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ROOKIES ‘RESCUE’ B’WAY LEGIT 





Fever Rises on Coronation Eve; All 
Show Biz Branches Strongly Repped 


By HAROLD MYERS 


London, May 26. 
If advance estimates are proved 
justified, at least 2,000,000 people 
will be concentrated along a few 


miles of the Queen's highway to) 
watch the historic procession on its | 


way to Westminster Abbey for the 
crowning of Elizabeth II, next 
week. The young monarch will be 


the star attraction in a spectacle in | 
which other royal dignitaries will | 


be merely bit players. The major- 
ity of the spectators will be free- 


loaders, cramming the sidewalks, | 


while a comparatively small 


minority will enjoy the comfort of | 


the public stands and window sites 
along the route. 

There are, at last, first signs of 
a Coronation fever. The mount- 
ing enthusiasm has, in large meas- 
ure, been hastened by the influx of 
overseas visitors, particularly 
American tourists. The local 
British populace, with its familiar 
placid reserve, jhas been taking the 
preparations in its stride, but the 
transformation that is going on in 
and arond central London is 
arousing universal excitement. 

The stage is now set for the pro- 
duction of what has rightly been 
termed “the greatest show on 
earth.” Advance estimates called 
for a budget in excess of $5,000,- 
000, but a generous Parliament and 
nation will cheerfully foot the bill 
if there should be an overcall 


the budget has been steadily 
mounting and the latest figure 
agreed in the House of Commons 
under the supplementary estimates 
should meet most contingencies. 
The royal procession which, in 
(Continued on page 15) 


Gwen Verdon Now Burnt 
Toast’ to Ed Sullivan 
After Cuffo WW TVer. 


i 

Gwen Verdon, featured dancer | 
ia the current Broadway legit mu- 
sical, “Can-Can,” has been can- 
ee off the June 21 and June 
8 editions of Ed Sullivan’s “Toast 
the Town” on CBS-TV follow- 
— a cuffola bow on the Walter 

inchell TV show Sunday (24). 
ullivan was to have paid her) 
=.000 for two guest shots. Inci- 
“~ is likely to become a cause 
a ebre in tele annals as Sullivan 
— to protest te the American 
ee of Television & Radio 

SUS, 

The N. Y¥. Daily News’ syndi- 
cated columnist had warned the 
dancer that if she showed up on 
the Winchell he could 
“a longer herald the fact that she 
— ibe her videbut on 
ee and thus a considerable 
7, of her value would be lost 
Mi ‘m. Sullivan originally wanted 
— Verdon for this past Sunday’s 
rt stanza, but she said she would- 
\ e available for video until 

ne. She was therefgre set for 
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| Saroyan to its creative group, which 





(Continued on page 53) 








‘Sabbath Sermons to Be 
Preached in N.Y. Ozoner 





Religion and film theatres are 
joining hands at increased fre- 
|quency via Sunday services con- 
ducted at drive-ins in many spots | 
across the country. Until recently, 
only Easter Sunday rites and occa- 
| sional religioso pageants. 

Regular Sunday services through | 
the summer now are set for’ the| 
Whitestone Bridge Drive-In, the | 
| Bronx, N. Y., to be conducted by | 
Protestant Council of the City of| 
N. Y. Church officials favor such | 
setups because they enable physi- | 
cally-handicapped persons to at-| 
tend in automobiles. Also, they| 
solve the baby-sitter problem. 





Producers See 
Only 100 Pix Next 
Year; Want % Cut 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Screen Producers Guild sees 





Since the Coronation was first set,' such a drastic production curtail- | 
hardly as/| 


/ment upcoming that 
|many as 100 pix will be produced 
by eight majors in the coming year. 

SPG Journal’s lead _ editorial, 
which at the same time propounds 
to majors a profit-sharing plan to 
| keep big studio plants operating, 
| says, “We doubt that there will be 
more than 10 or 12 pictures each 
from most of the majors for the 
next year. And possibly not even 
that many, in instances where de- 
cisions are faltering in finality.” 

SPG, whose members make vir- 
tually all pix produced in Holly- 
wood, adds, “We thoroughly doubt 
that there will ever be restored 
general mass-production policy of 
the past.” 

SPG says theatres, however, will 

(Continued on page 60) 


ADD SAROYAN TO CBS 
VIDEO BRAINTRUSTERS 


CBS-TV has signed William 








already has Ronald Alexander, 
Sally Benson and Harry Kurnitz 
dreaming up program ideas for 
Hubbell Rvubinson Jr., the web’s 
program veep. Saroyan, it’s under- 
stood, will net deveiop programs 
as the others, but will script origi- 
nals for either a show of his own 
or for existing net dramatic pro- 
grams. 

Next new member of Robinson's 
brain trust will be George Axelrod. 
author of “The Sevens Year Itch,” 


tiein had been mostly limited “f 





with whom the web is currently 
negotiating. 





NEW TALENTS |Crix Cackle at 3 Trix, Cacophony’ 
ECLIPSE VETS, Sound; Public Doesn't Give 1-D Hoot 


Rookies provided the principal 
fireworks during the Broadway 
legit season 1952-53. With the sea- 
soned and presumably dependable 
names doing a wholesale brodie, 
relative newcomers came through 
with most of the hits and conver- 
sation-makers. 

Top comedy smash of the sea- 
son was unquestionably “Seven 
Year Itch,” a first play by televi- 


sion writer George Axelrod, and | 


directed by John Gerstad, a recruit 
to the staging ranks. Tom Ewell, 


an important element in the show’s | 


click, is hardly a come-lately, but 
this was by far his biggest legit 
part to date, and won him star bill- 
ing. Also clicking in the same 
show was Vanessa Brown, debuting 
on Broadway. 

Biggest musical hit of the season 
kas been “Wonderful Town,” the 
first solo venture of producer Rob- 
ert Fryer and largely his individual 
effort. Star and by general con- 
sent a vital spark in the show's 
click is Rosalind Russell, a_veteran 
film comedienne but a prodigal 
returnee to Broadway and making 
her bow in a song and dance role. 


Leonard Bernstein, who com- 
posed “Town,” had done only one 
previous legit show, the hit “On 
the Town” of 1944-45. New musi- 
cal also represented the first 
Broadway assignment for choreog- 
rapher Donald Saddler and the 
first musical stint for librettists 
Joseph Fields and Jerome Chodo- 


(Continued on page 72) 


Envision Tint TV 





In 4, But Costly 


Chicago, May 26. 

Color television will be here 
late next year, but black and white 
will remain the backbone of the 
industry for years, according to 
execs of three major set manu- 
facturers. 

Speaking before the National 

Assn. of Electric Distributors con- 
clave here yesterday (Mon.), W. 
R. G. Baker, veepee of General 
Electric, said present-day color 
teevee is now technically equal to 
black and white when it was pub- 
licly introduced. However, he 
stated, because of involved elec- 
trical circuits, and with the color 
tube alone costing over $300, a 
color receiver will cost upwards of 
$800. 
H. C. Bonfig, v.p. of Zenith, 
said his firm’s sudsidiary, Rauland 
Corp., is turning out “excellent” 
color tubes. He estimated color 
sets will cost three times as much 
as comparable sizes in black and 
white. 

Frank Friemann, Magnavox prez, 
estimated “over $1,000” as the set 
cost when color TV is ready for 
home use. 





No Biz Like Snow Biz; 
Duo’s Twin Golden Anni 


Manchester, N. H., May 26. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Snow, of 
| this city, who spent more than 50 
years in stock companies, musical 
| comedies and vaudeville, were hon- 
fored by nearly 300 friends at a 
dinner in Odd Fellows Hall in rec- 





| anniversary last week (21). 

Snow, w.k. throughout New Eng- 
land as 
|toured the vaude circuits with his 
| wife for nearly 20 years. They 
|gave more than 6,000 performances 
of a skit written by him. 


Ike's Solo Hey 
In Boogie Riff 





Washington, May 26. 
go down in entertainment annals 


United States hollered a lusty, solo 
“Hey” at a pause in boogie-woogie 
—and brought down the house. 

It happened at the annual din- 


Eisenhower last Friday and high- 
lighted a show whose talent 
; included Danny Kaye, Jane Fro- 
|man, Liberace and Ezio Pinza, with 
George Murphy emceeing. 
Liberace, definitely at his best, 
was pounding out the boogie- 
woogie for some 650 delighted 








ognition of their golden wedding | 


“The Singing Sheriff,” | 


Pulls Down House 


The night of Friday, May 22, will | 


ner of the White House News| 
Photographers Assn. to President | 


+ A sufficiently heavy vote is in, 


showing that the public doesn’t 
give a one-dimensional hoot about 
how certain critics, professional 
| and otherwise, downbeat Holly- 
| wood’s accent on width and depth 
|in production 
| sound in theatres. 
First-string newspaper critics in 
| key cities, in large measure, have 
| rapped trick gimmicks in 3-D films 
'and overworked “cacophonous” in 
| describing stereo sound. As for 
the wider screens, like the other 
| projection techniques, comment 
frequently indulged is that “good” 
films would still be “good” with- 
out the new look, and inferior 
product is simply not enhanced by 
it. 


ands directional 


There hasn't been any city-by- 
city and paper-by-paper breakdown 
{on sentiments of the press ap- 
praisers. But recent reviews, in a 
| significant number of locations, 
show that many notices have 
ranged from the so-so to the bord- 
ers of the sadistic in attacking the 
| depth dimension and sound which 
| emanates from scattered points. 
Warners’ “House of Wax,” it’s 
| pointed out, is the newest entry 
{Continued on page 77) 


AGVA May ‘Unfair’ Army 
Unless Talent Conditions 
In Germany Improve 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists may put some sections of 
the U. S. Army on its unfair list. 
Action is expected to be taken ct 
the union’s convention June 8 in 
Boston, asking the Dept. of De- 
fense and the State Dept. to look 
|into the conditions under which 
| American . performers play Army 
|posts in Germany and to correct 
abuses. 

AGVA spokesmen, in a prelim- 





as the night a President of the) 


guests when he paused and ex-/inary survey, have found that cer- 

plained that the pause was the tain talent bookers in the Army 

place for the crowd to give with a work closely with several European 
(Continued on page 27) (Continued on page 68) 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 


Chicago 


The Hour of Charm 


ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR 


Featuring EVELYN and Her Magic Violin 


Under the Direction of 
PHIL SPITALNY 
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udience Stews In Sentiment As Legit 


Bids Tearful Goodbye To N.Y. Empire 





By FRANK RASKY 


Ghosts and glories of six decades | ’ 
were resurrected at Broadway's Danny Thomas Curtsy 


Empire Theatre last Sunday (24), 
as 1,237 incurable legit romantics, 
onstage and off, paid their last 
respects to their favorite show 
tabernacle in an atmosphere of 
unashamed sentiment. Legit fans 
reportedly willing to pay the 
$50 top were turned away, while | 
the 1,112 lucky to get in (includ- 
ing 30 standees) paid out a total 
of $15,000 to witness the American 
National Theatre & Academy’s 


tender goodbye to New York’s last | 


odeon south of the National Thea- | 
tre on 4ist St. 

Affair began shortly after 8:20, 
p.m., when the wraithlike voices 
of 56 top Broadway performers, in 
the characterizations of oldtime 
Empire roles, were megaphoned | 
from corrers of the two golden | 
baleonies of the darkened thea- 
tre. They wound up at midnight 
with the entire backstage cast of 
125 for “Highlights of the Empire” | 
autographing the No. 1  star’s 
dressingroom door, which will be 
shipped intact to the Players’ Club 
in Hollywood. 

Sentimentalists wept unabashed- 


; 
i 


To Liz Rates Begoff 


At Palladium: 2-Wk. SRO 


London, May 26. 

Danny Thomas became the lat- 
est in the outstanding hits of the 
Palladium season in ani act that 
b.ends comedy and vocals high- 
lighted by a witty “South Pacific” 
parody. He gave a special Corona- 
tion tribute as a begoff. Thomas’ 
performance, reinforced by his 
reputation, assures the Palladium 
of a sellout during this Corona- 
tion show lasting two weeks. 

Another hit from the U. S. is 
Nanci Crompton, who received a 
socko ovation for a scintillating 
terp routine. . 

On the preem show yesterday 
(Mon.) there was one mishap. 
The Steenbacks, unicyclists  suf- 
fered a slight actident and were 
unable to finish their turn. They 
recovered sufficiently to appear at 
the Savoy midnight cabaret. 

Arthur Lee Simpkins, the Negro 
singer, made his Britisn debut on 
this bill. Others on the ayout are 


ly as Basil Rathbone bade official | the Four Bogadis, acrohats; Tommy 


adieu to Charles Frohman’s shrine 
for the spoken word with the lines | 
of Prospero from Seene I, Act iV | 
of Shakespeare's “The Tempest”: | 


“Our revels now are ended. | 
These our actors, as I foretold you, 
were all spirits, and are melted 
into air, into thin air... We are | 
such stuff as dreams-are made on, 
and our little life is rounded with 
a sleep.” 

Feeling was all the more poign- | 
ant with the realization that when | 
the Empire is razed beginning | 
duly 5, with a 22-story temple of 

(Continued on page 76) 


U.S. Execs Still Riled At 
Cannes Fest Political 
Overtones, Mull Pullout’ 


Political overtones In this year’s 
judging at the recent Cannes Film 
Festival still rile American film 
company execs, again reviving ar- 
gument over the wisdom of partici- 
pation in these international shin- 
digs. They'll be closely watching 
forthcoming fests, such as Venice 
and Berlin, for similar incidents. 

Those opposed argue that the 
standards used in determining 
awards are radically different from 
those accepted in the U. S., and 
that prizes going to certain pix fre- 
quently are a deliberate slap at 
Hollywood and Americans. Propo- 
nents of American participation 
argue, with equal fervor, that in 
the light of the present interna- 
tional climate, Hollywood cannot 
afford to isolate itself from such 
film affairs. 

At least two Cannes winners this 
year—the French “Le Salaire de 
Peur” and the Spanish “Welcome, 
Mr. Marshall”—rankle American 
execs due to their themes, which 
some are construing as anti-Ameri- 
can. While there is satisfaction 
with the choice of “Come Back, Lit- 
tle Sheba” as the best dramatic 
pic, and the designation of its 
star, Shirley Booth, as best actress, 
feeling still persists that European 








festival juries downbeat real en- 


“ooper, comedy magico; Freddie 
Bamberger .& Pam, comics, and 
Dick & Dot Remy, VU. S. comedy 
acros. 





Coronation Procession 


To Be CinemaScoped 


CinemaScoping of the Corona- 
tion procession in London June 2 
has virtually been decided on by 
20th-Fox. Colorful pageant will be 
lensed for showing at the Euro- 
pean demonstrations of Cinema- 
Scope, tentatively skedded for 
Paris June 10 and London June 12, 
according to the 20th prexy Spyros 
P. Skouras. 

Skouras said 20th had moved 
too late to CinemaScope proceed- 
ings within Westminster Abbey, 
but that the procession should 
make excellent material for wide- 
screen treatment. Skouras and 
Murray Silverstone, 20th Interna- 
tional topper who left N. Y. for 
Rome Monday (25), will attend 
both the Paris and London show- 
ings. 


Autry Going Thataway? 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Paul Mertz, composer who 
turned out the scores for all of 
Gene Autry’s recent films at Co- 
lumbia, has ankled the lot, 
strengthening the opinion that the 
cowboy star and the studio are 
ready to call it quits. Smiley 
Burnette, Autry’s partner in nu- 
merous films, was _ recently 
dropped. 

Autry has completed his cur- 
rent contract, and the studio execs 
are awaiting returns on his latest 
—- before considering a re- 
newal. 








BLOOM EXITS 20TH 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Latest producer to check off the 
20th-Fox is William Bloom, 
He held production reins on “In- 
ferno,” the studio’s only 3-D film, 


tertainment in favor of pix with a,|and “Glory Brigade,” Victor Ma- 


political taint. 


Subscription 


ture starrer, still unreleased. 


5/27 
Order Form 


* Enclosed find check for $ : 


Please send VARIETY for 


To see eeeeeseeeeeeeeeenene 


One Year 
‘Two Years 


@lease Print Name) 


Street eeereeeeeeeseaoereeeeeereansee eee eeeeeeeseeses 


CP cvcesenceedbeesscoecs Zone.... State. vceerve 


Regular Subscription Rates 


One Year—$10.00 


Two Years—$18.00 


Canada and Fereign—$1 Additional per Year 
VARIETY ne. 


154 West 46th Street 


New York 36, N. Y. 














HORACE HEIDT 


FOR LUCKY STRIKE 
Under Personal Management 
JOHN LEER 
111 Fifth Ave., New York 











L’Affaire Dassin 
Irks Paris Press; 


See U.S. Dictation 


Paris, May 26. 

Since Jules Dassin stepped out 
of the directorial chair here of the 
pic, “Public Enemy No. 1,” the 
French press has been kicking the 
affair around. There’s been much 
talk here about America dictating 
.to French filmites as to whom they 
can hire. Producer Jacques Bar 
told Variety that he had heard 
things relative to Dassin being on 
the “blacklist” during his Stateside 
visit recently to set wp locations 
for the part of the film which is to 
be made in N. Y. On returning, he 
said he asked Dassin but was re- 
assured. He says various Holly- 
wood stars refused to take the lead 
femme role without giving reasons. 

When Zsa Zsa Gabor was finally 
hired, she reportedly also heard 
things relative to Dassin being on 
a blacklist, and informed Irving 
Brown, AFL rep here, about it. 
This led to a check and Roy Brew- 
er’s letter, which led to Dassin’s 
final withdrawal so as not to hold 
up the pic. 

Dassin says that he will soon be 
making a film in France, since he 
has a right to work here and sup- 
port his family without any sort 
of blacklisting from American 

(Continued on page 79) 


U.S. Names Hypo 
Paris ‘Beds’ Ball 
Paris; May 26. 

Le Saison de Paris, in which 
Paris trots out its chic, femme 
splendor and elegance, got an early 
start with the. gala benefit last 
week (19), at the Moulin Rouge 
nitery, of Le Bal Des Petits Lits 
Blanes (The Ball of the Little 
White Beds). This 25-year-old 
charity gala got a solid turnout 
from show biz people, who gave it 
a. scintillating air as well as help- 
ing swell the take, which was about 
10,000,000 francs ($30,000). The 
sumptuous dinner sold for 15,000 
francs a plate ($42). 

Show was emceed by curvaceous 
Annie Cordy and academician Ed- 
mund Heuze, who had once danced 
at the old Moulin Rouge. Katherine 
Kath repeated her .Goulue role 
from the pic, “Moulin Rouge” 
(UA), and a can-can chorus, com- 
posed of some of.the top French 
ballerinas, closed the ball, which 
had the spark of bygone chichi 
days of turn-of-the-century Paris. 

Bing Crosby got a terrific recep- 
tion when he bounced to the pod- 
ium to do two numbers in English 
and: one in French. Charlie Chap- 
lin didn’t do anything but got the 
most applause when intreduced. 
Gary Cooper, in the company of 
Giselle Pascal, also got a heavy 
salvo. Josephine Baker also did 
some of her numbers. 

Gallic royalty set was well turn- 
ed out and protocol was in effect. 
President Vincent Auriol started 
the proceedings. Can-can alternat- 
ed with bebop dancers from the ex- 
istentialist caves and Comedie- 
Francaise actors let their hair 
down to do knockout stints with 
clowns from the Cirque Medrano. 
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By Frank Scully $9900+00+444005 
Hollyw ood, 

Less than a year ago, Tony Curtis stood disconsolately outside the 
gate at Paramount studio, obviously trying to solve a ‘problem. Had 
it been in his days in Hell’s Kitchen or in the Navy, I suspect he woulq 
have solved it by retreating to lower levels of direct action. But by 
this time he had a dozen pictures behind him, and the role of a star 
requires that one must act with a certain degree of dignity even \ hen 
he might be boiling inwardly. 

I learned that the cops at Paramoynt were not accepting the tra. 
dition that all the world’s a stage and men and women merely players, 
with their exits and their entrances. Even actors visiting studios must 
have missions. They must be there on business and, what was more 
4o the point, a particular person had to be expecting them. 

Curtis seemingly had forgotten these unromantic requisites. He had 
a day off, so he thought he could hop in and see his pal Jerry Lewis 
at Par as easily as he could enter his home lot, U-I. The Par cop 
couldn't see it that way and, moreover, was not able to contact Lewis 
for confirmation because the comedian was not Working on stage that 
day. In fact, the unit was wandering around the lot, taking pot-shots 
here and there. 

Having never attained the dignity of a star and being president of 
Gate Crashers International, Local No. 7 (the lucky one), I told Tony 


i ee 


> 


a 








'to climb in the back seat of our car and if he’d squat down for a 


few minutes, we'd crash him into the Par lot by way of the De Mille 
gate. He leaped in and in a matter of a minute was out again, wander. 
ing around the Paramount lot in search of Lewis. 


I couldn't help thinking, after seeing Tony’s performance in George 
Pal’'s production of “Houdini” on that same Paramount lot the other 
day, that every copper would recognize him now and if anyone didn't, 
he could pull one of Houdini's tricks out of the old maesiro’s amazing 
bag and walk right through a gate as a dematerialized magician. 


I’m afraid much of the hard work that UI’s wunderkind put into 
preparing for the role of “Houdini” will be lost on audiences, but 
it ought to be put down as a matter of record somewhere, for most 
of the tricks you see Curtis performing are not the end results of 
magical film-cutting. Curtis actually did them, and if you watch closely, 
you will see they are shot from beginning to end, all in one scene, 


What? No Mirrors? 


Of course, picturegoers may be so used to the stupendous phoniness 
that Hollywood can put on a screen that they may not be awed by 
this underplayed realism, amy more than they will be impressed by 
the beautifully underplayed love scenes of Mr. & Mrs. Houdini ‘Mr, 
and Mrs. Curtis, to you.) 


During the production I talked with George Boston and Dunninger, 
who taught Tony the more complicated of Houdini’s tricks, and they 
were so proud of-their pupil that you could see they regretted that 
vaudeville couldn’t be revived so that he could carry on the Great 
Houdini tradition. 


When Mrs. Houdini died, she willed Harry’s tricks, about 300 of 
them, to Dunninger and though Dunninger is a mental wizard, he 
doesn’t have the physical youth or strength to do the things Houdini 
did. But Curtis is only 26 years old, and has Houdini’s kind of disci- 
pline that would keep him working at a trick until he mastered it. 
He not only worked on the set and at home, but he performed at 
Arrowhead on a Par junket where they preemed a Crosby picture 
and at benefits all over town. 


As I say, this won't show in the picture but it is a measure of why 
this kid comes out of nowhere and in a few short years is one of 
the top drawing stars of Hollywood. 


Like Houdini, he is happily married to a beautiful girl whe plays 
Houdini’s wife in the picture. I guess taken together Tohy Curtis 
and Janet Leigh are a more handsome couple than were Harry Houdini 
and his wife Bessie, but I’ve seen pictures of Bessie when she was 
about the age of Miss Leigh and they show her to be a singularly 


beautifulewvoman. 
They All Threaded Needles 


Paramount thinks that both Curtis and Houdini were born in New 
York. This is not so. They were, it is true, both sons of immigrants 
and their parents came from Buda Pesth. Tony’s name was Bernie 
Schwartz, and his father was a Buda Pesth actor named Mono Schwartz. 
The old man couldn’t make it as an actor in America and turned to 
tailoring. Houdini’s real name was Erich Weiss and he was the son 
of a rabbi named Dr. Mayer Samuel Weiss who had migrated from 
Buda Pesth to Appleton, Wis. 


The kid began in show business at the age of nine in Jack Hoeffler’s 
Five Cent Circus, but the first great magician he saw in action was 
Dr. Lynn, who had a grand illusion which he called “Paliganesia.” 
The doctor pretended to chloroform a man and then dismember him, 
later restoring the man’s arms and legs and leading him to the foot- 
lights alive and smiling. Thirty years later when he was the famous 
Harry Houdini, the once little Erich Weiss was still enamored of that 
trick and bought it from Arthur Lynn’s son for $75. Afterwards 
Houdini and his wife used to play it for laughs. 


‘At only one point does George Pal’s picture sidestep reality. I 
guess he and George Marshall, the director, felt that since the man 
who “killed” Houdini is still alive, they couldn’t very well play the 
last scene straight. 


Conan Doyle and others of his ilk were quite sure Houdini’s death 
had come from fooling with mystical forces and since all of them 
had been prophesying he would come to a bad end for 30 years, it 
was inevitable that one of them would eventually be right. 


Actually what happened was a simple matter. Houdini had lectured 
at McGill U. and one of the students who had made a sketch of 
Houdini asked if he might call on him at the theatre and make some 
more. He brought two friends with him. They sat in Houdini’s dress- 
ing room and the talk turned to physical endurance, One of the boys 
asked Houdini if it were true he could stand blows that would fell a 
heavyweight. Houdini didn’t deny it and the next thing he knew he 
had received several punches in the abdomen. 


For the next several days Houdini must have worked with a ruptured 
appendix. He went from Montreal to Detroit and was running & 
temperature from 102 to 104. Physicians who were consulted diagnosed 
it as acute appendicitis and said an immediate operation was impera- 
tive. But Houdini found that the house was sold out and since he 
belonged in that screwball era in show biz with its slogan, “The show 
must go on,” he went on. At the final curtain he was in a state of 
complete collapse and when the surgeons operated they found & 
gangrenous appendix complicated by peritonitis, and in those day’ 
before miracle drugs, that was curtains nine times out of 10. 

I wonder if the story concerning Dillingham and Ziegfeld, who 
were pallbearers, is apochryphal? Dillingham is supposed to have 
whispered to Ziggy as they raised the coffin to bé carried toward the 
grave, “Suppose he got out of this box. How would we know?” 

I don’t think he did, but he will enjoy a measure of reincarnation 
in this beautiful Technicolor picture and can thank Curtis, who mod- 
estly rates himself “a better than poor magician,” for recreating some 
of the master’s illusions and a great deal of “his charm as well. 
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Show Biz’s Champ Snafu 


For an innovation which literally shook up an entire industry 
as nothing has since Warner Bros.’ and Al Jolson’s “Jazz Singer” 
rewired the world’s cinemas, and then permitted its golden 
opportunity to die, Cinerama rates as the champ debacle, 


The paradox is that in each of the three spots where Ciner- 
ama is concurrent the boxoffice net profit is between $15,000 
and $20,000. weekly, but because of intra-company wrangling 
and other complications the outfit so far lacks the resourceful- 
ness to back up its major initial impact with something to 


follow. 


Cinerama, like no other arm of the post-midcentury picture 
pusiness, literally shook up Hollywood, shook the public out of 
its lethargic and jaundiced outlook on film entertainment, 
sparked such opportunistic pioneering freaks as “Bwana Devil” 
into stealing the 3-D market, and has caused every major studio 
to retool for wide-screen or third dimension. All production 
plans now are with an eye to some new dimensional technique. 
Cinerama alone, with “a goldmine in its backyard,” finds itself 
stalemated and dependent on some merged operation to ‘set 


itself back on even keel, 


)PIC BIZ HITTIN 


Abel. 





th CinemaScope Investment Tops 
$7,000,000; Will Run Much Higher 





Investment of 20th-Fox in Cine- 
maScope equipment, both via cash 
and commitments, tops $7,000,000 
and is apt to run much higher be- 
fore there is an adequate flow of 
screens and lenses to theatres and 
studios. 

Extent to which 20th believes in 
its widescreen system, and to 
which it has taken the rap so far, 
was indicated in N. Y. Monday 
(25) by prexy Spyros P. Skouras, 
who also disclosed that 20th’s 
Miracle Mirror subsid is taking 
over two established screen manu- 
facturing plants on Long Island 
and New Jersey in order to be 
able to meet exhib demands. Com- 
pany is buying out and expand- 
ing the facilities and may acquire 
a third outfit to boot. 


Cash investment of 20th to get 
CinemaScope units rolling to the 
theatres so far amounts to about 
$2,500,000, Skouras indicated, with 
another $5,000,000 already tied up 
in commitments. Figure may go 
up another $5,000,000 unless the 
stereophoniec sound bottleneck is 
broken. System for combining 
four sound tracks on one film 
along with the picture has been 
evolved by 20th’s Earl I. Sponable. 
It involves a reduction in the size 
of sprocket holes on the film to 
= room for the magnetic chan- 
nels. 

Lens Situation Easing 

Skouras said that, with the ex- 
ception of Metro, no other studio 
had committed itself to use Cine- 
maScope and that he wasn’t in the 
‘least unhappy about this, feeling 
that CinemaScope was the superi- 
or system in every respect. Allied 

(Continued on page 179) 


Nest-Egg for Aging Show 
Biz Topliners Mapped 
In Tax Relief Scheme 


Plan to bring tax relief to high- 
Priced people in the theatrical 
field, coupled with a savings 
Scheme for the years when they've 
Passed the peak income level, is 
Proposed by Benjamin A. Javits, 
United Shareholders of America 
.- Outfit is currently engaged 
na membership drive to gain the 
necessary financial support for its 
Project. 

Idea, to be broached to Con- 
8ress, is to have high earners set 
aside about 10% of their income 
during their good years, Money 
oa buy special Government 

nds which would be non-taxable 
Until converted. As Javits sees it, 
double purpose would be served. 
dividual would pay less tax dur- 
oe peak earning years and would 
create a nest-egg for himself. Gov- 
tment would get the money and 
Wouldn’t lose out on the tax either. 

United Shareholders was formed 
~~ 1950 to rep the interests of un- 
rganized stockholders, in show biz 
er out, both with the corporations 
= in Washington. It’s listed as 
ig on Profit org. Tax relief plan 

being handled by Ruttr Fischel, 





Flat Pix Passe? 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Passing of the flat picture from 
the nation’s screens was predicted | 
by Richard Walsh, IATSE inter- 
national chief, at a meeting of the 
Hollywood AFL Film Council. 
Walsh declared Cinerama is a 
boon to the film industry and de- 
serves credit for proving that the 
public will still pay to see motion 
pictures if given new and stimulat- 
ing entertainment. 


Films Split On 
Entry in World 
Copyright Deal 


Split among film companies con- 
cerning participation in a Univer- 
sal Copyright Convention appears 
to be developing. While other seg- 
ments of show biz, such as music 
and records, are reporfedly in 
favor of the U. S. joining a uni- 
versal convention for the protec- 
tion of copyrights, there are some 
quarters in the pic industry who 
feel that films will not be ade- 
quately protected in the setup as 
currently presented. 

U. S.-presently has separate 
deals on copyrights with all coun- 
tries, and dissenters to the pro- 
posed universal: convention feel 
present treaties give films better 
protection. Main objection to U. S. 
participation is that an acoustic 
work is not adequately protected 
by the Convention. It’s felt that a 
talking motion picture, or at the 
very least, the acoustic part (dia- 


(Continued on page 16) 


SAG NAMES COMMITTEE 
TO OUST COMMUNISTS 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Drive to expel any member iden- 
tified as a Communist has been 
launched by the Screen Actors 
Guild. Campaign will be conducted 
by a special committee headed by 
George Murphy. Idea is that no 
person who has refused to coop- 
erate with responsible Govern- 
ment agenctes after being tagged 
as a Commy can remain in the 
Guild. John Dales, Jr., executive 
secretary of SAG, said: 
“The board of directors of the 
guild has appointed a committee 
to consider implementing its long- 
standing, active opposition to 
Communism, as reflected in the 
guild’s strong anti-Communist res- 
olution of 1946, and the guild’s 
continuing fight against the pos- 
sibility of any Communist influ- 
ence remaining in the motion pic- 
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AUNNING AHEAD 
OF °52 EARNINGS 


First-quarter earning reports for 
1953 so far indicate the pic biz is 
starting the year at a brisk pace, 
comfortably ahead of 1952 show- 
ings for the same period. Six dis- 
tribs and circuits have come 
through with a net take of $6,042.- 
849 for the first three months of 
53, a $1,820,.412—or 43%—in- 
crease over the corresponding 
months in ’52. 

Three distribs alone accounted 
for $4,237,488, which compares to 
a net of $2,279,570 for the trio last 
year. 20th-Fox net for the first 
53 quarter was $1,023,965, com- 
pared to a ‘$723,407 loss on the 
production-distribution company’s 
books in ’52. Paramount’s returns 
increased to $1,374,000 this year_| 
from $1,355,000 in '52. And Loew’s 
chalked up a. net of $1,839,523, 
compared to $1,647,977 last year. 
RKO quarterly showing wasn’t 
included in the overall compilation 
because of the company’s unusual 
industry status. It reported a loss 
of $2,740,000 for the first 53 quar- 
ter, which compares to a similar 
red ink entry of $1,956,000 in’52. 
Two circuits reporting their net 
for the first 53 stanza were RKO 
Theatres with $325,361, a hefty 
earnings boost over last year when 
(Continued on page 79) 


20% Tax Lift 
Dead for 53 


Washington, May 26. 

Short of a major overturn, the 
various bills to wipe out the 20% 
admissions tax on motion pictures 
are dead for 1953, although they 
may show signs of real life next 
year. 

Despite the pushing by COMPO, 
Treasury has notified Congress 
that it wants no excise taxes—in- 
cluding the admissions bite — 
eased at this time because of the 
badly unbalanced budget. This 
backs up the position of President 
Eisenhower, of a week earlier, 





Report ‘Handshake’ Cinerama Deal 


With Stanley Warner; Lurie a Maybe 





7 


Another Sarnoff Mint? 


Arrangement by Allied 
States Assn. with the Buallan- 
tyne Co. to provide a low-cost 
$6,000 screen-stereo sound sys- 
tem for 3-D and widescreen 
recalls a similar deal during 
the early days of sound. 

Considering the cost for 
sound systems for small thea- 
tres excessive, Allied asked a 
manufacturer for a package 
that would not exceed $3,000. 
Manufacturer came up with a 
unit costing $2,995. The com- 
pany was RCA, with Gen. 
David Sarnoff working out the 
deal with Allied. 








Loew's $2,600,000 


nority stockholders, Federal Judge 





(Continued on page 16) 


Payoff to Mayer 
OK'd By Court 


Despite heated protests from le- 
galites representing several mi- 


Alfred C. Coxe in N. Y. Federal 
Court yesterday (Tues.) approved 
settlement of a derivative stock- 
holders’ suit brought against Louis 
B. Mayer and Loew’s, Inc. 

Action challenged validity of the 
employment pact held by the for- 
mer Metro production chief. It also 


(Continued on page 20) 


Balaban on the Double 
For Studio, Gotham Meets 


Paramount president Barney 
Balaban, who is due back in New 
York from Europe today (Wed.), 
heads for the Coast for a quickie 
series of studio confabs. 

He'll be back in Gotham for 
Par’s annual meeting of stockhold-" 
ers, set for next Tuesday (2). 








The country’s film boxoffices are 
suffering this stanza from very 
early summer lethargy, with nu- 
merous first-runs merely marking 
time with fill-in fare until the ar- 
rival: of Memorial Day. Even big 
grossers are down sharply from 
recent weeks. Real tipoff on how 
sluggish trade is and how exhib- 
itors are scrambling to get pix to 
tide them over until the month- 
end holiday, is the fact that more 
than 55 different films are playing 
currently in 24 key cities covered 
by VARIETY. 

Although largely on holdover or 
extended-run, “House of Wax” 
(WB) continues leader, for fifth 
week in a row. However, it is off 
sharply from the huge totals it has 
been racking up, in the three pre- 
vious stanzas. 

“Moulin Rouge” (UA) is keeping 
pace and will finish second, also 
for the fifth session in succession. 
“Titanic” (20th) is pushing to third 
position from fourth spot it cap- 
tured the initial week out on re- 
lease. 

“Cinerama” continues its great 
pace, climbing to fourth. It was 
fifth last round. “Salome” (Col) ad- 
vanced to fifth slot while “Man on 
Tightrope” (20th), out. extensively 
for first time this week, is captur- 
ing sixth place. 

“Girl Who Had _ Everything” 
(M-G) is showing enough to finish 
seventh. “Lili” (M-G), mainly in 
smaller houses, is pushing up to 
eighth. “Off Limits” (Par) and “Ja- 
maica Run,” also from Paramount, 
round out the top 10 list. “Split Sec- 
ond” (RKO) and “Never Let Me 











assistant to Javitz. 


ture industry.” 


Go” (M-G) are the two runner-up 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade in Keys Off Sharply; ‘Wax’ Champ for Fifth 
Week in Row; ‘Rouge’ 


Again 2d, ‘Titanic’ 3d 


films, ‘but neither is doing very 
well this frame. 


New product launched this week 
is having tough going. One out- 
standing exception is “Thunder 
Bay,” playing via widescreen plus 
stereophonic sound at N.Y. State. 
It is terrific opening week. “Des- 
ert Song” (WB) is rated only fair 
at N.Y. Paramount while “Juggler” 
(Col) is spotty currently. 

“Young Bess” (M-G) is big on 
first session at vast N. Y. Music 
Hall. “Fort Ti’ (Col), another 
showing with 3-D, is moderate in 
Balto but big in Frisco. “Crash of 
Silence” (U), also new, shapes brisk 
in Pitt. “Raiders of Seven Seas” 
(UA) is somewhat uneven, as is 
“Law and Order” (U). 

“Shane” (Par) shapes smash in 
an otherwise dull Pitt. “Light of 
Silvery Moon” (WB) looms big in 
Washington, and nice in Minneap- 
olis. 

“Desert Rats” (20th), good in 
Minneapolis, is okay in N. Y. “Split 
Second” (RKO), sock in Chi, looks 
disappointing in three other keys. 
“Invaders From Mars” (20th), fat 
in Wash., is mild in Cincy and good 
in Cleveland. 

“Remains To Be Seen” (M-G) 
shapes slow in Indianapolis and 
Seattle. “Snows of Kilimanjaro” 
(20th) is rated dull on popscale 
L.A. run. 

“Hitch-Hifler”’ (RKO), fine in 
Portland, looks okay in N. Y. and 
Minneapolis. “Fair Wind to Java” 
(Rep) looks fair in St. Louis but 
mild in Seattle. 





(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


Curious developments in the 
drawn-out Cinerama-Stanley War- 
ner talks yesterday (Tues.) re- 


sulted in contradictory reports 
from sources close to both sides. 
Cinerama insiders claimed that a 
“handshake” agreement had been 
reached with only the legal for- 
malities remaining. An SW offi- 
cial closely connected with the ne- 
gotiations, however, denied that 
a deal had been set, although he 
indicated that “it looked good” 
and that he expected an announce- 
ment of the finalization momen- 
tarily. 

Haggling over terms, with pro- 
posals and counter proposals, high- 
lighted negotiations between Cine- 
rama and Stanley Warner during 
the past wéek. In an effort to fi- 
nalize a deal, whereby the S. H. 
(Si) Fabian chain would take over 
operation of Cinerama theatres, 
on continued over the week- 
end. 


It’s indicated, however, that 
should a last-minute hitch develop 
Cinerama will make a strong effort 
to reach an understanding with 
Louis A. Lurie, millionaire San 
Francisco realtor. Lurie, a close 
associate of board chairman Louis 
B. Mayer, already has made an 


(Continued on page 18) 


Exodus of U. S. Players, 
Film Newsmen Reflects 
Hypo in Italo Production 


With 48 major pix now before 
the cameras in Italy, the exodus of 
Hollywood stars and American 
newspaper and mag reps to Rome 
refiects the growing importance of 
that European production center, 
according to Italian Films Export 
execs in N, Y. 


Among the Americans skedded 
to be active in Italy are Errol 
Flynn, Orson Welles, Claudette 
Colbert, George Sanders, Ingrid 
Bergman and Farley Granger. Ad- 
ditionally, a number of Holiywood 


(Continued on page 79) 
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All-Time Peak 


Universal has become the darling 
of Wall Street via its common stock 
issue which has hit a new all-time 
high of $17.25 per share. A few 
years ago, when U was in the eco- 
nomic doldrums because of expen- 
sively-made productions and. con- 
siderably less than a commensu- 
rate b.o. payoff, the issue was sell- 
ing at $6. 

In view of this almost 200% 
rise in market evaluation, the stock 
has been the most profitable of any 


motion picture issue on the N. Y. | 


Stock Exchange over the past sev- 
eral years. Further, tending to re- 
move it from the “speculative” 
eategory, so far as investors are 
concerned, is the outfit’s relatively 
recently adopted dividend policy of 
$1 annually. Also contributing to 
the market upbeat has been U’s 
book value of approximately $25 
per share. 

U’s earnings have been steadily 
on the climb. Latest report showed 
a net of $475,888, or 43c per com- 
mon share after taxes and pre- 
ferred payoffs, for the 13 weeks 
ended last Jan. 31. Profit on the 
same basis for the corresponding 
period a year previous was $411,- 
435, or 37c per share. Significant 
factor is that in the new period, U 
was nicked for $675,000 for Federal 
income and excess profits, whereas 
this item amounted to only $280,- 
000 (with no excess profits levy) in 
the 1952 quarter. 

Showing marked gains also has 
been U’s $4.25 preferred securi- 
ties, which have hit a new high of 
$68.50. This is up from a low for 
the year of $61. 

Because of the company’s record 
in recent years and the immediate 
outlook, financial sources believe 
the common stock will continue on 
the rise, possibly up to $20 per 
share. 


Wald, Kahane In & Out 
Of N.Y. on Quickie Col 
Meet With Harry Cohn 


Columbia Pictures prexy Harry 
Cohn, studio production head Jerry 
Wald, and studio exec B. B. Kahane 
quickied in and the latter two 
quickied’ out of New York over the 
weekend, for an intensive two-day 
powwow on the company’s next 
season’s production plans. Cohn 
extended his stay until today (Wed.). 
It was Wald’s first N. Y. trip to 
meet the sales and exploitation 
echelon en masse, reviewing the 
promotional values of next seascn’s 
lineup. 

Among other things, Wald want- 
ed to see “Wonderful Town,” which 
Col owns in its original form, “Sis- 
ter Eileen.” Legite musical’s star, 
Rosalind Russell, did the straight 
film version for Col. Col plans its 
own musicalization of the property 
which the studio owns. Wald also 
0.0.’d Cole Porter’s “Can-Can,” 
with an eye for its Hollywood pur- 
chase. 

Cohn and Wald have geared all 
of Col’s future production to wide- 
screen and 3-D and will have a big 
galaxy of new-dimensional pro- 
ductions on tap for the 1953-54 sell- 
ing season. Studio has an entire 
year’s scripts all set to roll. Wald’s 
lone personal production will be 
“Sadie Thompson,’ remake of 
“Rain,” which he was able to bring 
over from RKO. Otherwise the 
other old Wald-Krasna (Norman) 
indie production company scripts 
are in the RKO vaults. (Among 
them is one by Goodman Ace, 
which the head scripter on the Mil- 
ton Berle show, incidentally, says 
he is trying to get back; he thinks 
it will make a good TV series.) 


WALD SEEKS GUINNESS 
FOR SGT. MAHER BIOG 


Columbia producer Jerry Wald, 
in New York last week with prexy 
Harry Cohn, has a date with Brit- 
ish film and stage star Alec Guin- 
mess relating to the latter’s playing 
the top role in Col’s upcoming 
“The Long Grey Line.” 

Pic would star Guinness as Sgt. 
Maher in the filmization of Maher’s 
biog, “Bringing Up the Brass.” 
Story is a sort of a Mr. Chips at 
West Point yarn. The sergéant, as 
West Point athletic aide, is the 
friendly adviser of cadets who have 
since become famous generals. Pic- 
ture is eduled -for filming in 
August at est Point. 
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Fontaine to Vienna For 
Fortress’ Before Legit 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Joan, Fantaine goes to Vienna 
late this summer to staf in “The 
| Fortress,” to be produced by Mort 
Briskin and Harry Popkin. 

Currently Miss Fontaine is busy 
at Paramount in Nat Hoek’s “Flight 
|to Tangier,” after which she will 
co-star with Bob Hope in “Mr. 
Casanova,” starting July 1 on the 
same lot. Meanwhile, she is ne- 
gotiating with the Theatre Guild 
about a play to open in N. Y. in 
November. 


Col’s 34 Pix Sked 
For Next 9 Months 


Representing one of the most 
specifically-stated, longterm releas- 
ing skeds of convention and “‘new 
era” product by any company, Co- 
lumbia yesterday (Tues.) listed 
titles for 34 features to be dis- 
tributed in the next nine months. 
Program is designed to provide 
exhibs with a continuing flow of 
pix in the industry’s current tran- 
sition period. 

All films on the lineup may be 
used on standard screens and with 
standard sound equipment, Col 
stated. Product also may be shown 
on widescreens up to an aspect 
ratio of 1.85 feet in width to each 
vertical foot. Stereophonic sound 
will be used “in all current and 
future releases in which it will add 
to the dramatic effect,” said the 
company. 

Col further announced that the 
production of depthies will be con- 
tinued with eight new 3-D films to 
be released in the next 12 months. 
Company has two 3-D’ers, “Man in 
the Dark” and “Fort Ti,” now in 
circulation. 

Of the 34 upcoming releases, 26 
will be available with stereo sound 
in addition to the regular sound 
tracks. 


OLIVIA UPHELD IN FIGHT 
VS. EXTRA 486 GOVT. TAX 


Washington, May 26. 

- U. S. Tax Court upheld Olivia 
De Havilland last week in her tax 
fight against the Bureau of Inter- 
na! Revenue, which sought an ad- 
ditional $48,671.90 in taxes from 
the actress. Revenue Bureau 
wanted the extra sum on her 1945, 
1946 and 1947 tax payments. 

It alleged that commissions paid 
to -her stepfather as her_ agent 
were “excessive” and also ‘balked 
at business gifts she made to her 
agent and to persons on the Para- 
mount lot fer assisting her work. 
However, the tax court sustained 
her position in every instance. 


Widescreen, Stereo Sound 


For Coronation Tinter 


London, May 26. 

The two color films of the Cor- 
onation will be screened in the 
West End, prior to countrywide 
release the following Monday (8). 

The Associated  British-Pathe 
production, “Elizabeth Is Queen,” 
which is being lensed in Warner- 
color, will be shown to the press 
June 4. It opens at the Empire, 
Leicester Square, the following 
day and also in several London 
newsreel houses. One of them, 
the Cameo in Charing Cross Road, 
is installing widescreen and ste- 
reophonic sound for the occasion. 

The J. Arthur Rank production, 
“A Queen Is Crowned,” which is 
being filmed in Technicolor, -has 
its pre-releasé at the Odeon, Lei- 
cester Square, on Friday prior 
to simultaneous London screen- 
ings the following Monday. It has 
been booked into more than 120 
of the company’s suburban Lon- 
don theatres. More than 300 prints 
have been ordered. ; 

















Rita Hayworth is slated to star 
in another Biblical film at Colum- 
bia, “The Story of Mary Magda- 
lene,” with the same production 
com tion that made “Salome.” 





UA Bankrolls Horizon 


_ Hollywood, May 26. . 

United Artists will finance and 
distribute Sam Spiegel’s next two 
Horizon productions, “The Wit- 
ness” and “Don Quixote,” both to 
be filmed in Europe. 

Spiegel leaves for France this 
weekend to prepare “Witness,” 
based on a script by Arthur Lau- 
rents. “Quixote” will be lensed in 
Spain and England, with wide- 
screen treatment. 








Deadlock Snafues 
Whitecollar Pact 


Deadlocked after a series of ses- 
sions, negotiations between the Mo- 
tion Picture Homeoffice Employees 
Union, Local H-63, IATSE and dis- 
tribs for a new pact for whitecollar 
exchange employees were  ad- 
journed for a 10-day period. Film- 
ery negotiating team took to the 
road in an attempt to finalize deals 
with exchange locals in the field. 
Out of 33 key cities, agreements 
have been reached with 16 unions. 
|A $4 across-the-board wage hike 
has been the pattern. 

New York exchange work*rs, 
both front and backroom em- 
ployees, have given notice that the 
$4 increase would not be accept- 
able. Negotiations in Gotham are 
being conducted with IA interna- 
tional rep Joe Basson taking part 
in the talks. Basson entered the 
picture when the exchange units 


(Continued on page 6) 


7 Big N.Y. Theatre Corps. 
Move to Block $3,300,000 
Suit by 2,000 Boothmen 


Seven of New York’s largest the- 
atre corporations last week moved 
to dismiss a $3,300,000 back-pay 
suit brought in N. Y. Supreme 
Court against them by Local 306 
prez Herman Gelber, on grounds 
that the complaint fails to state 
sufficient facts. 

In addition, the defendant firms 
claimed Gelber hasn’t the legal 
right to sue in behalf of the 306 





membership. Arguments on the 
motion were adjourned until 
June 10. 


Action seeks to recover coin for 
some 2,000 boothmen, who alleged- 
ly put in extra time over and 
above hours specified in their em- 
ployment contract. Gelber asks 
$1,000,000 each from RKO Thea- 
tres, Loew’s Theatres, Radio City 
Music Hall and lesser amounts 
from the Paramount and Roxy The- 
atres, City Entertainment Corp. 
and Biddle Realty Corp. 


REWRITE ON ‘GARTERS’ 
FOR CARSON BUILDUP 


Hollywood, May 26. 

With Jack Carson replacing Don 
Taylor as the male lead in Para- 
mount’s “Red Garters,” the part 
is being completely rewritten to 
match Carson’s talents. He'll ap- 
pear opposite Rosemary Clooney 
in his second picture after a two- 
year period devoted wholly to TV. 
His first post-TV pic is the soon- 
to-be-released Esther Williams 
starrer, “Dangerous When Wet” 
(M-G). 

In addition to a new lead, “Red 
Garters” also gets a new director, 
with George Marshall replacing 
Mitchell Leisen, 


Lippert Adds 2 Ozoners 


Los Angeles. 

Two drive-ins were added to Rob- 
ert L. Lippert’s chain, making a 
total of 68 ozoners. New acquisi- 
tions are the Motor-Vu Drive-In at 
El Centro and Starlight Drive-In, 
Fresno. 

Motor Vu, with a capacity of 750 
cars, was purchased from Sam and 
Jules Gilette and Leroy Bowen for 
$150,000. Starlight is a new “twin” 
ozoner, with two screens and a ca- 
pacity for 900 autos on each side. 


Europe to N. Y. 
George Axelrod 
Barney Balaban 
Milton Blackstone 
Jean Carroll 
Martin S. Davis 
Eddie Fisher 
David Golding 
Hugh Martin 
Bernard J. Prockter 
Ed-McKenzie 














‘Ohio Press: K.0. Our Pix Censors’ 


Columbus, May 26. 


Sense Castes A. Moshec ommend bill to eliminate Ohio 
censorship of newsreels w & “although a sho ao 
‘toward eventual abolishment of all film mane 
the Columbus Citizen. Sen. Mosher’s bill to eliminate all state 
film censorship could muster only 13 votes. He introduced the 
anti-newsreel censorship bill as a substitute, 


Im censorship, editorialized 


“The fact that the Senator couldn't gather enough support for 


his bill has shaken our faith in the jadgment and maturity of 
some members of the Ohio Legislature,” added the Citizen. The 
paper said that “many excellent films of high edueational and 
cultural value have had vital portions deleted—or have been 
banned in their entirety—by a few arbitrary judges who believe 
they are capable of establishing values for an entire state.” 

The newspaper said that there are many persons who, while 


believing in freedom of speech and press, would deny that right 
to films. “But freedom of speech covers films, too,” said the paper. 
“It looks as though we'll have to limit our film-viewing to our 


sored.” 


television sets. Films on TV are quite old—but they’re uncen- 
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‘Wait ll Next Yr.’ on Ohio Censors; 


576 Saving in Exem 





7-Day Studio Union Law 
Okayed by Senate Unit 


Washington, May 26. 

Request of IATSE and _ the 
Screen Actors Guild that the Taft- 
Hartley Act be amended to cut 
the time within which new work- 
ers must join the union has been 
okayed by the Senate Labor 
Committee. 

Under the_law, workers have 30 
days in which to remain on the 
job before signing up for a union. 
Studio unions requested this be 
reduced to seven days for them, 
because of the casual and tempo- 
rary nature of the. work, with 
many employees engaged in inter- 
mittent jobs which don’t last 30 
days. 


Metro Pushes Up 
Top Pix Release 


With the summer months estab- 
lished as heavy b.o. grossers, Metro 
is reshuffling its release slate by 
pushing up additional “big” pic- 
tures. Aim is to gather in hefty 
coin during the sweltering season 
so that the company can close its 
fiscal year with a healthy earning 
statement. Its fiscal year ends 
Aug. 31. 

In the past, company has hit 
about $60,000,000 in domestic re- 
turns. By advancing the release of 
several pictures with name drawing 
power, it’s figured the gross earn- 
ings can be brought up to between 
$62,000,000 and $65,000,000. 

Company declared a dividend of 
20¢ per share last week on out- 
standing common stock. It’s pay- 
able June 30 to stockholders of rec- 
ord on June 12. Although company 
has maintained its 20c per sha 
quarterly dividend payment, its 
(Continued on page 6) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Mort Blumenstock 

Stanley Clements 

Morgan Cox 

Warren Duff 

Biff Elliott 

Marilyn Erskine 

Judith Evelyn 

Irving Fein 

John Forsythe 

Ben Frommer 

Tra Gershwin 

Claire Lou Gold 

Betty Grable 

John Houseman - 
Paul Jones 
Howard W. Koch 
Joan La Cour 
Bess Lewis 
Jerry Lewis 
John Lund 
Gordon MacRae 
Dean Martin 
Marjie Millar 
William Perlberg 
Mary Pickford 
Donald Randolph 
Roy Rowland 
George Seaton 
Dore Schary 
Aubrey Schenck 
Arthur Lee Simpkins 
Leonard Spigelgass 
John Sutton 

Wilbur Stark 

Gloria Swanson 
Norman Taurog 











Ruth Werthman 


Gig Young 











tion of Reels 


Columbus, May 26. 

Distribs of the five newsreels 
will save about $57,000 annually 
via elimination of reel censorship, 
which is expected here. That's on 
the basis of the $3 per print charge, 
which the film companies have 
been paying in clearing product 
with state censors. 

Wipeout of the newsreel end of 
censorship in the state appears a 
strong likelihood as a ‘“compro- 
mise” measure. Sen. Charles 
Mosher last week withdrew his bill 
to erase all official blue-penciling 
in the state when odds against its 
passage appeared too strong. 


Although move to kill off all 
censorship in Ohio has been de- 
feated, the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and other industry ele- 
ments here believe this is only a 
temporary setback. They’ve adopt- 
ed a “wait ‘til next year’ attitude, 
They sock home the point that the 
entire state has now become ‘“‘cen- 
sorship” conscious, that efforts in 
the future to legislate the eensors 
out of business will meet with 
less resistance than this first time 
out. 

Manning Clagett, MPAA rep in 
the New York office, came here 
yesterday (Mon.) for work with 
Sen. Mosher on pushing the new 
or which is Aimited to news- 
reels. 











N. Y. to Europe 
Pier Angeli 
Fortunat Baronat 
Herman Bernstein 
Rudolf Bing 
William Brandt 
Ruth Breoks 
Wells Church 
Bob Considine 
Al Daff 
-Alfred DeLiagre, Jr. 
Louis DeWohl 
Jay C. Flippen 
Arlene Francis 
Richard Greene 
F. Hugh Herbert 
Hedda Hopper 
Sol Hurok 
Betty Kean 
Jane Kean 
Dorethy Kilgallen 
Blanche Livingston 
Mrs. Leonard Lyons 
Jerry Mann 
Sig Mickelson 
Edward R. Murrow 
Richard Myers 
Harry Novak 
Merle Oberon 
Warren O’Hara 
Barron Polan 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Maria Riva 
J. Robert Rubin 
Douglas Shearer 
Lee Shubert 
Murray Silverstone 
Robert Taylor 
Eva Turner 
Astrid Varnay 
John C. Wilson 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Jack Benny 
Steve Broidy 
Harry Cohn 
Margaret Ettinger 
Allan Finn 

John C. Flinn, Jr. 
Irving Hoffman 
Sherry Jackson 
B. B. Kahane 
Danny Kaye 
Jerry Layton 
Olga Lee 

Harold Mirisch 
Mike Sloane 
Jerry Wald 

Eddie Wolpin 
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High Court Agrees to Hear 2 Cases 
Covering Antitrust on Coast, Balto 





Washington, May 26. 


The Supreme Court yesterday 
(Mon.) agreed to hear appeals on 
two motion picture antitrust cases 
but rejected a third. 

Most interesting of the two ap- 
peals accepted is the one by Part- 
mar Corp. and Fanchon & Marco, 
a treble damage suit involving op- 
eration of an L, A. Theatre. Couple 
of years ago, Paramount sought to 
evict Partmar as its tenant in the 
house, claiming such eviction was 
required by the Big 5 antitrust de- 
cree. At ‘the same time, Para- 
mount cut off its first runs to 
Partmar and the latter countersued 
for treble damages. In the lower 
courts the eviction suit was de- 
cided against Paramount and the 
treble damage case was decided 
against Partmar. 

Only portion of the case which 
the High Court said it would re- 
view is the treble damage counter- 
suit. 

Also accepted for review was an 
appeal by Theatre Enterprises, 
Inc., operating the Crest, a neigh- 
borhood house in Baltimore. Crest 
sought monetary damages and in- 
junctive relief against the majors 
for refusing to sell it first-run 
product. The indie theatre lost its 
case both in the trial court and in 
the Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Turned down by the Supreme 
Court was an appeal of Fanchon 
& Marco from the refusal of the 
distributors to sell it first-run 
product for the Baldwin, a large, 
modern nabe in L. A. Unusual 
gimmick here is that, while an 
appeal was pending in the cir- 
cuit court, Fanchon & Marco 
jumped to the Supreme Court and 
asked it to take immediate juris- 
diction. 


Indie Distribs to Wage 
War on $2,000,000 Censor 
Fees; Begin in 7 States 


Shifting the direction of the at- 
tack on film censorship, board of 
the Independent Motion Picture 
Distributors Assn. has advised its 
members that the license fee now 
collected in seven states and vari- 
ous localities represents an “un- 
constitutional” tax and that it in- 
tends to challenge such levies. 


Org, composed of indie importers 
and distribs, urged that the license 
fees be paid, “under protest,” with 
action to be instituted later to re- 
cover the coin. Time and place of 
a test case havgn’t been deter- 
mined as yet, according to Joseph 
Burstyn, IMPDAA board chairman. 


Pointing out that censor fees 
take more than $2,000,000 a year 
out of the industry’s pocket, 
IMPDAA urged the Motion Picture 

(Continued on page 15) 


PLENTY 3-D EQUIPMENT, 
NV ASSURES EXHIBS 


Hollywood, May 26. 

There will be no shortage of 
Polaroid 2-D goggles or filters for 
theatrical use, according to Colin 
Miller , general manager of Natural 
Vision Corp. Company, he an- 
nounced, can meet all - present 
demands from any source. 


Meanwhile Vera Berch Gunz- 
burg, veepee of Natural Vision 
Theatre Equipment Corp. an- 
nounced the firm is geared to out- 
fii an unlimited number of film 
houses with booth equipment for 
3-D projection. 











Ohio Muny Tax Repeals 
Toledo, May 26. 
Two. more Ohio municipalities 
have - repealed their municipal 
amusement taxes. One is Wells- 
Ville, where the tax proved a hard- 
Ship on the owner of the city’s only 
theatre, and the other is Galion. 
This makes about half a dozen 


that have repealed the stub tax in 
recent months. 


‘forerunner of a realignment of the 





Ben Hersh Exits Small 
To Set Own Indie Prod. | 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Ben Hersh, veepee and general 
manager of Edward Small Produc- 
tions for the last 18 months, is 
ankling July 1 to set up his own 
independent production. It’s ex- 
pected his duties will be absorbed 
by Leon Fromkess, who recently 
joined Small as executive veepee. 

Hersh supervised production on 
nine films for United-Artists re- 
lease during his tenure with Small, 


including “Kansas City Confiden- 
tial,” “Crosstown,” “Raiders of 
Seven Seas.” 


His initial production will be 
“Pursuit,” original screenplay by 
Harry Essex in 3-D and color. 


Doob Move Seen 
As Start of Loew's 
Exec Setup Shifts 


Shift of Loew’s theatres exec 
Oscar Doob to Metro’s homeoffice 
pub-ad department is seen as the 





executive setup of the theatre and 
distribution companies prior to 
final divorcement. Under consent 
decree requirements, Loew’s must 
separate the two companies by Feb- 
ruary, 1954. 

Doob’s position in the pub-ad de- 
partment is unclear, despite a com- 
pany announcement that his addi- 
tion “rounds out the executive pro- 
motional staff of M-G-M. .. .” 
Doob, a $75,000-a-year exec (less 
the recent company cut) was not 
issued a title. Annexation of Doob’s 
reported current salary of $1,325 
weekly to the pub-ad department’s 
budget is somewhat of a” puzzler. 
Four staffers, whose combined sal- 
aries totalled about $700 weekly, 
were recently let go for economy 
reasons. 

Announcement of the transfer of 
Doob, made by pub-ad veepee How- 
ard Dietz, lists Si Seadler as direc- 
tor of advertising, Dan Terrell as 
director of publicity and Emery 
Austin as director of exploitation. 
This is the first indication that 
Austin had been named as head of 
the exploitation department. He 

(Continued on page 15) 


MPAA Group Completes 
3-D Screen Uniformity 
Plan; Now Up to Board 


Representing first organized in- 
dustry effort to develop a formula 
for ultimate uniformity in wide- 
screen lensing and projection, spe- 
cial committee set up by the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America to 
explore the subject has completed 
its first draft of a plan for con- 
sideration by the MPAA board of 
directors. 

MPAA’s 3-D and_ widescreen 
study group has worked out a 
simple formula in which the pub- 
lic will play the key part. In broad 
outline, committee members have 
agreed on use of a “compatible” 
screen, i.e., one which will accom- 
modate various of the new aspect 
ratios, and the one which is given 
the biggest b.o. support by ticket 
buyers over a long haul eventually 
will be uniformly adopted by the 
major companies. 

MPAA directorate, comprising 
company presidents, expectedly 
will consider the formula at its 
next meeting in N.Y., date for 








which has yet to be set. 


Chairman of the widescreen-3D | 


group is Abe Schneider, Columbia 


v.p. and treasurer. 


RELEASE SET BUT 


CHURCH FEARED 


United Artists will send “The 
Moon Is Blue” into the normal dis- 
tribution groove in what is fur- 


ther shaping as first major test of | 


strength of Motion Picture Assn. 
of America’s 
recent history. 


The indie distrib .outfit clearly 
has been undeterred in its plans 
for handling “Blue” both (1) by 
the Production Code Administra- 
tion’s refusal to approve the film 
and last week (2) by the MPAA 
board of directors’ vote sustaining 
that nix. . 


Film, which is an Otto Prem- 
inger-F. Hugh Herbert presenta- 
tion, as adapted from Herbert's 
legiter of the same title (closing 
on Broadway this week after a 
run of over two years) is a com- 
edy treatment of sexual matters, 
all in dialog. Characters are out- 
spoken in their verbal joustings 
anent seduction and references to 
“a professional virgin.” 


While withholding official com- 
ment, it’s apparent that UA in- 
tends to release the film about mid- 
summer. It’s indicated that deci- 
sions on this were reached over 
the. past weekend and no booking 
dates have been set yet. 


MPAA board, comprising mem- 
ber company presidents or their 
standins, and MPAA president 
Eric A. Johnston saw the film at 
UA’s homeoffice screening room 
last Thursday (21). Following 
about an hour’s discussion, they de- 
cided to sustain Production Code 
Administrator Joseph I. Breen’s 
ruling against “Blue.” 


Directorate, it’s understood, rec- 
ommended numerous dialog and 
film deletions as a means of get- 


(Continuec on page 18) 


‘Adult’ Rating on Films 
Being Sought as Result 
Of ‘Moon’ Code Seal Nix 


Sentiment for some kind of new 
classification of pix, possibly an 
“adult” rating similar to the one 
with which films are tagged in Eu- 
rope, is being voiced among exhibs 
in N. Y. in the wake of last week's 
Motion Picture Assn. of America’s 
refusal to grant a Production Code 
seal to “The Moon Is Blue.” 

Theatremen, a good many of 
whom had attended the “Moon Is 
Blue’} preview at Loew’s 72d St. 
Theatre, N. Y., May 21, in the main 
disagreed with the decision to with- 
hold the seal from the picture. 
Most of them, and particularly 
indie operators, said flatly that 
they would play the film if it were 
offered to them, regardless of 
whether or not it had PCA ap- 
proval. 

“There are too many restrictions 
in Hollywood now,” one circuit 
head opined. “When ‘A Moon Is 
Blue’ comes along, and I actually 
have a chance to see that it’s done 
in adult style but without violat- 
ing good taste, why shouldn't I 
book it? Anyway, it looked like a 
moneymaker to me.” Some opera- 
tor commented further that if pix 
were doing any harm to youngsters, 
it was the fault of horror films and 
gangster melodramas rather than 
adult yarns “which are over the 
heads of the kids anyway.” 

Thought was repeatedly ex- 
pressed that it wasn’t fair to pun- 

(Continued on page §) 


Grainger, Boasberg Back 
To N.Y. After RKO Huddles 


RKO prez James R. Grainger 
and sales chief Charles Boasberg 
due back at the N. Y. homeoffice 
tomorrow (Thurs.) after a four-day 
studio study of upcoming product. 

Grainger also had confabs with 
studio chief Howard Hughes on 
his sked. The chief exec last week, 
in a report to stockholders, report- 
ed that distribution economies are 
being effected but did not detail 
these. 








UA DEFIES CODE ON BLUE ‘MOON 








Production Code in| 





| 
] 
} 
i 
} 
} 





| 
| 
| 











| 


RKO Still Has $8,000,000 in Credit 
Kitty, to Be Tapped by March, 55 





Owned by Mrs. Goldwyn? 


Riddle in RKO homeoffice cir- 
cles concerns unknown plans for 
about 45 films produced by Samuel 
Goldwyn prior to his “Best Years 
of Our Lives” (1946) and which are 
owned by his wife. 

Mrs. Frances Goldwyn, who re- 
ceived the films as a gift from her 
husband, had set up a corporate 
outfit known as Howard (her 
maiden name) Productions but has 
yet to indicate her intentions. The 
Golawyns are now vacationing in 
Europe. 

Goldwyn organization, inciden- 
tally, is thinking in terms of a 
“Best Years” reissue, but this has 
yet to be specifically set. 


Exhibs Fear 
Customer Nix 


Of 3-D Tix Tilt 


Noting that the novelty of 3-D 
pictures has passed, exhibs are giv- 
ing warning that hiked terms for 
the depth pix will no longer be 
tolerated. The public, according to 
exhib informants, will no longer go 
for hiked admish prices for 3-D 





films. Future pix in the medium | 


will be accepted only on regular 
rental terms, exhibs stress. 
Although Warner Bros.’ “House 
of Wax” is still reaping hefty b.o. 
returns, exhibs note that the re- 


turns.on Columbia’s “Man in the | 


Dark” are only fair. 


Exhib warning apparently is 
based on the number of 3-D pix 
which will hit the market shortly. 
Set for release soon are Columbia’s 
“Fort Ti,’ Paramount's “Sangaree,” 
Metro’s “Arena,” Universal’s “It 
Came From Outer Space,” 20th- 
Fox’s “Inferno” and Warner’s 
“Charge of Feather River.” 


Although exhib campaign pre- 
viously had been levelled at the 
pre-release, high-percentage “flat” 
specials, this is the first indication 
theatremen will resist hiked terms 
on the depth films. Exhibs contend 
they are winning their battle 
against the high terms, with the 

(Continued on page 18) 


Beresin Renamed Barker 





‘At Mexico Variety Meet: 


Houston, M’w’kee Honored 


Mexico City, May 26. 

Concluding one of its mast suc- 
cessful conventions and the first 
held here, Variety Clubs Interna- 
tional delegates elected officers 
and named the winners of its an- 
nual Heart Award at closing 
session last Thursday (21). Jack 
Beresin of Philadelphia was re-| 
elected chief barker by acclama- | 
tion. Other officers chosen were | 
George Hoover, first veepee; Mur- | 
ray Weis, second veepee; George | 
Eby, secretary; Jack Chisholm, | 
treasurer, and William McCraw, | 
executive director. 

Two tents shared the annual 
Heart Award, with Houston’s No. | 
34 and Milwaukee’s No. 14 split- 
ting the honors. Houston was cited | 
for \ts “guidance of thousands of | 
youths toward good citizenship.” | 
The Milwaukee tent received the | 
nod for its asseciation with Mar- 
quette U. Medical School in com- 
bating heart disease. Humanity 
Award: went to scientist Albert 
Waksman. 

Dallas was chosen as the site for 
the 1954 convention. 

International heart committee. 
chairman Nathan D. Golden re- 





+ RKO still has intact an $8,000,000 


| Wha’ Hoppen to 45 Films Hughes, 


as set up by Howard 
and has until March 1, 
1955, to tap this source. Although 
| the fund was established more than 
| seven months ago, the film com- 
pany hasn’t availed itself of any 
part of it so far. 


This was disclosed last week in 
advance of RKO’s anfiual meeting 
of stockholders, which is set for 
|next Wednesday (3) in Dover, Del. 


At the time he sold his control 
|of the company to the Ralph 
Stolkin group, Hughes agreed to 
|make the $8,000,000 available to 
finance its operations. Company 
hasn’t been pressed for cash, and 
|for this obvious reason hasn't 
picked up any of the Hughes 
money. 


Hughes, of course, regained con- 
| trol but details of the loan agree- 
| ment with the corporation became 
| lost from public view. It provides 
| for a service charge of 34% on all 
| money held in availability for RKO 
;}and an interest rate of 342% per 
|year for all monies borrowed. 
| It also was disclosed that under 
|the loan agreement, RKO will 
| pledge various of its properties 
| with certain exceptions, the most 
| important of which is the entire in- 
| ventory of films released domes- 
| tically prior to Jan. 1, 1949. 
| RKO’s cash on hand as of Jan. 3, 
| 1953, was listed at almost $5,320,- 
000, in a notice which was mailed 
| to stockholders. Inventories as of 
| that date total $18,318,931, includ- 
| ing $6,157,000 in completed pix at 
| cost, less amortization; $4,699,500 
| in unreleased, completed product 
(Continued on page 20) 





Marciano-Walcott Bout 
| In UA’s 3-D, 2-D a Short 
Count; Only 500 Dates 


Dual version—3-D and conven- 
tional—of the Rocky Marciano vs. 
Jersey Joe Walcott championship 
prizefight is proving a disappoint- 
ment to United Artists, distributor 
of the special production. Com- 
pany has about 500 dates for the 
pic. 

That’s about one-fourth of the 
sales volume which might have 
materialized if the bout went full 
length and had some spectacular 
points. Fray had a_ controversial 
climax via the knockout count on 
Walcott but otherwise was re- 
garded as colorless, It was the 
first picturization of a bout in 
depth, which doubtless was an- 
other helpfui factor. 

On the basis of sales to exhibs 
to date, it’s apparent that efforts 
to salvage the pic via footage pad- 
ding were only partially success- 
ful. Film was built up to 17 min- 
utes of running time with training 
camp scenes, a reprise of the fight 
in slow motion, and other bits. 


McILWAINE AS COAST 
CINERAMA EXHIB HEAD 


Hollywood, May 26. . 
New managing director of the 
Hollywood engagement of Cine- 
rama is William McIlwaine. Ap- 
pointment was made by Lester 
Isaac, theatre exhibition chief, 
prior to his departure for N. Y. 
Cinerama’s western division 
manager, Cliff Giessman, goes to 
Chicago next week for the open- 
ing of “This Is Cinerama” at the 
Palace Theatre. Later he will re- 
sume negotiations for an opening 
in San Francisco. 


| 
} 











Lewis Exits ‘Jungle’ 
Hollywood, May 26. 
By mutual agreement, Joseph H. 
Lewis withdrew as director of ‘Fhe 
Naked Jungle” at Paramount and 
was replaced by Byron Haskin, who 
directed “War of the Worlds.” : 
Picture, to be lensed’in Techni- 


ported that Variety Clubs Interna-| color, is slated to start June 15, 
tional spent more than $2,100,000 | with Charlton Heston and Eleanor 


(Continued on page 62) 


Parker in top roles. 
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‘It Came From “Oater 


(2-D.WIDESCREEN) 


Three-D, widescreen, stereo- 
phonic seund science-fiction 
thriller. Stout b.o. outlook, 
with Richard Carison. 


Hollywood, May 21. 
é William Al 


Charles 
sell Johnson, Kathieen Hughes. 
Sawyer. Dave Willock, Alan Dexter. 
rected by Jack Arnold. Screenplay, Harry 
Essex; siory, Ray Bradbury; camera (3-D), 
Clifford Stine; editor, Paul Weatherwax; 
musical direction, Joseph Gershenson. 
Previewed May 18, °53. Running time, 80 
MINS. 





Richard Cartson | 


Ellen Fields Barbara Rush 
Sheriff Matt Warren Charles Drake | 
Russell Johnson 

Jane : — — 
ose wyer 

Pete I Dare Willock 
Alan Dexter 


John Putnam 


Pete Davis 
Dave Loring 


Universal has a strong money | 
entry in this science-fiction fea- | 
ture, which is assured attention in | 
the present market by use of 3-D, | 
stereophonic sound and. wide-| 
screen. Without these added | 


ticket-sellers, film would have had 
okay chane-s in regular release 
and, with the novelties, it seems 
a surefire bet to grab a respectable 
share of the b.o. coin currently 
going to tricked-up features. 
Previewcd in an aspect ratio of 
1.85 to 1 on Universal’s huge stu- | 
dio screen, offering proves that 3-D | 
has been waiting for, and needing, | 
widescreen projection. Under the | 
big treatment, there is added ex- | 
citement. Diminishing effect so 
noticeable with standard-size pro- | 
jection of 3-D is completely elimi- | 
nated. 
With exception of a few scenes, | 
in which objects move fast across | 
the screen, the depth process is| 


very gaod. Tne fast-moving scenes | . 


cause some vision strain, but these | 
sequences are very few. Picture 
has been smartly fashioned to 
take advantage of all the tricks of 
science-fiction and 3-D under W:1- 
liam Alland’s preduction helming. 
Stereo process is not used as just 
an excuse to pelt an audience with 
flying objects and, with one ex- 
ception, when missiles come out 
of the screen they are tied in logi- 
cally with the story. The execcp- 
tion, and one to which males won't 
object, concerns a walkon scene, | 
featuring busty Kathleen Hughes, | 
apparently spotted to show that) 
sticks and stones are not the only | 
things that can be projected - into | 
the auditorium. 


Direction by Jack Arnold whips | 
up an air of suspense in putting | 
the Harry Essex screenplay on film, | 
and there is considerable atmos- 
phere of reality created, which 
stands up well enough if the /ogic 
of it all is not examined too close- 
ly. Most audiences will not be too 
critical of several plot holes that 
tale. Some of 
the threat posed by the landing 
of visitors from space on earth is 
lessened when it is established the 
chance visitors intend no harm, 
and dialog in the sequences mak- 
a this point is not particu_ariy 
good. 





Otherwise, the Ray Bradbury 
story prcyves te be good science- 
fiction for the legion of film fans 
who like scare entertainment, well 
done. Yarn opens with Richard 
Carlson, a scientist, and Barbara 
Rush, his’ school-teacher fiancec. 
observing the landing of a ficry 
object in the Arizona desert. At 
first believing it is a meteor, Carl- 
son changes his opinion when he 
ventures into the crater made by 
the object’s crash and_ becomes 
convinced it is some kind of space 
ship. A landslide covers it so no 
one else will believe him. 


Strange things begin to happen 
in the community. Townspeople 
disappear and their likenesses are 
taking over by the space visitors. 
It gradually dawns on the peopie 
that Carlson was right the first 


time, but now he has had contact | William 


with the sirange visitors and 


knows they mean no harm and | Davie 


want only to repair their ship and 
take off again. 


or in the forms of their kidnap 
victims. - - 

wel, with, plenty depth, 
over en ’ 
particul in the r desert 
shots. Joseph Gershenson directs 
an eerie musical score that uses a 
theremin to emphasize the space- 
fiction mood. Brog. 


The Hinda 
(COLOR) 


Adventure yarn, with” Boris 
Karioff, filmed in India which 
can be exploited for okay re- 
turns in arties and géneral re- 
lease. 


Hollywood, May 23. 

Frank Ferrin prvuduction (no release 
set). Stars Nino Marvel, Béris Karloff, 
Lou Krugman, Reginald Denny, June 
Foray, Victor Jory; features Jay Novello, 
Lisa Howard. Peter Coe, Paul Marion, 
Vito Seotti. Directed and written by 
“renk Ferrin. Associate producer, Ralph 
Ferrin; camera ‘Eastman color), Allen 
Stensvold, Jatk McCoskey: editor, Jack 


| Foley; music, Daksnamurti. Previewed 


May 15, ‘53. Running time, 8? MINS. 


“The Hindu” packs enough ex- 
ploitation values in its 89 minutes’ 
running time to rack up satisfac- 
tory returns in general market, as 
well as in the art houses. Filmed 
in India by radio producer Frank 
Ferrin for his initial sereen effort, 


ful Eastman Color footage, plus 
many moments of excitemeni which 
will pay off in the b.o. 

Story is negligible, attention cen- 
tering on exotic atmosphere, made 
possible only by Ferrin taking his 
troupe to the southern India state 
of Mysore. Spectacle is emphasized, 
such as Ferrin lensing inside the 
fabulous palace of the Maharajah 
of Mysore, and limning in detail 
splendor of the Dasara, most im- 
portant of all Hindu religious cere- 
monies, 


boy and a leopard, a jungle fire 
and the stampede it causes among 
wild animals, a stalking tiger and 
a striking cobra, and depredations 
of*a fire-worshipping cult which 
motivates what little plot there is. 

Activities of this cult background 
the actions of film’s hero, a young 
mahout, favorite of the Maharajah 
of Bakore, who, after his sister 
end her husband are burned alive 
by the fire-worshippers in a move 
to strike terror among the natives, 
sets out to break up the cult. He 
ultimately accomplishes this 
through his elephant and a pet 
tiger. 

Ferrin makes slick use of native 
life. Characters generally are well 
enacted to lend credence to tale, 
Nino Marcel scoring as the boy 
mahout, Gunga Ram, and Lou 
Krugman standing out as the rajah. 
Boris Karloff, obviously in for mar- 
quee strength, is a semi-heavy, as 
the rajah’s general opposed to the 
boy, Reginald Denny is in briefly 
as the British regent and Victor 
Jory has a few scenes as one of 
the leaders of the cult, before being 


killed off by a cobra, June Foray a 


is the high-priestess. 

Technical credits are highly 
placed, particularly the lush color 
photography of Allen Stensvold 
and Jack McCoskey. Outstanding, 
too, is the music by Daksnamurti, 
which creates a proper exotic mood 
for the action. Whit. 


. Savage Frontier 


Mild entry in Allan “Rocky” 
Lane program oater series. 


° Hollywood, May 21. 
Republic release of Rudy Ralston pro- 
duction. Stars Allan “Rocky” Lane, Black 
Jack (equine); features 4 Waller, Bob 
Steele, Dorothy Patrick, Roy Barcroft, 
ichard Avonde, Bill Phipps. Directed by 
d Ge 7 ; Bud 
;. camera, u 
Thackery; editor, "ofersia Minter. Pre- 
laina May 19, ’53. Running time, 53 


Allan “Rocky” Lane. .Ailan “Rocky” Lane 
His Stallion . Black Jack 


Eddy Waller 
b Steele 


ecccceses Roy Barcroft 
Cherokee Kid .......... 
Johnny Webb ......+0005. chant —_ 


Climax comes when an angry | Pa 


mob of citizens gathers to attack 
the spacemen. Carlson is able to 


Fans of Allan “Rocky” Lane will 





delay the attack long enough for 
the ship to be repaired and the 
strange beings take off. 

Carlson is excellent as the sci- 
entist, and Miss Rush makes an 
attractive pariner. Charles Drake 
is good as the sheriff, and there are 
some excellent supporting per- 
formanccs, among these being the 
work of Russell Johnson and Jo- 
seph Sawyer. Picture spares wea!: 
souls among the audience from 
prolonged views of the spacemen’s 
true forms. From the few bvi-f 

; —_— it would seem they look 
ike giant, peeled eyeballs, floa'- 
ing in a gaseous mixture *-~" + 
— globes. Mostly the visitors 

ke the position of the camera's 
lens, looking out at the natives, 


find this a mild entry in his usually 
actionful western series. He pitches 
hard with the heroics, but can't 
make much of weak material, «so 
| his name will have to carry it in 
| the programmer market. 

In his familiar role of U. S. 


outlaws to justice. Latter have 
bumped off one law man who has 
been trailing them as they made 
their way to Bitter Springs, where 
their secret leader, Roy Barcroft, 
poses as a respectable citizen. 
Lane gets one of the killers while 
the latter is under gas for the re- 
moval of a bad tooth, and when he 





| escapes, the hero begins to tie Bar- | h 


| croft into all of the dirty work. 
‘It takes him a little while to guide 





Exploitation angles are offered | 
in a gory fight. between a native) 


Kins\the script and direction, 


Marshal, Lane is out to bring some | d 





Tonight at 8:30 

“Tonight at 8:30,” British 
import which preemed at the 
Baronet Theatre, N.Y., yes- 
terday (Tues.), was reviewed 
Sept. 17, 1952 by VARIETY 
from London under title of 
“Meet Me Tonight.” The 
Anthony Havelock-Allan pro- 
duction stars Valerie Hobson, 
Stanley Holloway, Nigel Pat- 
rick, Ted Ray, Kay Walsh and 
Jack Warner. Continental Dis- 
tributors is releasing in the 


U.S. 

“Three of Noel Coward’s 
vintage pieces from “Tonight 
at 8:30’ have been put to- 
gether to provide a_ better- 
class although sowewhat dated 
entertainment,” Myro wrote. 
“Stories are presented without 
any connecting link, but lose 
little thereby. Array of star 
names should be a potent sell- 
ing factor in Britain, and it 
should prove a warm entry for 
the U.S. art house clientele.” 


situations to the point where he 
can get the goods on Barcroft. In 
doing so, he also saves Bob Steele, 
an ex-con trying to go straight, 
from becoming involved with the 
law again and lets off Steele’s kid 


| brother, Bill Phipps, for having 
all the pomp and pageantry of the 


subcontinent are caught in beauti-| 


been involved in an early robbery 
because he was so young at the 
time. 

Barcroft turns in his standard 
villainry. Showing best in this 
department is Richard Avonde as a 
cold-blooded killer. Eddy Waller, 
the town’s constable-dentist-barber, 
is around for some mild chuckles 
and Dorothy Patrick is in for some 
slight distaff interest. Others in 
support are adequate to the light 
eee of Harry Keller’s direc- 
ion. 

Production values under Rudy 
Ralston’s guidance are average for 
the budget oater classification. as 
are the technical assists. Breg. 


Sangaree 
(3-D-COLOR) 


é 
Romantic costumer with 3-D, 
Arlene Dahl, Fernando Lamas, 
to help pull overall good re- 
turns. 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Paramount release of William H. Pine- 
William C. Thomas production. Stars Fer- 
nando Lamas, Arlene Dahl. Patricia Me- 
dina; features Francis L. Sullivan, Charles 
Korvin, Tom Drake, John Sutten, Willard 
Parker. Directed by Edward Ludwig. 
Screenplay, David Duncan; adaptation, 
Frank Moss, from novel by Frank G. 
Slaughter; camera (3-4, Technicolor), Lio- 
nel Lindon, Wallace Kelley; editor, How- 
ard Smith; music score, Lucien Cailliet. 
ceeeaewen May 21, ’53. Running time, 94 


Dr. Carlos Morales Fernando Lamas 

FOR TOU 6 ciidvececss . Arlene Dahl 

Patricia Medina 

Francis L. Sullivan 

rles Korvin 

Tom Drake 

Harvey Bristo John Sutton 

Gabriel Thatch Willard Parker 

Judge Armstrong Charles Evans 

Gen. Darby Lester Matthews 

Dr. Tyrus .......eee+...... Roy Gordon 

Captain Bronson Lewis L. R 
McIntosh 


Felix Nelson 
oltaire Perkins 


Frank G. Slaughter’s romantic 
drama of the Deep South in the 
post-American Revolution period 
has been dressed up in Techni- 
color, 3-D and widescreen to make 
it a promising offering for the 
current gimmick-minded film mar- 
ket. Its chances appear excellent, 
since it is tailored for equipment 
in any theatre. It can play 2-D as 
okay general market entertain- 
ment, or 3-D and widescreen, for 
the extra b.o. dollars that are com- 
ing the way of films using the new 
photographic techniques. 

William H. Pine and William C. 
Thomas have lavished considerable 
production coin on the effort, both 
in the cost of filming for wide- 
screen stereoptics and in costuming 
and settings for colonial era of the 
Slaughter novel. The silks-and- 
satin, lovely ladies and strong-men 
period has a romantic flavor that 
is good escapism, even when pre- 
sented “flat.” Producing team 
could have paid more attention to 
since 
neither of these develop enough 
action to balance the romantic 
didoes and both are inclined to 
dwell on nonessential scenes and 
long dialog passages to neglect of 
the basically sound story. 

Star teaming of Fernando Lamas 
and Arlene Dahl adds some pub- 
licity values to go with the picture's 
exploitation possibilities, and they 
bring off their roles satisfactorily, 
even though the characters are 

rawn in two dimensions, in the 
writing and playing. Miss Dahl's 
beauty is dazzling in 3-D, and she 
wears the period costumes splen- 
didly. Lamas, too, comes off well 
Physically in the depth treatment, 
although acting-wise he’s a bit too 
consciously the dashing, masterful 
lover. Stronger direction by Ed- 
— Ludwig would have helped 
Screen story, adapted by Frank 
Moss from the Slaughter novel and 


li| George H. Lioyd. Directed by _ Willia 


seripted by David Duncan, has 
Lamas, the free son of an inden- 
tured servant, inheriting control of 
a vast Georgia estate when his 
benefactor es. Guidance by 
Lamas is acceptable to Tom Drake, 
son of the benefactor, but it draws 
the ire of Miss Dahl, the dead 
man’s spitfire daughter. Despite 
the complications that inevitably 
arise, the manner of presentation 
makes it an easy conclusion that 
the finale will find Lamas and Miss 
Dahl willing to work together, in 
business and as a matrimonial 
team, 

Mixed in with Lamas’ troubles 
with Miss Dahl are other story 
tangents that have to do with his 
duties as public health officer for 
Savannah, which is threatened with 
the plague; pirate action against 
ships carrying goods from the 
plantation Sangaree; a bitter feud 
with Francis L. Sullivan, pompous, 
old-school doctor, and his lawyer 
son, John Sutton; the advances of 
Patricia Medina, wife of Drake, 


some juvenile comedy and n 
Leslie has more to do they the 
usual cater heroine. Technica} 
credits, from Bud Thackery’s jens. 
ing on down, are okay. Brog, 


Continue@ from page 5 


ish the entire adult audience in 
order to stay within limits accept. 
able to the younger customers. and 
that one way of giving the studios 
a wider scope of story selection 
would be to tag pix “adult” and 
thus define the audience leve) for 
which they were made. 

This policy has long been advo. 
cated by Dr. Hugh M. Flick, the 
N. Y. censor, who has written to 
Britain for that country’s censor. 
ship regulations. He intends to 
interest the .N. Y. Board of Re. 
gents in the British setup. Films 





anc sundry other complicating bits 
of story detail, many of which | 
could have been cast out to better- | 
ment of the picture. 

The P-T production makes legit 
use of 3-D for story purposes, 
rather than as straight trickery. 
In the few action moments, the 


there are classified by the censor 
who indicates what juveniles 
should or shouldn’t see. 

Position of the major chains 
via “Moon Is Blue” hasn’t crystal. 
lized as yet, but in the past Loew’s 
and RKO have stated they would 





first of which does not come until | 
the picture is 45 minutes into its} 
94 minutes of running time, objects | 
come out of the screen, either in | 
a well-staged barroom brawl be-| 
tween Lamas and “Killer” Car! | 
Davis, pro wrestler, when bodies | 
one flung about, or in a woodland 
duel scene, in which a thrown knife | 
draws a startled gasp. Early in the 
film, there is a most effective love 
scene between Lamas and Miss 
Dahl, during which she visibly 
bites his lip after a particularly 
intense kiss. Wow. : 

Miss Medina, another looker in 
either 2-or 3-D, is the third star 
of the picture but is almost lost 
in the shuffie. Drake is excellent 
as her husband. Sullivan is a| 
flamboyant heavy, as is Sutton. 
The Frenchman character, sup- 
posedly pirate, played by Charles 
Korvin, is poorly established. Wil- | 
lard Parker and the others come | 
over satisfactorily. 

Lionel Lindon and Wallace 
Kelley shared the camera chores 
and have given the production ex- 
cellent lensing. In only a few 
instances does the depth process 
bother the vision. Lucien Cailliet’s 
music score catches the period 
spirit and helps the mood, and 
Fdith Head’s costumes grace the 
femmes, Brog. 


Iron Mountain Trail 


Rex Allen in okay oater for 
western programmer market. 


Hollywood; May 21. 
Republie release of Edward J. White 
production. Stars Rex Allen, Koko 
(equine); features Slim Pickens, Grant 
Withers. Nan Leslie, Roy Barcroft, For- 
rest Taylor, Alan Bridge, John Hamilton, 


m 

Whitney. Screenplay, Gerald Gera ty 

William Lively; camera, Bud ck- 
Tony Martinelli. Previewed 
unning time, 53 — 


story. 


Slim Pickens 
Roger McCall 
+ a ym al Nan Leslie 


Forrest Taylor 
Alan Bridge 
John Hamilton 
George H. Lloyd 


Another version of how the Pony 
Express was started is given in 
“Tron Mountain Trail,” a Rex Al- 
len starrer that will please the 
giddyap addicts along the western 
programmer trail. Plot runs itself 
ragged in several directions, but 
good vs. evil remains clearcut, and 
enough action is mixed in to sat- 
isfy the Saturday matinee trade. 

Allen, who usually combines 
some sagebrush chanting with his 
saddle chores, skips tunes in this 
one. In this one, he is a U.S. postal 
inspector sent to California to 
speed up mail deliveries and find 
out why mail is being tampered 
with while enroute by ship between 
San Diego and San Francisco. The 
tampering angle tapers off into 
nothing, as Allen concentrates on 
staging an overland-sea race to see 
which can provide the faster mail 
transportation. Villians Grant 
withers and Roy Barcroft, who 
hold the -water franchise, de their 
durndest to slow down the stage 
trek, but since the hero is carrying 
on this phase of the race, it’s a 
cinch the horse will win out over 
the ship. Tide in with the mail 
franchise angles of the competi- 
tion is the necessity of getting a 
signed confession back from San 
Diego in time to save an innocent 
man from hanging for murder, and 
Allen dashes in on Koko, his edu- 
cated steed, in time’s nick. All 
these doings signal the start of the 
Pony Express, according to the Re- 
—_ version. 

erformances under William 
Whitney's direction are adequate to 
spelling out the Gerald Geraghty 





script, based on a story by William 
Lively. Slim Pickens’ is in for 





not book American films without 
the seal. “Moon” issue is expected 
to revive the question of a circuit 
pledge to stick with the Code, 
Matter had been under discussion 
some time ago. Should there be a 
break among the circuits, MPAA 
undoubtedly will seek to strengthe 
en the Code position at the exhibi- 
tion end. ; 

Idea of giving pix “adult” ratings 
was routidly dismissed by Spyros P, 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, in N.Y, 
Monday ‘25). “That would be the 
beginning of the end,’ ‘Skouras 
stated flatly, adding that he couldn't 
see it even as a recommendation 
for parents to guide their thinking 
re attendance by their offspring. 


Deadlock Snafu 


Continueé from page 4 == 


threatened a strike following a 
complete nix of their terms. New 
talks so far have only involved the 
front room employees, with a date 
for the backroom staffers yet to be 
set. 


Deals to date have been set with 
midwest and southern exchanges, 
The northwest area, like New York, 
has been a staunch holdout, and 
it’s this area that the filmeries are 
trying to crack before returning 
to N. Y. 

Meanwhile, Local H-63 is making 
progress in its drive to organize 
white collar employees at Loew's 
and Metro. Staffers have been un- 
affiliated since the demise of the 
Screen, Office and Professional 
Employees Union two years ago. 
Union claims to have received 
enough signed cards to file a peti- 
tion for an election with the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board. 
Should Local H-63 succeed in be- 
coming the bargaining agent for 
Loew’s and Metro, it will have un- 
der its jurisdiction every film out: 
fit except American Broadcasting- 
United Paramount. 


Metro Pushes 


Continued from page 4 


earning dipped in the first quarter 
to the point where the per share 
earnings amounted to only 6c. 
However, earnings took a jump, re- 
sulting im a 42¢ per share earning 
for the half-year stanza. 

Among piciures slated to bolster 
the summer schedule are “Latin 
Lovers,” starring Lana Turner and 
Ricardo Montalban, and “Ride, 
Vaquero,” starring Ava Gardner 
and Robert Taylor. In addition, 
company has pushed up the re- 
lease of “Lili,” with Leslie Caron 
in the Iead role. Other pix set for 
summer release include “Danger: 
ous When Wet.” Esther Williams 
starrer; “Main Street to Broad- 
way,” featuring top Broadway 
names; “The Big Leaguer,” star- 
ring Edward G. Robinson; “The 
Band Wagon,” toplining Fred As- 
taire, and “Give the Girl a Break, 
with Debbie Reynolds and Margé 
and Gower Champion. 





RKO SELLS RANCH 
Hollywood, May 26. 

RKO ‘sold its 96-acre ranch 10 
Encino for $600,000. Tract, bought 
30 years ago, will be subdivided for 
a housing project. ; 

Understood the studio had n° 
pressing need for the ranch, as it 
has 40 acres of room on its RK 
Pathe lot in Culver City. 
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MPAA Theatres as he left for Europe | “Th Great G d Pa "tek - mony of TOA prexy Alfred Starr | bY $74,675.86. Plaintiff asks that | an aspect ratio of about 2.25 to 1 
rengthe where, he disclosed, he will nego- | Charles ‘Che tin) ay about | before the Senate Small Business| amount, plus $100,000 damages. j|and is good for Cinerama-type 
exhib: {ne for foreign Aims to preem at | Gaat'*hycpe Pty, Md, nearly, 40) Committee was more in line with Speyer ag fe go 
, houses in N. ¥. There’s no} : ree - ied’s attitude than any time in| Un ; s required, 
ratings inane so th “eid 42 the chain! seat Ue vunatte cae eae ol the past. In previous attempts to | * 9¢ 7 | it is moved to the orchestra pit. 
yros P, to go into distribution. this Alabama-made film ;merge the two exhib orgs, Allied | S a e | System at the moment works 
ar Padi : . i i i | best on screen up to 50 feet in size 
n N.Y, Continental Distributing, Inc., re- has nixed the idea while TOA has ‘ nm UE . 
be the cently férmed, has acquired the J. been the wooer. Main reason for ; ‘ However, Leigh and his co-workers, 
kouras Arthur Rank production, “Tonight | = | Allied’s turndown of TOA’s pro- ? notably Ralph Hogue, have come 
ouldn’t at 8:30 ” based on three Noel Cow- we pain a S | posaks has been the former org’s 0 Ow! al up with a new method for putting 
ndation ard plays. Frank Kassler is part- owe | feeling that TOA represented the : more image on film which, it's 
1inking nered in the new outfit with Walter a interests of the large chains and claimed, will permit them to fill a 
ring. Reade, Jr. of the Reade circuit. | that the ties of many of its mem- Cinerama-size screen. 
Pic opened in N. Y. Monday (25) if nag i ber outfits were too allied with or - @ 00 Glamorama eventually will be 
at Reade’s Baronet Theatre. many distribs. Personality differ- flexible, so that it can be used for 
‘i's hadenttend: that ‘Trene-Lax ences between long time leaders of | a ratio anywhere from 1.75 to 1 to 
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Theatres also intends to buy up a 
number of imports to feature at its 
first-run outlets. Prexy Richard 
Brandt is blueprinting the scheme. 
More than a year ago, Trans-Lux 
bought “Seven Days to Noon,” Brit- 
ish thriller, for a long run at one 
of its houses before handing it on 
for distribution. 


Among the ops who have bought 
foreign pix, to take them out of the 





hot competition for N. Y. first-run 


films, is George Schwartz, who op- | 


erates the Little Carnegie, World 
Theatre and others. 


Allied Pitches Formula 
On Pre-Releases; Okay 
For Keys, Nix for Nabes 


Noting that complaints relating 
to pre-release advanced-price pic- 
tures came mainly from nabe and 
small town theatres, an Allied’ 
States Assn. unit has come up with 
a formula which, it says, might 
be a solution. It suggests that the 
first showing in a big city be treat- 
ed as the first-run on general re- 
lease, and that the other estab- 
lished availabilities be in no wise 
disturbed. 


“The first-run,” says Allied The- 
atre Owners of Indiana, “would 
have all the attributes of a pre-re- 
lease or roadshow, and should be 
very profitable to the distributor.” 
However, exhib outfit notes that 
the same theatre would not there- 
after have another first-run on gen- 
eral release and the subsequent 
run and small town availabilities 


would not be unduly extended as 
they are now. 


Allied unit’s attitude is that if 
theatres in cities of 75,000 and over 
want to meet distrib terms on pre- 
release pix, “what skin is that off 
our nose?” Indie exhib complaints 
are based on: (1) the waiting time 
(clearance) between the comple- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Fabian-Rosen UJA Lunch 


Testimonial luncheon given Stan- 
ey Warner execs Si Fabian and 
Samuel Rosen at the Hotel Plaza, 
N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) by the mo- 
tion picture and amusement divi- 
Sion of the United Jewish Appeal 
Was attended by more than 250 top 
industryites, 

Event represented the high 
Point in the UJA’s current $750,000 
fund-raising drive in behalf of the 
needy in Israel. Among those ad- 
essing the conclave were Motion 

icture Assn. of America prexy 
ric Johnston and UJA exec-veepee 
Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz. 














~ 5006 Loan Bid 


Spanish insistence on a $500,000 
loan from the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, to be used for the 
purchase of equipment for Spanish 
studios, last week resulted in the 
suspension of talks for a new Span- 
ish-American film deal. 

Stalemate was reached between 
MPAA and Jose Jimenez-Arnau, 
the Madrid negotiator, when a com- 
promise agreement had been almost 
clinched and had already been in- 
formally broached to the MPAA 
board. Arnau had casually men- 
tioned the loan request at the 
start of the powwows, but hadn’t 
brought it up again during the 
discussions. He leaves for home 
today (Wed.) amidst expectations 
that talks will be renewed in Ma- 
drid in June or September. 

Loan request: was turned down 
by MPAA both as impractical and 
as setting an undesirable precedent. 
It was pointed out that MPAA as 
an association wasn’t in any posi- 
tion to advance such coin to a 

(Continued on page 18) 


Metro Sets Coast Bow 
For New Widescreen, 
Stereo Sound System 


Hollywood, May 28. 





ro’s widescreen, stereophonic sound 
system takes place Thursday night 
(28) at the Egyptian Theatre with 
the premiere of “Young Bess.” 
Film will day-date with the down- 
town Palace, also getting new 
equipment for the run. Picture 
size will be 20x35 feet. Next M-G 
picture slated for the new process 
treatment will be “Arena,” 3-D fea- 
ture which will daydate at the 
Egyptian and Loew’s State. 

Metro unveiled its version of 
widescreen projection ‘last week 
(19) in a demonstraticn impres- 
sive in flexibility and lighting value 
of the medium, whether handling 
pix made for standard projection, 
widescreen or 3-D. Along with the 
demonstration, studio made a 
guarded revelation of a new all- 
purpose camera being developed 
that promises additional scope ex- 
citement to film photography. 

Frame tests of studio’s new cam- 
era were shown, filling screen 60 
feet high by 22 feet wide, with 
focus as sharp on edges as in cen- 
tre. Still scenes also had a certain 
amount of depth illusion. Advan- 
tage claimed for camera is that 
films taken with it can be shown in 
any aspect from current 1.33 to 1 
up to 2 to 1 and larger simply by 








| changing projection lenses. 








First local presentation of Met- | 





deterrent to a wedding. 


Despite the differences, several 
recent unofficial exploratory talks 
have been held, but they never 
emerged beyond the polite-talk 
stage. Fabian’s remarks, it’s in- 
dicated, may result in a renewal of 
confabs and an effort for more 
concrete action. In his Pittsburgh 
statement, Fabian noted a mutual- 
ity of interest between the small 
and large theatre operators and 
declared that it was ridiculous to 
have two national orgs in the field. 


| both orgs has also served as a 
| 











3-Developments 


LENS: Al Zimbalist, head of Tru- 
Stereo Corp., L. A., announced:a 
new widescreen aperture for stand- 
ard projectors designed to enable 
small film houses to create a wide- 
screen illusion in ordinary pictures 
for sum of $10. New device, he 
declared, can be adjusted easily to 
any Simplex projector. His crews 
have been working on the aperture 
for four months and will be ready 
for a special demonstration within 
the next two weeks. 

Zimbalist also announced that 
the Tru-Stereo 3-D process will be 
ready for indie producers at $5,000 
per feature film. 

SCREEN: Stratford Theatre’s 
“Amp-o-Vision,” devised in exhib 
Albert M. Pickus’ cellar over a 
year and a half, should do a lot for 
Pickus’ house in Stratford, Conn., 
even if it is not marketed.. 

Concave screen, 45 feet wide, 
gives the widescreen illusion of be- 
ing inside the picture, but there is 
no 3-D effect. Preem performances 
with “Moulin Rouge,” well at- 
tended and smartly exploited by 
Pickus with even a N. Y. Times 
wire report, produced best results 
in spectacular scenes. 

Although Pickus has no outside 
selling plans now, he figures simi- 
lar equipment could be installed 
for under $5,000. 

WIDE-ANGLE: Paramount an- 
nounced successful completion of 
the first production tests. with a 
wide-angle camera lens of 74 de- 
grees, widest angle used thus far 
in any film process. Tests were 
made 6n the huge “Red Garters” 
set with the Hogue-Leigh lens, 





tor without auxiliary lenses. 
Loren L. Ryder, 





' (Continued on page 18) 


brought from N. Y. by Dougigs 
Leigh, and achieved scope hither- 
to impossible for standard projec- 


Paramount’s 
technicai research chief, declared 
the only widescreen process with 
wider coverage than the Hogue- 











Exhib concern is mounting over 
current disruption in steady flow 
of product during the 3-D and 
widescreen changeover. While 
conceding the added values from 
a b.o. standpoint of the new gim- 
micks, the cry is “what'll we do 
now?” 

Distrib contention that there’s 
plenty product available hasn't 
toned down exhib beefs. The 
charge is that there’s not a b.o. 
champion among the lot. Theatre- 
men further claim distribs are 
withholding the “big” pictures for 
changeover to widescreen. 


It’s expected that re-releases will 
get a hefty whirl during the 
ehangeover stanza, but exhibs hard- 
ly see this policy as the answer to 
the problem. Problems attendant 
to 3-D and widéscreen conversion 
is resulting in greater attendance 
at exhib meetings. Both Theatre 
Owners of America and Allied 
States Assn. report SRO attend- 
ance at all recent regional meets. 


Radio City Music Hall 
Installs Stereo Sound; 
In 5 N.Y. Showcases, Too 


Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., has 
installed stereophonic sound and 
will put it to use “wheh we get 
|the right picture for it,” Russell 
|V. Downing, Misic Hall prexy, 
| disclosed Monday (25), 


Hall is cnly one of a number of 
major showcases to make the 
switch to directional sound. Among 
others are the Roxy, which fea- 
tured it in connection with Cine- 
maScope demonstrations, and 
Loew’s State which is using it for 
“Thunder Bay.” New sound hook- 
up also went into the Capitol for 
“Melba” and Brandt’s Mayfair, 
which preemed it for “Scared 
Stiff.” Booth, is installing it for 
“Julius Caesar.” 

Downing, who refused to be 
pinned down on installation costs, 
said Metro’s “Young Bess,” the 
current Hall feature, is available 
in re-recogded stereo sound, but 
isn’t being presented that way 
there. ; . 

Number of ungeleased feature 
pix are currently being re-recorded 
for directional sound effects. Job 
costs about $400 but is much more 
expensive when _ tri-dimensional 
sound is actually taped during 
lensing. Stereo sound installations 
for large houses run anywhere to 
$15,000. 


Bernard Kamber, who has: been 
named sales and promotion rep for 
Ivan Tors Productions, off to the 
Coast this week for huddles with 
the producer. ‘ 























2.66 to 1, Leigh said. He doesn’t 
use anything wider than standard 
35m film and plans to license 
Glamorama to producers to suit the 
latter’s choice of aspect ratio. If a 
man wants to license the system 
for two or more pix, he can tag it 
with a name of its own choice. 
Leigh says he holds two issued pat- 
ents and 32 still unissued claims. 


2. Superama. This system is capa- 
ble of delivering from 74 to 84 
degrees of the photographic field 


(Continued on page 20) 





| Tahiti-Made Feature 


With Native Stars And 
- Mrs. J.N. Hall, Lone Ofay 


Dwight Long, after completing a 
virtually one-man job on “Tanga 
Tika,” a feature-length color pic- 
ture he lensed in Tahiti, arrived 
in New York last week. Film 
will preem at the Sutton Theatre, 
N. Y., June 22, but no distribution 
deal will be sought at this time, 
he added, “since the picture needs 
special handling and exploitation.” 


Following the Sutton opening 
it’s planned to book the documen- 
tary with a story in four or five 
other key cities, and then national 
release arrangements will likely be 
set. 

“Tanga Tika” will be unveiled at 
the same N. Y. house where ‘Kon 
Tiki,” another chronicle of the 
South Seas, registered a long run 
in 1951. Long, who produced, di- 
rected and wrote “Tika,” credited 
the late James Norman Hall with 
helping him develop characteriza- 
tions as well as the story itself, and 
introduced him to natives. 

Yarn concerns a boy and girl ro- 
mance on the island of Bora Bora, 
some 180 miles from Tahiti. Leads 
are portrayed by natives Adaline 
Tethemaui and Timi Moe, while 
other islanders are supporting 
players. Only white woman in the 
cast is Hall’s widow. 

A modest budgeter, “Tika” has 
several investors including John 
Ford, Merian Cooper and Arch 
Monson, a San Francisco theatrical 
lighting specialist. Entire project 
was filmed in 16m Kodachrome on 
location from 1949 through ’5l. 
Print was later blown up to 35m 
Eastman color. 

“Since °51,” Long observed, 
“we've been using my Culver City 
dining room as a cutting room. Les 
Baxter did the score, while Victor 
Young wrote the title tune as well 
as ‘Tahiti, My Island.’ Both are 
instrumental numbers. Tony Mar- 
tin has already recorded ‘Tahiti’ 
for Victor as has Dick Haymes for 
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ON SOUTH STREET 
WILL PICK UP 


BUSINESS 
ON ANY © 


STREET!” 


—FILM DAILY 






















on Washington Street 
at Memorial, Boston! 


on Chestnut Street 
at Goldman, Philadelphia! 


on Atlantic Avenue 
at Hollywood, Atlantic City! 


CENTURY-FOX BUSINESS! 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 





NY. Warm Days Keep Em Outdoors, 
But Widescreen ‘Bay’ Smash $42,000; 


‘Bess Big 1386; 


Song Fairish 606 


| Everything” hasn’t done much for 





' 
Dearth of much new, strong? 


-e coupled with another bright, 
aa weekend is sloughing the 
Broadway film boxoffice this stan- 
za. Only the hardiest product is 
making much headway currently 
against the outdoor opposition. 
Rain and cooler weather Monday 
night and yesterday (Tues.) pro- 
duced a slight lift in business. But 
most first-rums were looking for-!| 
ward hopefully for the usual up- 
beat Memorial Day. 

Creating the biggest boxoffice 
impression is “Thunder Bay” at 
the State -where it launched that 
theatres mew widescreen and 
stereophonic sound. It is getting a 
smash $42,000, best for any Uni- 
yersal pic to play the house. 

“Young Bess,” with an elaborate 
Coronation stageshow, also is big 
with $138,000 at the Musie Hall. 
“Desert Song,” with Jerry Gray 
orch, Four Aces, Alan King head- 
ing stage bill, looks only fair $60,- 
000 in first week at the Paramount. 
“President's Lady” likely will 
wind up its first round at the Astor 
with a mild $15,000 or less. “Treas- 
ure Golden Condor” probably will 
not top a sluggish $8,000 at the 
Globe in first stanza ending to- 
morrow. 

“Moulin Rouge” wound up a 15- 
week run, new all-time mark for 
the Capitol, with big $25,000 in 
final stanza. Jose Ferrer tinter 
grossed $725,000 in its lengthy en- 
gagement, close to the huge total 
done by “Gone With Wind.” It 
was seen by around 1,000,000 peo- 
ple there. 

“Bellissima,” which was a sock 
on opening week at the arty 

rans-Lux 60th Street, continued 
very big in second round. “Sa- 
lome” held close to preceding 
week's figure with ok 14,000 in 
ninth frame conclud last night 
(Tues.) at the Rivoli. 


“The Juggler” wound its third 
stanza at the Victoria with a good 
$12,000. “Desert Rats” continued 
oke with $9,000 in third session at 
the Mayfair. 

“Titanic,” with iceshow onstage, 
preems at the Roxy today (Wed.) 
after three somewhat disappoint- 
ing weeks with “Troubie Along 
Way.” Final round of latter was 
down to light $42,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.50) 
—"President’s Lady” (20th). Initial 
week ending today (Wed:) shapes 
mild $15,000 or less . Holds. In 
ahead. “Never Wave at Wac” 
(RKO) (4th wk), $7,500 to conclude 
very nice run. 

Broadway (Cinerama) (1,250; 90- 
$2.80\—Cinerama” (Indie) (35th 
wk). The 34th round ended yester- 
day (Tues.) was $38,000, still very 
close to capacity after $38,500 for 
33d wk. Scheduled to open at the 
Warner Theatre June 5 for contin- 
Uation of run. 

: Baronet (Reede) (430; 90-$1.50)— 
‘Tonight at 8:30" (Indie). Opened | 
nicely Monday (25). In ahead, “I! 
Believe in You” (U) (3d wk), $3,400 | 
after fair $3,800 for second week. | 

Capiiol ‘Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.80) | 
—‘Batv'e Cireus” (M-G). Opens to-| 
day ‘Wed.). Last week, “Moulin | 
Rouge” ‘UA) (15th wk), still big| 
at $25,000 after $30,000 for 14th) 
week to round out a terrific en-} 
&agement and establish a new long- | 
run mark here, beating former rec- 
ord-hoider, “Gone With Wind” (M- 
G) by three weeks, five days. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 85-$2.20) 
—"Split Second” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Second week ended Monday (25) 
Was olf to light $9,000 after fair 
$14,000 opening round. Holds only 
three days of third week to open 
Fort Ti” (Col) next Friday (29). 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—"Fanfan the Tulipe” (Indie) (4th 
we). Third frame ended Sunday | 
24) held with great $9,200 after 
peso for second week. Stays on 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 60-$1.50) 
= Treasure Golden Condor” (Col). 
rh week ending tomorrow 
Hous.) shapes sluggish $8,000. 

olds. In ahead, “Magnetic Mon- 
ster” (UA), $13,000 in 9 days. 

Holiday (Per-Rose) (950; 60- 
$1.20 —Hitch-Hiker” (RKO) (5th 
Wk). Fourth frame ended last 


hight ‘Tues.) 
$6.000 fa ae okay $5,000 after 





80'\—“Desert Rats” (20th) ‘Gd 
Wk’. Current session ending to- 
Straw ‘Thurs.) holding near $9,- 
Peete 800d $14,500 for second 


(592 7mandie (Normandie Theatres) 
tion” \iTEI Owe rn 
yesterdav (Tues.) after $5 elabor- 
ate preem Monday (25) night. In! 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $476,800 
(Based on 20 theatres) 
Last Year .........$351,000 
(Based on 20 theatres) 


nme ea Meee: 











ahead, “Landfall” (Indie) (2d wk- 
9 days), was fair $5,000 after $6,000 
opening week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 50-$1.50)— 
“The System” (WB) and 8 acts of 
vaudeville. Current week ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to reach 
mild $16,000. In ahead, “Girls 
Pleasure Island’’ (Par) and vaude, 
$15,000, below hopes. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664: 80- 
$1.80)—“Desert Song” (WB) plus 


Jerry Gray orch, Four Aces, Alan | 


King heading stage bill (2d-final 
wk). First week ended last night 
(Tues.) was fair $60,000. Last week, 
“House of Wax” (WB) with Xavier 
Cugat orch heading stageshow 
(6th wk-5 days), fine $50,000, to 
make a grand total of $531,000 for 
run, and longest run here in more 
than four years. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Seven Deadly Sins” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Second stanza ended Sunday 
(24) was smash $12,500 after $14,- 
100 opening week, record for for- 
eign-language pic here. Looks set 
for run. 

Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 95-$1.80)— 
“Salome” (Col) (10th wk). Ninth 
frame ended last night (Tues.) held 
at sturdy $14,000 after $15,000, 
over hopes, in eighth week. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 90-$2.40 — “Young 
Bess” (M-G) and stageshow. First 
session end. today (Wed.) looks 
to hit big $138,000. Holds, natural- 
ly. In ahead, “Shane” (Par) and 
stageshow (4th wk), $114,000 for a 
very fine run at this time of year. 

Roxy (20th) (4,886; 50-$2.20)— 
“Titanic” (20th) and iceshow on- 
stage. Opens today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Trouble Along Way” (WB) 
with iceshow (3d wk), dipped ‘to 
light $42,000 after $55,000 in sec- 
ond week. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 70-$1.80)— 
“Thunder Bay” (U) (2d wk). Ini- 
tial round ended last night (Tues.) 
soared to smash $42,000 after elab- 
orate preem Tuesday (19) night. 
Playing on theatre’s new wide- 
screen with stereophonic sound, an 
obvious draw which is giving pic 
biggest opening week of any Uni- 
versal film to play here. Uniform- 
ly favorable reviews a real help. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50\—"‘Bellissima” ‘IFE) (2d 
wk). Holding okay around $7,000 
in second stanza ending Friday 
(29) after big $9,500 opening week. 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)\—“Lili” (M-G) (12th wk). 
The lith round ended Monday (25) 
was fancy $6,700 after ©7300 for 
10th week. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,069; °95- 


$1.80\—“Juggler” (Col) (4th wk). $9 


Third session ended Monday (25) 
continued nicely with $12,000 after 
$15,000 for second week. “Sanga- 
ree” (Par) opens June 4. 

e ® .9 . 

‘Limits’ Torrid $12,000, 
a ’ 
L’ ville; ‘Wax’ Hep 76, 3d 
Louisville, May 26. 

Warm weather and summer 
showers are combining to -lure 

trons to outdoors. Hence, the 
irstrun pace is slow. However, the 
Mary Anderson is okay with 
“House of Wax” in third stanza. 
“Off Limits” at Rialto, aided by 
the Marciano-Walcott fight films, 
shapes solid for week's best take. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1.200; 50-75) 
—“Sheltering Palms” (20th) and 
“Problem Girls” (Col). Trim $5,000 
or less. Last week, “Happens Every 
Thursday” (U) and “Law and Or- 
der” (U) $4,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
75-99)—“‘House of Wax” (WB) (3d 
wk). Solid $7,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
50-75)—“Off Limits” (Par) and 
Marciano vs. Walcott fight pix. 

egg hoe} “of 
count rking of many 
patrons’ Hotsy $12,000. Last week, 
“Titanic” (20th), $9,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,000; 75)\—"I 





Love Melvin” (M-G) and “Confi-|. 


tially Connie” (M-G). Dull 
$6,000. “Battle Circus” 


week, 
(M-G) and “Jack McCall, Des- 
perado” (Col), $8,000. 








TITANIC’ SMART 136, 
_ CLEVE; MARS’ $9,500 


~ Cleveland, May 286. 
More rainy weather is not help- 
ing first-run biz currently. Stand- 
out is “Titanic,” which shapes 
smart at the Allen. Elsewhere 
grosses are sagging. “Girl Who Had 


State where it is only okay this 
session. “Jamaica Run” is very 
ordinary at Stillman. “Invaders 
From Mars” looms comparatively 
good at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-85)— 
“Titanic” (20th). “Smart $13,000. 
Last week, “Light of Silvery Moon” 
(WB), $12,000. 

Hipp (Telemanagement) (3,700; 
55-85) —‘‘Man on Tightrope” (20th). 





| Fair $10,000. Last week, “Treasure | 


Golden Condor” (Col) and “Law| 
and Order” (Col), $10,500. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; | 
55-85)—“Two Cents Worth Hope” | 
(Indie). Neat $2,000. Last week, 
“Member of Wedding” (Col), $1,300. 

Ohie (Loew's) (1,300; 55-85) —| 
“Confidentially Connie” (M-G). | 
Average $4,500. Last week, “‘Never 
Let Me Go” (M-G) .(m.o.), nice 
$6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-85 met 
“Invaders From Mars” (20th). Good | 
$9,500. Last week, “Split Second” | 
(RKO); $9,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-85) —| 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G). | 
Okay $9,000. Last week, “Greatest | 
Show” (Par), same on first pop-| 
price run here. 

Stiiman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-85) | 
—‘Jamaica Run” (Par). Ordinary | 
$5,000. Last week, “Stars Are sing- | 
ing” (Par), $7,000. 


Tightrope Trim 
~ $14,000, Philly 











Philadelphia, May 26. 
First-run biz nosedived here, | 


with new product lacking the| 
stamina to combat summery 
weather. Many houses now just) 


marking time until Memorial Day | 
changes. Despite rave reviews. | 
“Man on Tightrope” shapes only | 
nice at Boyd. “Titanic” is rated} 
staunch at the Fox while “Jamaica 
Run” is doing very well at the 
Goldman. “Girl Next Door” is| 
slow at Randolph. “Sheltering | 
Palms” looks drab at Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Lili” (M-G) (2d wk). Good $8,500. 
Last week, $10,000. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘“Man 
on Tightrope” (20th). Nice $14,000. 
Last week. “Never Let Me Go” 


(M-G), $16.000. 
Fox (20th) (2,259; 50-99)—“Ti- | 
tanic” (20th) (2&4 wk). Staunch | 


$15,000. Last week, $19,000.. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)}-—“Jamaica Run” (Par). Fine 
$11,000. Last week, “Split Sec- 
ond” (RKO), $12,000. 2 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 85-$1.25 
—‘“House of Wax” (WB) (5th wk-5 


days). Neat $12,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 
Midto (Goldman) (1,000; 85-: 


$1.25\—“Tonight We Sing” (20th) 
(2d wk). Trim $9,000. Last week, 


99)\—“Girl Next Door” (20th). Slow 


$12,000 in 9 days. Last week. 
“Happens Every Thursday” (U), 
$9,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 


“Sheltering Palms” (20th). Drab 
$9,000.. Last week, “Light of Sil- 
very Moon” (WB), $10,000. 
Stanten (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“San Antone” (Rep) and “Woman 
Almost Lynched” (Rep). So-so $7,- 
000 or close. Last week, “Mé¢- 
netic Monster” (UA), $6,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 90-$1.25) 
—‘“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (12th wk). 
Sturdy $9,700, and first time to 


500. 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50-|$ 





drope below $10,000. Last week, 
$10,500. 


Van Johnson Boosts ‘Gobi’ To Hefty 
$49,000 in Chi; ‘Second’ Smash 176, 
Code’ Oke 126, ‘Rouge’ Fat 166, 8 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated-Total Gross 
This Week ...... $1,667,200 
(Based on 24 cities, 214 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year . .$1,826,400 
(Based on 25 cities, and 221 
theatres.) 











‘Salome’ Smash 


$0,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, May 26. 

Biz was mild over the past week- 
end what with mercury climbing 
to 90 degrees, and plenty of out- 
door competish in full swing. “Sa- 
lome,” boosted by neat bally, looks 
to grab the biggest coin with 
rounding take at Loew’s. “Off Lim- 
its’ at the Fox also is rated solid. 
“Fair Wind To Java” looks fair at 
Ambassador. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) 
75)\—“Fair Wind to Jave” (Rep) 
and “Serpent of Nile” (Col). Fair 
$12,100. Last week, “President’s 
Lady” (20th) and “Perilous Jour- 
ney” (Rep), $11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 65-75)—“Off 
Limits” (Par) and “Woman They 
Almost Lynched” (Rep). Solid $16,- 
000. Last week, “House of Wax” 
(WB) (3d wk), fine $13,000 in 10 
days. 

Loew’s (Loew’s> (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Salome” (Col). Rousing $20,000. 


Last week, “Never Let Me Go” /$ 


(M-G)- and 
$15,000. 
Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
90)—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Okay $6,000. Last week, $7,500. 
Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800: 
90)\—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO) (3d wk). 


“Code Two” (M-G), 





hex $5,000. Last week, $6,500. 


Warm Weather Wilting 
Omaha; ‘Island’ Oke 116 


Omaha, May 26. 

Summer weather, wrapup of 
local high school athletic seasons 
and Ak-Sar-Ben pony races are 
taking a heavy toll from lineup of 
new films this week. However 
“Girls of Pleasure Island” looks 
like okay $10,500 at Orpheum. 
“Girl Who Had Everything” shapes 
modést at Brandeis. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 20-76)— 
“Problem Girls” (Col) and “One 
Girls Confession” (Col). Slow 
$4,000. Last week, “Split Second” 
(RKO) and “Cattle Town” (WB), 


4,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 20-76)— 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G) 
and “Rebel City” (M-G). Modest 
$5,500. Last week, “House of Wax” 
(WB) (2d wk), big $10,000 at 50-$1 
scale. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
70\—“Girls Pleasure Island” (Par) 
and “Loose in London” (AA). Okay 
$11,000 or near. Last week, “Ti- 
tanic” (20th) and “Darling Clemen- 
tine” (20th), $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (885; 25-76)— 
“Sombrero” (M-G) and “Fast Com- 
pany” (M-G). Mildish $4,000. Last 
week, “President's Lady” (20th) 
and “Great Adventure” (20th) (2d 
wk), ditto. 





Titanic’ Tall $7,500, Cincy; ‘Mars 
Moderate 86, Rouge’ Rich 136, 2d 


Cincinnati, May 26. 

First-run traffic is in seasonal 
stride this stanza. Of three new 
bills, “Titanic” solid at 
Keith's but “Invaders From Mars 
at Palace is mild. “Anna” in the 
Capitol shapes light. “Moulin 
Rouge” at the Albee still is big on 
second round. “House of Wax” at 
Grand, moveover continues great 
for third downtown week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (RKO) (2.000; 55-85) — 
“Anna” (Indie). Light $6,000. Last 
week, “Ilitch-Hiker” (RKO) and 
“Count Hours” (RKO), $5,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400: 75-$1.25'— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (m.o.) (3d 
wk). Continuing socko $7,000 pace 
after last week's $8,000. 

Keith's (Shor) (1.500; 55-85) — 





Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1) — 


500. 
Palace (RKO) (2,000; 55-85) — 


oulin Rouge” (UA) (2d wk). Big | “Invaders From Mars” (20th). Mild 
$13,000 on heels of smash $20,000 | $8.000 or near. Last week, “Powder 
preem. 


River” (20th), $7,500. 


(3,000; 60-) 


Chicago, May 26. 
| Four new entries at Loop film 
houses, should perk up biz some- 
what this week. Van Johnson 
heads the stageshow at the Chi- 
cago, and this obviously helping to 
| boost “Destination Gobi” to a 
| hefty $49.000. “Split Second” and 


'|“Woman They Almost Lynched” at 


| Roosevelt looks sock $17,000. 
| “Code Two” and “San Antone” 
} at the McVickers is just okay at 
| $12,000. The 3-D fight films at the 
| Monroe have failed to draw as ex- 
| pected and go out after one week 
with a modest $4,500. 

Second weekers all shape fair. 
Woods looms brisk with “Titanic” 
| while United Artists is just oke 
| with “Angel Face” and “Count the 
| Hours.” “Juggler” at the Oriental 
| is sluggish in second stanza. 

Two entries are winding up 
after eight rounds. “Moulin 
| Rouge”. at State-Lake is torrid 
$16,000 in final week while “Sa- 
lome” at Grand is still rated hefty 
$12,500. Ziegfeld’s “Little Sheba” 
in final (12th) stanza looks impres- 
sive. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Destination Gobi” (20th) with 
Van Johnson onstage. Hefty $49,- 
000. Last week, “Small Town 
Girl” (M-G) plus Dorothy Lamour 
and Pinky Lee onstage, $45,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.200; 98-$1.50)— 
“Salome” (Col) (8th-final wk). Sock 
$12.500. Last week, same. 

McVickers (J,.L&S) (2,200: 65- 
98)—"“‘Code Two” (M-G) and “San 
Antone” ‘Rep). Oke $12,000. Last 
week, “Man in Dark” (Col) (2d 
wk). $16,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)— 
3-D Fight Pictures (UA) and “Lux- 
ury Girls” (IFE). Fair $4,500. Last 
week, “Sombrero” (M-G) (5th wk), 


$4,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3.400: 98)— 
“Jugeler’” (Col) (2d wk). Minor 
15,000. Last week, mild $17.000. 
Palace (Eitel) (2.500: 98)—“Girls 
of Pleasure Island” (Par) (2d wk). 
Dull $8,000. Last week. $13,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 55-98)— 
“Split Second” (RKO) and “Wom- 
an Almost Lynched” (Rep). Socko 
$17,000. Last week. “Blue Gar- 
denia” (WB) and “The System” 
(WB) (2d wk), $14,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 98- 
$1.25)—“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (8th 
wk). Smash $16,000 or over. Last 
week, $18,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685: 98)— 
“Here Comes Mr. Jordan” (Col) 
(reissue) (2d wk). Passable $2,860. 
Last week, $3,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98)—“‘Angel Face” 
“Count the Hours” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Oke $10,500. Last week, $18.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
“Titanic” (20th) (2d wk). Just okay 
$1606. Last week. $25,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 98)\—‘“Don 
Camillo” (IFE) (5th wk). Very 
strong $3,500. Last week, $3,000. 


Ziegfeld (‘Lopert) (485: 98)— 
“Little Sheba” (Par) (12th-final 
wk). Brisk $3,200. Last week, 


$3,500. 


‘Ancel’ Fair $7,500 In 
Prov.; ‘Wax’ Big 96, 3d 


Providence, May 26. 

“House of Wax,”-despite being 
in third round at Majestic, is still 
the town topper at upped scale. 
Loew’s State is mild with “Presi- 
dent’s Lady” and RKO Albee fair 
with “Angel Face” but are leading 
the first-runs. - 

Estimates for This Week 

* Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65).— 
“Angel Face” (RKO) and “Count 
the Hours” (RKO). Fair $7,500. 
Last week, “Sheltering Pines” 
(20th) and “Silver Whip” (20th), 
$6,000 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 74-$1)— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (3d wk’. 
Still getting big play at around 

,000. Second week was $14,000. 

Metrovolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65) — “Magnetic Monster” (UA), 
“Luxury Girls” (UA) and Marci- 
ano-Walcott 3-D fight pix. Fair 
$4,700. Last week, “Tall Texan” 
(Lip) and “I'll Get You” (Lip), 


State (Loew) (3,200: 4465)— 
“President’s Lady” (20th) and 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G). 
Mild $10,000. Last week, “Titanic” 
(20th) and “Bandits of Corsica” 
(UA), $12,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65)—“Jamaica Run” (Par) and 
“Romance of Redwoods” (Col). 
Light $5,000. Last week, “Tor- 
pedo Alley” (AA) and “Hiawath=” 
\(AA), same. 








(RKO) and: 
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NY. Warm Days Keep Em Outdoors, 
But Widescreen ‘Bay’ Smash $42,000: 


‘Bess’ Big 1386; 


‘Song’ Fairish 606 





' 
Dearth of much new, strong? 


-e coupled with another bright, 
— weekend is sloughing the 
Broadway film boxoffice this stan- 
ga. Only the hardiest product is 
making much headway currently 
against the outdoor opposition. 
Rain and cooler weather Monday 
night and yesterday (Tues.) pro- 
duced a slight lift in business. But 
most first-runs were looking for- 
ward hopefully for the usual up- 
beat Memorial Day. ; 

Creating the biggest boxoffice 
impression is “Thunder Bay” at 
the State -where it launched that 
theatres new widescreen _ and 
stereophonic sound. It is getting a 
smash $42,000, best for any Uni- 
yersal pic to play the house. 

“Young Bess,” with an elaborate 
Coronation stageshow, also is big 
with $138,000 at the Musie Hall. 
“Desert Song,” with Jerry Gray 
orch, Four Aces, Alan King head- 
ing stage bill, looks only fair $60,- 

in first week at the Paramount. 
“President's Lady” likely will 
wind up its first round at the Astor 
with a mild $15,000 or less. “Treas- 
ure Golden Condor” probably will 
not top a sluggish $8,000 at the 
Globe in first stanza ending to- 
morrow. 

“Moulin Rouge” wound up a 15- 
week run, new all-time mark for 
the Capitol, with big $25,000 in 
final stanza. Jose Ferrer tinter 
grossed $725,000 in its lengthy en- 
gagement, close to the huge total 
done by “Gone With Wind.” 
was seen by around 1,000,000 peo- 
ple there. 

“Bellissima,” which was a sock 
a opening week at the arty 
rans-Lux 60th Street, continued 


very big in second round. “Sa- 
lome” held close to preceding 
week's figure with ok 14,000 in 


ninth frame concluded last night 
(Tues.) at the Rivoli. 


“The Juggler” wound its third 
stanza at the Victoria with a good 
$12,000. “Desert Rats” continued 
oke with $9,000 in third session at 
the Mayfair. 

“Titanic,” with iceshow onstage. 
preems at the Roxy today (Wed.) 
after three somewhat disappoint- 
ing weeks with “Troubie Along 
Way.” “Final round of latter was 
down to light $42,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.50) 
—"President’s Lady” (20th). Initial 
week ending today (Wed:.) shapes 
mild $15,000 or less . Holds. In 
ahead. “Never Wave at Wac” 
(RKO) (4th wk), $7,500 to conclude 
very nice run. 

Broadway ‘(Cinerama) (1,250; 90- 
$2.80\—"'Cinerama” (Indie) (35th 
wk). The 34th round ended yester- 
day ‘Tues.) was $38,000, still very 
close to capacity after $38,500 for 
33d wk. Scheduled to open at the 
Warner Theatre June 5 for contin- 
uation of run. 

; Baronet ‘Reede) (430; 90-$1.50)— | 
‘Tonight at 8:30" (Indie). Opened | 
nicely Monday (25). In ahead, “I! 
Believe in You” (U) (3d wk), $3,400) 
after fair $3,800 for second week. | 

Capiiol ‘Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.80) | 
—‘“Batvle Circus” (M-G). Opens to-| 
day ‘Wed.). Last week, “Moulin | 
Rouge” |UA) (15th wk), still big) 
at $25,000 after $30,000 for 14th} 
week to round out a terrific en-| 
Bagement and establish a new long- | 
run mark here, beating former rec- 
ord-hoider, “Gone With Wind” (M- 
G) by three weeks, five days. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 85-$2.20) 
—"Split Second” (RKO) (3d wk). 

ond week ended Monday (25) 
Was olf to light $9,000 after fair 
$14, opening round. Holds only 
three days of third week to open 
Fort Ti” (Col) next Friday (29). 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—"Fanfan the Tulipe” (indie) (4th 
Wk). Third frame ended Sunday 
(24) held with great $9,200 after | 
paae for second week. Stays on 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 60-$1.50) 
= Treasure Golden Condor” (Col). 
net week ending tomorrow 
phurs.) Shapes sluggish $8,000. 

olds. In ahead, “Magnetic Mon- 
ster” (UA), $13,000 in 9 days. 

Holiday (Per-Rose) (950; 60- 
$1.20\—Hitch-Hiker” (RKO) (5th 
a, Fourth frame ended last 

‘Pues.) 
$6.000 fom ‘third. Sheeran 
5 Mavtair (Brandt) .(1,736; .70- 
vk Desert Rats” (20th) (3d 
at Current session ending to- 
To 
Se atiter £00d $14,500 for second 


- Normandie (Normandie Theatres) 
1202: 95-S1.80) — “Strange Decep- 
‘on” \ITE). Opened rus 
yesterdav (Tues.) after $5 elabor- 
f€ preem Monday (25) night. In 








} 


meme train ream me ne ee 


It| ¢ 


w ‘Thurs.) holding near $9,-| pa 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week . .§476,800 
(Based on 20 theatres) 
Last Year .........$351,000 


(Based on 20 theatres) 








ahead, “Landfall” (Indie) (2d wk- 


9 days), was fair $5,000 after $6,000 | 


opening week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.50)— 
“The System” (WB) and 8 acts of 
vaudeville. Current week ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) looks to reach 
mild $16,000. In ahead, “Girls 
Pleasure Island’ (Par) and vaude, 
$15,000, below hopes. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664: 80- 
$1.80)—“Desert Song” (WB) plus 


Jerry Gray orch, Four Aces, Alan | 


King heading stage bill (2d-final 
wk). First week ended. last night 
(Tues.) was fair $60,000. Last week, 
“House of Wax” (WB) with Xavier 
Cugat orch heading stageshow 
(6th wk-5 days), fine $50,000, to 
make a grand total of $531,000 for 
run, and longest run here in more 
than four years. 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Seven Deadly Sins” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Second stanza ended Sunday 
(24) was smash $12,500 after $14,- 
100 opening week, record for for- 
eign-language pic here. Looks set 


or run. 

Rivolfg (UAT) (2,092; 95-$1.80)— 
“Salome” (Col) (10th wk). Ninth 
frame ended last night (Tues.) held 
at sturdy $14,000 after $15,000, 
over hopes, in eighth week. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 90-$2.40 — “Young 
Bess” (M-G) and stageshow. First 
session end today (Wed.) looks 
to hit big $138,000. Holds, natural- 
ly. In ahead, “Shane” (Par) and 
stageshow (4th wk), $114,000 for a 
very fine run at this time of year. 

Roxy (20th) (4,886; 50-$2.20)— 
“Titanic” (20th) and iceshow on- 
stage. Opens today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Trouble Along Way” (WB) 
with iceshow (3d wk), dipped ‘to 
light $42,000 after $55,000 in sec- 
ond week. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 70-$1.80)— 
“Thunder Bay” (U) (2d wk). Ini- 
tial round ended last night (Tues.) 
soared to smash $42,000 after elab- 
orate preem Tuesday (19) night. 
Playing on theatre’s new wide- 
screen with stereophonic sound, an 
obvious draw which is giving pic 
biggest opening week of any Uni- 
versal film to play here. Uniform- 
ly favorable reviews a real help. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50\—"‘Bellissima” ‘IFE) (2d 
wk). Holding okay around $7,000 
in second stanza ending Friday 
(29) after big $9,500 opening week. 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)\—“Lili” (M-G) (12th wk). 
The lith round ended Monday (25) 
was fancy $6,700 after £7300 for 
10th week. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,069; °95- 
$1.80\—“‘Juggler” (Col) (4th wk). 
Third session ended Monday (25) 
continued nicely with $12,000 after 
$15,000 for second week. “Sanga- 
ree” (Par) opens June 4. 


‘Limits’ Torrid $12,000, 
L’ ville; ‘Wax’ Hep 76, 3d 


Louisville, May 26. 





Warm weather and summer 
showers are combining to -lure 
trons to outdoors. Hence, the 


irstrun pace is slow. However, the 
Mary Anderson is okay with 
“House of Wax” in third stanza. 
“Off Limits” at Rialto, aided by 
the Marciano-Walcott fight films, 
shapes solid for week's best take. 
Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1.200; 50-75) 
—“Sheltering Palms” (20th) and 
“Problem Girls” (Col). Trim $5,000 
or less. Last week, “Happens Every 
Thursday” (U) and “Law and Or- 
der” (U) $4,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
75-99)—“‘House of Wax” (WB) (3d 
wk). Solid $7,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
50-75)—“Off Limits” (Par) and 
Marciano vs. Walcott fight pix. 
Controve: one aes ves 
count rking of many 
tone letay $12,000. Last week, 
“Titanic” (20th), $9,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 50-75)—“T 
Love Nevin ae” GEG), Dull 
dentia P . i 
$6,000. Last week, “Battle Circus 
(M-G) and “Jack McCall, Des- 


perado” (Col), $8,000. 


| Everything” hasn’t done much for 


TITANIC’ SMART 136, 
_ CLEVE; ‘MARS’ $9,500 


Cleveland, May 286. 
More rainy weather is not help- 
ing first-run biz currently. Stand- 
out is “Titanic,” which shapes 
smart at the Allen. Elsewhere 
grosses are sagging. “Girl Who Had 


State where it is only okay this 
session. “Jamaica Run” is very 
ordinary at Stillman. “Invaders 
From Mars” looms comparatively 
good at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-85)— 
“Titanic” (20th). “Smart $13,000. 
Last week, “Light of Silvery Moon” 
(WB), $12,000. 

Hipp (Telemanagement) (3,700; 








onemniiiiadend a 


Dull | 


55-85)—"Man on Tightrope” (20th). | 
Fair $10,000. Last week, “Treasure | 
Golden Condor” (Col) and “Law / 
and Order” (Col), $10,500. 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; | 
55-85/—“‘Two Cents Worth Hope” | 
(Indie). Neat $2,000. Last week, 
“Member of Wedding” (Col), $1,300. 

Ohie (Loew's) (1,300; 55-85) —| 
“Confidentially Connie” (M-G). | 
Average $4,500. Last week, “‘Never | 
Let Me Go” (M-G) .(m.o.), nice 
$6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-85) 
“Invaders From Mars” (20th). Good | 
$9,500. Last week, “Split Second” | 
(RKO); $9,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-85) — | 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G). | 
Okay $9,000. Last week, “Greatest | 
Show” (Par), same on first pop-| 
price run here. 

Stidman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-85) | 
—‘Jamaica Run” (Par). Ordinary |} 
$5,000. Last week, “Stars Are sing- | 
ing” (Par), $7,000. 


Tightrope’ Trim 
~ $14,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, May 26. 
First-run biz nosedived here, | 





sare 








with new product lacking the| 
stamina to combat summery 
weather. Many houses now just) 


marking time until Memorial Day | 
changes. Despite rave reviews. | 
“Man on Tightrope” shapes only | 
nice at Boyd. “Titanic” is rated | 
staunch at the Fox while “Jamaica 
Run” is doing very well at the 
Goldman. “Girl Next Door” is| 
slow at Randolph. “Sheltering | 
Palms” looks drab at Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 
Areadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Lili” (M-G) (2d wk). Good $8,500. 
Last week, $10,000. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘‘Man 
on Tightrope” (20th). Nice $14,000. 


Last week. “Never Let Me Go” 
(M-G), $16.000. 

Fox (20th) (2.25%; 50-99)—“Ti- 
tanic” (20th) (24 wk). Staunch 


$15,000. Last week, $19,.000.. 
Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)-—“Jamaica Run” (Par). Fine 
$11,000. Last week, “Split Sec- 
ond” (RKO), $12,000. A 
Mastbaum ‘WB) (4,360; 85-$1.25 
—‘House of Wax” (WB) (5th wk-5 


days). Neat $12,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 
Midto (Goldman) (1,000; 85-: 


$1.25\—“Tonight We Sing” (20th) 
(2d wk). Trim $9,000. Last week, 
$9.500 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)\—“‘Girl Next Door” (20th). Slow 
$12,000 in 9 days. Last week. 


“Happens Every Thursday” (U), 
$9,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
“Sheltering Palms” (20th). Drab 


$9,000.. Last week, “Light of Sil- 
very Moon” (WB), $10,000. 
Stanten (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“San Antone” (Rep) and “Woman 
Almost Lynched” (Rep). So-so $7,- 
000 or close. Last week, “Mé¢- 
netic Monster” (UA), $6,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 90-$1.25) 
—“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (12th wk). 
Sturdy $9,700, and first time to 





drope below $10,000. Last week, 
$10,500. 


Van Johnson Boosts ‘Gobi’ To Hefty 
~ $49,000 in Chi; ‘Second’ Smash 176, 


Code’ Oke 126, ‘Rouge’ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated-Total Gross 
This Week ..... $1,667,200 
(Based on 24 cities, 214 the- | 
atres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year . .$1,826,400 
(Based on 25 cities, and 221 
theatres.) 








Salome’ Smash 


$0,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, May 26. 

Biz was mild over the past week- 
end what with mercury climbing 
to 90 degrees, and plenty of out- 
door competish in full swing. “Sa- 
lome,”’ boosted by neat bally, looks 
to grab the biggest coin with 
rounding take at Loew's. “Off Lim- 
its’ at the Fox also is rated solid. 
“Fair Wind To Java” looks fair at 
Ambassador. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)\—“Fair Wind to Jave” (Rep) 
and “Serpent of Nile” (Col). Fair 
$12,100. Last week, “President’s 
Lady” (20th) and “Perilous Jour- 
ney” (Rep), $11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 65-75)—“Off 
Limits” (Par) and “Woman They 
Almost Lynched” (Rep). Solid $16,- 
000. Last week, “House of Wax” 
(WB) (3d wk), fine $13,000 in 10 
days. 

Loew’s (Loew’s> (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Salome” (Col). Rousing $20,000. 
Last week, “Never Let Me Go” 


(M-G)- and “Code Two” (M-G), 
$15,000. 
Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 


90)—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO) (3d wk). 

Okay $6,000. Last week, $7,500. 
Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800: 

90)\—“‘Peter Pan” (RKO) (3d wk). 





Seg $5,000. Last week, $6,500. 


Warm Weather Wilting 
Omaha; ‘Island’ Oke 116 


Omaha, May 26. 
Summer weather, wrapup of 


| local high school athletic seasons 


and Ak-Sar-Ben pony races are 
taking a heavy toll from lineup of 
new films this week. However 
“Girls of Pleasure Island” looks 
like okay $10,500 at Orpheum. 
“Girl Who Had Everything” shapes 
modést at Brandeis. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 20-76)— 
“Problem Girls” (Col) and “One 
Girls Confession” (Col). Slow 
$4,000. Last week, “Split Second” 
(RKO) and “Cattle Town” (WB), 
$4,500. : 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 20-76)— 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G) 
and “Rebel City” (M-G). Modest 
$5,500. Last week, “House of Wax” 
(WB) (2d wk), big $10,000 at 50-$1 
scale. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
70)\—“Girls Pleasure Island” (Par) 
and “Loose in London” (AA). Okay 
$11,000 or near. Last week, “Ti- 
tanic” (20th) and “Darling Clemen- 
tine” (20th), $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 25-76)— 
“Sombrero” (M-G) and “Fast Com- 
pany” (M-G). Mildish $4,000. Last 
week, “President's Lady” (20th) 
and “Great Adventure” (20th) (2d 
wk), ditto. 





Cincinnati, . 

First-run traffic is in seasonal 

stride this stanza. Of three new 
bills, “Titanic” 


solid at 
Keith’s but “Invaders From Mars 
at Palace fs mild. tae ts the 
Capitol pes . “Moulin 
anee” at the Albee still is big on 
second . “House of Wax” at 
Grand, moveover continues great 
for third downtown 

Estimates for This Week 


Titanic’ Tall $7,500, } 
Moderate 86, Rouge’ Rich 136, 2d’. 





Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1) — 
Rouge” (UA) (2d wk). Big 





“Moulin 
$13,000 on 
preem. 


Cincy; Mars 


Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 55-85) — 
“Anna” (Indie). Light $6,000. Last 
“Tlitch-Hiker’ (RKO) and 
“Count Hours” (RKO), $5,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400: 75-$1.25)-— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (m.o.) (3d 
wk). Continuing socko $7,000 pace 
after last week's $8,000. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1.500; 55-85) — 
“Titanic” (20th). Sturdy $7,500. 
Last week, “Happens Every Thurs- 
day” ‘U), $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,000: 55-85) — 


“Invaders From Mars” (20th). Mild‘ 
heels of smash $20,000 a or near. Last week, “Powder 


ver” (20th), $7,500 


Fat 166, 8 


Chicago, May 26. 

Four new entries at Loop film 
houses, should perk up biz some- 
what this week. Van Johnson 
heads the stageshow at the Chi- 
cago, and this obviously helping to 
| boost “Destination Gobi” to a 
| hefty $49.000. “Split Second” and 
|“‘Woman They Almost Lynched” at 
| Roosevelt looks sock $17,000. 
| “Code Two” and “San Antone” 
|} at the MecVickers is just okay at 
| $12,000. The 3-D fight films at the 
| Monroe have failed to draw as ex- 
| pected and go out after one week 
with a modest $4,500. 

Second weekers all shape fair. 

Woods looms brisk with “Titanic” 
| while United Artists is just oke 
| with “Angel Face” and “Count the 
| Hours.” “Juggler” at the Oriental 
| is sluggish in second stanza. 

Two entries are winding up 
after eight rounds, “Moulin 
Rouge”. at State-Lake is torrid 
$16,000 in final week while “Sa- 
lome” at Grand is still rated hefty 
$12,500. Ziegfeld’s “Little Sheba” 
in final (12th) stanza looks impres- 
sive. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
| —"‘Destination Gobi” (20th) with 
Van Johnson onstage. Hefty $49.- 
000. Last week, “Small Town 
Girl” (M-G) plus Dorothy Lamour 
and Pinky Lee onstage, $45,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.200; 98-$1.50)— 
| “Salome” (Col) (8th-final wk). Sock 
$12.500. Last week, same. 

McVickers (J.L&S) (2,200: 65- 
98)—“‘Code Two” (M-G) and “San 
Antone” ‘Rep). Oke $12,000. Last 


week, “Man in Dark” (Col) (2d 
wk). $16,000. 
Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)— 


3-D Fight Pictures (UA) and “Lux- 
ury Girls” (IFE). Fair $4,500. Last 
week, “Sombrero” (M-G) (5th wk), 


$4,000. 
Oriental (Indie) (3.400: 98)— 
“Jugeler’” (Col) (2d wk). Minor 


$15,000. Last week, mild $17.000. 
Palace (Eitel) (2.500: 98)—“Girls 
of Pleasure Island” (Par) (2d wk). 
Dull $8,000. Last week. $13,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 55-98)— 
“Split Second” (RKO) and “Wom- 
an Almost Lynched” (Rep). Socko 


$17,000. Last week. “Blue Gar- 
denia” (WB) and “The System” 
(WB) (2d wk), $14,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 98- 


$1.25)—“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (8th 
wk). Smash $16,000 or over. Last 
week, $18,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685: 98)— 
“Here Comes Mr. Jordan” (Col) 
(reissue) (2d wk). Passable $2,800. 
Last week, $3,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98)—“‘Angel Face” (RKO) 
“Count the Hours” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Oke $10,500. Last week, $18.000. 

Woods (‘Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
“Titanic” (20th) (2d wk). Just okay 
$16006. Last week, $25,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 98)\—“Don 
Camillo” (IFE) (5th wk). Very 
strong $3,500. Last week, $3,000. 


Ziegfeld (‘Lopert) (485: 98)— 
— Sheba” (Par) (12th-final 
Wk). 


Brisk $3,200. Last week, 
$3,500. 


‘Ancel’ Fair $7,500 In 
Prov.; ‘Wax’ Big 96, 3d 


Providence, May 26. 

“House of Wax,”-despite being 
in third round at Majestic, is still 
the town topper at upped scale. 
Loew’s State is mild with “Presi- 
dent’s Lady” and RKO Albee fair 
with “Angel Face” but are leading 
the first-runs. .- 

Estimates for This ‘Week 

* Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65).— 
“Angel Face” (RKO) and “Count 
the Hours” (RKO). Fair $7,500. 
Last week, “Sheltering Pines” 
yl and “Silver Whip” (20th), 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 74-$1)~— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (3d wk). 
Still getting big play at around 

,000. Second week was $14,000. 
Metrovolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 





65) — “Magnetic Monster” (UA), 
“Luxury Girls” (UA) and Marci- 
ano-Walcott 3-D fight pix. Fair 
$4,700. Last week, “Tall Texan” 
(Lip) and “I'll Get You” (Lip), 


$5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 4465)— 
“President’s Lady” (20th) and 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G). 
Mild $10,000. Last week, “Titanic” 
(20th) and “Bandits of Corsica” 
(UA), $12,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65)—“Jamaica Run” (Par) and 
“Romance of Redwoods” (Col). 
Light $5,000. Last week, “Tor- 
pedo Alley” (AA) and “Hiawath=” 
(AA), same. 
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1A. Marks Time: ‘Raiders’ 0K 166, 


Thursday Fairish 
Snows Slow 86, 


Los Angeles, May 26. 

New starters this week are fail- 
ing to generate much boxoffice 
seam. with overall gross level as 
~ result being down considerably 
from comfortable pace of recent 
weeks. The 3-D fight pix proved 
as slow as the battle in ring with 


miserable $4,000 in two theatres 
coupled with “Luxury Girls.” | 
‘Happens Every Thursday” shapes | 
jicht $19,000 or near in three 
spots ; a 
“Raiders of Seven Seas” shapes 
okay $16,000 in two houses but | 


only $10,000 is seen for “ 
Wind To Java™ in three locations. 
“Snows of Kilimanjaro,” out on 
frst popseale run, and reissue of 
“Snake Pit” looms dull $8,000 in 
four smallseaters. 3 
“Column South” and “Kettles 
on Vacation” is mild $7,000 in one 
theatre but okay in 11 nabes and 
drive-ins. Fourth week of “Cin- 
erama” perked to very big $34,000, 


ahead of third stanza which was | 


hurt a bit by a small switchboard 
blaze. timates for This Week ; 
Hillstreet, Pantages, Rite (RKO- 
FWC? (2,752; 2,812; 1.370; 70-$1.10) 
—“Happens Every Thursday” (U) 
and “Lone Hand” (U). Light $19.- 
000 or near. Last week, Hillstreet, 
Pantages, “Split Second” (RKO) 


and “Big Frame” (RKO), $21,000; | 


Ritz. “President's Lady” (20th 
4th wk), $2,200 
Downtown, Wiltern, Beverly 
Hills (SW) (1,757; 2.344; 1,612; 70- 
110\—“Fair Wind Java” (Rep) 
and “Marksman” (AA). Slow $12,- 
000. Last week, “One Girl's Con- 
fession” (Col) and “Problem Giris” 
(Col), $11,000. 
G&S) (80181) — “Luxury Girls” 
(UA) and Marciano-Waicott 3-D 
fight pic (UA). “Girls” yanked 
after only 2 days at Orpheum, with 
reissue combo of “Love Happy” 
(UA) and “African Screams” (UA) 
in for 5 days. “Girls” held on at 
Hawaii. Slight $4,000. Last week. 
“Man in Dark” (Col) (5th wk-5 


dzvs', $8,800. 
United Artists (UATC) (2,100: 
South” (U) 


70-$1.10'—""‘Column 
and “Kettles On Vacation” 
Mild $7,000. 
Rey, 
(CU and “Law and Order” (U) (9 
davs at El Rey), $8,600. 

Les Angeles, El Rey (FWC) (2,- 

(Continued on page 77) 


Mpls. Still Lagging But 
Rats’ Fat $5,000; ‘Moon’ 


Last week. with El 





= Minneapolis, May 26. 

While still spelling grief for 
o7oners, continuation of cold and 
Tainy weather is helping conven- 
tional houses. “Light of Silvery 
Moon” looks fair at Radio City 
while “Desert Rats” shapes good 
at Gopher. “House of Wax” still is 
great in fifth week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 76-$1)— 
ae $4,500. Last week, fine 
_vopher (Berger) (1,026; 65-85)— 
‘Desert Rats” (20th). Good $5,000. 
yast week, “Abbott-Costello To 
“iats” (U), $3,000. 

Lyceum (Nederlander) (1,850; 85- 
$!20\—“Martin Luther” | (Indie) 
‘4th wk) Had to step aside and 
make way for previous theatre rent- 
als. but returns Thursday (28) for 
a final 4day fourth week. Last 
Week. huce $18,600, making phe- 
homenal $65,000 or close for initial 
three stanzas, 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 65-85)—“Ti- 
anic” (20th) (m.o.). Satisfactory 
_ Last week, “Off Limits” 
(Par) 2d wk), $4,000. 
., Radio City (Par) (4,000; 65-85)— 
Licht of Silvery Moon” (WB). 
cn Oe, lant week, “Titanic” 
,;*K0-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 65- 
$5 oan uitch-Hiker™ (RKO). Light 
(RKO). @ » Smt wai 
_RKO-Pan (1.600; 75-$1)—“House 
vi Wax” (WB) (5th wk). They've 
Saane” jackpot with this. Great 

c..,. Last week. $6,800. 

“tate (Par) (2,200: 65-85)—“Law 
anc Order” (U). Mild $5,000. 
“Man im Dark” (Col), $9,500 
‘ *. top. 

wo, World ‘Mann) (400; 55-$1.20)— 
i melisht”™ (UA). Been waiting 
ae ume here for this one. No 
wou © at all from anti-Chaplinites 
ene of praise, but little b.o. 
ange Modest $3,000. Last 


estion. 


¥eek, “Don Camillo” (IFE), $2,300. 


“Fair | 


Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan- | 


“Abbott-Costello To Mars” | 


96, Luther’ $18,600, 3d) “orsteam 


“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (6th wk).! 


$19,000, ‘Java’ 106, 
‘Cimerama 346, 4th 


a 
— 





| Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net: i. e., 
| without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
| wutors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
| come. 

The parenthetic admission 
| prices, however, as indicated, 
| include, the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Second Modest 


| $10,000 in Hub 


| 








Boston, May 26. 
| Current stanza shapes as unex- 
| lure more than so-so biz into most 
_boxoffices. “Titanic” at the Met is 
Memorial is below average. “Down 
Among Sheltering Palms” at Para- 
meunt and Fenway looks slow. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 74-$1.25)— 
“Lili” (M-G) (2d wk). Still strong 
at $10,000 following good $14,000 
‘initial week. 
| Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (680: 


| 50-S1)—“Man on Tightrope” (?0th) | 


| (2d wk). Holding okav at $5,000 
| following neat $7,000 first. 
Beston (RKO) (3.000: 50-90)— 
“Law and Order” (U) and “Flying 
| Squadron” (Rep). S'uggish $8,500 
| Last week, “Rawhide” (Indie) and 


citing with new product failing to} 


only thin while “Split Second” at} 


Portland, Ore., May 26. 
First-runs are still looking for 
stronger films. “Lil?’ at the Guild 
looms big. “Never Wave-at Wac.” 
is neat in two houses. “Moulin 


+ 
a - “3 oe 
Se ccc ie natant at fora | Singing’ Lively $12,000, 
town currently. “Hitch-Hiker” is) ; 
| Toronto; ‘Rouge’ 166, 4th 


rated fine. . 

Estimates for This Week 

Toronto, May 26. 
Warm weather and outdoor at- 


Broadway ‘Parker) (1,890: 65-90) 
|—“Sombrero” (M-G) and “Secret 
tractions ap@-denting biz here this 
session, but Are Singing” 


Sharer” (RKO). Good $7,000. Last 

| week, “House of Wax” (WB) (3d 

wk), fancy $10,500 after huge $35,-, and “Confid@ptially Connie” are 

| 000 in first two frames. doing nicely, “Moulin Rouge” is 

| Guild (Parker) (400; $1)—“Lili” | still topping: the town in fourth 

| (M-G), nights only. Big $4,000. Last! frame with another big stanza. 

|; week, “Tonight We Sing” (20th) Estimates fer This Week 

| (3d wk), $1,100. | Egtinten, University (FP) (1.080: 

| Liberty (Hamrick) (1,875; 65-90)| 1.556; 40-75) — “Confidentially 

| —“Hitch-Hiker” (RKO) and “Wom- | Connie” (M-G). Hefty $18,000. Last 

an They Almost Lynched” (Rep).| week, “Member Wedding” (Col), 

Fine $7,000. Last week, “Fair Wind | $14,000. aa 

| To Java” (Rep) and “Blades Muska-| Imperial (FP) (3,373; 75-$1.25'— 
“Off Limits” (Par) (2d wk). Sturdy 
$10,000. Last week, $14,000. 


} — (Indie), $6,000. 
Mayfair ; » (1,500; 
yf (Evergreen) (1,500; 90- w’s (Loew) (2.096: 40-75) — 
“Small Town Girl” (M-G) (2d wk’. 


a eee Rouge” (UA) (6th 

ik). Tall $4,500. Last w 

Se eee SIRE ee a a, SRO) ee Gnae, Saat Week, 04008. 
Odeon (Rank) (2,390: 60-$1) — 


| $6,000 after smash $29,000 in first 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (4th wk). Big 


|'4 weeks. 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750: 65- 
90)\—“Never Wave At WAC” (RKO) | $16,000. Last week, $18,000. 
ee ee ee CRO Shea's (FP) (2,386; 60-$1)—“Stars 
Are Singing” (Par). Good $12,000. 


| and “Angel Face” (RKO). Fine 
| $7,500. Last week, “Titanic” (20th) Last week. “House of Wax”. (WB) 
| (3d wk), $10,000. 


and “Hurricane Pilgrim Hill” (n- 
Uptewn (Loew) (2,743: 40-75) — 


| die), $7,300. 
“Law and Order” (U). Fair $7.000. 


| Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65-! 
90)\—“Never Wave At WAC | Last week, “Happens Every Thurs- 
day” (U), $6,000. 











(RKO) and “Angel Face” (RKO). 

Good $4.000. Last week, “Titanic” | 

| (20th) and “Hurricane Pilgrim Hill” 

| (Indie), $3,500. 
Paramount 


| (Evergreen) (3,400; | ¢ P 
| 65-90)—“‘Invaders From Mars” 0 ] alicy 
(20th) and “Fangs of Arctic” (in-} 





500. 
i | here, with all major holdovers also 


die). Dull $6.500. Last week, “Great | F ° 
$23,000, Frisco 
United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
| slipping. Despite this, “Fort Ti,” 


| White Hunter” (Indie) and “Cap-| 

/90)\—“Off Limits” (Par) (4th wk).| San Francisco, May 26. 
9 ° “ae eg : 

‘Shane Giant 31G |new 3-D pic, is jamming the Or- 





tain Kidd” (Indie) (reissues), $5,-' 
| Sad $3,000. Last week, $3,200. Trade at first-runs continues off 
| pheum for big total, being helped 


(reissues), $6.000 in four days. 

| Exeter (Indie) (1.300: 60-80\—“I 
| Believe in You” (U) (2d wk). Neat 
| $5.000 after $6.000 first stanzz. 

| Fenway (NET) 
“Sheltering Palms” (20th) and 
“Lady Wants Mink” (Rev). Slow 
$4,500. Last week, “Pony Express” 


| $6. 4 
Memorial (RKO) (3.000: 50-90)— 

“Split Second” (RKO) and “Big 
;}Frame” (RKO). Modest $10,000. 
| Last week, “Happens Every Thurs- 
day” (U) and “Lone Hand” (U), 
same. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 50- 
| $90\—“Titanic” (20th) and “Peril- 
lous Journey” (Rep). Thin $15.000. 
Last week, “House of Wax” (WB) 
| (3d wk), solid $20,500 at upped 


(Loew's) (3.000; 50-90) 
—‘“Juggier” (Col) and “Ambush 
Tomahawk Gap” (Col). Opened 
Saturday (23). Last week. “Girl 
Who Had Everything” ‘M-G) and 
.“Serpent of Nile” (Col), fair $12,- 
| 500. 

| Paramount (NET) (1,700: 50-90) 
|—“Sheltering. Palms” (20th) and 
“Lady Wants Mink” (Rep'. Tepid 
'$10.500. Last week. “Pony Ex- 








Tops Slow Pitt 


(1.373: 50-90)—} 


| this session. Another three-dimen- 
sional, “House of Wax” continues 
very strong at St. Francis. “Salome” 
still is nice in third United Artists 
} round. “Girl Who Had Everything” 
Pittsburgh, May 26. (is okay at Warfield but elsewhere 
It is the same story this week | the totals for new films are lagging. 

| with “Shane” at Stanley as with | Estimates for This Week 
, “House of Wax” for the last few| Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65-95) 


cy).| (Par) and “Bad Blonde” (Lip),! stanzas. There seems to be only|—“Law and Order” (U) and “One 


| s0 much first-run biz downtown,! Girl’s Confession” (Col). Thin 
| and when one picture goes big, the | $8.500 in 6 days. Last week, “Fair 
| others take it on the chin. Nearly} Wind to Java” (Rep) and “Home- 
everything is going to “Shane,” | steaders” (AA), $11,000. 
}and the pickings are slim for; Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95)—‘Ti- 
“Sombrero” at Penn, “Split Sec-|tanic” (20th) and “Bright Road” 
ond” at Warner, “Invaders From! (M-G) (2d wk). Drab $9,000 in 6 
| Mars” at Fulton and “Lone Hand” | days. Last Week, $16,500. 
at Harris. At Squirrel Hill, the| Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 65-95) | 
| mabe arter, however, “Crash of Si-'—“Girl Who Had erything” | 
| lence” got off to a fast start, and| (M-G). Okay $12,000 6 days. 
| should stick around. week, “Never Let Me Go”) 
Estimates for This Week (M-G) (2d wk), $8,000. 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85\—! Paramount (Par) (2,646: 65-95)—/ 
| “Invade From Mars” (20th).| “Light of Silvery Moon” (WB) and) 
Slow $3 ; week, “Happens | “Run for Hills” (Indie) (2d wk). 


Last 

Every Thursday” (U), $4,000. Slow $8,500. Last week, $11,500. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)\—)| St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 95-$1.25) 
“Lone Hand” (U). Slight $4,000.'—“‘House of Wax (WB) (Sth wk). 
Last week, “Seminole” (U), very Strong $12,000. Last week, $16,000. . 
good $7,000. Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448 

Penn ‘Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— | $1.20-$1.50)\—“Fort Ti” (Col) plus. 
“Sombrero” (M-G). Doleful $7,000. right films. Big $23,000. Last week, 
Last week, “Never Let Me Go”) “Column South” (U) and “Abbott- 





Tess - » | (M-G), Nsg $10,000 in 9 days. Costello to Mars” (U), $10,000. 
| yeaee $13,000 — ee See Hill (WB) (900: 50-85\—| United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: | 
| "State (Loew's) (3,500; 50-90)—/ “Crash of Silence” (U). Excellent | $1.25-$1.50)—“Salome” (Col) (3d 
‘Juggler’ (Col) and “Ambush reviews and they mean everything| wk). Nice $10,000. Last week, 
\Tomahawk Gap” (Col). Opened! here. Brisk $3,000 or near. Last $13,500. 
‘Saturday (23). Last week, “Girl; eek. “Tonight We Sing” (20th); (A-R) (370; | $1.50- 
| Had Everything” (M-G) and Ser-| ‘34 wk), $2,000. | $1.80)—“Hans Christian Andersen”. 

t of Nile” (Col), so-so $7,000 Stanley ‘WB) (3,800; 90-$1.25\— (RKO) (i4th wk). Fancy $7,200. 
Segre she sti = “Shane” (Par) Crix hailed this one Last week. $7,000. 
as an authentic western master-| Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 


HLO.s Bolster K.C. Biz; 
Raiders’ OK at $4,000, 


‘Wax’ Sockeroo 166, 2d 


Kansas City, May 26. 
| Best bets currently are couple of 
| holdovers, “House of Wax,” con- 
| tinuing its record pace in second 
‘week at the Missouri, and “Lili 
| drawing t biz at Kimo in sec- 
| ond round. Theatre row gets a first- 
‘run addition in the Roxy, with 
| “Raiders of Seven Seas” and the 


|3-D fight pix doing okay. Of new 
‘films, “Sheltering Palms” is get- 
ting top coin, but mild. 
Estimates for Week 
| Kime (Dickinson) (504; 65-85)— 


“Lili” (4-G) (2d wk). Continues 
, sock = Goes a third. 
j ee . le 

| *Shuals md (Loew's) (3,500: 50-75)— 


i i Seen” (M-G) and 
Last “Remains to Be t | Equall 


ie of Hunted” (M-G). 
| $9,000. Last week, “Never Let Me 
| Go” (M-G) and “Jack McCall, Des- 
_perado” (Col). same. : 
Perr eourl (RKO) (2.650; 75-$1)— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (2d wk). 
| Extra big $16,000. Last week, ter- 
‘ rific $26,000, new house record, 
i (Continued on page 77) 


‘ (Continued on page 77) 


piece. Big screen with stereo-| “Importance Being Ernest” (U) (6th | 
phonic sound is helping. Great wk). Big $1.600. Last week, same. 
$31,000 or better; likely will stay | Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)—, 
at least three weeks. Last week,’ “Don Camillo” (IFE) (7th wk). Fast | 
“House of Wax” (WB) (4th wk), ane , $2,200. Last week, $2,000. 











President’s Lady” (20th) and 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (reissue). Mild 
$5,500. Last week, “Destination 


$10,000 in 5 days, or $90,000 to’ Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (377; 85-— 
on run. | $1 i—**Times Gone By” (Indie) (6th 
Warner (WB) (2.000; 50-85)— wk). Nice $1,400. Last week, $1,500. 
Bn gh yt ay og me | ae 
i t taki it o i | 
Feat act eee ein. Under | Let Go’ NSH $11,000, 
” ° - 
very oon® Gas), big $8,000, and) + Denver; ‘Rouge’ 15G, 2d 
. . Denver, May 26. 
5] With opening o ing season 
Wash. NSG Bat Noon over the past weekend and with, 
° e » | fine outdoor weather prevailing. 
Bright $12,500; Titanic | first-runs are suffering this round. 
’ | Plethora of holdovers also is hurt- 
Nice | Dark’ 8 3d ing. “Never Let Me Go” is rated 
only fair at ao ee] 
Washington, May 26. | 8!er” is in category at Broa | 
This is a so-so week at the turn- ¥4¥- ~w Rouge. “ite on 
stiles of midtown theatres. “Ti-| Still is fine second } 
tanic” looks strongest of the new- 
comers with a fine total at Palace. 
y good is “Light of Silvery/|, 
Moon” which looms bright at the 
Warner “Man on Pn nl is 
Estimates A This Week | Gobi” (20th) and “Happy Go Love- | 
Capitel (Loew's) (3,434; 55-95\— | ly” (RKO) (reissue), $5,500. 
“Treasure Golden a. — te tan eae a 
| . Okay $18,000, Ow | ugg! , - 
ede ~—\- 5 (Continued on page 77) ' 





Estimates fer This Week | Last 


Ee atay cask 7¢ Hampton Lifts Tightrope’ To Fine 
4G, Det; ‘Cinerama’ Wow 306, 10th 


Detroit, May 26. 

Lionel Hampton onstage is push- 
ing “Man on Tightrope” to fine 
$40.000 at the Fox to lead the 
downtown parade this _ stanza. 
“House of Wax” is holding up great 
in fourth week at the Michigan. 
“Anna” 100Ks average at the Madi- 
son. “Small Town Girl” is oke at 
the United Artists. “This is Ciner- 
ama” continues smash at the Mu- 
sic Hall in 10th week 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1- 
$1.25)—“Man on Tightrope” (20th) 
and Lionel Hampton orch heading 
stageshow. Fine $40,000 Last 
week, “President's Lady” (20th) 
plus Martin-Lewis onstage, terrific 
$103,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.00@» 
95-$1.25)—“House of Wax” (WB) 
(4th wk). Great $25,000. Last week, 


$31,000. 

Pa'ms (UD) (2,961; 95-$1.25)— 
“Man in Dark” (Col) ‘and “Siren 
of Bagdad” (Col) (2d wk). Oke 


$15,000. Last week, $25,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900: 70-95)— 
“Anna” (IFE)). Average $10,000. 
Last week, “Saiome” (Col) (5th 
wk), $7,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1.938: 70- 
95)—“Small Town Girl” (M-G) and 
“Confidentially Connie” (M-G). Oke 
$11,000. Last week, “Tonight We 
Sing” (20th), $8,200. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 70-95)— 
“Battle Circus” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (Korman) (3.- 
500; 70-95)—“Never Let Me Go” 
(M-G) and “Ambush at Tomahawk 
Gap” (Col) (2d wk). Okay $9,000. 
Last week, $14,500. 

_ Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,236; $1.40-$2.80)\—“This 
Is Cinerama” (Indie) (10th wk). 
Socko $30,000. Last week, $30,200. 





Indpls Skids; Titanic’ 


Sight $7,500, ‘Remains’ 
86, ‘Crowd’ OK $6,900 


. Indianapolis, May 26. 
Film biz here is in pre-Memorial 
Da race doldrums. Stormy 
weather, including tornado scare 
that had downtown streets almost 
deserted Friday night, also hurt. 
“Remains to Be Seen” at Loew’s 
and “Titanic” at Indiana, both mild, 
are top new entries, although 
“House of Wax,” in moveover at 
Keith’s, continues to lead town for 


third week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800: 50- 


| 76)—“Sheltering Palms” (20th) and 
“Silver Whip” (20th). Thin $6,500. 


Last week, “Happens Every Thurs- 
day” (U) and ‘Blades of Musketeers” 
(Indie), $7.000. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; » 50-76)— 
“Titanic” (20th) and “Kansas Pa- 
cific” (AA). Mild $7,500. Last week, 
“House of Wax” (2d wk), nifty 
$14,000. at 56-$1.20 scale. 

Keith’s (C-D): (1,600; 56-$1.20)— 
“House of Wax” (WB) (m.o.). Very 
nice $8,500 for third week dovn- 


> town, with Marciano-Walcott fight 


film helping. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2.4.27: 50-76)\— 
“Remains to Be Seen” (M-G) and 
“Cry of Hunted” (M-G). Fair $8,000 
or close. Last week, ‘Never Let hie 
Go” (M-G) and “Code Two” (M-G), 
good $10,000. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 50-75)— 
“Roar of Crowd” (AA) and “Loose 
in London” (Indie). Oke $6,000. 
Last week, “Abbott-Costello to 
Mars” (U) and “Homesteaders” 
(AA), $5,500. 


Buff. Off; ‘Everything’ 
Fair 126, ‘Express’ 106 


Buffalo, ~~ J 26. 

“Girl Who Had Everything” is 
getting the biggest coin total in 
town this stanza but it is rated 
only fair at the Buffalo. “Pony 
Express” looms slow at Paramount 
while “Desert Rats” shapes mild 
at Century. “Vanquished” is light 
at Conter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Loew’s) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Girl Who Had Everything” (M-G) 
and “Remains To Be Seen” (M-G). 
Fair $12,000. Last week, “Titanic” 
(20th) and “Slight Case of Larceny” 
(M-G', same. 

Paramount (Par) ‘3,000: 40-70)— 
“Pony Express” (Par) and “Stolen 
Identity” ‘Indie’. Slow $10.000. 
week, “Jamaica Run” (Par? 
and “A Perilous Journey” (Rep), 
$11.000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70'—“‘The 
Vanquished” (Par) and “Monsoon” 
(UA). Mild $7,000. Last week. “Girl 





| Next Door” (20th) and “The Marks- 


man” (Indie), $8,500. 
Lafayette ‘Basil! (3,000; 40-70'— 
«Continued on page 77) 
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IMeEE IT ROARS FIRST ON THE 17: OF JUNE! 


Warner BroS: SCREAMING TV-AND-RADIO AREA-BY-AREA SATURATION IS SET 
TO BEGIN! GET YOUR DATE IN NOW! NOW! NOW! SEE THE PRESSBOOK NOW! SEE 


% I eetisnatlllienalesineinintael 
*% 


THE TOWERING 10-FOOT LOBBY DISPLAY! (IT’S ANIMATED! IT HAS SOUND, SMOKE, 
FLASHING LIGHTS!) SEE THE SMASH ADS! SEE THE TWO FREE TEASER TRAILERS! 


SEE THE CIRCUS HERALD! SEE THE STUNTS! WARNER SHOWMANSHIP 
i . SHOW THE WAY AGAIN! 
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Ta BEAST rron 20,200 Fxrnous” | 


eens PAUL CHRISTIAN - PAULA RAYMOND - CECIL KELLAWAY - KENNETH TOBEY - JACK PENNICK - Screen Piay by LOU MORHEIM and FRED FREIERGER 
Photography by Jack Russell, AS.C. - Associate Producer BERNARD W. BURTON - Technical Effects Created by RAY HARRYHAUSEN - Music by David Buttoiph 


Produced by HAL CHESTER and JACK DIETZ - Directed by EUGENE LOURIE - Distribyted by WARNER BROS. 
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Passion Play for 1954 Seen Likely 
As Tourist Lure at Oberammerga 


Oberammergau, May 19. 
- This little town, whose main in- 
dustry is the Passion Play, is 
rocked with dissension centering 
around the question of whether 
the multi-million dollar tourist at- 
traction shall be restaged in 1954. 
According to historic schedule, the 


next cycle of performances is not the U. of New Brunswick. has been traction. 
But since @ season | appointed Canadian Government! 


due till 1960. | 
was missed during the war (1940), 
one faction wants the show in 1954. 
Others- expressing horror that 
some should view the play as a 
tourist attraction rather than a re- 
ligious event, insist they'll wait till 
1960. Town Council has been has- 
sling on the matter for months. 
The council recently expressed 
publie censure for Hans Lang, who | 
once understudied the Christ role, | 
for insisting that church authori-| 


ties in Munich had no right to reg-| 
ulate Passion Play performances. B 
The religious faction says it has) imMper op 


the backing of Josef Cardinal Wen- | 
del. archbishop of Munich, in oppo- | 


} 
sition to the shows next summer. | 


The prelate’s statement was con- | 
demned by Lang. But the council | 
then pointed out that Lang was 
himself a member of the council 
which had voted unanimously to 
ask for church guidance. 
Question isn't settled yet. 


ing in millions of dollars in sales 


nd tourist expenditures into this | City’s annual film frolic. 


smal] community in every active 
season. Even in years when there 
are no performances the town does 
a lively biz in guided tours 
through the festival playhouse, its 
costume collections and in souvenir 
sales featuring woodcarvings of 
Passion Play figures. 


Mex Union Again Asks 
507, Pay Hike From U 
Cos.; Big Tilt Unlikely 


Mexico City, May 19. 
Mexican headquarters of eight 
U. S. film companies have been 





served by the National Cinemato- 
graphic Industry Workers Union 
(ST#C) with demands for a 50°% 


pay hike and an extra day of paid 
annual vacations for the union 
help. Demand is a forerunner of 
the impending biannual revision of 
the union’s collective work con- 
tracts. But no strike threat has 
been made 

Yank distributors are not unduly 
excited by the hefty wage demands. 
STIC always asks that much, and 
then usually accepts around 20%. 
But this time even 20% is rated 
very big because of sharply reduced 


income stemming from the 46c_ 


cinema 
here 

_ STIC is earlier this year in mak- 
ing its demands. Contract revision 
is not due until September. Amer- 


admission price ceiling 


+ 
~ 
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Trueman Named Head Of 
Can. Nat'l Film Boar 


| Ottawa, May 26. 
| Dr. A. W. Trueman, president of 


Film Commissioner and head of the 
National Film Board, to begin 
July 1. 

Trueman will be NFB’s fourth 
|commissioner. Others were John 
}Grierson, now making documen- 
jtary films in England; Ross Mc- 
' Lean, now with UNESCO in Paris, 


Delfont’s Ice Bow 


London, May 19. 

Bernard Delfont, dipping into 
_the ice show field, is bringing over | 
‘Dick Barstow from America to }~ 
_ Stage his first ice revue. Belita will | 
| be the star. 
| Show opens June 20 at the Hip- | 
|podrome, Dudley, for an eight-' 
week season, after which it -will 
play top towns for four weeks in | 
each town. ) 
Revue is expected to come to! 
the West End as a Christmas at- By ne 





Rep Pact With Rank On 
> s 2 
‘Java’ Ist Big Brit. Deal 
ae London, May 26 
segotiating a release on the 
|Gaumamf @ircuit beginning June 
|22 for “Baie Wind To Java,” Re- 


Yank Films Gaim More | public has concluded its first major 


| deal with the J. Arth Rank Or- 
| W. German Playdates In feorteres ee it ies neo 
} ° i ti he ‘ t va- 
| April; Still Off From ’52 tion three years azn 


Deal was set by company’s new 











| er crop of film festivals this year.| April that the first four biggest 
“pas.| With the Cannes Film Festival; grossers were local pix. 
sion” is big time show biz, bring-/ °V®: the next major gathering is in Blau,” German musical released 


Berlin, May 19. , e ; 
and W. Arthur Irwin, now Canada’s; Trend in film boxoffice populari-, ™248imé_ director, Reginald) 


High Commissioner in Australia. (ty j , , .| Armour, and its sales manager, 
& | ty in West Germany's most import Film gets a duall 


. \sOrn ; _| Lionel Clyne. 
| ant key cities (including West Ber Coronation week release at two of 
jlin) last month showed a slight Rank’s West End theat. 
| gain by American and German pix. | —— ks 


; German product remained on top 








| with 39.1% of playdates as com- 
| pared with 38.8° > in March. Amer- 
ve ican pictures held second spot with or 
urope eles 37.9% as against 36.2% in March. | | 
French product was next in playing | e . 
| time with 6.7% of dates, followed 
Rome, May 19. } by new Austrian and Italian films. Irish Legit Hypo 
Europe is set for another bump-| German pix were so successful in i 
Dublin, May 19. | 
Shows imported from London, | 


June 12-28, for thati by Herzog, was tops. Best Ameri-/Complete with cast. are being | 
|can film was “American in Paris” | oye to some tlowing Pete Ge | 
ae he , ther (M-G), which landed fifth spot. cae ” with 
G ee ye seme \Only one other Hollywood feature | 2¢Y'S “Meet Mr. Callaghan, with | 





“Maske 





in Berlin, 


‘Goldwyn Would Go Slow With 3-D; 
Thinks Mild TV Giving Pix Breather 


+ Paris, May 26. 


| Samuel .Goldwyn is here for a 
|looksee at picture conditions as 
well as the continental distribution 
of his “Hans Christian Andersen.” 
He has given interviews freely. At 
a press conference he said that al- 
though he has had 3-D processes 
offered him, he is waiting until a 
new form of filmmaking emerges 
from the various changes now in 
progress anent 3-D. He added 
that despite large screen, glasses 
or any other relief, the film of the 
future, like those of the past, must 
j count on subject matter. He feels 
| the subject treatment will aways 
| be paramount and that the screen- 
play creates great stars directors 
and films. 

TV, Goldwyn commented 
that the present mediocrity of 
video is giving films a breather. 
Until TV gets better, he feels that 


|} important films have nothing to 


fear from it, but it was best not to 
minimize the future of a changing 
medium like tele. Citing that 
many apartments have fine kitch- 
ens, but that this does not prevent 
the family from gbing to a restau- 
rant for a special occasion or a 
meal. Likewise, he feels, the film 
always will fill that need for the 
big and special which TV cannot, 
as yet, supply. 

Goldwyn felt that there is too 
much film aid in Europe which 


(June 30-July 9) spotlighting ex- 
perimental and avant-garde pix.’ 
The annua! Locarno conclave this 
year is set for July 2-12, followed 


was among the first 20 money- 
makers, “Greatest Show on Earth” 
(Par). 

Two facts are unusual about the 


errick De Marney in lead role he , ¢@ds to a sort of creative laziness. 
played in Garriek run in London. | Quality is the sole factor, he was 
| Followup will be BulBul Chowd-|C°MVinced. He believes that most 
\hury and his Oriental Ballet, a|COuntries produce too many films. 


by another date in Germany, the German boxoffice situation, 0 ee ee eee) 


Goldwyn goes to Rome, and then 


ican distribs haven't had a strike | 


since 1935. 


However, there have | 


been some close calls from shut-j| 


downs. 





Mex City Theatres Must | be tne 
i best biz currently. a”} 
Stay Put as Playhouses and “Limelight,” the Chaplin pic,’ 


Mexico City, May 19. 
Local theatres are currently 





ing so badly the city government 
has tossed them a life line by flatly | 


Tefusing to allow any of them to 
ecome cinemas or be anything 
€ise but playhouses. That help is 


being granted at the urging of the | 


National Actors Union. Theatre 


Managers attribute the sharp dig! 


Gecline from the big trade of las’. 


year, largely to the 46c. cine 
ceiling This is credited v 
Crawing many of their patrons b- 


International Cinema Criterium at 
Heidelberg, running July 26-31. 


The first half of the Venice Fes- 
tival, dedicated to documentaries 
and moppet pix runs Aug. 11-18, 
followed by the second part, for 
| feature films, Aug. 20 to Sept. 4. 
| Partly overlapping the Venice 
ifete is Edinburgh's documentary 
|}and experimental film festival, 
Aug. 23-Sept. 7. 

For good measure, Italy has 
added a new item to the list by 
running an Agricultural Film Fes- 
| tival in Rome, Oct. 3-12. Only the 


|Cannes ard Venice affairs, how-| 


ever, have been given class 1.(com- 
petitive) ratings by the Interna- 
| tional Producers Assn. 


FINNISH PIX TOPS IN 





Helsinki, May 19. 

So far this year, Finnish films 
idominate the boxoffice here. 
| Among the 10 best grossers, five 
are Finnish, with “The World's 
Most Beautiful Girl,” starring last 
year’s Miss Universe, Armi 
| Kuusela, in No. 1 spot. 

“Limelight” (UA), in its second 
month here is climbing to 
fourth place. “High Noon’ (UA) 
and “Ivanhoe” (M-G) are in the 





HELSINKI; CHAPLIN BIG: 


considerable gain made by German Daubeny has pacted for an Eng- 
| pix and the loss at the wickets by | lish tour and London season after 
American films as against last | the Coronation. 

year. In April last year, for ex-| Theatre will do three-week shut- 





ample, U. S. product was on top down for overhaul, reopening with 
with 45.5% of playdates, followed | Wilfred Pickles in “The Gay Dog,” 
by German films with 324° of (followed by the visit of Sybil 
dates. This year, American pix Thorndike in “Waters of the 
were down to 37.9%. | Moon.” Dame Sybil played London 
i ‘lead, but the other stars, Edith 

| Evans and Wendy Hiller, will not 
‘HIGH 3-D RENTALS =>, Ber. , 

| The touring company of “Okia- 
IRK GERMAN EXHIBS homa” will be flown in from Eng- 
~~, land next month of a season at 
Berlin, May 19. | Gaiety, followed by the Interna- 
| Local exhibitors are very wor-, tional Ballet on its return from 
‘ried about the announced in-/ Spain. 
icreases in film rentals for 3-D The Abbey has two new plays on 
| pix. Distributors justify these by its immediate sked, “The Other 
| claiming production and import of | Eden” by Louis D’Alton, and Maur- 
|3-D pix are considerably more ex-/|ice Meldon’s “Halcyon Horseman.” 
|pensive than on _ conventional| Theatre is breaking tradition of 
\films. They asked a middle-sized | using only Abbey Players by en- 
town’s exhib to play 3-D pix | gaging Christopher Casson to play 
|either three weeks at one theatre | the English role in “Eden.” 
or 11 days at two. his first time with the Abbey. 
' Lecal 


exhibs claim that besides 
_the additional rentals considerabie 


‘tvesiment is necessary “or. -D | BRIT, DISTRIB TO RUSSIA 
$11,000 per theatre. Currently, one 


'3-D feature film, “Bwana Devil” 
| (UA), is being shown in West 


It is 





London, May 25. 


ON PIC EXCHANGE DEAL 


Germany. Five other tri-dimen- 
sional pictures have been an- 
nounced for the forthcoming sea- 
son, including a German 3-D film 


Kenneth Rive, director of Con- 





; 
' 


; 


sixth and seven. respectively. The! Produced by Berolina and “Love ) 


big surprise of the year appears to 
be the Italian pic, “Anna,” second 
Both “Anna” 


still going strong while the other 


‘top pix have slowed down. 


A newcomer with big potentiali- 
ties is the British film, “Top 
Secret,” which drew angry protests 
from the Commie press, but is 
playing to capacity audiences. 


M&L, Mitchell, Smatra, 





in Three Dimensions.” another 
'German effort by Mondial (Zeiss 
'Ikon system’. 





‘Happy King’ Given Sim 


London, May 26. 

| “Happy As a King,” which 
opened at the Princes Theatre last 
Saturday (23), was treated gen- 
erally harshly by the crix, and its 


_ Chance for London Run 


‘ 


i 
; 


tinental Concorde Cinema Co.,tlis- 
tributors of foreign language pix, 
planed to Moscow last Thursday 
(21) on the invitation of the So-| 
viet Ministry of Culture, to nego-| 
tiate an exchange deal for British 
Claiming that he is authorized to | 
offer 30 British-made films, Rive 
says he hopes to buy some of Rus- 
sia’s best in exchange and also to 
negotiate an Anglo-Russian produc- 
tion. He sees this as a means of 
cementing the “new cinema friend- 
ship between east and west.” 
Although declining to name the 
30 titles he has to offer, Rive con- 


,comes back here June 15 before 
heading for the U. S. 


Chauvel’s ‘Jedda’ Lone 
Aussie Film in Prod; 
Brit., U.S. Plan No Pix 


| Sydney, May 19. 
| With the exception of Charlies 
'Chauvel’s “Jedda,” feature film 
; Production in Aussie is completely 
| Stymied. Second half of the year 
| just coming up shows no prospect 
of amy local production upsurge. 
| Closing cf Pagewood studios by 
|Ealing was the fadeout signal. 
|American distributors here with 
frozen coin said they had no news 
of any Hollyw move to make a 
pic Down Under this or any year. 
Tightening of coin has halted any 
independent bid to get local cam- 
eras turning, with “angels” closing 
their checkbooks pronto whenever 
approached to back a mooted film. 
Down Under studios, apart from 
the newsreel outfits, are presently 
only flooring educational shorts for 
special playdates. Unemployment 
‘rate in the film production*field is 
| the highest it has_ever been. 
Hollywood and Great Britain are 
the main source of product supply 
for Aussie’s 1,100 cinemas. 


Backer Asks Accounting 
On 3 Hylton Legiters 


London, May 

Jack Hylton promised in the high 
court last week to give financial 
statements of three plays, “Kiss 
Me, Kate,” “Women of Twilight” 
and “Call Me Madam,” pending an 
action against him and his company 
by John Buckley, a 78-year-old 
backer. 

According to Charlies Russell, 

















firmed a deal for Soviet release of | 


counsel for Buckley, his client had 


Glasgow, May 19. 
American stars again are well 


outmoded typical musical tomedy | Souate 3. o aoe.” 


ba ech tor ees Ba Biggow After a month in Moscow, he will 


: - prospects appear slim. Described |p sme is the Spur.” and is also ne- | 
Laine Set For Glasgow 2: “2 new musical frolic,” it is an po eagle 


Cause the playhouses can't off eatured in the summer vaude lay-| Austin Melford was rated as lack-| return to London via Prague and 


any kind of a draw show for less | out for Scotland, just announced jing in wit. 


than 92¢. 


Moss’ Empires chain. Guy 


East Berlin. 





It was presented by M. H. Pro- 


The city nixed the petition of Mitchell is slated to play the Em ductions and stars Emney, Eve Lis- 
: ™ ‘ter, Shani Wallis, Leo Frankiyn,| New Berlin Film Co. 


Mario Calvet, French-German pix 


|pire here the week of Aug. 3. 


Gistrib. to make the Teatro Iris,| Frank Sinatra is pacted for same 


revue-musical house,- into a 
Cinema. Like nixing was given 


Moises Cosio to make his revue 


theatre, the Colon, into cinema, 
4 iim house, : 


Skornia Back to States 
. Vienna, May 19. 
Harry J. Skornia, for two years 
Tadio officer for the U. S.-spon- 
sored Red-White-Red network, has 
‘<i! to return to America, where 
Se will join the National Assn. of 
Educational Broadcasters at Ur- 


ana, Ih 





| Spot starting July 6. : 
i Earlier, the Merry Macs will 


‘head the -Glasgow house bill dur- 


}ing Coronation week (June 1), with | 


|Deafi Martin & Jerry Lewis inked 
|for week of June 15, prior to a 
|}London opening. Al Martino 
comes June 22. 


| Mapes. Greta Unger. 


Warren 
Mitchell and Dickie Henderson. 
/Choreography is by Joan Davis 
/and sets by George Ramon. 


Shooting ‘Strenger One’ 
Berlin, May 19. 
Capito] Film, West Berlin's lat- 





invested $35,000 for a 40°) partner- 
ship in “Kate.” He his invest- 
ment back plus a ximately $3,- 
500 said to be his share of the 
profits from the London run. He 
put up $2,800 for “Twilight,” but 
Hylton said there was a loss on 
that show, and he received back 
just under half of his investment. 

For “Call Me Madam,” he again 
invested $35,000 for a 40% partner- 
ship. That show had a long run at 
the Coliseum and is now on tour. 





over $72,000. Buckley's invest- 
est producing company, has teed | on been returned, he 
‘Bell’ Won't Toll off its’ first film, “Phe Stronger | CPt had been returned, bat he 


_ Athens, May 19. 
After a long delay, release of 





One,” at the Tempelhof studios. | prosts. 
Soehnker and Gertrude, 


Claude Duveen, Hylton’s counsel, 


rankie Laine is set for a return Paramount’s “For Whom the Bell Kueckelmann are playing the leads said there was no attempt to de- 
ante at the Empire heres Aug. 24, Tolls” was forbidden by the Greek with Wolfgang Liebeneiner di-|fraud the plaintiff and separate 


‘again as a warmup for his London 
| Palladium _ stint. Jean Sablon 
plays the week of June 8. Prices 
| will be upped fer visits of the 
iU. S. toppere 


censors. |recting. Walter von Hollaender 
This action disappointed Greek wrote the script and Igor Ober- 
film patrons because they waited berg does the lensing. is 


to see the film in which the Greek scheduled to be finished within 33 
jactress Katina Paxinou figured. ' days. 


|\banking accounts were kept for 
|each venture. The judge added 
that no suggestion was made 
against Hylton about his financial 
i dealings. 
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: HUMPHREY 
The 1951 Academy Award Winner (AFRICAN QUEEN) 
comes up with onother winner in BEAT THE DEVIL! 
GARY 


r The 1952 Academy Aword Winner (HIGH NOON) ia 

AY Jomes A. Michener's great South Pacific Adventure 

+ a ae) RETURN TO PARADISE, i= color by Technicolor 
KIRK 


mere }) DOUGLAS 
BIG STA Ras Rags tom Aled Hye sense basher, “il Oe The Vie Roni 


—, 


ERROL 


ee Y=) FLYNN 

BIG PICTURES Bn re gar harreant done 
cone GEES 
THRU 


Row in its third yeor on Broodwoy and still going strong! 


JOEL 


McCREA 


in the Eric Ambler screenploy SHOOT FIRSTE 
Co-storred with Evelyn Keyes! 





And so do the, * 
JOHN . 


| | Academy Aware Winners! PAYN E 


rt i 

a SUAS cbr by Tec ond EROSSTOUM De 

es : SEVEN SEAS, Color by Technicolor ond CROSSTOWN Pert. title) 
GREGORY 

i PECK 


tn TWO big ones — Mork Twain's immortel THE MILLION POUND 
SANK NOTE ood THE PURPLE PLAIM, E. H. Bctes’ best seller! 
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Briefs From the Lots | AA Chiefs West 
After N.Y. Meet 


be between $15-$20, 
Three Allied Artists execs, who 








mains To Be Seen,” will be ex-|Savoy, where there is a | Jules'Levy and Arthur Gardner | 
Buckingham Palace and hibited for one night only. Thea charity ball in aid of the Nationa] P0US™t “Kentucky Niggas id 
under the elaborate cere-/tre will open at 11:15 p.m. until 4: Playing Fields and the United Ap-| 4 59 ere tee 


| am. the next morning and refresh- | peal : 


its | 
the 
Abbey. r, fol- 
lowing a different route, will be 
slightly longer. 
All-Night Standees 
The public stands, which have 
been under construction along the 
route for the past six months. are 
now almost completed and it is 
hoped they will be fully occupied 
on Coronation day. The public 
tramspert services are to operate 
nonstop schedules to bring people | 
to town, but buses will be stopped 
some distance from the route and 
subway stations will only be kept 
open as long as the crowds permit. 
If there is toe much surface pres- 
sure. the stations will be closed by 
the police. 
By a series of crash barriers, 
which have been built to encircle 
the route, the police will be able 
to seal off the entire central Lon- 
don area. Today, these barriers 
are impeding the the flow of pub- 
lic traffic. but on Coronation day 
they will keep the crowds in check 
and keep accidents down to a mini- 


ro 


There is still no evidence of SRO 
boards being necessary for Coro- 
nation seats and offers are still 
regularly advertised in the n2- 
tional press. Nevertheless, pros- 
pects of a complete sellout are rea- 
sonably bright, but the selling 
price, which started on a down- 
ward spiral several weeks ago.) 
shows little sign of hardening. Al-; 
most from the outset, the public 
resisted famcy charges being asked | 
by many speculators and the prices | 
have been taking a steady tumble. | 
In addition to the 2,000,000 ex- 
pected along the route, at least 
half of the population will be view- 
ing the spectacie in the comfort of 
their own homes_on TV receivers. 
In many respects, the viewers will | 
get the best end of the deal as they 
do not run the risk of getting 
caught up in vast crowds, nor will 
they be subjected to weather 
hazards. They can anticipate most | 
extensive coverage while enjoying 
the amenities of their own homes. 
Apart from restrictions imposed | 
in the Abbey, TV cameras will be 
able to capture all the magnificence 
and panoply of the occasion. 
Mobile units will be dotted along 
the route at strategic points. giving 
closeups of the Queen and her 
Consort, as well as other royal dig- 
nitaries amd every facet of the 
procession. : 
Celer Filming 
As part of the progress of events, | 
the newsreels, however alert they | 
may be. must take a time beating. 
from Nevertheless, i 

the country report. 

widespread interest in the news- 
films and anticipate big crowds for ! 
the same night flashes and the fol-' 
lowing daws double-length cover- 
aze. Coun enthusiasm has 
aso been sparked by the produc-_ 
then of the two full-length color 
films by the Rank Organization 
and Associated British-Pathe and 
by the Movietone two-reeler. These : 
will be in release on Monday, June 
8. less than a week after the event. 
Theatres alomg the route will: 
haturally be closed on Coronation 
Gay. but a few London picture 
houses with full-size TV screens! 
wll be open te take the BBC cover- 
aze. The Odeon, Leicester Square.’ 
using Rank’s Ciatel, is having an> 
invited audience, but at the Plaza, | 
Where they recently installed the 
Paramount Kinescope equipment. 
the general publie is being ad- 


also been fitted with Cintel, as. 
have a2 number of key provincial | 


bh ouses. 


were to pass the time in comfort. | 
Among the theatres offering this 
2-citional amenity are the Garrick. | 
‘cere “Dangerous Curves” is the, 

. . 7 


_of Britain two years ago. 


ments will be served te patrons in 
their seats. Tickets are bookable 
in advance and are at normal the- 
atre prices. 

As Yolande Donlan. who is the 


| Star of “Red-headed Blonde,” cele- 
1 trates her birthday on Corona- 


tion day, a special birthday cake 
is being made and the midnight 
audience will be invited to par- 
take. After the party, they will 
Stay for community singing until 
the want to leave. 
Legits Contribs 

Contribution by the legit man- 
agements is not on the same broad 
expansive scale as for the Festival 
Apart 
from the Old Vic’s production of 
“Henry VIII.” the only special the- 
atrical event for the Coronation 


+ has been the revival of “The Apple 


Cart,” in which Noel Coward is 
Starring at the Haymarket. 
Laurence Olivier, 


Sir 
who provided 


| the legit highlight of 1951 with his 


twin “Cleopatra” productions | 
Shakespeare and Shaw), 

planned a Coronation entry with 
Terence Rattigan’s “The Sleeping 
Prince.” His wife. Vivien Leigh. 


|was to have been his co-star, but 


as a result of her breakdown the 
production has been postponed un- 
til July. In its place, at the St. 
James Theatre, comes a new play 
by Mary Haley-Bell in which her 
husband. John Mills. is starred. 
This is “The Uninvited Guest,” to 
be presented by Henry Sherek to- 
morrow night (Wed.). 

At the Savoy Theatre, “A 
Woman of No Importance” is 
billed as a Coronation year spe- 
cial, but Jack Hylton jumped the 
gun by more than six months when 
he staged his Coronation Crazy 
Gang revue, “Ring Out The Bells,” | 
at the Victoria Palace last Novem- 
ber. This is doing consistent SRO 
biz. Another Coronation presenta- 
tion which has been running for 
some months is the Tom Arnold 
musical, “The Glorious Days.” 
which has been at the Palace since 
the end of February and was pre- 
viously om tour for six or seven 
months. At the Criterion, “The 


|Young Elizabeth” has been run- 


ning for over a year: this play 
was almost postponed prior to its 
opening because there was a young 
Elizabeth on the throne. 

There will be a big spure of 
activity this week, which was 
sparked Jast night ‘Mon when 
Danny omas opened his Coro- 
nation season at the Palladium. To- 
night ‘Tues.) “Hamlet” opens at 


| the Embassy Theatre. Tomorrow : 


sees the preem of “The Uninvited 
Guest” and on Thursday the Lon- 
don edition of “Guys and Dollis” 
bows in the Coliseum. On the 
same night there is to be an 2il- 
star Anglo-American midnight gala 
at the Palladium in aid of the 
Actors Orphanage and the Jewish, 
National Fund. Sponsored by 
Noel Coward and Lady Reading. 
the cast will include Wilbur 
Evans and his wife Susanna Fos- 
ter. Laurence Olivier, Danny 
Thomas. Peter Ustinov and 
Hermione Gingold. 
Abbey Preem 

Another sort of drama is due to 
be enacted at Westminster Abbey 
within a week of the Coronation. 
when a new play. “Out of the 
Whirlwind,” by Christopher Has- 
sell, is presented with Fay Comp- 
ton as the star. As far as is 
known, this is the first stage pres- 
entation within the Abbey pre 


cincts, and the advance booking. 


office is already drawing crowds. 


' with a minimum of 70c. 


‘gram is to broadcast “A Midsummer 


blades show on the horizon is the 
Gloria Nord starrer, which is 


skedded to move into the Har- 


ringay Arena. 


Coronation. 
Duke of Edin 
gala and special 


._ Prices, with a 


‘emcee and the talent lineup will in- 


;} of Citation as 
Tessie’ O’Shea’s opening at the | Stanley Kramer 


Colony and Astor last week touched 
off the special Coronation cabaret 
engagements and there will be a 
stream of headliners opening from 
now on. Last night ‘Mon.), Florence 


and are 
with Calumet Farms for a loanout 


signed Tom Tully 
play Captain De Vriess in 
William 


to 


"_7. 


Desmond played her first British | * 


cabaret date for three years when | 
she ‘preemed at Quaglinos and the 
Allegro Room. Tonight will be one 
of the highspots of the cabaret sea- 


; 50m with Noel Coward’s opening at 
; the Cafe de Paris. Tomorrow night 


will see a rash of new nitery 
openings with three additions to/ 
the westend circuit. In Grosvenor | 
St. Rico d’Ajou opens his new! 
plush room, the Don Joan. with | 
Josephine Baker as the star attrac- 
tion. Eustace Hoey is presenting 
the Bernard Bros. at his newly 
opened Copacabana, and at the 
Orchid Room. Christopher Hewett 
and Helene Cordet are the cabaret 
attractions. 


On Coronation eve, Hermione 
Gingold opens a return season at 
the Bagatelle. On the same night 
there is a new lineup at the Savoy 
headed by Nanci Crompton, which | 
will inelude Tony Fayne and David | 
Evans, the Andrea Dancers and the 
Jay Walkers. For the Coronation 
gala. there .will be guest appear- 
amces by Noel Coward, Maurice 
Chevalier and Rudy Horn. At the 
Berkeley there is to be a double 
bill comprising Lys Assia and 
David Nixon, while for one night 
oniy there will be cabaret at, 
Claridges for the Coronaticn gala, | 
with Kay Cavendish and Clifford 
Stanten. In this switch from tra-/ 
ditional policy there will also be 
a rhumba band in addition to the 
resident combos. At Al Burnett's | 
Stork Room, Bobby Sherman con- 
tinues as the cabaret lure, while 
Susan Bandler is featured at) 
Ciro’s. The newly-opened Biue/) 
Angel is continuing with its policy | 
of around-the-clock cabaret. 

Pep Tune Tribute 


There have been the familiar 
crop of pop tunes in tribute to the 
occasion and in the current week 
five of them ‘all British) have made 
the hit parade. One of them, “In 
a Golden Coach” ‘Box & Cox), is, 
the No. 1 bestseller. “The Wind- 
sor Waltz” ‘Michael Reine’ has 
moved up to eighth place and 
“Celebration Rag” «Bradbury 
Wood: is No. 15. “The Coronation 
Waltz” (Northern) and “Coronation | 
Rag” (Magna) have the last two po- 
sitions in the first two dozen hits 
of the week. Another 10 Corona- 
tion specials have been published, 
including the reissue by Francis, 
Day and Hunter of “Soldiers of the 
Queen.” Among others are “Let's | 
All Be Good Elizabethans” (Noel ; 
Gay’ and “All the World Is Coming | 
to London” ‘Radio Music’. i 

The BBC is rising to the occasion | 
with a week of celebration radio | 
programs, teeing off next Sunday. 
(31) with a 90-minute broadcast 
from the London Palladium of a 
special Commonwealth bill, which | 
will be emceed by Richard A‘ten- 
borough. On Coronation nicht, | 


' 
’ 


| Gracie Fields will be the principal | 
| guest for the 500th edition of “Hen-" 
‘ry Hall's Guest Night” and on June | 

4 there is to be a special feature.|and demonstration at the Para | icresiing 


“Star Spangied Salute.” 


‘east of 


a tale of the 
era, at Metro ys 
es and Peter Mamakes 
“El Alamein” cast at 

Columbia ... Jane and Jean Cor- 
bett, showgirl sisters. added to the 
: Garters” at Para- 


—— 

Lawferd’s first freelance 
role since leaving Metro wil! be in 
“A Name for Herself” at Columbia. 
Geerge Cukor directing .. . Ber- 
tita Harding compieted screenplay 
of “Life and Loves of Richard 
Wagner.” for indie production in 
Germany by William Dicterie ... 
William Geetz bought Frank 
Slanghter’s novel, “The Galilean.” 
as possible starrer for Ludmilla 
Teherina at UI 


GOVT. LOSES DRIVE-IN 
ANTITRUST CLAIM SUIT 


Chicago. May 26. 

U. S. Government last week lost 
the “Starlight Case,” a suit against 
Chicago drive-in theatres which al- 
legedly conspired to maintain 
prices and booking practices in vio- 
lation of the Sherman Antitrust 
Act. 


Chi Federal Appeals Court ruled 
that the drive-ins were not engaged 
in interstate commerce and there- 
fore not liable under the act. The 
suit was first filed last spring. 


MPAA’s McDonnell Back 
From Far East Junket 


Washington, May 26. 

Col. Richard McDonnell checked 
into the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America office here over the week- 
end after his stint in Japan’ He 
reported to Eric Johnston before 
leaving for a few days’ rest and 
personal biz. 

Immediate plans call for him to 
remain on the D. C. staff though 
there has been no allocation of 
duties yet. He will probably work 
on State Dept. and diplomatic liai- 








‘som chores he performed before 


his Far East junket. There is some 
speculation that he may be as- 
signed to another foreign post. 


Atlanta Host to Joint 
Ga.-Ala. Exhib Meet 


Atlanta. May 26. 
Joint convention of the Motion 





Picture Theatre Owners and Op | 


erators of Georgia and the Ala- 
bama Theatres Assn. gets under 
way here Sunday (31) at the Biit- 
more Hotel 

Business sessions will be de- 
voted almost exclusively to the 


First convention activity on Mon- 
day {1) will be 3-D symposium 


which mount Theatre here, with E. D./ran three weeks at the Real Cin- 


arrived in New York over the 
weekend -after attending the com- 
pany’s first international sales con- 
vention in Miami last week. return 
to the Coast -tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Prexy Steve Broidy and ad-pub 
chief John Flinn are planing while 
veepee Harold Mirisch is training. 

Meantime, it’s anticipated that 
the company will soon disclose 
identities of one or more contrac- 
tees being sought from Metro, 
Paramount and 20th-Fox on a 
loan-out basis, for negotiations are 
said to be continuing on a “satis- 
factory” basis. se outside 
players would have top roles in 
such AA yarns as “Wichita” and 
“Yellow Knife.” 

Discussions also reportedly are 
in progress between AA toppers 
and several indie film-makers with 
a view toward bringing them in the 
company fold on arrangements 
similar to Louis Hayward's A. F. A. 
Productions. Latter recently inked 
2 deal calling for delivery of two 
pictures annually to the firm over 
a four-year period. 

New faces with marquee appeal, 
as Broidy recently pointed out, are 
in line with AA’s revamped pro- 
duction format which avoids 
“cheap” films but at the same time 
| escapes the hazards of the “million 
dollar picture.” Company's 3-D 
entry, “The Maze.” it was dis- 
closed, will preem at the Los An- 
geles and Hollywood Paramount 
Theatres the end of June and will 
also open on the Butterfield circuit 
in Michigan the same month. 


VARIETY CLUBS’ 2D 0.0. 
OF WILL ROGERS HOSP 


Inspection tour of Will Rogers 
_Memorial Hospital at Saranac 
| Lake, N. Y., combined with a 
three-day outing of induStryites at 
Herman Robbins’ nearby Al-Bur- 
Norm, at Schroon Lake, has been 
set by the officers and directors of 
the Variety Clubs-sponsored hos- 
‘pital for June 26-28. Event is a 
followup to the successful dual 
event held last year. 

Contingent of filmites will leave 
New York on Thursday, June 25 
from Grand Central Station at 
9 p.m. aboard a “Will Rogers Spe- 
cial” sleeper which will arrive at 
Saranac Lake Friday morning. 


COMPO Gab Bureau Idea 
Is Temporarily Shelved 


Idea for a COMPO speakers bu- 
_reau has been temporarily dropped. 
|} according to Maurice Bergman of 
' Universal, who was to have organ- 
ized it. 

Bergman explained in N. Y. last 
week (22) that Hollywood would 
have to be the pivotal point of any 
such undertaking, and that execs 
there are currently too preoccu- 
pied with 3-D and the wide screen 
_ to give attention to COMPO affairs. 











_ ‘Bwana’ 52G in Mex City 
latest developments in all phases} 
of 3-D and widescreen exhibition. | 


Mexico City. May 26. 
Pic trade calls the $52,000 gross 
garnered by “Bwana Devil” (UA), 
| first 3-D film to play in Mexico in- 
Dut not sensational. It 


will be a Coronation tribute by Martin, Theatre Owners of Amer- | ema here. 


American artists. Ben Lyon will 


clude Rose Murphy and the Merry 
Macs on behalf of vaudeville: Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr.. speaking for the | 
legitimate theatre, Gregory Peck | 
and Bing Crosby repping Helly- 
Evans for the musical theatre, and | 
Burl Ives on behalf of the concert , 
platform. The longhair third pro- 


|ica vice-president, as chairman. | 


groups to follow in its footsteps. 
Yesterday (Tues.) it was exactly 


Pic is being distributed down 
here by Eagle Lior. It played at 


had formerly been listed as exploi- 
a year ago since the Supreme Court tation assistant to Terrell. 
j ruled, in the. “Miracle” case, that | i i 


Night's Dream,” with Ralph Rich-| pix are included in the free speech | Doob’s transfer had been arranged 
> of the/| with the consent of theatre chief 


s ing Coronation conscious wih a 


series of special events staged at 
the Reyal Festival Hall. 


for review, there 
chance of winning 
ship decisi 
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te 
o FH G Teg i 
de Ballet, Rockettes, Glee Club, | 
Choral 


Ensemble, Petro Bros. (2%) 


Bates, Symphony Orch 
mabe. ag Me men 9 Paige; “Young | 
Bess” (MG). 





Subjects that lend themselves to! 
pageantry are a natural for Radio" 
City Music Hall. It's only Gtting, | 
therefore, that England's upcom-| 
ing coronation, the greatest pomp ; 
and splendor spectacie, sbould 
serve as the theme for the Hall's) 
current stageshow. It also neatly 
compiements the house's current 
film offering, Metro's : 
Bess.” a portrayal of the eary 
years of Britain's first Queen Eliza- 
beth. / 

Dubbed “Crowning Glory,” the 
Leonidoff production utilizes the | 
Hall's corps_de ballet, Rockettes, | 
giee club and choral ensemble to 
present various aspects of the Brit- | 
ish heritage. At best, it's a sur-| 
face Gelineation.. but contains suf- 
ficient pageantry tc delight the 
MH'’s clientele. 

Opens with the glee club, color- | 
fully garbed in 16th century sea 
costumes, giving forth with a rous- 
ing group of British chanties to d=- 
pict the U.K.’s seafaring history. 
Ballet corps, headed by prima ba:- 
lerina Cynthia Scott, clicks with 
an Elizabethan court routine. set 
to music by Saint-Saens. The al- 
ways c’icko Rockettes win the larg- 
est mitt with a precision interpre- 
tation of the changing of the guard 
at Buckingham Palace. Pomp dis- 
play, featuring the choral ensem- 
ble and the entire company, closes 
with a coronation tableau of the 
crowning of a queen. 

Settings by James Steward Mor- 
com are lush adjuncts to the simu- | 
lated coronation grandeur. There's 
a 20-foot reproduction of Eliza- 
beth’s crown and a replica of the 
royal coat-of-arms. Film footage. | 
showing 2n elaborate British reyaty 
parade, is projected into the pro- 
ceedings for added effect. 

Although somewhat incongruous 
to the spectacle motif, Peg Leg 
Bates, veteran monoped dancer, | 
and the Peiro  Bros.. 
score in their solo routines. Sym- | 
prch, under the direction | 


of Raymond Paige, backs the show | registry on the mitt meter. Could | 


with its 


| pia bill 


io: . 
izing to the layout with 
| acroantics. Garner a heavy load of 


thagen,” a surefire winner. Male 


sings “Faith Move 
Seeaiton ™ and withdraws to al- 


Mountains,” 
the to 
low his wife, still at pone, 


forage Bret poe 
personality, revealing 


to go iar in show biz. 
ca see 
Acts), and Johnny & Suma Lamonte 
are prettily dressed juggling nov- 
elty with much skill. Herbert de 
Vere’s Pin-Up Girls (6) are ade 
quate as epening terpers. Gord. 








Olympia, 
cul ) Miami, } 23. 
Young |. Chris Columbo, Gene & 
Roberta, Joey Forman, & 
Lorraine, Florida Trio, Rhode 


House Orch; “Split econd” 


(RKO). 





Talent on tap for current Olym- 
ili is again on the, modest 


is 
budget side, but overall ges 


ees ee ee a 


Chris 


show here whe played season-long 
stint at Alan Gale's cafe, is in the 
topliner spot. He adds up as a 
well-versed songster who leaves 
the impresh that, with a solid 
platter hit, he could start the climb 
into the higher brackets. A per- 
sonable guy, he sells his songalog 
in good style, though at times 
tending to overdramatize on the 
delivery. Handles such tumes as 
“Avril In Portugal,” “Jezebel” and 
some of the better currenis in 
warm piping style to come off to 
handy hands. . 

Gene Gory & Roberta have been 
around a long time with their 
screwball comedy that winds into 
attractive femme’s semistrip. It’s 
paced for laughs and they average 
healthy portion. 

Tap ideas of Mac & Lorraine are 
bright and handsomely executed. 
Fresh-looking youngsters spin out 
their heel and toe rhythm to con- 
sistent returns. Florida Naa — 

eir 


gasps and mitts with their stunts. 
In the emcee slot Joey Forman 


and in own spot sets up series of 
impreshes and gaggery for okay 


usual competence, taking | bolster the gags to bring him into | troupe consisting of four girls, two 


’ for an 
Palace, N. Y. 7 t over five orchsters : 

° overhead ull by the standing 
i The 3 Hollidays, Reg Rousies . femme to hefty applause. : 
Foe Tis ged Sooeoat, a Walton & O'Rourke are adroit 
| Creve Jr. The Appletons (3), 


peteers who do most of 
: ‘Arriola Family (7) atk cat iat the onan. They do a 
teve Evans, Arrio ‘amil ‘ 
: House Orch; “The 


standard sepia aie bit for = em 
\ Jo ; selection, but matron Ww 
| System” (WB), reviewed in VART-| biotto at a bistro runs much too 
‘ery March 25, ‘53. long. Sepia pair does a song and 
cendly| piano fake routine and then the 
t+ Palace Phan mee! = Lvigp | femme waren a - oe Oe 
lays it e curren such stage. *s a bump and grin 
fairly frequent returnees as comics | thing that’s a bit too much for 








Steve Evans and Tommy Hanlon.| early viewers but gets a big re-! 
action as she writhes to upbeat | 


Jr.. and the Apache act of the Ap- 


'pletons. Another familiar face in|“Hawaiian War Chant.” Louis! 
this house is ventriloquist Roy) Basi] is fine in the emcee depart- 
Douglas. For the way-back-when ment. Zabe. 
venners, there’s Violet Carlson. 


opera spoofer who was killing ‘em 
4 Broadway in “Student Prjnce 


¥ in “Student Prince” Slater’s Sleeper Stance 
an or 3 , Was ca . 
by Vaniery ina "New Act” at the) Ip Bid for $3.60 N.Y. Ran 


Fifth Ave. Theatre in 1921. 

eB age oe age Bang Sn ; big on the wane, offbeat performers 
cainshales happen to be orthodox; ™ust of necessity try the one-man 
leireus turns, Baudy’s Greyhounds | Show device as a means of getting 
< ebee (New Acts) and the| Some circulation. It’s been tried 


lumbo, a co-winner of | Arriola Family ‘rivaled in atten- | Successfully by name entertainers 
|a recent Godfrey “Talent Scouts” 


* }in various media, has been pro- 
pened Hyer bony -y te eae | jected! from concert and lecture 
\days, who open the bill in a fast | Tostrums and even performers 


hoofing session with solo chal-| such as Victor Borge. Cornelia Otis | 


lenges, a softshoe routine and a Skinner and Emlyn Williams have 


seated choo-choo workout with a 
strob finish. i 
Douglas is a competent vent. His Massel’ -as- the weeld's creel 
‘ : s greatest 

two-way phone conversation is , - “¢ 
solid, his duet with dummy Eddie | ypnotist pn the marquee o% the 


: . | Bijou Theatre, N. Y.. last purveved 
Echo 3 bellringer: The ,befw"efa | hypnotism on’ Broadway from the 


live femme prop. en : oe ol a ay State tte om 

Hamien ts 6 — ene with | turned from England a short time 
saaterlal is 2 long Tarcan story. At | 280 where he practiced stage mes- 
show viewed he skipped his stand-| ™*"S™ from various theatres un- 
ard guillotine bit and.also not seen Rice EE maw the the fenuit: af She 
was his curvaceous femme aide, 


L- i tae : an publicity of the Slater trials, but 
“Murphy.” Evans cae hen 7 hilar-| the British no longer look with 
sous Folin drunk and laut (Pes | for upet hips dose ee 
The Appletons, (Mitzi Haase and | pow ritcige 
Charles & Virginia Tribbey) are Slater, who opened for a run it 
undoubtedly the most rapid-fire | the house last Thursday (21) at a 
and roughest Apache act in the —— re + does provide Magica oe wi 
business. They put the audience in| ™€™*. 40 many it may be a dubi- 
a frenzy. Miss Carson belies her|0US kind of entertainment, one 
vears, looks curly-cute onstage and} tinged with embarrassment. 
lis plenty peppy. She takes off in | the fact is that there is a lot of 
‘the falsetto department on “Kiss | 2Udience laughter, much of it at 


forts. : 
Ralph Slater, who modestly bilis 


jugglers. | handles himself in assured fashion | of Fire” and also essays a hillbilly | the expense of the volunteers who 


; = . : tep up on stage. 

ilampoon with yodeling. The pipes; * 

| are Pstill big. , ' | Slater has a stint lasting about 
| The Arriola Family, a Spanish | two hours. 


With the market for vaudeville | 


been spotlighted in individual ef- | 


til a lawsuit halted this field for | 


) He starts with an ex-) 
| planation of hypnosis, describing | 


the snotlight for “Coronation Over- | potent upcomer class. Les Rhode | boys and a girthy clown, are im-| 
ture.” a symphonic rhapsody wn /| house orch pace matters with in-| pressive on the trampoline and 
English airs. Holl. teresting version of “Doggie In The equally impressive in their capes 


the various stages of sleep in which 
a subject goes through. 
explains its use in medicine, stat- 
ing that operations have been per- 


He also | 


———_ | Window” and back show in satis-| and velvet attire. Departing from 
tm lasgew ; | the conventional tricks on the taut 
pire. be | bed, they work into quasi-flying 
' routines, three-highs “and compli- 
; cated twisters to the catcher. It’s 
; a rousing acro turn done with style, 
speed and authority for a surefire 
| mitt grabber. 
With Jo Lombardi away for the 
}day (22) ta conduct the act for 
|Danny Kaye at the White House 
| press photogs’ shindig in the Stat- 
| ler Hotel, Washington, an aide took 
over the Palace baton. Trau. 


Glasgow, May 19. 

Billy Daniels with Benny Payne; 
Sud & Maz Harrison, 5 Furres, Vic | 
Wise, Margo H Sam | 
Kemp, Johnny & Suma Lamonte, 
Herbert de Vere’s Pin-Up Girls 
(6), Bobby Dowds Orch. / 


“Opening British vaude and con- 
cert tour here, Billy Daniels has. 
solid reception from both adults | 
and bobbysoxers. His 35-minute 





act receives warmest mitting of | 
any accorded to U. S. stars this 
season, singer revealing a polished | 
artistry found only in the 
acts. He has in gallery ) 
screaming. but he also has the 
older stubholders in stalls giving: 
out with merited kudos. 


best | 


Daniels opens with “Just One of , 


Those Thines.” then goes into) 


“Night and Day,” giving this par- | 


y fine rendition. He keeps. 


bbing to minimum, saying mere- | 
glad to be in Scotland and | 


he’s 
(which isn’t very evident). 


factory manner. Lary. 


Veloz & Yolanda Get Feet 
Back in at SF. ‘Cavalcade’ 


San. Francisco, May 26. 
If backed by an orch, enhanced 
by romantic lighting and hypoed 
by tight routines, Veloz & Yolanda 
might, in spite of their long lay- 


' off, recapture much of the preemi- | 


nence they once rightly held. But 
struggling along with two pianos, 
handicapped by inadequate light- 
ing and a bare stage, and leaning 
on dance instinct instead of pin- 


bid, 


two hours of watching 
time and 


.60 at the box. 


In appearance the dancers stilt | 


catch the eye though Yolanda is a 
little more gaunt and Veloz a lit- 





Chieage. Chi 
Chicago, May 22. 

| Van Johnson & Co. (3), Bobby 
| Sargent. Adriana & Charley, Wal- 


| point terping, they falter in their ton & O'Rourke, Louis Basil Orch; 


“Desert Gobi” (20th). 





Van Johnson is making a one- 
| week stand here. After a few more 
| rehearsals with the band, this 
| shor71 shape as acceptable fare on 
;}most counts. Also there needs to 


formed where the only anesthetic 
|has been hypnotism. With the sci- 
ientific basis established, Slater 
calls for volunteers with a special 


| plea for servicemen to respond. On | 


ithe initial night he got 10 includ- 
| ing one femme and three GIs. The 


three uniformed men we-e put to: 


sleep pronto and two civilians 


, failed to go under, but a third one | 


, did. The remainder 
cent bystanders. 

| Slater didn't try any new tricks 
/on the subjects while under hyp- 
,nosis. Most of what he did was 
| previously seen at Loew's State 


were inne. 


,and elsewhere around New York. | 
| However, the major punch of the | 


/evening is reserved for the post- 


| hypnotic stages in which the sub- | 


| jects perform at a suggested signal 
|while fully awake. 


| onlookers, but it’s a type of laugh- 
| ter that stems from the embarrass- 
;ment of these volunteers. On the 


Veloz & Yolanda’s “A Cavalcade | be a switch in the bill lineup with| Other hand, nobody forced them 
admitting to a little nervousness! of Dance,” with Veloz & Yolanda, comic Bobby Sargent more appro-| 10 Come up on stage. 


Star | Jr., Robert Garretson, William Tea- | priate to precede Johnson. 


Pup- 


gets in pleasant comedy touches | ford; Gecry, San Francisco; $3.60 | pet act now in that spot fails to 


with Berny Payne at the ivories. | 
this being one of best features of } 
the act. He also works in useful | 

for his latest Columbia pic, 


lug 
E Cruisin’ Down the River.” 
Audience 


! old 


' 


to his songalog, | 


top. 





tle less than in former years. The 
flair and much of the old 
warmth are still on hand, but this 


which includes “Bye Bye, Biack-| melange is further proof that time 


bird,” “My Yiddisha Mama,” “If 
Only You Pretend” and “Sunny 
Side of the Street.” The fans emit 
further screams at his singing of 
“Because You're Mine.” Spot is 
given Payne for his impersonation 
of the late Fats Waller singing 
“Ain't Misbehavin’.” (Incidentally, 
Payne was last here in the mid- 
"30s with Cab Calloway.) 
earns further plaudits with the 
oldie, “Lady of the Evening,” and 
closes to solid mitting with “That 
Old Black Magic.” 

Syd & Max Harrison, British 
comics, have a nice line of ec- 
centricity and a crosstalk act that 
rouses yocks, particularly in their 
second-half spot. One partner em- 

oothy grimace to useful ef- 


t 

ft Wise, Jewish comedian, is 
slenderly-built male with amusing 
patter in which he mixes his V's 
and W’s, billing himself as radio's 
“Wicky Vise.” 

Act of real promise is the Scot- 
_ Mr. and Mrs. team of Margo 


e & Sam Kemp, who 
have bright musical offering, gal 


being seated at the ivories. Open-'| 
ing number is “Wonderful Copen- | own. 


Daniels | but 


erodes unused talent. Put another 
way, they are out of practice. It 
takes more than a few rehearsals 
to recapture the old subtleties, the 
old conceits, the old refinements. 
And these aren't -y poy = the 
degree ex ry perform- 
ers. Veloz is still adept and Yolan- 
da retains her dance-acting finesse, 
these aren’t enough to gloss 
the imperfections the miscues, the 
improvisations. 





In substance this. “calvacade” is 
ja rundown of most of the old 
‘dance standbys from the waltz to 
|the rhumba with a few novelties 
| thrown in for variety. Some of it 
jis good, some of it 


Two other facets which make up 
this overlong hassle are-Veloz & 
Yolanda, Jr., and 


The youngsters are cute if not par- 
jticularly -outstanding and _ the 
pianists are excellent but not es- 
pecially entertaining. Kiddie bits 
have their piace and Rachmaninoff 
can be hot stuff on occasion, but 
not necessarily in a dance recital 
laboring under difficulties of its 
Ted. 





te. 
none of it inepithig or Gaeting. ’ | 


, and Robert vate 
son and William Teaford, pianists. | TV 


; build properly for the film star. 

: Johnson has a sock opener with 
| his special material song, “Here I 
Am Again,” which takes him from 
chorus boy through all his hit pic- 
tures. He follows with “Come 
Rain, Come Shine” racing with 
the orch, but they all manage to 
come out together. Actor is aided 
| in his efforts by an unbilled pianist 
and a bongo player, who set most 
of his tempos. There’s another 
special about a 
been which gets murky but tiein 
affords Johnson a chance for take- 
offs on Astaire. Chevalier, Gene 
Kelly, plus a little softshoe. All 
this leads into thank-you “Too 
Marvelous for Words” with curtain 
drawing together. 

_Bobby Sargent is using some of 
his old material but possibly it’s 
a fresh audience for it’s getting 
bigger laughs than before. How- 
ever, for the early a.m. seathold- 


ers there is some. earthy stuff. 
Joke 





standard registers 


very well. 
Youth has added a 


newie. about 
commercials which is funny 
and tops it with a frantic version 
of a bebop disk jockey. 

Adriana & Charley are a click 
trampoline comedy team _ with 
some tight control flips. There 
are the usual gainers and somer- 
| saults, but the prone work to 
Dmg stands are strong and 





Hollywood has-! 


| Among the gimmicks were a 
, Sailor swooning at Slater's singing: 


| another was talked into the belief | 
| that anything he smoked for the | 


|; mext 24 hours would taste like 
jburnt rubber; one subject per- 
formed ballet and the civilian was 
led to believe he was a product of 
Danish surgery. 


chest felt heavy.” 

Slater keeps onlookers interest- 
ed throughout. He apparently 
j; knows his business and if there 
are any plants or stooges that he 


employs it’s extremely hard to de- 
On the surface, evervthing 
Jose. 


tect. 
seems kosher. 











|| Films Copyrighi 


_ Continued from page 3 


| log, songs and background music), 
| would not be protected. 
Copyright committee of the Mo- 








still mulling the pic industry’s po- 
| sition. On the basis of the con- 
;clusion reached, film copyright 
lawyers will probably testify be- 
(fore a congressional committee 


'when legislation pertaining to the | 


|copyright measure is introduced in 
ithe Senate. 


| According to Adolph Schimel. 


‘head of the MPAA copyright com- | 
mittee, the film industry is still) 


they clinch things when male does! discussing the matter, 


i . Now these | 
| gimmicks produce laughs from the . 


He complained to | 
Slater's femme assistant that “his | 


Paramount, N. ¥. 
The 4 Aces, Jerry Gray © 
(14), with Linda Lee: Alan King 
Martin Bros. (2); “Desert Song 
(WB), reviewed in’) §=6Vanirry 
April 29, ’53. : 


It’s accent on youth as far as the 
Paramount’s new bill is concerned, 
in keeping with the house's enter. 
tainment slant toward teenager:. 
For the harmony group of the 
Four Aces, Jerry Gray's band, 
comedian Alan King and the pup- 
peteering turn Of the Martin Bros. 
all gear their routines at the high- 
school set. 

Four Aces, who close the 50- 
minute layout, punch across some 
six tunes to accompaniment of 
feminine squeals, whistles and 
shrieks. Snappily attired, the lads 
have profited by experience since 
j they first came to the fore via 
their smash cutting of “Sin” on 
an indie label. Boys dish out such 
jmumbers as “Should I?” and “Or- 
| gan Grinder’s Swing” (their latest 
| Decca slicing) with a showmanly 
touch for sock results. 
| Session’s musical aspect is com- 

petently handled by Gray. Six 
| years am arranger for the laie 
Glenn Miller, he heads a combo 
comprising five reed, six brass and 
three rhythm. Difficulty from a 
b.o. standpoint is he’s not too we!! 
known in the New York. area. But 
on the basis of show caught (20), 
he satisfies with a solid, infectious 
demonstration in the old Miller 
idiom. Asa fiilip, vocalist Linda 
Lee warbles on okay “There's No 
Moon At All” and “Old Black 
Mzgic.” 

King, who’s played the jest cir- 
cv it from Leon & Eddie's to the 
Riviera, wisely tailors his reper- 
toire to audience demands. His 
.5 a sty‘e that elicits a wealth of 
laughs without resorting to blue 
material. He’s also okay in repar- 
tee with audience  schoclboys. 
“Your voice is changing,” he told 
one youngster, “have you been ‘o 
| Denmark lately?” Off to a solid 

reception. 

| Rounding out the bill are the 
Martins. Veteran turn produces 
excellent visual effects via manip- 
}ulating boy-and-girl marionettes in 
a jivey dance, a clown attempting 
to climb a wall and a Negro pup- 
pet who pounds a mean “Darktown 
Strutters Ball” on a miniature pi- 
ano. Latter’s joined by a col- 
league who trumpets a la Louis 








Armstrong Illusions are well done 
and net a id response. Giib. 











‘3% Tax 








amas © 





» inued from page 3 


|when |} explained that taxes 
' couldn't cut until the budget 
geis into fs ance. 

Marior Folsom, Under-Secre- 
tary of ‘ce Treasury, told the 
House § Business Committee 
last Thu ‘y (21), “Our position 
row is ti re don’t want to lose 
that reve: We don’t want to see 
any of th taxes come off in the 


/currest calendar year.” 





“OMPO Still Hopeful 

In @ face of President Ejsen- 
hoy. ; position against tax reduc- 
} tion, 5 outlined in his radio ad- 
dress last week, Coun@il of Motion 
| Picture Organizations execs stated 
‘this week that the industry still 
stands a good chance of winning 
|rel -£ from the Federal 20° ad- 
missions levy. They have it figured 
that the Treasury Dept. actually 
will realize a benefit of $4,000.000 
|Via elimination of its admissions 
‘cut. That's the pitch being mace 
_to the House Ways & Means Com- 
mittee. 


| Exhib tax committee, which is 
headed by Pat McGee and H. A. 
|Cole, and Robert W. Coyne, 
| COMPO special counsel, have to'd 
| the House group that the industry, 
|via admissions and corporate and 
|income taxes, yielded $262.000.000 
‘in 1952. Same source will mean 
only $161,000,000 in terms of taxes 
in 1953 unless the tax is removed, 
it was stated. Point underlined by 
the industry reps is that maintain- 
ing the status quo on the levy will 
| mean the closing of 5,000 theatres 
‘this year and this would account 
for the big drop in tax revenue. 
Conversely, say the industryi'es. 


about Christine and the like|tion Picture Assn. of America is | /0poff of the tax will enable the 
get yocks and his immigrant miner | of America is 


industry to pay $165,000,000 in ad- 


missions, etc., taxes. 


od 
Filmites claim further that the 
President’s stated opposition to ta* 
cutting should help he Soy! 
cause because previously 
missions measure had faced 4 
‘encumbering tieup with excess 
profits proposals and another ~ 
item concerning the storage © 
whiskey. These now have been re 


' moved. 
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ae 


<p 
sal al a) 
cay 








__Wednesday, May 27, 1953 


























NOW hiversal/-International brings 


He FURST 3.0 picture on ru GIANT 
WIDE-VISION SCREEN with STEREOPHONIC SOUND! 


OPENING TODAY at the RKO HILLSTREET and PANTAGES Theatres, Los Angeles. 


tHe FIRST 3-b 
SCIENCE-FICTION 
STORY 


tHe FIRST 
ALL 3-D 
PROGRAM WITH 


tHe FIRST 3-D 
MUSICAL 
FEATURETTE 


a4 


f 
NAT KING’ COLE 


“Pretend” 











Produced and Directed by WILL Cowan 
A UMIVERSAL- ANTERRATIONAL 


RICHARD CARLSON BARBARA RUSH 











Sez Pic Magigal Made 
_ Her Good Rep Disappear 


Los Angeles, May 26. 
Suit for $250,000 was filed here 
against UI by Geraldine Larsen, 
fémme magician, who charges “wil- 
full, intentional, deliberate and.- 
flagrant” violation of her privacy 
/in the picture, “Because of You.” 


Cinerama ‘Handshake’ 


opening for possible control of the | the deal would not come within the 
company via a $150,000 loan guar- | scope of the consent decree. 

anteed by Cinerama’s present board It's understood that Fabian would 
of directors. The ‘oin, 
ever, is seen as the beginning of 


sie Wednesday, May 27, 1953 











ting a PCA okay but the producers |fall. It stars Johannes Heesters, 

Hannerl Matz and Hardy Kruger, 
imported for the purpose. As a 
| legiter in Vienna, it was called 
“Clouds Over Everything.” 


balked at this idea. 
Eye Legion's Reaction 
Of, major concern to UA in its) 
selling of the film, according to ob- | 


Lurie coin, how- | not make the pictures himself, but 
would license picture deals to ma- 





further investments. Lurie left for | 
Chicago over the weekend tc look | 


in on his realty interests and is ex- 
pected back in New York late this 
week. 

Meanwhile, Cinerama develop- 
ments included the resignation of 
executive veepee Frank M. Smith. 
Smith's exit, it’s indicated, had no 
eonnection with the snarled state 
of Cinerama’s affairs, but was 
strictly due to illness. Smith, one 
of the Cinerama pioneers and a 
longtime associate of the vice 
chairman of the board Lowell 
Thomas, has been told by physi- 
cians to take a six-month rest. 

Other efforts to solve the com- 
pany’s financial problems saw 
prexy Dudley Roberts, Jr., and 
veepee Merian C. Cooper in a pitch 
to C. ¥. Whitney to return to the 
executive staff. Whitney. who had 
been executive aide to Roberts, re- 
signed when his buyout offer to the 
company was turned down. 

Whitney, however, retained his 
stockholdings in the company, a to- 
tal of 10,500 shares. Whitney's of- 
fer would have increased his stake 


in the company and would have | 
given him a top position in man-} 


agement. 
Behind the Roberts and Cooper 
feelers to Whitney is that the lat- 


ter might be induced to provide | 
the coin which Cinerama requires | al 
Although | 


to get off the ground. 
the board flatly nixed Whitney's 
earlier offer, it's now felt that per- 
haps some compromise deal can be 
arranged. 

In the SW-Cinerama talks, one 
thing became more and more clear. 
Any deal that Fabian might make 








jors or indies. He is currently 
awaiting the reaction of the Justice 


; 
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Leigh lens is Cinerama, which ac- 
cumulates multiple angles by use 
of three cameras. 

TIMING: New method of im- 
proving the presentation ef all 3-D | 


| pictures has been announced by 


Paramount. It was discovered by | 
studio technicians while readying | 
“Sangaree” for release and will be | 
made available to all theatres. 

One of the flaws in 3-D screen- 
ing in the past has been a lack of 
accurate synchronization of “shut- 
ter timing,” causing a watery sort 
of double image to appear on the 
screen. Paramount is currently 


; 


preparing a booklet describing the 
simple mechanical steps to elimi- | 
nate the possibility of “out-of-time” | 
projection. 





Exhibs Fear 


ae Continued from page 5 
public proving their most potent 
ly. 





Public resistance, they note, has | 


altered the sales policies of several 


companies. United Artists, it’s re- | 


ported, has come down on its terms 


{for “Moulin Reuge,” offering 35% 


deals in many territories. In addi- 
tion, Cel is said to have changed 


+its policy on “Salome.” Originally, 
for operating the theatres would | 


it was slated on pre-release for 


have to include a production ar-| cities of over 75,000 only. How- 


rangement; at least for the first 
mig Fabian, seeking continu- 
ty of product, is still wary of Cine- 
rama’s production plans. Theatre 
topper feels he can get the green- 
light from the Dept. of Justice for 
a film-making arrangement since 


= 











j ever, many small town exhibs re- 


ported they’re bidding for the pic- 
ture at more down-to-earth terms 


|than originally demanded. There’s 
| also been some indication of RKO’s 
| bending on terms for “Peter Pan” 
jand “Hans Christian Andersen.” 


|compromise on 





vision and founder of a magazine 


she was held up to public shame 
by a character called The Magic 
Lady in the film. The one in the 
film had a criminal record. 


In addition to damages, the suit 
asks an injunction restraining fur- 


ther showing of the film unless UI | 


eliminates the character. 


U. $.-Spain 


Continued from.page 7 








| foreign government. Spanish reply 


was that, when the original deal 
was set up last year, the Franco 
regime had been given to under- 
stand that it would get some such 


| assistance, if not necessarily from 


MPAA. 


Talks last week centered around | 


a Spanish offer for 40% remittance 
with reasonabl assurance that col- 
lars would be forthcoming, and a 
the volume of 
American imports. Spaniards would 
let in 75 features for the time be- 
ing, the total to be revised in 
January if possible. Under the 
agreement which ran out Feb. 28, 


‘53, the Americans could bring in | 
100 a year, but only 75 went to the | 


MPAA members. Good part of the 
remaining 25 wasn't picked up by 
the indies. 

Since it’s known that the Span- 


| iards would like a new pact to start 


Aug. 1, execs believe there will be 
talks in Madrid soon. Meanwhile, 
the Americans have enough pix in 
Spain to last them through the 
summer and into the fall. Spanish 
offer for a new deal also included 
extended uses of blocked funds and 
unlimited importation of original 
versions. 








| Known as The Magic Lady on tele- | servers, will be the reaction of the 


Catholic National Legion of De- 


| devoted to magic, plaintiff declares | cency. UA is not an MPAA mem- 


ber; consequently the distrib is 
not bound by. any of the organiza- 
tion’s codes. Further, tradewise, 
if “Blue” proves a b.o. click, it’s 
unlikely that the PCA thumbs- 
downing would discourage any sig- 
nificant amount of exhibitor buy- 
ing. This is based on the wide 
|play given some outstanding for- 
|eign imports which were not sub- 
| mitted for PCA-seals. 

Possible trouble spot involves 
|the Legion, because of the threat 
of picketing. Legion itself re- 
frains from any demonstrations 
against film product, but allied 





| organizations, such as chapters of | 


jthe Knights of Columbus, in past 
|have had placard-bearers outside 
theatres which have played pix 
lgiven the “condemned” rating by 
ithe Legion. Another strong factor 
jis the annual pledge taken by 
Catholics, which enjoins them 
|from seeing any film banned by 
the -Legion. 

Film has William Holden, as a 
successful architect, and his fancy- 
ifree neighbor, David Niven, en- 
gaging in oral skirmishes with 
Maggie McNamara at Holden’s 
swank apartment. Miss McNamara 
repeatedly boasts of her chaste 
life, and her frank utterances 
have the effect of keeping her two 
pursuers in line. 

N. Y. State Censor Board has 
approved the film. 





‘Blue’ to ‘Virgin’ 
Vienna, May 19. 
20th-Fox office here announced 
that the German version of the 
company’s “Moon Is Blue” will be 
titled “The Virgin on the Roof.” 
Handle is attributed to Carl Zuck- 


version for producer-director Otto 
Preminger. 


Pic is not to open here until 





| sympathy. 
'standards for pictures in order to 


| well-nigh 





mayer, who penned the Deutsch | 





Allied Forming 


Continued from page 7 


tion of the pre-release run and the 
time when the picture is generally 
released; and (2) the fact that 
when the picture is generally re- 
leased, it usually has its first-run 
in the same theatre that played it 
on pre-release. 


ATOI’s suggestion stems from 


ithe Senate Small Business Commit- 


tee hearings. Outfit points out that 


| while solons appeared to feel that 


something should be done about 
the large number of pre-releases, 
there was an indication the Sena- 
ters were impressed by the large 
investments required to produce 
such pictures as “Quo Vadis” and 


|“Greatest Show on Earth.” 


Allied unit admits its pre-release 
plan is a feeler. Exhib org ob- 
serves: “To say that no picture 
should ever be shown an extended 
runs at high prices might alienate 
To try to prescribe 


justify such handling would be 
impossible. Any such 
formula might prevent a really fine 
picture from earning all that it de- 
serves and result in glorifying an 
expensive flop.” 


RKO Suit Slowed 


Los Angeles, May 26. 
Minority stockholder suit filed by 
Milton Friedman against Howard 





| Hughes, Ned Depinet and RKO will 


be taken under advisement in 30 
days by Judge John J. Ford in 
Superior Court. 

Court gave Friedman 20 days to 
file affidavits in connection with 
the suit, while the defendants were 
given 10 additional days to file 
counter-statements. 
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PICTURES 


Clips From 


NEW YORK 


C. Bruce Newberry, Republic 
sales chief; Neil Agnew, recently 
named special assistant to com- 
pany prez Herbert J. Yates. and 
southern district manager Walter 
L. Titus, Jr., left the homeoffice | 
over weekend for a tour of five 
southern exchange areas before re- 
turning June 5. » 

Blanche Livingston, 4n charge of 
publicity for RKO out-of-town the- 
atres, sailed yesterday (Tues.) on 
the Queen Mary to attend the Coro- 
nation 


“KANSAS CITY 


Exhibitors Film Delivery & Serv- 
fice Co. building damaged last 
Wednesday (20) night by a bomb 
explosion at the front door. Build- 
ing also is occupied by Friendly 
Theatres Co. and Central Shipping 
and Inspection Bureau. Damage 
was estimated at $1,500, and the) 
blast caused about $50 damage to| 
Warner Bros. Building across the} 
street. Labor dispute over a drive-| 
in’s operation is being probed by, 
police. ‘ 

Another first-run added here 
May 20 when downtown Roxy 
switches policy. House was re- 
opened few weeks ago by Durwood 
Theatres, Inc., after facelifting 
following a fire Which gutted part 
of the building. “Raiders of the 
Seven Seas” (UA) and the 3-D 
fight pictures was opening bill. 
Next on schedule is “Abbott-Cos- 
tello Go te Mars” (U). 

Heart Drive-In opened on east 
side of city as one of most deluxe 
ozoners in the area. It’s a 1,000- 
car operation with largest screen 
.in midwest. It_is operated by 
Winoko Corp. Henry Wigman is 
manager. 

Loew's Theatre and Realty Corp., 
which operates Loew's Midland 
here, has obtained @ extension on 
its lease for an additional 10 years. 


PHELADELPHIA 


Egyptian Theatre, Bala, Pa., sold 
to Barnett Freeman, subject to 
three-year lease held by Stanley 
Warner. 

Elmer Pickard, manager of shut- 
tered Aldine, moved to Stanley- 
Warner’s Upper Darby <xey, the 
69th St. Theatre. 

Joe Leon, Universal's branch 
manager, off on vacation to Flori- 
da and the Bahamas. 

The Keystone, North Philly key, 
now on weekend ration. 

Jack Harris’ package, Chief 
Geronimo and his Wild West 
Whiz Kids, booked into string of 
drive-ins, starting Memorial Day. 

The Carmen, uptown film-vaud- 
er, switched to a film - burley 


Po Viliiam Celenza: 31" and Thomas 
Samaccio, 22, both of Philadeiphia, 
six months 


t “2 ttempted robbery 
© a year, a 
of safe in the Savoy, South Philly 
nabe, March 16. 
Brandon De Wilde in to draw 
winning ticket in $25,000 jackpot 





BROADWAY ANGELS, . 
INC, 
Common Stock 
Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or write 
or phone for a prospectus to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRafolgar 4-1815 
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Film Row 


“Dream Home” contest sponsored 
jointly by the Stanley Warner 
theatres and Philadelphia Daily 
News. 

Arlene Dahl due in town next 
week to help exploit “Sangaree,” | 
with Mike Weiss as flack in charge. | 

Melvin Fox plans to open his} 
Bridgeton. N.J., drive-in for sum- 
mer-winter operation. 


DALLAS 


Kenneth Morris name@ manager | 
of Buckner Boulevard. Drive-In | 
here, being transferred from Chief | 
Drive-In, Austin. Both operated by} 
Ezell & Associates. 

Starlight ozoner opened here. It 
has 500-car capacity and patio seat- 
ing 200. 

Lutzer Bros. here sold the Na- 
varro at Kefens to Stanley Hooper 
of Athens. 

The Rialto at Greenville, oper- 
ated for nearly 40 years, being 
shuttered June 1 by Sullivan & 
Moore Theatres, and turned into aj 
biz house. 

S. L. Oakley. general manager of 

East Texas Theatres, announced 
pians to build a 678-car drive-in at 
Lufkin. Ozoner will have an air- 
conditioned auditorium seating 300 
open all year. 
Ezell & Associates, operators of 
a ozoner circuit throughout state, 
has made the Buckner Boulevard 
Drive-In here available for 30 days 
to Evangelist Billy Graham. 


PITTSBURGH 


Michael Cardone, manager of 
Wilson and El. Patio in Tyrone, 
promoted by Stanley-Warner to 
managership of Harris in Taren- 
tum: being replaced at Tyrone 


from 
Cleveland zone. 
Gary McHugh, now with Walter | 
Reade, will handle publicity for} 
summer stock at the Savoy, As-| 
bury Park, N-J. 
Carl C. Guerrein, owner of Sky- 
way Drive-In near Erie, leased it 
to Dipson - affiliated Pavillion 
Drive-In Corp. os ; 
Guy V. Ida, who owns the Grand 
in McDonald, and his wife, off for 
six weeks in Italy. 
Warren Beaster, from Lake Gen- 
eva, Wis., joined Stanley-Warner 
and goes to the Strand in Greens- 


burg. 

The Colcnial on the southside, 
recently dismantled, now a Bingo 
palace. 











ST. LOUIS 


E. L. Staup, Delphos, O., pur- 
chased an ozoner near Paris, Ill, 
from John Vestal. Staup also oper- 
ates a drive-in near Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Stanford Jaske sold shuttered 


a summer closing. They are 
Longwood, the Overland and 

anhoe. 

DENVER 

Hall Baetz, Denver city manager 
for Fox Inter-Mountain Theatres, 
resigned to go to Seattle as gen- 
eral manager of the Sterling 
atres chain of 40 theatres in Wash- 
ington and Oregon. Im theatre biz 
since 1918 when he started with 
Charles Skouras in St. Louis, 
Baetz spent 16 years with the 
Skourases in California before go- 
ing to Salt Lake City as a division 
manager, and later to Denver. 





| 





[New York Theatres 


CHICAGO . 
B&K Tower to fold because of 
biz drop. Lease has two years to 


go. 

“Hans Christian Andersen, 
(RKO) first sub-run at 27 
top nabe May 22. 

Charm Theatre going on part- 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


“YOUNG BESS” 
JEAN SIMMONS + STEWART GRANGER 
DEBORAH KERR + CHARLES LAUGHTON 


color by TECHNICOLOR » An M-G-M Picture 


Circuit ,sending execs 
around the chain for hypo con- 
teteltel Film ing its mid 

e Ss mOV s west 
headquarters to East’ 13th Street. 
Kling Studios completed 3-D 
color industrial film for Admiral 


time operation. 
; Alliance 
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ples SPECTACOLAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
Ate kine 
Brg. 
G 


Corp. 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Third 3-D film to reach local 
loop, “Man in Dark,” bowed out of 
State af only one week with 
less than $10,000 takings, despite 
fact admission was upped to $1. 
But “House of Wax” is in fifth 
week at RKO-Pan. 

Hollywood producer and circuit 





owner W. R. Frank ailing and con- 
fined to Northwestern hospital. 

“Hans istian Andersen,” 
which played fortnight in Loo 
here at $1 top, having its first nabe- 
suburban showings at four thea- 
tres day-date with scales boosted 
from 60c to 85c for dates. 

Although fourth and fifth were 
announced as final weeks for 
“Moulin Rouge,” picture currently 
is playing sixth stanza at Century. 

Leo Peterson, vet South Dakota 
circuit owner, gravely ill. 

Joe Loeffler, Republic branch 
manager, to Chicago to meet Cecil 
Newberry, company’s new sales 
manager. 5 : 

.3-D finally has arrived in Twin 
Cities nabes with “Bwana Devil” 
(UA) going into two St. Paul indie 
houses, the Faust and Arcade. 
Film was set in these two for test 
runs before being generally re- 
leased to the Minneapolis-St. Paul 


| subsequents. 


DETROIT 


United Detroit Theatres has re- 
modeled its eastside nabe house, 
the Cinderella. Job included 1.800 
new seats, new projection equip- 
ment and all new decorations. UDT 
did job in off-hours in order fo 
keep house open so merchants’ biz 
would not suffer by house being 
shuttered. Merchants showing ap- 
preciation with plugs in windows 
and ads. 

Group of 45 seniors from the 
Dayton, O., New Lebanon High, 
chartered a bus to bring them 


| here to see “This Is Cinerama” at 


Music Hall. 


LOS ANGELES 


Columbia closed a deal for Jack 
Broder’s indie production, “Com- 
bat Squad,” made without a re- 
lease with John ireland and Lon 
McCallister starring. 

RKO acquired U.S. release 
rights to the J. Arthur Rank pro- 
duction, “Night Without Stars,” 
produced in 1950, with David Far- 
rar and Nadia Gray in leads. 


Chbeberdana’ | 


aus COminued from page 7 


cempared to the usual 40 degrees. 
It has a variable aspect ratio of 
from 1.85 to 1 to 2.66 to 1 and also 
uses only one projector and a wide- 
angle lens. Superama is the inven- 
tion of Leigh and Hogue and the 
lens bearing their names was used 
by Paramount in recent tests which 
ae pronounced “highly success- 
u "ha 

Superama will be demonstrated 
in N.Y. to the trade later this week, 
Leigh said. An 11-minute test film 
has been lensed to prove that the 
system covers a wider scope than 
anything with the exception of 
Cinerama, which requires three 
cameras and three projectors to 
obtain the same effect. While the 
Superaima lens is used at the cam- 
era, theatres can use a standard 
wideangle lens at the projector. 
There is no distortion and the sys- 
tem is engineered for flat or 
slightly curved screens. With Glam- 
orama, deep-curve screen and 
the optical system correct the dis- 
tortion. . 











Leigh hopes to arrange a-:demon- 
stration of his Cinerama-type Glam- 
orama system on a 50 by 20 foot 
screen in N.Y. as soon as possible. 
He has also worked out an idea for 
a “track system” in theatres that 
would permit the same screen to 
be rolled across the stage in what- 
ever shape is required. 


Continued from page 5 
at cost; $5,599,000 in productions 
in progress and charges to future 
productions. 

Total current and working assets 
amounted to $33,705,377, against 
total current liabilities ef $8,768,- 
258. Bank had been 
reduced to 000,600, and the 
ees eae pledged was cut to 


Report revealed that the board 
of directors, as of Jan. 3, author- 
ized the writeoff of $2,103,831 by 
direct charge to profit and loss of 
the cost of certain stories, contin- 
uities and preliminary production 
charges. 

Hefty item on the débit side in 
the stockholder report was in the 
form of advances to outside pro- 
ducers. Losses on such invest- 
ments amounted to $3,758,000 in 
the last fiscal year. 

Incumbent board members are 
candidates for reelection at the 
June 3 meet. They include prexy 
James R. Grainger, Hughes, Noah 
Dietrich, «A. Dee Simpson and J. 
Miller Walker, 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange ) 


For Week Ending Tuesday (28 ) 
Weekly Weekly Weekly 
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attacked a $2,750,000 payoff the 
company handed him in December, 
1951, for surrender of his residual 
rights in pictures made while he 
was on the lot. 

In granting the defendants’ mo- 
tion for approval, Judge Coxe 


ruled that the offer was “fair, ade- 
quate and reasonable.” It was indi- 


cated that he would formally sign 
an order to that effect tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Court also retains juris- 
diction of the case to act on appli- 
cation of plaintiff attorneys for al- 
lowances and costs. 


Settlement calls for Mayer to re- 
turn $150,000 of the $2,750,000 
residual rights purchase price to 
the company. At the same time 
Loew's veepee-general counse] J. 
Robert Rybin, also a defendant, is 

under the deal to reduce 
his. residual rights percentages 
from 5.4% to. 5.1%. It. was esti- 
mated that the cut will represent 
a $100,000 drop in Rubin's interest 
and a corresponding saving to the 
company. 

In a lengthy hearing on the pro- 

settlement, the deal was 
praised as “fair and reasonable” 
by attorneys for both plaintiffs 
and def ts. 

But while the principal litigants 
expressed satisfaction with the 
offer and urged Judge Coxe to 
approve it, several legalites repre- 
senting minority stockholders not 
parties to the action objected on 
the contention that “no facts had 
been submitted upon. which a set- 
tlement offer could be granted.” 
ag — 4 one & Isac- 
son, alf of Gladys Altstad 
holder of 25 shares, charged the 
defense withheld certain affidavits 
until the last minute, He also 
characterized Mayer's deposition 
on the proceedings as inadequate 
and “fragmentary.” 

Rousing Malkan’s ire in partic- 
ular was Loew attorney Hazard 
Gillespie’s disclosure that both 
David O. Selznick (Mayer’s former 
son-in-law) and the Music Corp. of 
America each had offered Mayer 
$3,000,000 for his residual rights. 
Purpose in revealing the outside 
offers was clarified by Gillespie 
who told the court: “I think the 
facts show they (the Loew board) 
couldn’t get it for less in light of 
the outside offers.” 

Malkan, who implied there was 
little factual basis in the Selznick 
and MCA bids, argued that “these 
outside offers are worthy of no 
credence.” He asked Judge Coxe 
that Mayer be questioned further 
and requested Selznick and MCA’s 
Lew Wasserman be required to tes- 
tify as to their respective offers. 
Among others rapping the settle- 
ment proposal were Jesse Hemley, 
repping Irving and Harriet Schnurr 





Loew's ‘Mayer Payoff 


Continued from page 3 
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as well as Vera D.-Sallin, all of 
whom hold_.a total of 360 shares. 

After patiently listening through- 
out, Judge Coxe opined “I really 
think we're getting nowhere. I 
see nothing to justify the court 
from saying that this is not a fair 
settlement.” 


Additional light on origin of 
Mayer’s bid. to sell his residual 
rights to the company was provided 
by Loew veepee-treasurer Charles 
C. Moskowitz. Recalling he’s been 
associated with the firm since 1913, 
the exec said that in late November 
or early December of 1951 presi- 
dent Nicholas M. Schenck received 
a phone call from Boston banker 
Serge Semenenko who was acting 
for Mayer. 


“We told Semenenko,” Mosko- 
witz testified, “that we would buy 
it (the residual rights) at the 
price. He came back about a 
dozen times and the rights were 
eventually sold for $2,750,000.” 
Basis in determining what would 
be a “fair price for Loew's and iis 
stockholders” largely hinged on the 
Miller-Donaldson (company’s ac- 
countants) report. Latter more or 
less was a yardstick for estimating 
residual values. 

This report, incidentally, was 
admitted into evidence and sealed 
by the court upon request of com- 
pany counsel. They contended if 
it were allowed to become public, 
competitors would have vital in- 
formation. Originally, Moskowitz 
recalled, “ wanted $5,000,000 
but it didn’t take Mr. Schenck more 
than a few minutes to decline.” 

Moskowitz was then briefly 
cross-examined on Loew's profits 
over the past 10 years, what meth- 
ods were employed in determinin: 
the estimated value of residu 
righ among other things. 
When ithe became 
rather involved, a company 
counsel interrupted with the ob- 
servation that rival attorneys were 
“trying to audit the auditors.” 

Geramy Holding Corp., of which 
N. Y. attorney Gustave Garfield is 
president, and which held 100 
shares of Loew’s common, filed the 
original derivative suit in January, 
1952. Action was later consolidated 


Singer, Daisy 
Frank B. McMullin and Margaret 
B. McMullin. Besides the company, 
Mayer and Rubin, all other direc- 


J tors were also named defendants. 
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REOPEN INDIE LOT 
May 26. 

Key West Studios, managed by 
Herb Meeks, has been reopened for 
indie rental purposes after exten- 
sive renovation. 

Currently prepping there are 
Lindsley Parsons’ “Northern Pa- 
trol” and Bernard Glasser’s sci- 
ence-fiction film, “From Other 
Worlds.” 
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Have you been wondering where your 
money's going? Just add up your Cost of 
Living which, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, has risen 90.8% from 1939 
to 1952... then, add to that, the increased 
cost of Theatre Equipment and Supplies, 
which Exhibitors Digest cites as having sky- 
rocketed 98.9% from 1940 to 1952. It adds up 
to heavily increased costs on just about 
everything you buy... 


‘Add it up for yourself and then compare 
the negligible increase, IF ANY, you've re- 
ceived from NSS during this same period 
of spiraling costs. 


Yes, COMPARE all your costs with the 
LOW COST, Service-With-A-Smile policy of 
the Prize Baby. : 












FOOD 


133.2% 
INCREASE 


HOUSE 
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INCREASE 
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RENT 


42.4% 
INCREASE 
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VARIETY 





$30,000,000 in Vidpix Production; 
48 Series Set to Roll by Year's End 





Hollywood, May 26. ¢ 


Telepix production continues to 
mount at an accelerated pace. 
striking a record-breaking figure 


of $30,000,000 in production from | 


June 1 to the end of 1953. Figure 
does not include many series con- 
sidered certain, but not yet on 
the dotted line, nor does it include 
pilots. 
comes at a time when motion pic- 


ture production, caught in the 3-D, | 


widescreen turmoil, is close to an 
all-time low. TV pix have been a 
life-saver for the Hollywood em- 
ployment situation, providing jobs 
for all crafts and guilds. 


Of the 48 tele series included in» 


Variety's survey, 32 are spon- 
sored, while 16 are in action with- 
out angels. While this represents 


an increase in the number of series - 


shooting without bankrollers, it 
doesn’t mean the shoestringers are 
back in; contrariwise, it does re- 
flect a surging tendency to syndi- 
cate shows on a regional or loca! 
basis, rather than seek one sponsor 
for a network showing. 


Many video producers and execs 
have come to the conclusion there 
isn’t enough coin to be had in turn- 
ing out a series for a single spon- 
sor, that there’s more of that green 
stuff to be had if a series is sold 
around the country by a distribu- 
tion organization. Consequently. 
while there’s almost no one left 
who will risk his financial neck 
by shooting without either a spon- 
sor or syndication arrangement, 
the trend toward regiona! sales is 
a marked one, already resulting | 
in some real competition for the 
networks. 


With all the uppance in produc- 
tion, and increase in markets, the 
telepix producer nevertheless has 
acquired that harried expression 
of a man dodging a guillotine. 
That’s because of the great im- 


ponderables involved. Experience | 


of the past few years has shown 
the TV audience is a fickle one. 
that material must be more than | 


good to last, and that a star of 1953 | 
can easily be a memory in 1954 | 
Probably the most notable example | 


of that is Red Skelton, fave of the 
ratings a year,ago, but dropped 
right in the middle of his pact this 
season. Skelton went to film this 
season, but public and critics al'ke 
suddenly decided his program was 
from hunger, and the rug was 


pulled from under him before he | 


knew what happened. 


That cold blast of wind from | 


the direction of the Sierra Madres 
about this time of the year isn’t 
a sign of winter; it’s just the col- 
lective sigh of relief from vidpix 
producers as sponsors renew. 
Probably the largest single oper- 
ation in Hollywood is Ziv TV, 
which has a schedule of 10 half- 
hour telepix a month on its agenda. 
This amounts to 120 vidpix a year, 
or 60 hour-long films, far and 
above the production sked df any 
motion picture studio, although the 
motion picture, of course, usually 
runs longer, some times two and 
three hours. Significantly, Ziv has 
no single sponsor, instead sells its 
various series on a syndication 
basis, and is doing so well it’s now 
ogling San Fernando Valley as a 
site for a studio all its own. 
Another mass production com- 


(Continued on page 52) 


‘My Hero’ Vidpix 
Axed By Dunhill 


The NBC-TV “My Hero” vidpix 
series is getting the Dunhill cig- 
aret axe, via the Biow agency. 
However, the client is staying with 
it until the end of the current 
cycle on Aug. 1. 

Dunhill is keeping the Satur- 
day night 8 to 8:30 (opposite Jackie 
Gleason) period, and is currently 
shopping around for a substitute 
program. Major reason for the 
cancellation was the cost. On the 





last Nielsen shew copped a 34 rat- 
ing, which client didn’t consider 


the other hand “Original Amateur 
Hour,” in the 8:30 period, with a 
budget $10,000 less than “Hero,” 
came through with a 33 rating. giv- 
ing “Amateur Hour” a far more 


enviable cost-per-thousand payoff 


to its Pet Milk client, 


Upbeat in the vidpicture | 


' 
TV. The Hard Way 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Danny Thomas, who left last 
| week for London after com- 
pleting the pilot of his up- 
| eoming ABC-TV &lm series, is 
sporting a bandaged leg and an 
unhappy conviction that 
there’s such a ftijing as carry- 
ing TV realism feo far. 

In the comedy series, Thom- 
as plays a struggling come- 
dian with a loyal family. In 
ome scene where he returns 
from the road after a long 
junket, he’s supposed to have 
been away for so long that 
even the family dog doesn't 
recognize him. Dog used in 
the pilot took his role too seri- 
ously—he bit Thomas on the 
leg. 


Notre Dame Grid 
Films for ABC-TV 


ABC-TV, having been outbid for 
the NCAA Saturday 


' 








the TV grid sweepstakes. Network 
has negotiated a deal for acquisi- 
tion of all the Notre Dame games, 
which are now being peddied for 
sponsorship. 


Twelve ND games (home and| “Rabbit” cartoons with Fairbanks | jc to seli his films, like “The Count 


away contests) are on the ABC- 
TV agenda. Saturday afternoon 


‘games will be filmed and played 


the same night, going into the 10 
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inamed defendants in a $500,000 
| fraud, 


CPP Sammer Status 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet will con- 
tinue through the summer with the 
Louella Parsons show and “Mr. 
and Mrs. North” on CBS radio, but 
will hiatus “Our Miss Brooks,” 
which is set to return in the fall. 

Firm has considered summer- 
backing “Gunsmoke” or “Broad- 
way Is My Beat,” but finally de- 





5006 Suit Claims 
NBC, Fairbanks — 
Fraud on Vidpi 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Jerry Fairbanks, Inc., the pro-} 


ducer himself, and NBC are | 





conspiracy to fraud and 
breach of contract suit filed in su- 
perior court by Television Arts 
Production, Inc., which seeks a 
temporary injunction holding up | 
sale of 195 “Crusader Rabbit” five- | 
minute vidpix. 
Complaint says’ J. 
Ward and Alex Hume Anderson, 


i 


presented it} 
and were referred to | 


Fairbanks, who was then making 


with Fairbanks in 1950 in a deal | 


whereby TAP was to produce} 
financing and splitting profits 
equally. 


TAP claims contract also gave it 
interest in pix so that if Fairbanks | 


to 11 network period following the | Sold or transferred the properties | 


boxing pickups, thus giving the | they were to retain interest. Suit | pe getting extra films to distribute, | 


a two-hour Saturday night sports 
spread. 





NBC-TV Sets Pact to 
Expedition in Pakistan 
In an unusual experiment, prob- 
|ably spurred by recent interest in 
mountain climbing, NBC-TV has 
signed a film-and-tape exclusive 
with an American mountain-climb- 
ing expedition that will try this 
summer to scale the second high- 
est mountain in the world, K-2 in 
the Karakoran range in Northwest 
Pakistan. 
The nine-man group, backed by 
the Alpine Club of America and 
headed by Dr. Charlies S. Houston 
and Robert Bates of Excter, N. H., 
is flying to the Asian subcontinent 
this week. The mountain is 28,250 
feet high. An attempt fo reach the 
top in 1938 failed by 1,000 feet. 
The films of the expedition will 


be presented in a series on NBC- 
TV next fall. : 


DIETRICH, ‘SAINT’ ON 
ASHLEY VIDPIX AGENDA 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Marlene Dietrich has signed for 
a pilot television film, format -of 
which is still undecided, with Ted 
Ashley Associates. Miss Dietrich 
had been sought by ABC-TV and 
the Biow agency to do a filmed 
dramatic series for Pepsi-Cola 
Friday nights on the network, but 
had turned the offer down. 

Ashley outfit also signed a deal 
to represent “The Saint” series as 
a telepie property. Firm is dicker- 
ing for Brian Aherne to take the 
vidpix lead. Deals were set by Paul 
Redin, Ashley Coast veepee. 


Crosley Subsid Preems 
Color Pic, ‘U. S. Eats Out’ 


Cincinnati, May 26. 
Olympus Film Productions, Inc., 
recently acquired subsidiary of 


Broadcasting Corp., 
preemed the sound-color film, 
“America Eats Out,” which it pro- 
duced at the National Restaurant 
Exposition in Chicago last week. 

_ Sereen story of the restaurant 
industry, America’s fourth largest, 
was tailored for viewing by sales 
personnel, ad agencies and other 
groups. It’s being distributed 
_ through the Ahrens Publishing Co. 

and the American Restaurant 
| Magazine. 
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claims Fairbanks gave them $91.-! 
000 to produce films but coin was 
actually put up by NBC. TAP} 
turned out 195 shorts. NBC subse- | 
quently made deal under which it | 
acquired title to the vidpix. Then } 
sold property back to Fairbanks | 
for $175,000 chattel mortgage. i 

Complaint says Fairbanks de- | 
faulted on payment and NBC fore- 
closed and obtained court- order to 
sell them as public sale. 


British Equity 

| 

Yens Vidpix $ 
Hollywood, May 26. 

British Actors Equity, after 

lengthy consultations with the 

Sereen Actors Guild over growing 

problem of British pix flooding 

American telescreens, has issued 

ultimatum to producers demanding 


additional payment for showing of 
films on TV. 


John Dales, SAG national exec 
secretary, reported the British 
group has been in consultation for 
some time. It asked for copies of 
the SAG contract, which includes 
the so-called “cutoff date,” under 
which producers selling pix to 
tele must pay thesps, if pix are 
made after Aug. 1, 1848. 

Dales said SAG is also con- 
cerned over fact British thesps get 
no pay for local tele screenings. 
“They are getting actors’ perform- 
ances’ free,” he said, “If it weren’t 
for that, the time now being taken 
by British pictures would be oc- 
cupied by telepix or live programs, 
thus providing more work for 
American actors.” 

“He said SAG and British 
Equity are on complete agreement 
on all points, considering this mu- 
tual problem in every respect. 
British union adopted a resolution 
ordering all future contracts to 
specify the medium for which films 
are made, providing for additional 
payment to the actor if the film is 
exploited on a second medium. 
This also affects vidpix producers, 
who later desire to show product 
theatrically. 


Gordon Sandison, general secre- 
tary of British Equity, declared 
exploitation of pix on tele by pro- 


ducers without payment to actors 
threatens the level of employment. 








Louisville — Jack Everbach has 
rejoined WKLO as promotion man- 
ager. William Guy has joined the 


| of Monte Cristo” and “My Son, My 





Station as program-production man- 
ager for TV. 


ae 


NBC Film Division Into Feature 
Pix Distrib Business; Buys 2 Bundles 





MCA’s Telepix Staffers 


Following its move in setting up 
regional sales office for vidpix dis- 


ttribution only, MCA-TV Ltd., the 
| telepix subsidiary of Music Corp. | 
|ef America, last week named three | 


regional sales managers. 

They are Kirk Torney, former 
MCA San Francisco branch exec, 
who will move to N. Y. to head 
eastern sales operations; Raoul 
Kent, who will supervise mid-west 
sales from Chicago and Bob Green- 
berg, western sales chief. MCA- 


|TV currently is peddling four syn- | 


dicated series. 


New Stations Hot 





For Feature Pix’ 


Xew stations want feature films, 
according to Maurie Gresham, gen- 
eral sales manager Péerless Tele- 
vision Productions, returned. re- 


Coast. 


ward Small films to 46 markets. Of 
these, a good half<iozen are newly 
operating stations. 

“At least six TV stations, not yet 


|vidpix for the web. They signed | operating, have also been sold our | 


film package,” says Gresham. 

A device Gresham is now using 
Son,” only on the basis of showing 
the original theatre trailers to sta- 
tion buyers. 

It's understood that Peerless will | 
| 
on the basis of the deal Small | 
finalized last week of acquiring an | 
interest in Arrow Productions, | 


L. A., of which Leon Fromkess its 
prexy. 


‘ ? 

Monty Woolley ‘Onstage, 
With Yurka, Strudwick, | 
Set as Vidfilm Series | 

Dynamic Films, N. Y., has just 
completed two of a series of 13 15- 
minute vidpix, “Onstage With 
Monty Woolley,” which it claim’ 
combines the technique of stage 
“readings” with regular legit thes- 
ping. 

Each of the vidfilms, Poe's “Cask | 
of Amontillado” 
“The Boor,” begin with Woolley | 
dressed in modern clothes on a. 
bare stage. As he introduces each | 
classical playlet, he helps light up 
the stage, indicates scenery, and 
then changes into his costume to 
begin playing with the cast. 

The Broadway and Hollywood | 
star is backed by thespers Blanche 
Yurka and Shepherd Strudwick. | 
Package is being syndicated by the | 
William Morris agency, which also | 
handles the firm's series of 13 15- 
minute vidpix, “The Continental,” 
starring the WMGM, N. Y., deejay 
Renzo Cesana. 


VIDPIX TO PREVIEW 
MAJOR DISK RELEASES 


Hollywood, May 26. 

“Off The Record” telepix series 
had been set by Norstone Produc- 
tions, of which Irving Salkow, of 
Orsatti & Co., is veepee in charge 
of Hollywood activities. 

Series will preview disks from 
major waxeries, each of which will 
furnish advance copies. Programs 
will be released simultaneously 
with record release. Guest artists 
will include various musical figures. 
Barry Trivers will pen series. Pilot 


telepic rolls July 1 at 1 
studios. . — 


Levy Stays With B&A 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Ralph Levy will remain with the 
Burns and Allen teleshow next! 














+ The NBC Film Division, estab. 


|lished three months ago as one 
lof the net’s three major operating 
divisions, is expanding its syndi- 
|cation service from film series 
\feature films. 


Negotiations are about to be 
wrapped up for the division to 
| acquire two packages of 13 feature 
films, all tele first runs and most 
made since 1950, which will be dis. 
tributed to local stations and local 
and regional advertisers. Most of 
the pix are reportedly foreign 
properties. 

A new sales plan in connection 
| with the feature film distribution 
} will be announced soon by Robert 
|W. Sarnoff, division veep. 

Up te now, the Division has 
jbeen organizing a strong sales 
| force, setting up a distribution and 
|shipping department (which han- 
idles 1,000 reels of film a week for 
108 stations), and getting under. 
way such locally sponsored film 
series as “Victory at Sea.” “Doug- 
las Fairbanks Presents,” “The Vis- 
itor,” “Dangerous Assignment.” 
\“The Lilli Palmer Show.” and 





to 


Troplong | cently to N. Y. after a trek to the | “Hopalong Cassidy.” 
Since November, his firm 


j}has coined an estimated $500,000 | 
afternoon | JT.. of Berkeley, owners of TAP, | from selling its package of 26 Ed- | 


football series, has moved on an-/|conceived “Rabbit,” 
other front to entrench itself in|tg NBC. 


Feature films will round out the 
NBC Film Division's offerings, 
With increase of number of sta- 


tions going on the air, Sarnoff 
notes, there has been a marked 
|inerease in sales directly to sta. 
tions. 





SWG Pact Signed 
By 56 Producers 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Prexy Richard Breen of Screen 
Writers Guild reports that 56 vid- 
pix producers have  vcluntarily 
signed the SWG minimum basic 


| agreement originally inked by 13 
|members of Alliance of Television 


Film Producers, bringing to 68 the 
number of telepix producers who 
have pencilled the three-year pact. 

A technical snafu delayed NLRB 
sending out ballots in election to 
determine whether SWG or Tele- 
vision Writers of America shall 
rep web TV scribblers. NLRB re- 
ported CBS turned in agency ad- 
dresses of its writers instead of 


_home addresses, so meeting is be- 
jing held tomorrow (Wed.) to clari- 


fy matter, and ballots will then go 


and Chekhov's | wae 





CHERTOK DICKERS FOR 
COSMO VIDPIX SERIES 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Telepix producer Jack Chertok 
is negotiating with Cosmopolitan 
mag for a series based on fiction 
published in that book for the past 
50 years. Chertok guns 26 “How 
to Get the Most Out of Life” tele- 
films, starring Dale Carnegie. in 
August, with approximately $600, 
000 budgeted. 

Cosmo idea is similar to that of 
producer Chester Erskine’s upcom- 
ing series based on published 
works in Reader’s Digest, tagced 
“Reader's Digest on TV.” Erskine 
guns 13 half-hour telepix in Avu- 
gust, with about $390,000 budgeted 
for production, pix to be shot 12 
color as well as black-and-white. 


WNBC Shifts Sat. Strips 
So Mom, Pop Can Sleep 


WNCB, N. Y., will block program 
early Sunday morning for the kid 
dies beginning June 7, shifting ‘w° 
shows from Saturday to make uP 
more than three hours of moppet 
fare on the Sabbath. 

“Howdy Doody,” now at Satur 
days from 8:30 to 9:30 a. m., will 
go 8:15 to 9:15 a. m. Sundays. The 
Comic Weekly Man stays in the 9:15 





to 9:45 spot, followed by —_ 
quarters of an hour (expanded | 


Se ag producer-director, George minutes) of the Ezio Pinza show, 


urns has announced. It was re-| shifted from 


Horn & 


Saturday 
ported last week that Levy was Hardart Children’s Hour stays from 
ankling but he and Burns got to-| 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 


gether over the weekend. 


Move, says Dick Pack, flagship’s 


They agreed on another year’s program topper, is to give parents 
deal. {some extra time to sleep. 


ge ea am 






















































































nm to 
ature 
most 
e dis- 
lox al 
st of 


reien 
e+4 


PctION 
utIOnN 
tobert 


1 has 
Sales 
nm and 
| han- 
ek for 
under- 
i film 
Doug- 
e Vis- 
ment,” 


and 


ut the 
erings, 
of sta- 
Sarnoff 
n arked 


lO Stae 


ad 


pers 


y 26. 

Screen 
56 vid- 
untarily 
n basic 
| by 13 
levision 
» 68 the 
prs who 
ar pact. 
i NLRB 
ction to 
or ~Tele- 
“a shail 
LRB re- 
ney ad- 
ttead of 
g is be- 
to clari- 
then go 


FOR 
SERIES 


jay 26. 

Chertok 
;opolitan 
m fiction 
the past 
26 “How 
ife” tele- 
negie, in 
‘ly $600, 


o that of 
's upcom- 
published 
t, tagged 
Erskine 
x in Au- 
budgeted 
e shot in 
j-white. 


i Sleep 


k program 
r the kid- 
ifting two 

make uP 
of moppet 


at Satur: 
a. m., W) 
ndays. The 
in the 9:15 
by three 
panded 15 
inza show, 

Horn 
stays from 


. flagship’s 
ive parents 


Wednesday, May 27, 1953 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 23 











30 Days That Shook NBC 


It was approximately one month ago that RCA-NBC chairman 
David Sarnoff moved into the network in a big way to maintain 
daily (and frequently nighttime) vigil as commander-in-chief of all 


aspects of the operation. 


Those who have been in proximity to the General during the 
“39 days of the Sarnoff treatment” say that an interim report on 
“Operations NBC” would be jampacked with dramatic episodes 
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NBG, AFFILIATES 
CRUE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 





THE WEEK OF FEVER CHARTS 





$3,900,000 For Daytime TV Shows, | 
Ml MEET! Gen, Sarnoft's Vote of Confidence In 


highlighted by: 


(1) Sarnoff personally moving in and resolving what looked like 
a critical impasse on the* Kate Smith daytime TV show, finally 
bringing Ted Collins to terms in moving the show up to 3 o'clock. 


For a while it looked like Col 


lins would yank the show. 


(2) Crystallizing the “Comedy Hour” signaturing of Colgate for 
next season after weeks of stalemate and apprehension over show's 


return (involving annual billin 


gs of $6,000,000). 


(3) Taking command of the “affiliate station crisis” and appar- 
ently putting down a threatened revolt with only a couple of station 


casualties. 


(4) Sparking pronto attention in programming a complete morn- 
ing lineup in television (something the affiliates had been de- 


manding for two years and 
threatened affiliate rebellion). 


one of the major factors in the 


5) Establishing a clear-cut set of policies jin the economic areas 


of network operation. 











The NBC-affiliate hassle, de- 
Spite all the portents of a “crisis” | 
surrounding this week’s three-day 
series of meetings in New York | 
and Princeton, simmers down to a 
“wait and see” byplay, with per- | 
haps the next few weeks telling 
| the story. At the moment every- 
thing prints to NBC’s favor. 

Tensions and jitters around NBC 
headquarters in New York have | 
been mounting over the past few 
days as both NBC and CBS en- 
gaged in some elaborate jockeying 
to establish topdog network §su- | 
premacy. As NBC-RCA board 
chairman David Sarnoff was put- | 
ting his best foot forward at the | 
vital Princeton meet yesterday 


NBC, Spark ‘Princeton Agenda’ 





The ‘Columbia Story’ 


Projecting itself into the 
NBC-Affiliate breach, the CBS- 
TV public relations boys 


jumped on its newly-estab- 
lished leadership status as they 
waved aloft the Columbia ban- 
ner and heralded (point by 
point) the “CBS Story” of ac- 
cumulated new business over 
the past few weeks totalling 
$12,000,000 ‘items previously 
published in VARIETY). 
Supporting the CBS chest- 
thumping are the PIB figures 
for April confirming the web’s 


Gen, Mills in Deal to Buy Out 


‘Lone Ranger 


General Mills, one of the major+¢ 


advertisers in broadcasting, has 
initiated negotiations which may re- | 
sult in GM’s ownership of the} 
“Lone Ranger” TV film property. | 
If the deal is consummated, it | 
would represent an investment of 
between $4,000,000 and $5,000,000 | 
—the biggest TV film transaction | 


J 


since NBC established an owner-| 
ship stake in “Hopalong Cassidy.” | 

“Lone Ranger” is the property of | 
George Trendle, of Detroit, and has | 
been one of the staples in radio for | 
many years, with a longtime GM | 
sponsorship identity, GM also mov- | 
ing into the TV version. It is pres- 
ently slotted Thursday nights on 
ABC-TV and GM, it’s understood, 
may bring ABC into the picture on 
a part-ownership basis. 

If the latter move is crystallized, 
it would clinch ABC’s retention of 
the program. General Mills’ con- 
tract with ABC still has a year to 
go, but there have been reports of 
some overtures made by CBS-TV 
to latch on to the property for a 
Saturday afternoon Columbia show- | 
casing. CBS meanwhile is getting | 
some GM billings with “Ranger” | 
going in on a “double exposure” | 
plan. 


i i 
GM's interest in “Lone Ranger” | 


follows the general pattern today | 


| 





Show for $4,000,000 


GF Axing ‘Capt. Video’ 


General Foods is cancelling its 
sponsorship of “Captain Video” on | 
the DuMont network, effective | 
June 30. Axing came as a result of 
rising costs and limited budget that | 
forced the Post Cereal division to 
choose between Roy Rogers an 
NBC-TV and AM and the DuMont | 
airer, according to Benton & 
Bowles spokesmen. 

Post will continue with the 
Rogers stanza, but it’s unlikely it 
will buy any other properties. 


NBC Champs At 
Color TY Bit; 14 
Stations Signed 


Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, NBC's 
vice chairman of the board and 
back-to-back office occupant with 
Bossman David Sarnoff, tipped off 
to the web affiliates yesterday 
(Tues.) the “color agenda” in the 
NBC-TV programming 











on the present 


However, 


Tues.) and bestowing his blessing 
management, the 
CBS brass was quick to capitalize 
on the long-awaited billings report 
from Publishers Information Bu- | 
reau for the month of April, show- 
ing CBS-TV, for the first time in TV 
the intra-mural network competi- 
tion, forging into the No. 1 spot 

even here there were | 


TV leadership for the month 
and showing a 37.7% increase 


over the pfevious April as 
against a 10.9°> increase for 
NBC-TV. For the first four 


months of ‘'53, as against a 


similar period for ‘52, CBS- 
shows a 36° hike, con- 
trasted with a 5.9° boost for 


NBC-TV. 
CBS-TV is out in front on 





In Summation 

Prior to yesterday (Tues.) 
afternoon’s Princeton show- 
down meet between NBC and 
its TV affiliates, the network 
high command previewed its 
elaborate “Operations Future” 
presentation to the key TY Af- 
filiate Committee headed by 
Walter J. Damm, the WTMJ, 
Milwaukee, fact6tum. 


On the basis of its reception 
and the “temper” of subse- 
quent corridor huddling be- 
tween network and affiliate 
personalities, there appeared 
every indication that, by 
checkout time today, the affili- 
ate station operators will have 
made their peace with NBC, 
with the loss of two and per- 
haps three stations at the most, 
as the casualty toll of the °53 
flareup. 

At the conclusion of Sar- 
noff’s Princeton talk yesterday 
he received a rising ovation 


and not a question was asked. 





| sponsored time, day and night, 
‘with 28° more commercial 
| hours than NBC-TV. 


Trammell Seen 
Reactivated As 
Affiliate Sequel 


There have been some indica- 








tions of Niles Trammell, the for-/ 


mer president and board chairman 
of NBC, projecting himself anew 
‘into the network picture, partic- 
‘ularly on the “sales front. Tram- 
mell resigned from NBC some 
months back when he announced 
|an affiliation with the Cox-Knight 
/publisHer interests in staking a 
| claim in a Florida TV station. How- 
ever, it’s been virtually conceded 
i that the Florida bid has gone cold, 
leaving Trammell free in a “con- 
_|sultancy” area for NBC (although 
he also has a personal financial in- 


scheme, ' cries of “foul” from both camps, | terest in the Pittsburgh Coca-Cola 


of bankrollers in acquiring a per- 
sonal ownership stake in valuable | —— t 
programming, chiefly because aoe. 
their residual values. 





| once the FCC gives the go-ahead 
'on the RCA compatible color 


In a speedup of its color televi- 
| sion timetable, NBC offered its af- 


| filiates letters of agreement sup- | 


| plementing present contracts to en- 
» hell ‘able them to carry compatible color | 
D ups D telecasts. Fourteen stations signed 





NBC-TYV Fri. Slot 


With Campbell Soup calling it 
quits on “Aldrich Family” after | 
next week's telecast, the company 
is filling the Friday night NBC-| 
TV period for five weeks with its | 
daytime “Double Or Nothing” 
Bert Parks show.” 

On Juiy 10, Campbell launches 
a new half-hour dramatic show, | 
which will be done live, with a) 
New York origination. Show, | 
called “Campbell Sound Stage,” is | 
currently in preparation. It will be | 
Produced by Martin Horrell,. for | 
years identified with his “Grand 
Central Station” radio show, 
Which he owns. Horrell’s cost-per- 
thousand record on “Grand Cen-| 
_ cued the Campbell buy of 

e new $15,000 dramatic package, 
Which will utilize Broadway legit 
talent. 

. oummer run is planried for 

Sound Stage” to gear it for aj 
Permanent fall slot. 





immediately. Weaver disclosed it 
will cost the stations about $15,000 
to “convert” for color pickups. 

After the affiliates were taken 
on a tour of inspection of the RCA 
Princeton laboratories and _ wit- 
nessed a color TV demonstration 
(the first ever to be shown for as- 
sembled broadcasters), Weaver re- 
vealed how NBC was “bracing at 
the bit” waiting for the greenlight | 
which will be the signal for im- 
mediate color programming. 

NBC is ready to go with two 
Manhattan studios, said Weaver— 
the Colonial Theatre and Studio 
3-H. There will be two half-hour | 
shows a week as a starter, from al- 
ready’ established programming, | 
thus permitting under the system | 
of compatibility viewers to watch | 
them either in tint or black and 
white. It would mean a color, 
pickup of a 30-minute segment of, | 
say, “Show of Shows” or the Milton 
Berle stanza, instead of program- | 
ming specially for color. There 
will be a color mobile unit permit- 
ting for remote pickups for such 


|shows as “Today.” i 


CBS maintaining that NBC in- 
| spired a “doctoring” of the report 
| narrowing down the two-network 
differential from $400,000 to $100,- 
000, with NBC equally adamant in 
insisting that it’s not even $100,- 
000, but only a $50,000 leadership 
for CBS when contiguous figures 
are properly applied. 

Lotsa Big Figures 
Timed with the affiliate conver- 


gence on N. Y. for the showdown | 


meet with the NBC brass (sessions 
wind up today, Wed.), the network 
rushed through a press dept. re- 
lease heralding a 1Q-day new sales 
‘and renewals windfall totalling 
$20,000,000, including the $6,000,- 


| franchise of his ex-NBC aide Sid- 
‘ney Strotz). The network affili- 
lates, it’s understood, are pressing 
for his reactivation at this time. 

Trammell in recent weeks has 
| been linked with some of the ma- 
| jor NBC negotiations going on, in- 
cluding the Sunday night “Colgate 


+ The “NBC Story” was presented 
| to the network TV affiliates in “ex- 
traordinary session” yesterday 
(Tues.) at Princeton, N. J., and the 
recitals by RCA-NBC board chair- 
man David Sarnoff and the Jack 
| Herbert-Charles Barry-Pat Weav- 
er-Hugh Beville departmental 
teams were strictly of the peaches 
and cream variety. 


That it paid off was refleeted in 
| the ovation accorded Sarnoff at the 
conclusion of his talk. 

The assorted blueprints for the 
| future, as outlined to the affiliate 
family, were jampacked with vita- 
mins and rosy horizons—certainly 
sufficient in their content to give 





CBS’ Response 
In response to RCA-NBC 
board chairman David Sarn- 
offs NBC vs CBS appraisal 
before the web 6 affiliates 
yesterday (Tues.), in which 
NBC had much the better 
of it, CBS issued the fol- 
lowing official statement: 
“Our record speaks for it- 
self. It is based upon nothing 
other than creative manage- 
ment supported by a creative 
and imaginative staff.” 








the disturbed affiliate operators 
plenty to toss around in their minds 
before contemplating anything 
drastic—such as disavowing future 
allegiance to the network. 

| The network brass was invited te 
the Princeton meet to tell the 
| “NBC Story” at the invitation of 
|}the Walter Damm-chaired affiliate 
} assemblage, and even some of the 
|more disgruntled elements within 


(Continued on page 52) 


Paul Hartman's 
SRO On ABC-TV 


First major sales since the ABC. 
TV acquisition of top talent have 
been finalized by the web. bringing 
Bristol-Myers and Armour into the 
TV sponsorship fold. 

Clients will alternate in sponsor- 
ship of the new Paul Hartman 
show, “Pride of .the Family,” 
which goes into the Friday night 
9.to 9:30 period, as the back-to- 
back attraction with the Ray Bol- 
ger show. 











Hartman show carries a $20,000 


Comedy Hour,” the Milton Berle- | weekly talent-production tab. 


Buick deal and reportedly was | 
prominently involved in the Coca-} 
Cola Eddie Fisher program deal. | 

There was no little embarrass- | 
iment created at the recent NBC 
stockholder meeting, presided over 
| by board chairman David Sarnoff, 
when a stockholder arose and de. | 
|}manded to know why Trammell | 








CBS White-Collarites 


Back on Coast Jobs 


As 5-Day Strike Ends 


Hollywood, May 26. 


000 Colgate renewal on the Sun- 
day night TV “Comedy ane il the | 

General Motors’ sponsorship (at | > > 
approximately $3,500,000) of ire | Sammy Davis, Jr. Signs 
NCAA-controlled Saturday TV grid | 
| schedule; a flock of new “Today” 
immediately 
countered with its own blue-skies 
projection of the 


sales, ete. 


CBS 


“Columbia 








| ABC-TV last week finalized a| 
| deal for a half-hour comedy show- 


kicked around on new business ne , 
pacted over the past several weeks. | Davis’ first TV 


(See separate story.) 


Out of it all came the one defi- | “Comedy Hour.” 
nite conclusion that the two-web | 


rivalry for supremacy is headed | with ABC-TV’s bid for develop- 
for a period of perhaps unprece- | ment of younger comics. Previous- 
dented stepped-up activity, partic-| jy it had signed Joe! Grey (who 
ularly now that CBS has managed | has also had Cantor “exposure”) 


(Continued on page 54) 


‘(Will Mastin Trio.) This will be | 
show, although he’s | 
| guested on several stanzas in the | 
| past, notably on the Eddie Cantor | 


Acquisition of Davis is in line 





for a series. 


| had been shunted to one side. 
| turned to their jobs today (26) fel- 


For ABC-TV Series 


Some 256 CBS office workers re- 


lowing a midnight compromise set- 
tlement of the five-day old walkout. 
Terms were submitted to a mem- 
bership meeting Monday night, 
ratified, then signed in pre-mid- 
night meeting with CBS execs. 
They call for pay hike of 712°. 
Employees had asked 912° or 
$5.75 weekly. 

Web had offered a straight 5%. 
New centract runs to April 30, 1955. 
Office workers made no secret of 
their disappointment when 100 CBS 
engineers, members of the IBEW, 
failed to take any action to support 
the strike, an IBEW spokesman 
admitting members were too con- 
cerned with possible economic up- 
heaval if they walked. 








(PAGES 34-48). 


THE CHICAGO RADIO-TV STORY 
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Sponsor The Forgotten Man In 
Networks’ Hoopla on Coronation 





Life’s little ironies have been+ 


cropping up like crazy in the Amer- 
ican television coverage of the 
Coronation of Elizabeth II, now 
merely six days away. 

if corporations are given to Won- | 
dering, then General Motors and 
Wrllis Motors, Inc.. must be won-/ 
dering. 

Although they are the tele spon- 
sors ‘(GM on NBC-TV and WM on 
CBS-TV), all the publicity exploita- 
tion thus far has turned out to be 
a general, or institutional, plug for 
the aviation industry. 

In all the excitement generated 
by NBC-CBS rivalry to cover the 
affair. airplanes have been most 
prominently mentioned. British 
Canberra jet bombers are flying the 
BBC Coronation films to Goose 
Bay. Labrador. From there, Jimmy 
Stewart's F-51 Mustang fighter, 
“Thunderbird.” piloted by Joe De- 
Bona“for CBS. and Paul Mantz's 
P-51-C, piloted by Stanley Reaver 
for NBC. are racing the prints 
down to Boston's Logan Airport. 
Last week. NBC added a converted 
A-26 fighter bomber. belonging to 
Cities Service Petroleum, Inc., to 
its shuttle service. 

Moreover, a Pan American Super 
Six Clipper (for NBC) and a BOAC 
Stratocruiser (for CBS), both spe- 
cially equipped as fiying labera- 
tories, are fiying directly from 
Londen to Boston with supple- 
mentary film. And in addition, 


' 
; 


? 


; 
; 


both NBC and CBS are conducting | 
newspapermen junkets ‘via plane, | 


naturally) to Boston June 2 to 

watch the planes come in. 
$1,000,000 Tab for Each Net 
Costs for the nets have been 

high, a reported $1.000.000 each for 


planes, minor frills and the total | 


of about 500 men, here and in Eng- 
land, to cover the event. 


later, an hour and a half before its 
usual time), with audio immediacy 
and still pictures. The second tele 
airing, with the actual Coronation 
films, is due anywhere from 5 to 7 
p.m., depending on the arrival of 
the shuttle plares at Boston. The 
third show for both webs is sched- | 
uled from 10:30 p.m. to midnight. | 

Watching the mounting costs and | 
(Continued on page 53) 


; 


SWG-ALA Unfair, 





Benny's N.Y. Briefie 
For Sponsor Huddles 


Jack Benny arrived in town last 
Friday (22) for a four-day session 
of business meetingS with sponsor | 
and CBS network execs. He's} 
back for Lucky Strike next season | 
on both radio and television. 

He left for the Coast yesterday | 
Tues.’. 


Subscription TY 
Too Controversial 











, em: ca" _ a 
JIMMY NELSON 
DANNY ODAY AND 
HUMPHREY HIGSBYE 
Featured—Texaco Star Theatre 
NBC-TV with Milton Berle 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


LOUIS W. CCHAN 
1776 Broadway, N. Y. 








As Memphis Talk’ 


When television news happens f 
in Memphis, it always happens to aycee S 


WMC-TV, NBC affiliate and only 





Station in town. « j 
Last week, the station “cot- | 
toned” up to the wrong guy, Ed 


Sullivan, in plugging the annual 
Cotton Carnival before word got | 
around that Sullivan was a CBS- | 
TV star, whereupon Marguerite | 
Piazza of NBC-TV'’s “Your Show | 
of Shows” commanded all the at-/| 
tention. i 
Yesterday (Tues. ) WMC-TV 
was charged by Millard C. Faught. 
N. Y. economic consultant. with 
muzzling a speech on subscription 
television that Faught was due to 
deliver at noon before the Mem- 
Mphis Rotary Club. 
| Faught’s speech, scheduled two/ 
months before. was confirmed in 
'a letter May 19 by Lorin B. Alien. 


|chairman, and a WMC-TV repre- 
| sentative, called off the talk be- 
jeause of “program conflict.” In 
janswer to Memphis inquiry, Faught 
\said that the reason given him 
was that the subject of subscription | 
jtele was “too controversial.” 

Faught charged the only “con- 
flict” seemed to be with the ex- 
pressed views of Mount’s boss, | 
Henry Slavick, WMC-TV manager, | 


who is opposed te “home boxof- | 


fice” television. 


“It is understandable,” Faught | 


said, “that WMC-TV., which now 
has the prosperous Memphis TV 
market all to itself, would not be 
enthusiastic about subscription use 
of television which could make it 


Sez TWA Prexy ;economically possible for several 


Richard Powell, prez of the re- 
cently formed Television Writers 
of America, independent union, in 
New York for organizational work 
preparatory to the upcoming NLRB 
network election between his group 


;more stations te serve so large an 
{ eres. I'm sorry that the speech 


| piddling reasons, but I would be 


ala | 
e| 
| 
Kansas City, May 26. 
WDAF and WDAF-TV., radio and | 
video outiets of the Kansas City 
Star, have remained off the air’! 
since last Friday morning when a/} 
strike was called against them by 
the Kansas City local of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Television and 
Radio Artists. 
Contract for the announcers and 
artists had been in negotiation 





AFTRA is represented by 26 per- 
sons at the twg stations, with the | 
basic wage rate being $102 per} 
week for announcers and $108 per 
week for news men, sports an- 
nouncers and directors. The union 
early asked for a 20% cross-the- 
board increase, and a counter-pro- 
posal from station management of- 
fered a flat $2 per week increase | 
and was later increased to $4. 

The AFTRA business agent, Don | 
Roberts ‘a former WDAF an- 
nouncer), said this was unaccept- 


(Continued on page 53) 


ABC NAMES ARRIS 
TV SPORTS DIRECTOR 


ABC has negotiated a deal 
whereby Les Arris, formerly of 








Rival Web Press Chiefs Yok It Up 


Custom long has dictated courtesy exchange of press releases 
among the networks, but last week CBS-TV cut off the NBC pres; 
department from the free mailing list. 

Move was made by David Jacobson, CBS-TV pubiic relations 
topper, who claimed the opposition was “swiping ideas.” He cited 
case in point the Coronation study guides. CBS-TV had put out 
a study guide (mow in 22,000 schools) with the aid of Teachers 
Cullege of Columbia University several months ago. Early this 
month, NBC put out its study guide, collated by Stanley A. Appic- 
gate of the National Education Assn. 

Jacobson said he was “honored by the imitation, which is the 
greatest form of fiattery, but dismayed at the lack of imagination 
and creative ability.” He directed his ire at NBC press, saying 
he Gidn’t want to cue his opposition any longer. Others at NBC, 
inciuding board chairman David Sarnoff, said Jacobson, will con- 
tinue to get CBS-TV releases. 

Syd Eiges, NBC press veep, said his net’s study guide was in 
the works when the CBS-TV guide came out, and that Jacobson’: 
action was “petty.” 

NBC press, which is still getting CBS Radio releases, will con- 
tinue to send its publicity output to a total of 17 CBS people. 

The two nets, CBS-TV and NBC-TV, are both carrying the Ford 
50th Anniversary show June 15. It is yet undetermined how 
much the “Macy's not telling Gimbel’s” attitude will snarl liaison 
on the joint network project. 


————— 




















brating five years on CBS-TV, Ed | 
N.Y. Web Rati 
I, atings 
Fields for the first show, with) 
Champion. study of Pulse figures for the frst 
15%, basing figures on ratings of 


° t e 
Ed Sullivan to Europe 
Sullivan will be off to Europe the 
next day for a three-week vacation 
Tony Martin and Victor Borge | _ Telecasts of night baseball in 
definite for the next two. Martin,| New York are cutting into ratings 
week in May shows. There's no 
distinct pattern evident, but the 
es 
e the first week in April, when there 
or ig was no baseball. 


After 5th Anni Show’ : 

After his “Toast of the Town” | 
anniversary show of June 14, cele- | i] 0 0 

Sullivan’s “Toast” emcee _ re- 
placements will probably be Gracie | 

incidentally, will be on the anni | of network shows to an appreci- 

show, as will Marge and Gower) able but not devastating extent, a 

night games have cut into the web 

programs om am average of about 

Two indie tele stations carrying 

j}baseball are WOR-TV with the 





- St. Louis, May 26. Inge suffering most heavily, via a 

Network television finally got a 'drop from an average of 19.6 in 
foot in the major league baseball | april to a 15.7 on its network box- 
door this week when ABC-TV and! ing show in the 10-11 p. m. period. 
Falstaff Brewing Co. signed pacts | Dodgers picked up an 8.85, while 
with the Cleveland Indians, Chi-| Giants got an &2 for the one-hour 
cago White Sox and the Philadel- | cjot. 
phia Athletics under which the net-} 





work will carry home games of the 
three teams for 17 Saturdays 
starting this week (30). It’s only 


however — coverage will be re- 
stricted in that no major league 
cities and no minor league towns 
where games are being played will 
get the telecasts. 

Nature of the setup eliminates 
the major TV markets from recep- 
tion of the telecasts. On the com- 
mercial side also, benefits accru- 
ing to ABC-TV are limited. since 
Falstaff will sponsor only in the 


|; Same night, NBC’s “Big Story” 
{dropped from 23.1 to 19.4, while 
ithe opposite-slotted 9 p. m. show 


|a minor victory for the network, | °™ CBS, “Schlitz Playhouse of 


Stars,” dropped from 25.5 to 21.4 
|from the April rating. Dodgers 
[picked up on 11.9, while Giants 
, hadn't been on yet. Similarly, at 
| 9:30, “Our Miss Brooks” dipped 
| from an April mark of 31.9 to 282, 
|while NBC's “Aldrich Family“ 
Slipped from 10.5 to 8.2. 

| _Monday, May 4, saw the Dodgers 
| playing again, with CBS’ “I Love 
| Lucy” taking a substantial dip 


|genuinely alarmed if there was , DuMont network, moves into the 
| any real fear that a speech de-; web as-sports “irector. 

| scribing some positive and prac-| He's the second ex-DuMont 
tical future uses of so impertant a | exec to shift network-wise. Cou- 


“wih BARE cet Mite Se 
sae Cow Set Pc EO RR, Ree Bea 
“ ete an MORES MAME tar 4 8H Rs AM 


ay ciuaan tener ak Guild “f public vehicle as television was 
has filed an unfair labor practice | peal poy Ra gag en 5 
charge against the SWG with the| Con» 
NLRB. ve 

Move was made after the SWG 


and ALA yesterday (26) announced | ~ -- 
signing of contracts with 26 inde-| Pontiac May Revive 








pendent producers of “live” tele- é ? 
vision programs covering employ- Garreway at Large 
ment of freelance writers. 
NLRB ballots are being sent out As NBC-TV Fall Entry 
this week to freelance writers who é 
have written scripts for the net-| In the big General Motors 
works over the past year to deter-| bankrolling in _ television, the 
mine their preference on union | Pontiae division of that company 
representation. Results of the vote May bring about the revival of the 
will be announced June 10. ~ |“Garroway at Large” show, off the 
On Monday (26), Powell held a NBC-TV air for two seasons. Dave 


TWA meeting at the Astor Hotel, | Garroway, it’s said, is now talking 
iwith Pontiac officials on bringing 


attended by almost 100 writers. He é 
termed reaction favorable. | back the old show in the fall. 
Although the Radio Writers; 


{ple years 


Garroway last week also made 


back NBC grabbed 
off Tom Gallery, who has since 
been a prime factor in NBC-TV 
latching on some of its major 
sports sponsorship acquisitions. 

Arris, resigned from DuMont 
about two years ago. His son is 
currently in the DuMont program 
division. 


Manhattan Soap, Toni 
Buy McCambridge Show 


Manhattan Soap and Toni spon- 
sored show on CBS Radio, Mon. 
thru Fri. at 7:15 to 7°30 p. m., be- 
ginning June 8, will be a Merce- 
des McCambridge starrer, “Family 
|Skeleton,” a Carleton E. Morse 
'package which Morse is writing, 








midwest and south, where it has | from 54.0 to 50.3, but Red Buttons 
large distribution. In other areas, holding strongly to a 31.4 as com- 
the Saturday afternoon games wil] Pared to a pre-baseball mark of 
be sponsored locally. '31.7. Robert Montgomery show 
Nonetheless, the signing of the dropped from 23.0 to 19.5, while 
three teams was viewed in the in- “Studio One” dropped 3.3 rating 
dustry as a giant stride forward. Points irom ifs ; marks, 
ABC-TV and Falstaff had to over- Baseball on WOR-TV averaged 163. 
come the high degree of reluctance; For the stations themselves, base- 
on the part of the major league | (Continued on page 54) 
| clubowners, who have been fac- | 
ing increased criticism on their ra- | 


dio = television policies. How- | 
ever limited the scale of this 
year’s “Game of the Week.” the} S ome. 


fact that the ball has been started 
Chi TV Channel 


rolling is seen as opening the door 
Washington, May 26. 


for more extensive coverage next 
(Continued on page 53) 
Granting of a stay order by the 
U. S. Court of Appeals here last 


DuM Ducks Coronation 
Jet Hankypanky, Settles os, szami"s Sf dss" 


° CBS, graduates already com- 
For Abbey Church Rites plicated | tauties into the migraine 














H ’ » si March 1. but picket line Brooklyn Dodgers, and WPIX with 

z: For this, both webs will present | ciuh's program chairman, but next | ""Ce Ma + IB. gM ee cas: jthe Yankees and Giants. On Fri- 

7 three shows. The first will begin ; were strung around the radio-tele 
is at 5:15 a.m. on CBS-TV ‘with NBC-|S4" 2 telegram from Wilson | vision building early Friday when |day, May 1, both the Dodgers and | 

¢ TV's “Today.” starting 15 sateen |Mount, club's acting program an impasse was reached. the Giants played at night, with 


a ast 4 aos 


~~ -—- meet bet me Oe 


of A tt ee 


i 


Guild (ALA) is officially neutral in| 4 significant comment oa his “To- | Mrecting and producing. Biggest switch of them-all, in, headache class. How the agency 
the TWA-SWG fight, it is known | day” program. Jack Lescoulie, do-| .Show is a nighttime soap opera|the tele networks’ shenanigans will carry out the Court's order— 
































































































































that the RWG favors one tele | ing a pre-fight Chicago origination, |°f Hollywood origination, relating | concerning Coronation coverage, 


union. which it maintains is not | used a turban while gazing into a 
possible under existing ALA con-/j| crystal ball for the winner of the 
ditions. Powell has extended an in- Marciano-Walcott go. Turban had 
vite to RWG to join TWA if latter | been used on “Garroway at Large.” 
wins the forthcoming election, with |Garroway said: “Don’t throw it 
likelihood that RWG might re- away. We may be using that tur- 


spond. | ban again.” 
RWG has fought the establish-' 


If the show returns, Garroway | 


the trials of one Sarah Spence. It 
will be heard at 7:15 for three 
weeks, then shift to 7 p. m. when 
| “Beulah” goes off. 


WOR Drops Music Dept. 


Shortly after dropping Sylvan 





te allow the network's WBBM-TV 


came this week from ) to shift temporarily from channel 
which decided it would eae 4 to channel 2 while the legalites 
the event coverage at all on|°f the Zenith claim are decided— 
Coronation Day next Tuesday | Will really give the commissioners 
(2). Instead, the network has | S0mething to think about. 

grabbed off an exclusive telecast| Under the Court's directive. the 
of a duplication of the West- | Commission has four alternat.es 
minster Abbey religious cere-\in issuing a temporary authoriz2- 


ment of the Television Writers will’ also continue on the “Today”, Levin as musical director and in ;mony, to be aired Sunday night tion for use of channel 2. These 


Group within the ALA, and re-| program. 


As of this moment, line with a general reduction of 


cently lost a battle over a constitu- | there's no planning to bring back its musical staff, WOR, N. Y., last 
tional amendment, changing vote the “Large” regulars, now scat-| week eliminated its music produc- 


on admittance of new guilds within ‘tered over the country. 


Idea is tion department, consisting of E)l- 
ALA from unanimous consent to to sew up the return first, and /|liott Jacoby, Richard 


DuPage and 


(31) from the Cathedral of St.|are: (1) to CBS and Zenith jointly, 
John the Divine in N. Y. ‘under trusteeship or otherwise; 


Religious ceremony, which will | (2) to CBS under an arrangement 
be conducted by Bishop Horace by which the web leases Zenith’ 


majority ballot. RWG contends this | discuss program pians later. But/ Carl Nutter, Jr. 
opens probability of three broad-| chances are likely that Charley An- 
easting unions within ALA—itself,!drews, now with “Today,” again 


SWG and TWG. 


' will do the writing. 


Trio, who have been on station’s 
staff for eight years, are going to 
| freelance. 


to 9 p.m. with the preceding 
half-hour devoted to background 
films and commentary on the 


(Continued on page 30) 





by B. Donegan, will be alfred from | channel 2 transmitter (used for the 


‘Phonevision tests); (3) to CBS, 

land (4) to Zenith. ee 

The temporary authorization ill 
(Continued on page 54) 
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TOP TV SHOWS 





Ben Duffy's ‘So Sorry’ 


The trade buzzed with considerable excitement last week when 
word spread of the memorandum passed around by Ben Duffy, 


prexy of BBD&O agency, to the 
man dealing with Jack Herbert 


effect that henceforth any agency 


, Of the NBC echelon and No. 1 


salés troubleshooter for the network, would do so at the risk of 


losing his job. . 
Particularly coming at a time 


when NBC is on.the affiliate hot 


seat, with some sales lag as one of the major issues, the breach 
with one of the major agencies having a multi-million dollar stake 
in NBC AM and TV programming, took on an added significance 
to the trade. On Monday Duffy told Varrery that it was all a 
mistake; that he had acted too hastily in sending out the memoran- 
dum, that he has since had it rescinded, with an order to welcome 
Herbert at the agency at any time, on any occasion. 

Various reasons for the Duffy flareup have been ascribed. with 
Herbert himself attributing it to the underquoting of a price on 
the Groucho Marx TV show (sponsored by a BBD&AO client, 
DeSoto-Plymouth) by a network salesman. 

Similar recent flareup by Atherton Hobler, chairman of the 


executive committee of Benton 


& Bowles in an encuunter with 


Herbert didn't help salve matters. 

















ABC Brass Trains Guns on Radio, 
Program Structure Gets Overhaul 


Having 
time since the ABC merger with 
United Paramount toward getting 
their television house in order, the 
network's top brass have now 
turned their attention back to ra- 
dio, both program and saleswise. 


Web, whose toppers are going out | 
of their way to reemphasize their | 
faith in the medium, this week put , 


the finishing touches ‘on a new 


program structure and announced | 


the acquisition of a number of 


new properties. 


Among the latter, net will put a/ 


devoted most of their¢ 





GM Trims Bride & Groom’ 


General Mills has cut back on its 
sponsorship of CBS-TV’s “Bride & 
Groom.” Firm, through Dancer- 
Fitzgerald-Sample, Inc., has _ re- 
newed for 52 weeks beginning June 
i—but on three-a-week basis in- 
stead of five-a-week. 

Retrenchment opens Tuesdays 
and Thursdays for sale, with no 
takers as yet. 





new airer called “Space Ranger” | 


in the Tuesdays and Thursdays 
7:30 p.m. slot, parleying it with 
“Lone Ranger” on the other three 
days. The Hy Gardner-Irv Kupci- 
net-Sheilah 
By line,” 
Connee Boswell musical 
low, comprising the 8-8:30 block 
four days a week. 

The 8:30-10:30 p.m. block, Tues- 
day through Friday, will comprise 
the network’s new ” “mood” or 
“vertical” 
with Tuesdays going to “lectures 
and forums,” Wednesday to “‘ro- 
mance” 
ploying dramatic shows and Fri- 
day becoming comedy night. 

In the dramatic field, web has 
bought the “Mike Malloy” who- 
dunit series 


producing a vidpix string with 
same name). This starts June 4 in 
the Thursday 
moves up to 9 on July 7, when 
Continued on page 32) 


NBC Radio Fills In 
Hot Weather Gaps 


Bulk of NBC radio programming 
has been firmed for the summer. 
Most shows and sponsors staying, 
_ the following major excep- 
ions: 

Dinah Shore is remaining at 





Graham “Three-City | 
together with a 15-minute | 
will fol-' 


Show Biz Yen 


Craig's Agency 
Exit Uptrends 


FALERS PUTTING 
EATON SPONSORS 


| 
| Distributors, 


I 





men Guay 


dealers and the 


MAY TOUR IN FALL 





+ 


} 


| sales forces of major corporations ! 


; that have a stake in bigleague TV 


‘ ° 
programming are putting the heat | 


on the sponsors to “travel 
j a 
| shows” next season. The pressure 


the | 


| is coming from such outfits as Gen- | 
eral Foods, Colgate and corpora- | 


jtions that have a participating 


; . . | 
| Stake in such major league en-| 


itries as the NBC-TV “Show of 
| Shows.” 

ing element plays such an integral 
part in TV programming. the dis- 
jtribs and dealers ‘who in many 
cases share in the cost of the pro- 
| gramming) recognize the added 
values of “showcasing” their talent 
on a local level to hypo product 
sales, particularly in lagging areas, 
and at the same time permit the 
talent to appraise audience reac- 
tion and values on a “Grassroots 


In an era when the merchandis- | 


USA” level away from the major | 
N. Y. and Hollywood production 


centres. 


From Chicago, Boston, Jackson- | 


ville, Miami, Kansas, Cleveland 
and Dallas the requests have been 
coming in from sales forces who 
say: “Bring out the shows so we 
can do a proper merchandising job. 
If necessary we'll absorb the added 
costs.” 


| They point to the fact that radio 
| missed the boat completely in tour- 
jing the bigtime kilocycle attrac- 
i tions, except in some isolated im 
stances, and maintain that the de- 
cline of network radie program- 
|ming might have been appreciably 
forestalled had the talent created 
|a greater identity with audiences 
|on a local level and with merchan- 
‘dising of the sponsor's wares. 
(There have been some isolated 
instances of major shows gcing 
on the road, as in the case of U. S. 
Steel doing a number of “Theatre 


programming concept,’ 
programs, “Thursday em-} 
from Mike Malloy. 
Productions (which incidentally. is | 


8 p.m. siot, but. 


Continuing dissatisfaction of ad , Guild of the Air” out-of-town origi- 
| agency toppers with their roles as | nations; “Original Amateur Hour” 
time order-takers, rather than as “hitting practically every city with 


creative show biz brains. con- F ; ” whe : m 
> . ‘i | lute to Cities” which paid off with 
tinued as a trend when Walter), merchandising assist during its 


Craig last week announced he j 
would resign July 1 as veepee int ola Gold sponsorship tenure}. etc. 


charge of radio-TV for Benton &| 
Bowles. j 

Craig did not announce his fu- 
ture plans, but it’s believed he will aie Ss 
go into the show-packaging field.| _ Colgate. which sponsors the Sun- 
Nor would the agency revea) 9ay_ night tap : 
|whether his spot will be filled.) NBC-TV “Comedy Hour” is getting 
/Tom McDermott continues as di-|ComSiderable pressure from dealers 
‘rector of TV and Paul Roberts as/t0 “hit the road,” particularly in 
' director of radio. both reporting to view of the recent case history at- 


the hinterland” in past years went 
unheeded. 


‘Big Payoff’ Payoff 


B&B board chairman William R. tending the temporary moving of 
jthe daytime “Big Payoff” show 
from New York to Los Angeles. 


Baker. 


Craig’s step-out follows the path 
of at least two other N. Y. agency 
execs with a show biz yen, who 
recently resigned as result of be- 
ing reduced to the status of 
;purely business factotums, buying 
jmetwork packages rather than 
| originating them. The former AM- 
|TV agency toppers were Adrian 
Samish, who bowed out of Dancer, 
| Fitzgerald, Sample (he’s now with 


Colgate sales and “Payoff” audi- 
ences had been lagging in L.A., 
the most important market outside 
of New York. After two weeks of 
Coast originations, the share of au- 


; 


ja sizeable auditorium for its “Sa- |, 





ABC's Fall Bid for Friday Nite TV 
Kingpin Status (Just Like in AM) 


In a throwback to the days 
| when ABC had undisputed rating 














Question of time clearance is still , 
to be reselved, with ABC-TV re-' 
ported high in the running because 
of time availabilities. Understood 
that some overtures were made to_ 
CBS-TV on possibility of alternat-| 
ing Monday nights with Westing- | 


But by and large, the “calls from | house “Studio One,” or with “Kraft | 


Theatre” Wednesday nights on 


/_NBC-TV, but that, in both cases, | 


Hollywood-originating | 


dience increased 64°. The rating | 


|in L.A. alone shot up nine points. 
| With General Foods sponsoring 
|Bob Hope next season, the sales 
| boys and distribs are putting in 


10 pm. Mondays and Fridays, | NBC-TV creating daytime shows), | bids for local originations. (While 


with Chevrolet taking a hiatus. 

, First Nighter,” sustaining, re- 
Piaces Red Skelton beginning 
June 2 at Tuesdays at 8:30 p.m. 

“Truth or Consequences,” now 
Sponsored by Pet Milk Thursdays 
% 9 pm. will go in sustaining 
June 24 for “The Big Story” in 
the Wednesday at 9:30 p.m. slot. 
My Son Jeep” replaces “T or C” 
On June 25. 

“The Scarlet Pimpernel,” 
Sponsored, will replace Bob Hope 
and General Foods, Wednesdays at 
at 10 pm.. beginning July 8. 

, Best Plays” subs for the The- 
*re Guild, Sundays at 8:30 p.m.. 


ginning June 14 “Musical 
Spcepstakes” goes into current 
lays” 


spot on Fridays at 8:30 
Starting June 12. 

Bob and Ray shift from Sat- 
trdays at 8 p.m. to Fridays at 
9:30 p.m. replacing “Name That 
Tune.” both 

“New Talent, U. S. A.” takes 
over hour-and-a-half sustaining 
nme. 8 to 9:30 pm. Saturdays, 

soning June 13, 


un-) 


|and Everard Meade, who ankled 
/ Young & Rubicam for the more 


| creative facets of TV writing. 








AM Top 10 jackpot, the 


Pulse Ratings 

(April, °53) 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Jack Benny .......-- eave 
Lux Radio Theatre ...... 
Edgar Bergen ......- esas 
You Bet Your Life ...... 


Friend Irma ......... § 
 & an eth... 61 





| the 


(Continued on page 54) 


Hooper Ratings 
(April, '48) 
Fibber & Molly .......... 26.3 
Sate WN voc cade c tans. 249 
Amos ‘n’ Andy .......... 23.7 
Lux Radio Theatre ...... 23.6 
Walter Winchell ........ 235 
a a 
Bob Hope ..... Soe cerves< 22.1 
Bandwagon eile seattle a 20.5 
Edgar Bergen ........... 20.1 
Godfrey Talent Scouts ...19.6 


the sponsors were desirous of con- | 
tinuing on a weekly basis next sea-) 
son. 
i 


KERSTA, LOEWINOW 
RIVALS IN FLORIDA 


Norman E. Kersta and Cmdr. | 
Mortimer Loewi, who were in ri-| 





val camps in the New York TV) 
sweepstakes a few years back, are 
now continuing the rivalry as 
competing television station opera- 
tors in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

“Kersta, formerly an NBC-TV 


Thurs. No Slouch jleadership on Friday night with 
It'll be Danny Thomas and its onetime crack radio program- 
night back-to-back lineup in | der the Leonard Goldenson and 
the ABC-TV fall programming j three Bobs (Weitman, Kintner 
roster. j aad O’Brien’ regime bids fair to 
rougher for Thomas than for basis of the Friday blueprint for 
Jessel—with the form@r going [the web's “Official Grand Pre- 
into the 9 p. m. slot as the (| miere” in September. 
net,” which enjoys a Nielsen | works” all the more enticing is 
Top 10 leadership status. the fact that the evening is prac- 
Thomas film pilot is being (tically SRO long before curtain 
peddling to prospective clients. maining to put the 7:30 to 10 
segments in the commercial col- 
‘ jumns. Equally impressive is the 
J. S. Steel ‘ ANG |sorship auspices represents new 
coin wooed into the network fold 
| since ABC-TV went on a shopping 
TV Dr En e | spree for top talent. 
ala . In view of the fact that neither 
e strong on Fridays in the Nielsen 
() video rating payoff column (the 
a OW | Major entry, the Gillete-sponsored 
fights on NBC, doesn't come on un- 
Another hour-long dramatic en-; Ul 10 o'clock), puts ABC-TV in 
with the premiere of “U. S. Stee] tive leadership on at least one 
Theatre.” It'll be an alternate-/ night of the week. 
week attraction, produced under; On the basis of the present 
ner Theatre Guild auspices ‘also | cented roster for the fall will read: 
responsible for the U. S. Steel| 7:30 to 8 pm. the Stu Erwin 
“Theatre Guild of the Air” NBC Show, sponsored by General Mills; 
proximate $40,000 production ‘tab sored by Listerine and Hotpoint: 
as one of the most costly dramatic | g:30 to 9, the new $25,000 weekly- 
showcases in video. ‘budgeted dramatic show to be 
nod to the company’s initial bow the Paul Hartman “Pride of the 
in TV, with the okay from the’ Family” show, co-sponsored by Ar- 
board of directors coming through mour and Bristol-Myers; 9:30 toe 
The TV show will cue the Sale reported imminent. 
demise of the long-running radio 
show, which has represented a fat 5 7 ; § 
In Bennett ‘Tryout’ 
alternate-week “Scott Music Hall” 
on NBC-TV is going off the deep 
end to the tune of approximately 
and 17) in testing a major musical 
production which Scott may alter- 
mate next season with “Music 
alternates with “Cavaicade of 
America” in the Wednesday night 
8:30 to 9 period, but “Cavalcade” 
ating the every-other-week time 
availability.) 
The two-shot showcase wil] have 
| poser and orchestrator, as host- 
;emcee (a new role for him), with 
|a flock of Broadway musical show 


George Jessel as the Thursday {ming lineup, the “new ABC” un- 

However, the going will be duplicate the feat in TV on the 

opposition to NBC-TV's “Drag- | What makes the Friday “fire- 

Shipped east next week for / time with only a half-hour sale re- 

| fact that 90 minutes of the spon- 

CBS nor NBC is particularly 

try in video is set for the fall,/the position of wresting competi- 

Theresa Helburn-Lawrence Lang-' blueprint, the Friday comedy-ac- 

radio show), and will have an ap- | § to 8:30, Ozzie & Harriet, co-spon- 

U. S. Steel echelon has given the | sponsored by Pepsi Cola; 9 to 9:30, 

yesterday. 10, the Ray Bolger Show, with a 
chunk of annual billings for NBC 

Scott Paper Co., sponsors of the 

$70,000 fo: two programs (June 3 

Hall.” (Latter show this season 

shifts to ABC-TV next season, cre- 

Robert Russell Bennett, the com- 

| talent appearing, including, among 


exec, operates UHF station WFTL~| others, William Warfield and his 


| 


; 


i 


Lincoln-Mercury sponsored | network, is going on the air with some oo: 
|“Toast of the Town” has continued WITy ‘also a UHF station) taking tunes from 


in th e-TV radio days of April, "43, the top-rated Fibber McGee and Molly was good for a 322 
Bh weg ‘As pod Jack Benny, Amos ’n’ Andy, Edgar Bergen, Lux Radio Theatre were still batting in the of “Scott Music Hall” but she lays 
| Top 10 league, but in '43 Rudy Vallee, the late Fannie Brice and the defunct “Mr. D. A.” were pulling ‘em 


Today Amos ’n’ Andy is in the leadoff Pulse spot, but with no better than an 8.5 rating. Still hitting the 
TV version has already become a sponsorship gasualty. 


TV on Channel 23, which is now | wife, Leontyne 
in process of a $1,000,000 building from “Porgy and Bess.” Danny 
expansion. Cmdr. Loewi, who} paniels the dancer, and others 
was general manager of DuMont to be set Bennett will reprise 
ne Richard Rodgers 
“Victory At Sea,” 
over Channel 17. || which he orchestrated. Collabo- 
rating with Bennett in selection 

of music and continuity will be 


Price, in excerpts 





j 


e Mak | Robert ar lyricist and music 
What a Whale of a Difference a Few Years Make © stu: g.-ssr 3s 





} appear on show. 
Patti Page is the regular star 


, off for the June 3 and 17 presen- 
| tations. 


WCBS-TV’s ’53 Biz Hike 





——— " a Volume of new business con- 
Fibber & Molly owe 322 tinues to rise at WCBS-TV. i Be 
RE WE ant <. mweater 31.8 | In the first 18 weeks of 1953, total 
Edgar Bergen ia ie aan 23.0 volume of new business booked 


Lux Radio Theatre ......27.7 | 0ver equivalent period of last year 





Aldrich Family ..... «see-27. |Came to 106%, management says. 
Walter Winchell .........249 | This represents an estimated $2,- 
Fannie Brice _...........22.9 | 900,000 worth of new business. 
Mr. D. A. ...... cocccecs S22 In first 12 weeks, new business 
Jack Benny .......++..--22.1 | Was 86% ov similar period last 
Rudy Vallee ceecctececsane year, 
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— Television Followup Comment 


SPSS SSSSESESECEH 


Phil Bloom, the Broadway pub-; tertaining guy on his 
licity agent, and Billings Brown,| 45 2 talent exhibitor. 


Tin Pan Alley lyricist, collabo- | 
rated to write a fine drama of! 
extraordinary power for “Sus- 
pense” last Tuesday 19). Their} 


theme—that the meek must stand | 
up together against the Fuhrers of 
brute force or else suffer the con- 
sequences of a corroded spirit— 
was unusually offbeat for this 
CBS-TV whodunit, and the spon- 
sor, Auto-Lite, and the producer, 
Martin Manulis, both merit praise 
for their willingness to experiment | 
with such fresh ideas. 

In this first TV script, Bloom) 
and Brown gained authenticity by | 
setting the scene in a tattoo par- 
lor; thus the title, “Come Into My 
Parlor.” The meek of spirit are 
represented by the broken, cadav- | 
erous tattoo artist, John Carradine, 
and an innocent, spectacled by- 
stander, Scott McKay. These two 
are hectored and beaten up by a 
gang of Fascist-like ruffians. Rath- 
er like the young hoodiums in the 
recent -Harper’s Magazine story, 
“Cyclists’ Raid,” now being made 
into a Hollywood film, the tor-) 
mentors ride bicycles, and have 
their organized passwords and 
secret symbols. In the end. Mc-} 
Kay convinced Carradine of the 
need to withstand the brutality of 
the hellions. and in a scene of pul-| 
sating tension. as the gang try to 
brand Carradine with his own! 
tattoo iron, the fear of the ma-| 
rauders was brought to a breath-| 
taking climax. | 

Director Robert Mulligan used 
effects imaginatively to sustain the | 
scripters’ desired mood. The sound 
offstage of the returning bicycles | 
built up suspense magnificently. | 
and the teenagers’ 
snatches of povular ballads—“Tell | 


Story.” “Strange Things Are | tue of her articulate showmanship, | J : - : 
fedpaien “Till T Walk © gain | that the prexy of Random House | Pemsation in the Paris scene with 
and author of “Good For A Laugh” | 


Happening,” 
With You"—contributed to the 
naturalness of their wild gang 
sadism. Music by Hank Sylvern 
and performances by the support- 
ing cast. including John Kerr and} 
Martin Newman, were all highly | 
professional. 


Autolite commercials, dreamed 
up by the Cecil & Presbrey agency, 
continue to explain a complicated 
group of products with great skill. 
Rex Marshall, attired like a garage 
mechanic, intelligently compared 
the swinging of a golf club with 
the parts that fit into an auto. Idea 
of asking viewers to call up a 
Western Union number to get 
their nearest of the 98.000 Autolite 
dealers is selling at its most im- 
mediate. And the beginning com- 
mercial, gaily parading the host of 
Autolite sparkpvlugs, distributors 
and batteries, is almost as cheer- 
ful as Walt Disney’s “Fantasia” 
version of “The Sorcerer’s Ap- 
prentice.” k. 





It took the easy and informal at- 
mosphere of an Arthur Godfrey 
show to bring out a fresh and un- 
developed facet of Ed Sullivan's 
personality, a facet that Sullivan 
should show more of. Subbing for 
the ailing Godfrey on his Wednes- 
day (20) night “Godfrey and His 
Friends” on CBS-TV, the usually 
stiff and decorous N.Y. Daily News 
syndicated columnist laughed, 
larked, sang, danced, played an in- 
strument and proved a warm and 
charming friend of the viewing 
family. 

It was a step out of his accus- 
tomed Sunday night “Toast of the 
Town” character and a step that 
enabled the viewers to see more of 
Sullivan the man than Sullivan the 
confidant and introducer of per- 
sonalities. And he and the show 
were a lot of fun. 

Program took its tenor from the 
opening number, with the entire 
company “interviewing” Sullivan, 
singing “We Ought to Know More 
About You.” with Sullivan display- 
ing very pleasant voice. Couple of 
numbers later, he sat down to ac- 
company Hawaiian singer Hale- 

loke on a zither-like instrument. 
and still later sang again with the 
company in a ribbing number on 
his smile. 


Together with Frank Parker, he 
sang a duet on “Song from Moulin 
again accompanying on 
the instrument. And as a topper, 
he did a Pat Rooney-type softshoe 
show’s 
dance instructor, and very grace- 


Rouge,” 


with Harry Rogge, the 


fully too. 


Why Sullivan can come on in 
strange surroundings and enjoy 
himself and yet appear so uncom- 

is very own show is 


fortable on 
something of a personality Ripley. 
It’s to be ho that some of the 
ee dust carries over from that 

ednesday night to Sundays, for 
Sullivan proved he can be an en- 





+? 


Chan. 


Jackie Gleasen carried the major | 


load on his CBS-TV show Saturday 
night (23) and milked a fair script 
for enough laughs to sustain the 
60-minute stanza. The situation 


'comedy, in which Gieason played 


the impresario for a truck drivers’ 
benefit show, led up to the first | 
appearance of the newly reunited 
Dorsey Bros. band on video. Before 
this climactic event, however, Glea- 
son became entangled in a confu- 
sion of identities between Jimmy 
and Tommy Dorsey, with resulting 
complications that were remuinis- 
cent of old Leon Errol comedies. 
The windup burial of the hatchet | 
by the two bandleaders was a kid- 
ding-on-the-square takeoff on their | 
old feuding. The sketch closed with | 
their merged bands delivering 2 
brace of firstrate swing numbers. 
Before the final curtain, Gleason 
indulged in some flagrant plugging 
for his own disks without any sav- 
ing comedy pitch. He also plugged 
the Rustic Cabin in Englewood, 


| N.J., where the Dorseys were play- 


ing that night and threw in a 
wholly gratuitous mention of the 
Ohio spot where Bobby Hackett 
was booked for that evening. | 


Hackett happens to be the trum-| 
| peter on Gleason's sides for Capitol 


Records. Herm. 





Gypsy Rose Lee reviewed Prof. 
Ashley Montagu’s anthropological! 
book, “The Natural Superiority of 
Women.” on DuMont’s “Author) 
Meets The Critics” last Thursday 
(21), and the literary stripteaser | 
easily demonstrated a 


superiority in the realm of wit and | 
eloquence over the male panelists | 
humming | present. She so outdazzled her cp-| 
ponent critic, Bennett Cerf, by vir-| 


at one point sulked, “You can just 


The author of the tome under 
review, an ascetic looking scholar 
with a high brow and an Oxonian 
accent, spent most of the time 
nodding and smiling silently. 


amid a cryptic laugh from Miss 
Lee, “The purpose of my book is 
to bring men and women closer 
together.” 


The cultured peeler, displaying 
only a modest amount of epidermis 
from her high-cut gown, took a 
tolerant view of the book. It was 
a honey of a title, Miss Lee said, 
and Cerf was only jealous because 
he hadn’t been abie to publish it 
himself under the Random House 
label. Miss Lee wished, too, she 
had written the book, but she 
would have called her version pro- 
vocatively, “The Natural Superior- 
ity of Men,” just to inspire curi- 
osity. 

Cerf, taking a solemn view of 
the subject, thought it was silly 
“persiflage” to write that femmes 
were still the subjects of men. 
“I’m subjected,” hooted back Miss 
Lee. “I’m subjected to all kinds 
of things, darling. I do all the 
housework, while you men sit in 
your air-conditioned offices.” 
When Cerf cited man’s superior 
muscle power, Miss Lee mocked 
that muscle-bound men. didn’t 
have the strength of femmes or 
their lasting power. “I just don’t 
show off my muscles the way a 
man does when I perform,” she 
said discreetly. She recalled the hot 
night when five of the six musi- 
cians for her act fainted. “But we 
16 chorines were all okay and 
knocking our brains out onstage.” 

“Do you call that brain work?” 
demanded Cerf. 

“Well, brains in a different kind 
of way,” laughed Miss Lee. “Mean- 
while, sweetie, those muscians just 
had to sit.” 

Moderator Virgilia Peterson 
wound up the discussion by refer- 
ring to the book’s subtitle as “What 
Every Woman Knows.” Rask. 





Jewish turn on NBC-TV’s “Fron- 
tiers of Faith” series last Sunday 
‘24) concerned itself with an ex- 
planation of the Talmud and with- 
in a short half-hour managed the 
incredibly difficult task of outlin- 
ing and explaining its place and 
function in Jewish life and Jewish 
morality. 

Once again, Morton Wishengrad 
contributed a tip-top script that, 
in its gentie and yet never con- 
descending fashion, provided the 
basis for a completely satisfactory 
format that: concentrated on the 
— word with unusual inten- 
sity. 

Director Martin Hoade must be 
credited for. an exceedingly well- 
integrated, apd. shoroygkly, enjey- 





natural | 


talk for the rest of the half-hour.” | 


| sive in its effects as it was spar- 


| ing in their use. Alexander Scour- 





| 


own, not just| able program that was as impres-; (20) with the staging of Robert 


Howard Lindsay's moving and 
memorable “One Left Over,” the 


by was excellent as the narrator | story of a nan who loses his wife 


and Norman Rose and Wesley | and two sons in an automobile ac- 
|cident and is left with only his 


Addy gave their lines meaning 
without 
Doris Ann produced this Jewish 
Theological Seminary  presenta- 
tion. 


Wishengrad first introduced 
viewers to the Talmud as a per- 
petual commentary with a diagram 
of a Talmud page shown on the 
air. Show then gradually moved 
into an explanation of the Talmud 
as a fixed code of behavior, mix- 
ing good manners with religion. 

If the discussion and the vari- 
ous quotes were 


ever seeming pompous. | 


young daughter. 

Show’s scripting was topnotch in 
every respect, achieving the diffi- 
cult feat of giving a serious and 
highly dramatic treatment to what 
essentially shaped as a soap-opera 
theme. Lindsay’s characters, kept 
within the narrow frame of the im- 
mediate hours following the trag- 
edy, had real dimension and talked 
and acted as human beings are apt 
to behave in such circumstances. 


Harry Townes as the bewildered, 


kept at a simple | srief-stricken man, walking as in 


level. it was all for the best since| a dream and refusing to accept 


it undoubtedly helped the non- 
Jewish part of the audience to gain 
an inkling of the wisdom and the 
understanding of a book ia which 
someone wrote 2.000 years ago: 
“If you must punish a child, use 


i 


; 
| 
; 


| 
; 


the reality of the blow that has 
struck him, gave a superlative and 
completely intelligent perform- 
ance. The nofe he struck in his 
confusion over what has .hap- 


i; pened, and why, was completely 


nothing heavier than a shoelace.” | 


Show is so good, and serves such 


a laudable purpose in furthering | 


interfaith relations, 
| NBC isn’t moving 
| prominent 


schedule. Hift. 





it’s too bad} 
it to a more} 
spot on the Sunday | 


Bob Hope’s try on the NBC-TV | 


Colgate “Comedy Hour” Sunday 
| (24) was productive of some good 
| entertainment. Hope’s initial stand- 
up comedy session was one of his 
best this year. The appellation of 
| the “human gag factory” was richly 
deserved with this stanza, Hope 
hitting fast and hard with his 
verbiage. Most of his lines took 
| with the crowd. 

There were some entertaining 
skits as well. Although a conven- 
| tion sketch failed to go off as antic- 


|ipated, there was sufficient com- 


Gloria De Haven lending a strong 
| assist. Patter with Rocky Marciano 
| also hit pay dirt. The heavyweight 
|champ delivers lines dutifully. 
| When there’s humor written into 


} his script, some of it is projected. 
There was also some payoff ban- 


The | ter with Don McNeill, custodian of 
prof. broke his silence to murmur, | the Chicago-emanated “Breakfast 


| Club,” who was conveniently near, 
| as this show had its genesis at Chi’s 
| Blackstone Theatre. The pair did 
|okay patter, but the lines in the 
| script didn’t seem worthy of such 
titans of the entertainment field 
as Hope and McNeill. Miss De 
Haven established herself nicely 
with her delivery of “It’s the 
Same,” and Hope helped her with 
the fugue from “Call Me Madam.” 
‘Other major songspot was by the 
De Castro Sisters, a lively Latin 
threesome, who mugged their way 
into a winning mitt. Hope’s clown- 
ing also aided their cause. Jose. 





Ed Sullivan fronted one of those 
spotty variety layouts on his CBS- 
TV “Toast of the Town” last Sun- 
day (24). Richard Greene and Vi- 
veca Lindfors in a scene from 
Shakespeare’s “Henry V”. didn’t 
seem like much meat for a mass 
| audience. what with that precious 
| French-English exchange between 
the stars. The sleeper was Kajar 
in his “digital dexterity”—finger 
magico in sharp, spotlighted close- 
up that was a tremendous fillip 
and revealed a large future poten- 
tial. Zippy, a pigmy chimp, did 
conventional acro, eating chores, 
skating, etc. The simian’s ability 
was overplayed. 

Harry James, who opened at the 
Astor Roof, N.Y., next day (25), 
came on with drummer Buddy 
Rich, accordionist and bassist for 
a brief session and the James 
trumpet orchestrated a terping bit 
of the Bil & Cora Baird puppets. 
Joey Bishop, who's at the Riviera 
across the river, opened the show 
with rapid-fire one-liners. Nanette 
Fabray neatly warbled a produc- 
tion parasol number, “On a Sun- 
day By the Sea,” complete with 
vintage cops and bathing suit girls, 
and was also seen in a reprise of 
the hayride—“Sittin’ on Top of the 
paige which closed the proceed- 
ngs. 

Among noteworthy aud intros 
by. Sullivan were the Theatre 
Guild’s Lawrence Langner, who’s 
projecting the American Shakes- 
peare Theatre in the Westport- 
Fairfield area, displayed a model 
and said the land would be ac- 
quired in about two weeks: John 
Burrell, of London’s Old Vic: Jean 
Hersholt (“Dr. Christian”), who'll 
be kudosed by the American Med- 
ical Assn.; Bosox slugger Jim Pier- 
sall; Elizabeth Hess, spelling bee 
champ, and Millard Hopper, 
checker wiz. Trau. 





“Kraft Television Theatre” on 
i NBC-TV scored :solidly last week 





| 





true, unmarred by any overempha- | 
was un- i 


sis or overacting. This 
doubtedly one of the top TV per- 
formances of the year. 


Stanley Quinn’s direction under- 
scored the dignity of the script 
which probed sensitively into the 
mind of a man trying to adjust 
to a great personal loss. Quinn 
never permitted the scene to be- 
come static, even though practical- 
ly all of it was set in the same 
living room. 

The rest of the cast, and par- 
ticularly Edward Binns as the blus- 
tery neighbor who, intuitively, uses 
the right psychology on Townes, 
gave strong support. Little Janet 
Alexander, as Towne’s daughter, 
was just right as the child who 
senses tragedy but does not really 
comprehend it. Phillip Truex was 
just fine as the sympathetic under- 
taker. 


TV shows of the quality of “One 
Left Over” are rare these days, or 
any other day, and the raft peo- 
ple should be congratulated on be- 
ing responsible for elevating TV 
drama to such high stature. Kraft 
commercials, while undoubtedly 
serving a specific and useful pur- 
pose, could stand a switch. Hift. 





“Scott Music Hall,” which recent- 
ly switched from a stock company 
format to a guest star policy, 
dished out a half-hour of tuneful 
entertainment on its Wednesday 
(20) show. Program’s star Patti 
Page breezed through the proceed- 
ings in a likeable manner, regis- 
tering both in the vocal depart- 
ment and as program’s pivot per- 
sonality. Guesting were Vaughn 
Monrcee and Richard Hayman. Lat- 
ter is Mercury Records’ new east- 
ern artists and repertoire head and 
harmonicaist on that diskery’s hit 
recording of “Ruby.” 

TVer revolved around a college 
motif, with Miss Page supposedly 
revisiting her old alma mater. Foli- 
lowing the brief establishment of 
collegiate theme at show’s start. 
songstress set a sprightly pace via 
a fine vocal on “Now That I'm-In 
Love.” Chirp then wert into some 
patter setting the mood for the 
ballady “It’s Dark on Observatory 
Hill,” also sung by her. For wind- 
up she did a nice job on “Some- 
where Over the Rainbow.” with 
choral group accompaniment. 

Monroe came into the picture as 
a music prof with a pleasant ren- 
dition of “Co-Ed” as rt of the 
instructional course. amen as 
a student, had a minimum of dia- 
log and worked over the harmon- 
ica in a serenade to a girl who was 
on the outs with him. Breaking 
into the chitchat and songstering, 
around the midway point, was a 
lively dance number that fitted in 
comfortably with overall story line. 

Buzz Kulick’s production amply 
filled the needs of Frank Wilson's 
Script, which served as an okay tie 
for the songs, dialog and terping 
offered. Miss Page is taking a 
vacation from the show next month 
and will resume in July. “Hall,” 
incidently, alternates with “Caval- 
cade of America.” Jess. 





Benita Hume was listed as cos 
with husband Ronald Colman co 
oa — p bmw Mind” on CBS- 

s “Four r Play ps 
 endtey. Hy yhouse” last 

But the billing was an honor un- 
supported by her minor part, that 
of a matter-of-fact wife of a psy- 
chiatrist, in which she had brief 
opening and closing scenes. Unfor- 
tunate, too, was the fact that Miss 
Hume was outnumbered by a bevy 
of femmes in the cast. Surround- 
ing Colman, sole male player, were 
lookers Patricia Morison, Hillary 
Brooke, Elizabeth Frazer ‘as pa- 
tients) and Alix Talton as a nurse. 





'signed April 15. 


fe; As«light and airy as a popover, been im the media field 16 years. - 


7? 


but not quite as savory, Milton 
Merlin’s script for the program re- 
lates the analytical daydreams of a 
psychiatrist, played with the cus- 
tomary suave Colman charm, who 
in “Lady in the Dark” fantasies 
pinpoints the emotional afflictions 
of his chi-chi clients. 

As the camera pans to a Dali- 
esque painting, Colman’s couch- 
side reveries (J) provide a cold 
actress with desired warmth of af- 
| fection, (2) resist the aggressive 
| lovemaking of an amorous blond, 
| and (3) poisoui"-a bossy and de- 
|manding woman. Colman had the 
best of the individual scenes. At 
home at end of day, the doctor 
confesses he’s not as detached as 
he previously thought while he 
himself relaxes on a couch and 
tells his wife of the hard day. 

“Ladies” was a slickly frivolous 
attraction intended as a superficial 
legpull of those medicos who treat 
flighty and foolish women who are 
| spoiled beyond belief. It had draw- 
ing room hokum, a never-never 
land view of the mind-doctor pro- 
fession, three attractive but neu- 
| play ladies, and the impeccable 








playing of Colman, who suggests 
| a retired cricket player on his best 
'and proper behavior. 

Taken seriously, the play lacked 
an air of reality, bite, body and 
| Point. Miss Hume should have 
| waited for a more propitious occa- 
| sion to return to sight and sound, 
| and her producer (Colman) should 
| have told her. orn, 





Kate Smith introduced on her 
| NBC-TV daytime stanza last Friday 
| (22) a weirdly intriguing half-hour 
drama segment called “The Por- 
| trait,” one of a live series pro- 
| duced by Ted Collins to be called 
| “Tales of Morpheus.” Idea of the 
} Series seems quite original both in 
concept and production, being a 
dramatization of real dreams which 
people are said to have had. The 
series shapes up as the type that 
will hold dream-conscious haus- 
fraus spellbound in a spookie sort 
of way. 

The first “tale” was notable for 
the scenic effects created by Sutton 
Roley, who also did the scripting. 
To create a macabre ethereal world, 
he used plently of shadows plus 
scenery built of photo paper and 
cardboard frames handled by wires. 
Trick effects were done so well, 
the drama looked as though it were 
on film. 


Drama was introed by John New- 
land, his face filling the screen 
with a glowing iridescence. The 
tale itself had to do with a selfish 
artist, Berry Kroeger, who so fell 
in love with his masterpiece por- 
trait of a beautiful woman that he 
dreamed he joined her in a caver- 
nous land behind the canvas. The 
climaxing twisteroo was a pip—the 
artist was depicted trapped in the 
canvas, his portrait an expression 
of horror, while his imagined 
beauty came alive as one of the 
spectators in the artgallery, smiling 
at her imprisoned Svengali. To 
make sure none of the daytime 
viewers get scared out of their wits, 
Newland, as Morpheus, then ex- 
plained verbally that it all ended 
happily, with the frightened artist 
awakening from his dream deter- 
mined to slash his painting of evil 
beauty and to mend his selfish 
ways. 

Production was expertly handled, 
but Collins perhaps should con- 
sider whether such nightmares are 
more adaptable to nighttime snow- 
ings, rather than horror at 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon. Rask. 


CADILLAC DROPPING 
CBS CHORAL SYMPH 


Cadillac is dropping the Choral 
Symphony with Frank Black, heard 
over CBS Radio on Sundays at 5:30 
to 5:45 p. m., after the program 
of June 7. 

Firm will be off during the sum- 
mer, and may come back in the fall 
with a half-hour package, created 
by Lester Gottlieb, net program 
veep, featuring Mimi Benzell, Ear! 
Wrightson and Alfredo Antonini s 
orchestra, on which it has an op- 
tion. 








Lochridge Vice Spadea 
For CBS Radio in Det. 
Ben Lochridge has been appoint- 
ed sales manager of the Detroit 
office of CBS Radio network, ef- 
fective June 1. 
He replaces Joe Spadea, who re- 
Lochridge has 
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MUSIC FROM MEADOWBROOK 
With Ralph Marterie Orch, Doug-| 

jas Duke Trio, Richard Hayman, | 

Bill Williams, others 
producer-director: Eddie Nugent 
60 Mins., Sat., 7 p.m. ‘ 
ABC-TV, from Cedar Grove, N. J. 

The successful formula for pre-| 
senting bands on TV is yet to 
found. This is the second remote 
pickup try from Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
(WABD ran a Meadowbrook series 
two years ago) but no imaginative 
production pattern has been added 
to make band viewing appealing. 
The preem show Saturday (23) also 
was hampered by an overload of 
fluffs both technical and_ verbal. 
Even when the fluff wrinkles are 
ironed out, series will need plenty 
of work before it can hope to be- 
come a steady dialing attraction. 

It’s mighty appealing to the ear, 
though. Credit for the musical out- 
put goes to Meadowbrook's current 
headliner Ralph Marterie and guest 
stars Richard Hayman and The 
Douglas Duke rio. Marterie’s 
rhythms were showcased on such 
popular disk items as “Pretend,” | 
“Caravan” and “After Midnight.” | 
Hayman, who has been trekking 
through tele the past couple of 
weeks aS a musical guester, gave 
a sock account of himself soloing 
on the harmonica on his current 
disclick, “Ruby,” and The Douglas 
Duke Trio (drums, bass, organ) hit 
an exciting beat in their instru-| 
mental stint. Frank Mann, crooner 
with the Marterie-band, was pleas- 
ing in his vocal workovers of “The 
Song From Moulin Rouge” and 
“You Are Love.” 

Rest of the show, however, was 
a study in confusion. Emcee Bill | 
Williams tripped over his lines and | 
the mike wires, Frank Dailey, was 
in and out introducing lecal celebs 
and the aud participation games 
were embarrassing. Stanza saluted | 
Rutgers U. A different college will | 
be repped each week, and after 
a brief gabfest between Williams 
and the college historian, the Glee | 
Club came on for some okay alma /) 
mater melodies. 

All in all “Music From Meadow- 
brook” is okay listening fare but 
n.s.g. viewing. Gros. 


| 














Ike's Solo ‘Hey’ 


Continued from page 1 


loud “Hey.” The audiente _re- 
sponded next time around. Then 
Liberace -paused again and ex- 
plained he had been informed that 
this was one kind of music Ike} 
liked. He wondered out loud if the | 
President would prove it by deliv- | 
ering a solo “Hey” next time he, 
played the number and came to. 
the pause. 

So did everybody else in the) 
room. 

Liberace started through the) 
boogie-woogie routine again and} 
came to the pause. 

From Prexy Ike at the centre of. 
the head table came a loud and/| 
vigorous “Hey.” Liberace picked up 
the music anew but nobody heard. 
The entire room was on its feet 
applauding. It couldn't have been 
more enthusiastic if Prexy had an- 
bounced the end of the Korean 

ar. 

_Miss Froman drew strong ap- 
Pause with her rendition of four 
numbers, topped off by “I Believe.” 
At the end of the evening, Eisen- 
hower paid a special tribute to her 
in his brief remarks. “I never see | 
Jane Froman on stage anymore,” | 
he said, “but what I think what an | 
—— of courage she is to Amer- 

a. 

Kaye, who held the stage for 25 
minutes, was at nearly his best 
form in such specials as the gypsy 
number with audience participa- 
tion, “Minnie the Moocher,” the 
8uy who sings “Begin the Beguine” 
off key, ete. Pinza, the opener, was 
Well received by the audience, al- 
though he began with two heavy 
Operatic areas, and ducked shouted 
requests that he sing “Some En- 
chanted Evening.” 

Murphy got his best laugh from 
Eisenhower when he said, “I was 

appy on my arrival here to find 
that the inaugural parade had 
finally finished.” That was a tape- 
worm parade which ran well into 

“le evening. Commenting on the 
current picture situation, Murphy 
jaPlained, “3-D is now old-fash- 
ae Out in Hollywood, we've got 

2-D. In this Marilyn Monroe 
Comes off the screen, sits in your 

P for 17 frames, and then goes 
ack on.” 

7 Show was provided by the Holly- 
ht Coordinating Committee, 
the Stan Richardson on hand for 
the dinner. Among those sharing 

'e head table with the President 
Were Adolph Zuxor, Jack Warner, 

Pyros Skouras, Eric Johnston, 
Wine Dietz, Stuart Sheftel and 
‘liam R..McAndrew,.ef NBC. . -} 




















follows NBC’s arresting “Today.” 


|afternoon quizzer will depend/} 


| relating to the object. 


WOMEN TODAY 
With Elaine Drooz 
5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 8:55 a.m, 
SIMMONDS UPHOLSTERING, 
JANITROL 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
Time is brief but effort is con- 
sequential on new program, which 





Elaine Drooz, of WROW. Albany 
ad libs both the commentary and | 
the commercials—alternate days. | 
for upholsterers and for gas heater. | 
In limited period available, she | 
chats about a variety of topics: 
safety in the home, “litterbugging” | 
on the highways, patronizing the 
hometown baseball club, to men- 
tion three. 


On last time block viewed, Miss 
Drooz struck a more serious note— 
the freedoms we accept so auto- 
matically, as contrasted with their 
denials in Russia. This echoed 
from the story of “Never Let. Me 
Go,” Clark Gable-Gene Tierney | 
picture, which Miss Drooz had seen | 
previous night. Public service | 
messages—Red Cross, civil defense | 
and the like—are fleetingly though 
skilfully interwoven. 

When the few rough edges are 
planed, well-spotted five-minuter | 
should register solidly. Jaco. 





WHAT HAVE YOU GOT TO LOSE. 
With John Reed King 
Producer: King | 
Director: Phil Beal 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:00 p.m. | 
Sustaining 
WABC-TV, from N. Y. 
Effectiveness of this hour-long | 
mostly on the calibre of panel-| 
itsts emcee John Reed King! 
chooses from his daily 


YOUR BIG MOMENT 

With Melvyn Douglas, Ken Rob- 
erts, others. 

Producer: Mike Dutton 

Director: Don Hillman 

30 Mins., Tues., 8 p.m. 

TONI, HAZEL BISHOP 

DUMONT from N.Y. 
(Weiss & Geller, 

Spector) 


Raymond 





DuMont has come up with a 
prime bit of programming in 
“Your Big Moment,” an adaptation 
of “Blind Date.” It’s got a bigtime 
professionalism and a high polish 
which should make it a strongpoint 
on the Tuesday night spectrum. | 
Emcee of this one is Melvyn Doug- 


| las, doubling from the Broadway 
| legit comedy “Time Out for Gin-| 


ger.” Douglas, of course, is a 
knowing conferencier who pours 


|} On the charm and does a winning 


job on behalf of a pair of alternat- | 
ing sponsors. Preem commercials 
were for Toni, with Hazel Bishop’s 
lipsticks getting plugs on the al- 
ternate weeks 

Intent of the show is to realize! 
a big moment for a trio of citizens. | 


| For the first show, there was a date | 


with a singer sounding like Don| 
Cornell, another had her eye on! 


| a portrait by a name artist, and the | 
show arranged a pileup of gifts for 


| 


a juve polio sufferer. 

Under this format, the show can 
be made to do any number of| 
things, thus variety is assured. | 
Name performers can be presented | 


THREE LIVES | 


With Chariton Heston, Jane Wy- 
man, John Wayne, Arthur Franz, 
Leon Askin, Phil Chambers, Joe 
Costerella, Eduard Franz, S 


Director: Edward Dmytryk 
Writers: Edward & Edna Anhalt 


| 25 Mins. 


Sustaining 


| WABC-TV, N. Y. 


“Three Lives,” an Edward Dmy- 
tryk-directed film made to  but- 
tress the United Jewish Appeal 
campaign, makes a strong imprint 
by its depicting of short vignettes 
in the lives of three people affect- 
ed by funds given by the UJA. 
With Charlton Heston, Jane Wy- 
man, John Wayne and Arthur 
Franz doing the commentary, an 
expert cast portrays a medico at- 
tempting to make his way in 
America, an 80-year-old woman 


| who holds onto life in the hope of | 


seeing her children arrive in Is-| 
rael, and an east-European who 
upon arrival in Israel is disap- 
pointed in his surroundings until 
he joins in the movement to build | 
the country. 

Dymtryk has tried to present too | 
broad a canvas for a half-hour | 
show. He has had to take short- 
cuts that detracted from the pres- 
entation of a fullbodied character- | 
ization. The commentaries were | 


tacey | 
Harris, Charles Meredith, Eliza- | 
beth Patterson, Adeline DeWalt | 
Reynolds, Ruth Swanson, Stuart | 
Torres, Lurene Tuttle 1 


THE ORCHID AWARD 

With Ronald Reagan, emcee: 
mary Clooney, 
guests; Paul Westen Orch: John 
Heistand, announcer 

Producer: Harold Romm 

Director: Robert Finkel 

Writer: Gordon Auchincloss 

15 Mins., Sun., 6:45 p.m. 


| VICEROY CIGARETS 
| ABC-TV, from Hollywood 


(Ted Bates) 

“Orchid Award” is in important 
show for ABC-TV from a number 
of angles. It represents the first 
show that kicks off already spon- 
sored on the network since the 
United Paramount merger (Ply- 
mouth bought “ABC Albums” after 
it was.on a couple of weeks as a 
sustainer). It’s also pegged in the 
slot following Walter Winchell, and 
should prove a good test of his 
drawing power for the network. 
And from the sponsorship angle, 
it’s the first filter tipped ciggie 
plunge into network sponsorship, 
aside from spots. 


Program, pegged on the Win- 
chellian “orchid” salutes, brings on 


|a star or stars (Rex Harrison and 


Lilli Palmer are on tap for next 
week) and goes through a brief 
pictorialization of the headliner’s 
career, culminating in the presen- 
tation of an orchid for the guest 
star. In this case, it was Rosemary 
Clooney who got the salute, with 
Ronald Reagan doing the emceeing. 
Since it was the web’s desire to get 


without having to bring them in! well-written and capably delivered | Miss Clooney to kick off the series, 


through a side door and there are! and at times added dimension to 
any number of offbeat gimmicks | the story, but unfortunately, there | 
that can be showcased and still| was too little time allotted to each | 


this premiere was a Coast origina- 
tion, and Reagan will be replaced 
hereafter by Bert Lytell, the Paul 


; Rese- 
Mitch Miller, 


carry out the purpose of the stanza. | 
In the case of the girl who likes 


studio} Don Cornell, the young lady had | fine. 


segment to be fully effective. 
The enactments were generally 


audience. This was indicated on|t® choose between Cornell's sing-| Adeline DeWalt Reynolds as the 


teeoff show Monday (25) when| 


ing and a vocal double. She 


aged grandmother, and Stacey 


out of three panel members only | thought that the double sounded| Harris as the emigre who joins 


one seemed to be on the ball. Ques- | 
tions asked on program relate to! 
unnecessary objects that various | 
home viewers possess but want to | 
get rid of. King is noiified via | 
write-ins of a certain useless item | 
(in the “white elephant” category) | 
that somebody owns and he in turn | 
provides the panelists with clues | 


Show has potential comic value | 
in that some of the questions asked 
could be played upon for yocks. 


| However, this will depend largely 
'on the panelists and also on King | 
|picking up on some of their 
| answers for the obvious laughs that 


can result when the viewing audi- | 
ence knows the answer to questions 
being asked, as is the case on this 
program. Among the items brought 
before the panel were a 40-year- 
old beer can, a copy of a book 
written by a contributor’s husband, 
a trick camera that squirted water 
and a nutcracker. 

Failure of the panelists to arrive 
at correct answers results in the 
contributors receiving prizes. But, 
if a panelist does reach the right 
conclusion then he, or she, receives 
the prize. King, incidentally, could 
tone down on his exuberance, 
which at times seemed a_ little 
forced. Jess. 


THE MUSIC SHOW 
With Jackie Van, Mike Douglas, 

Eleanor Warner, Henri Noel, 

Robert Trendler Orch 
Producer: J. E. Faraghan 
Director: Barry McKinley 
30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. ~ 
DUMONT, from Chicago 

DuMont has latched on to a! 
tasty musical dish in its new se-| 
ries, tagged appropriately enough | 
“The Music Show.” Series is a! 
WGN-TV, Chicago, product, and | 
demonstrates again the TV Savvy | 
that’s being put in Chi origina-| 
tions. Show offers a solid 30-min- | 
ute melodic menu without any un-| 
necessary trimmings which helps 
it flow easily throughout. 

The songalog is made up of fa- 
miliar fave melodies and is slickly 
handled by a lush orch under Rob- 
ert Trendler’s baton and such 
pleasing vocalists as Jackie Van, 
Mike Douglas, Eleanor Warner and 
Henri Noel. All combine to make 
“The Music Show” an appealing 
half-hour. 

If the repertoire on the preem 
show Tuesday (19) is a sampling of 
the standard the series has sei for 
itself, it should win a steady dial- 
ing crowd. The lineup on opening 
show included “It's A Grand Night 
For Singing,” “The Same Silver 
Moon.” “Your Land And My 
Land,” “Stormy Weather,” “No 
Two People,” “Thumbelina,” “I've 
Got You Under My Skin” and 
“Strange Music.” Enough there to 
attract every taste. 

The tunes are split between Miss 
Van and Douglas, who handle the 
light pop stuff and Miss Warner 
and Noel, who work over the meat- 
ier items. All hit effectively. Main 
credit, however, is due Trendler’s 
orch work. He gives each number 
a rich and colorful interpretation 
that guarantees a listening hold. 
Camera crew also rates praise for 
keeping the program alert and 
fiyid.. 4414 ¢ t €18 sts Gres.’ » 








more like Cornell than the orig- | 
inal did and so went out to the! 
Copacabana with the standin. The | 
girl who desired a portrait chose 
the sketch done by Russell Patter- 
son but was rewarded with a Brad- 
shaw Crandall commission. 


Douglas is an ingratiating gent. 
He makes with intelligent adlibs, | 


scope and ties together the vari- 
ous segments of the show in a 
manner that should entice listen- 
ers. Jose. 





FASHION ON PARADE 


| With Betty Campbell, others 


Director: Grant Van Patten 
15 Mins.: Sun., 7 p.m. 

M. SOLOMON 

WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Program, one of the few local} 
live originations to hold a choice | 
spot the year around, features | 
styles modeled by three gals and | 
ccmmentated by Betty Campbell. | 
A modest budgeter, it is tastefully 
dressed, smoothly presented, at- 
tractively lighted and clearly pho- 
tographed. Format has been im- 
proved and production has been 
tightened since the premiere sev- 
eral years ago, but the advertis- 
ing does not seem as well con- 
trolled. On the last block viewed, 
the spotlighting of sponsor, men- 
tion of price and tabbing of a next 
day’s sale took on the too-insist- 
ent note. 

Miss Campbell, head of an Al- 
bany model agency, handles know- 
ingly a script written in the tradi- 
tional fashion pattern. Charles 
McGarrahan designs the pleasant. 
sets used. Women undoubtedly 
welcome “Fashion On oe 

aco. 





BACKYARD ZOO 
With Conway Robinson 
Director: Joe Sullivan 
30 Mins., Sun., 3.30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WBAL.-TV, Baltimore 

“Backyard Zco” is an effective 
addition to WBAL-TV’s Sunday | 
afternoon schedule of family type 
shows. Entire layout has a relaxed 
atmosphere well suited for home 
consumption. 


Conway Robinson ties various 
features of the format together. 
Weekly items include a “puppy 
presentation” and a “pet of the 
week.” Puppy is presented to 
writer of the best letter giving rea- 
sons why viewer wants pup. “Pet of 
the week” calls for an unusual pet 
each week. Show caught had nov- 
elty in its selection of a pheasant. 
Latter portion of show utilized a 
guest veterinary who discussed and 
demonstrated prpper care for dogs 
during the summer months. 

Attractive outdoor set —— 

urm. 





Kleenex In, Lanolin Out 


On Godfrey’s Ayemer 


Kleenix replaces Lanolin as a 
sponsor on the first quarter hour 
of the morning CBS simulcast 
“Arthur Godfrey Time,” beginning 
July 6. : 

It’s an alternating sponsorship, 








sharing time with Snowcrop... -- 


the construction play their roles | 


admirably. 


The accompanying musical score 
had particular merit. The Israeli 
themes were vivid and melodic as 
well as a tremendous aid in point- 
Ang up the various stories. Jose. 


- A | HOLLYWOOD OFF BEAT 
|; charms his way around the icono-| 


With Mel¥yn Douglas, Mary Beth 

Hughes, Will Jordan 
Producer-Director: Marion Par- 

sonnet 
Writer: Rip Van Ronkle 
39 Mins.; Sun., 2:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-TV, from N. Y. (Film) 

This Melvyn Douglas widpixer 
adds up to a routine private eye 
stanza. It’s doubtful whether show 
has enough on the ball to keep TV 
set owners at home during the 
summer months. Cliche dialog of 


the wise-cracking genre and pat} 


situations give show a mediocre 
standing. Douglas portrays a bitter, 
cynical sleuth whose background 
includes World War II service as 
an Intelligence Officer. 

Preem yarn Sunday (24) had 
Douglas on the trail of a songstress 
to be named as a correspondent in 
a divorce case. However, instead 


of being a simple case of a spouse | 


shedding her mate, story wound up 
with Douglas unearthing a dope 
smuggling ring. Story includes a_| 
few murders with Douglas adding | 
some fisticuff play by slugging a. 
girl who pulled a gun on him. 
Production was okay but the! 
gumshoe characters have just about 
been worn thin. Jess. 


‘st Precinct’ Does Duty 
in Camel's ‘rma’ Bowout 


CBS Radio has set “2ist Per- | 
cinct,” dramatic series in coop- 
eration with the Patrolmen’'s 
Benevolent Assn. of N. Y., to re- 
place “Irma,” which R. J. Reynolds 
is cancelling, in the 9:30 p.m. Tues- 
day spot, beginning July 7. 

Half-hour program stars Everett 
Sloane and has the “Gangbusters” 
team of John Ives and Stanley Niss 
as director and writer, respec- 
tively. 


Hausman Farewelled 


Lou Hausman, who shifts over 
from administrative veepee of 
CBS Radio to vice-president of the 
CBS-Columbia manufacturing divi- 
sion, was toasted by network col- 
leagues at a shindig tossed last 
week at Al Schacht’s, N. Y. 

Topping the event was a special 
20-minute documentary, “The Lou 
Hausman Story” (a la March of 
Time}, scripted by Lester Gottlieb, 
CBS Radio~ program veepee, in 
which Jean Hersholt portrayed his 
“Dr. Christian” role, and other 
CBS talent did pinch-hit thesping 
duty for William S. Paley, Frank 
Stanton, et al. 

Hausman was gifted with some 
luggage as «a-farewell token: - -: 











Leon Askin as the doctor, | 


| Weston orch by Harry Sosnik’s 
| band, airing from New York. 

Program is an MCA package, and 
producer (and MCA exec) Harold 
Romm has put a lot of coin and 
| Savvy into it. Pregram opened with 
Reagan briefly explaining idea of 
; the show, then moving off into 
| vignettes of Miss Clooney's career. 
First of these had her singing in 
front of the Weston band, in dance- 
hall style, with dancers between 
| her and camera. It was a highly 
| effective bit of business. Columbia 
| Records’ pop recording chief Mitch 
Miller then came on to tell about 
| his faith in Miss Clooney, and fol- 
lowed it through with a simulated 
recording session. Following Miss 
| Clooney’s singing, he sat down with 
her to reenact the time he showed 
jher the arrangement of “Come 
;}On-A My House,” before she re- 
corded it. 


Reagan then played the record, 
switched the topic to her current 
film making, then reintroduced her 
in a setting from Par’s “Stars Are 
Singing,” her first film. He ended 
it all by presenting the orchid. 
Reagan was an excellent host, and 
| Miss Clooney a television natural. 
|The medium builds up her innate 
'charm. Miller would do best to 
| stick to music—his acting is a bit 
|} on the hammy side. 


| One basic fault to the show that 
| can easily be corrected is failure to 
| have the evening’s guest say a few 
words at the beginning. Because 


Miss Clooney didn’t speak to the 


| audience till the very end, program 


; seemed too impersonal and even 
gave the feeling of being a film or 
some type of pre-recorded docu- 
mentary. Another flaw was the 
tendency of Gordon Auchincloss’ 
script to be too sugary at times. 
On the technical side, program 
was topnotch. Bob Finkers cam- 
eras didn’t miss a movement and 
sets and lighting were of high 
calibre, especially for a 15-minute 
segment. Those Viceroy commer- 
cials, however, approached the 
ludicrous point, with a “puffing” 
machine supposed to demonstrate 
the amount of nicotine the filters 
absorb. Chan. 


JUDY DEANE SHOW 

Director: Jim Beker 

15 Mins., Fridays, 4 p.m. 

OYSTER LOAF 

KGO-TV, San Francisco 
(Gene De Forrest) 

With pleasing ease and photo- 
genic charm, radio's rotund Judy 
Deane and her piano, “Mr. 88,” 
made a comfortable, smooth-mov- 
ing TV debut (15). Nothing to set 
the town afire, but it’s a neat little 
song package laced with nostalgia, 
brief sentimental nonsense and 
just enough schmalz to register a 
small-sized sock. 

Gal has a winning smile, robust 
personality, Sophie Tucker-ish 
Pipes and a talkative keyboard. 
She gives nice warmth to the tele- 
screen when she voices tried and 
true oldies like “Sitting On Top of 
the World,” “September Song,” 
and “My Blue Heaven.” Her smash 
topper was a lusty piano rendition 
of “If I Loved You.” 

Only display of nervousness 
came when she gave a trickily- 
worded toast to San Francisco and 
choked her lines. 

Director Jim Baker’s camera 
work was unsensational but ade- 
quate. Sponsor cut cost corners 
with commercial cards voiced off- 


Sysop by Freddie Jorgensen. 
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The trouble with television is—you can’t 
take your eyes off it without missing lots 


of new things you want to keep up with. 


In case you haven’t been looking lately — 
consider the many ways CBS Television has 
held or advanced its established lead in: 


program popularity—with most of the Top 
Ten at night, and all Top Five daytime... 


package hits—with 10 of them making the 


Top Ten during the current season... 


average audiences—with an 18 per cent 


nighttime lead over the second network... 


single audience-—with the greatest 





attraction in all broadcasting, drawing 


more than 42 million viewers a week... 








sponsored time-—more both day and night... 


economy -—a cost-per-thousand-viewers 


12 per cent lower than on any other network. 


& 


And now there’s headline news from P.I.B.: 


CBS Television has taken first place in 
advertising volume-—with April billings 
the largest in the network’s history. 


Even far-sighted advertisers would have to 
look far to find a medium so effective 

for displaying their products—or a network 
S80 successful in getting customers to 

watch closely. 


CBS TELEVISION 
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Cerenation. It will be presented | 
in cooperation with the Consular | 
representatives in N. Y. of the | 


Commonwealth nations. Telecast 
is considered an exclusive by the 
network since the services are used 


spending considerable sums in get- | 


ting the films and preempting 
commercial time, DuMont will 


carry its Tuesday night program- | 


ming and on Sunday will relin- 


quish only a local filmed show,» 


only on the occasion of a corona- Ragergr- +4 nh te 2 aa 
tion. Actual ceremony will include eo oe ee. will have pccen. 
showing of duplicates of the other three webs will have -~ 
sword, orb ring and crown to be | tially the same coverage of the 
: " aati eu st a 4 - ‘ * 
used june 2 ; Ceronation. and DuMont isn't 
On Coronation Day, DuMont likely to gain meee in the ba hm 
er = hut wil] | audi that time. Sunday 
has planned no coverage, but will endience Dede vt re ow gre 
carry its regular programming enremeny. sae oa ¢ we 4 
Web has contracted for newsreels * a = _ whet scape ac Tyne 
of the Coronation and will air ie =a as eters Sy 
these as soon as they arrive. but | U=Cupucaice public server 0. 
it’s unlikely they'll be im N. Y. on » 
that same day. This is in marked Akres—Bloyce. “Blue” Wright, 
contrast to NBC and CBS. which former staffer at KGO, ABC's San 
are jet-flying in their own aDd Pyancisco o-and-o, has been named 
BBC films, and ABC, which is program director of WAKR-TV 
picking up the Canadian Broad- here. UHF station expects to go 
casting Co. feed from Toronto. (om the air with test patterns in 
Thus, while NBC and CBS are’ June. 





‘COLDBERGS’ TO SUB 
DENNIS DAY ON TY 


Hollywood, May 26. 


Ted Ashley Associates this week | 
concluded three top television sum- | 
mer replacement deals, setting 


“The Goldbergs” te replace Dennis 
Day on NBC-TV; “Take a Guess,” 
with John K. M. McCaffery to sub 
“Life with Luigi” on CBS-TV and 
‘Name That Tune.” with Red Ben- 
son to replace Paul Winchell on 
NBC-TV. 

Deals were set by Ashley veepee 
Paul Redin. “Goldbergs” starts in 
the Friday night slot July 3; 
“Guess” kicks off Thursday, June 
11 and “Tune” begins early in June 
in Winchell’s Monday night slot 
Also set was a deal with ABC-TV 
and American Chicle for “Date 
With Judy” to continue through the 
summer. 

“Guess” and “Tune” are owned 
by Peter Arnell. who also owns 
“Robert Q. Lewis’ Wax Works. 
which Radin has set with CBS 
Radio for June, with Webster Re- 
cording Co. sponsoring. 


P&G's Biow-Packaged 
‘Best’ to Sab ‘Fireside’ 


Musical variety show, “Nothing 
but the Best,” with Eddie Albert 
as emcee, is the suramer replace- 
ment for “Fireside Theatre,” Tues- 
days at 9 p. m. over NBC-TV. Pro- 


igram is a Biow Co. created pack- 


age. It will be produced by Ted 
Millis. with Bob Banner as director 
and Robert P. Smith the writer. 

Procter & Gamble is staying 
through the-summer to plug Lilt, 
Ivory Soap and Crisco. 


Evans’ ‘Cabbages & Kings’ 


New public service show pack- 
aged by Lou Cowan called “Cab- 
bages and Kings” has been bought 
by ABC-TV. It's a once-weekly 
half-hour program. 

“Cabbages” will be built around 
Dr. Bergen Evans, the Northwest 
U. prof who moderates the Cowan- 
packaged “Down You Go” show on 
DuMont. 
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ON AMERICAN HAIR STYLING 


If your lady appears one day with her hair 
coiffured as above, she is under the Italian 
Influence. This gamin hair-do arrived in the 
United States with a group of young Italian 
movie stars —, ew York. The girls 
returned, but their Italian Boy’s Cut stayed 
on to capture America. 


So it goes with all aspects of modern 
American life. The Italian Influence is having 
its way with our cars, our clothes, our menus, 
our interior decoration and our industrial 
design. If it's smart, new, elegante -- chances 
are, it’s Italian. 


If you've read our ads before, you know 
what this means in New York. WOV interprets 
the Italian Influence for better living to the 
great and prosperous market which under- 

stands. it most readily, acts on it most quickly 
++» the market represented by more than two 





million Americans of Italian origin who live 


in the New York area. 


Let us show you how WOV will put the 


Italian Influence to work for 
sales for your product in New 


ou, to make 
ork. 
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Higher Court To 
Sift Baseball TV 


Washington, May 26. 

In agreeing yesterday (‘Mon.) to 
| Teview three cases to determine 
|whether organized baseball] vio- 
lates the anti-trust laws, the Su- 
preme Court may either sanction 
TV. restrictions on games or side 
with the Department of Justice 
which has forced baseball to se! 
broadcast rights. It all depends 
on whether the Court rules that 
pro baseball is a sport or a bus 
ness. 

The last time the Supreme Court 
considered a baseball case was in 
1922 when it held that interstate 
commerce was not involved and 
therefore the game was not sub- 
ject to anti-trust laws. But since 
that time radio and TV have come 
along and may change the court's 
thinking. 

Sen. Edwin C. Johnson ‘D-Colo! 
who is pushing for legislation to 
exempt baseball from 
laws so that-televising of major 
league games can be 
; said his bill is still as necessary 
as ever. He pointed out that it will 
| probably be a year before the high 
tribunal hands down its decision. 
|In the meantime, he said, the mi- 
nor leagues are being destroyed 
by broadcasts of big games in their 
territory, as was brought out in 
| recent hearings before the Senate 
| Interstate Commerce Committee 

The Senator said he expects the 
committee to act soon to bring 
ithe bill before the senate for con- 
sideration. 


ROBINSON TO PREXY 
| CROSLEY OF ATLANTA 


Cincinnati, May 26. 
William P. Robinson has been 
| elected president of Crosley Broad- 


| casting of Atlanta, Inc., it was an- 
|nounced here today by James D 
| Shouse, chairman of the Atlanta 
| board and Robert E. Dunvill-, 

chairman of the executive com- 
| mittee. 

Atlanta organization operates 
WLW-A, which was purchased by 
Crosley last winter. It is Crosley’s 
fourth TV outlet. 
| Robinson was also named a di- 
rector of WLW-A. John T. Mur- 
phy, vice president of the Cincin- 
nati company, also becomes vee- 
pee of WLW-A. 
| Robinson entered radio here as 
|an entertainer in 1928 and joined 
; Crosley organization in 1938 as a 
| Salesman. 


‘Meredith Willson Back 
To His L.A. Home Base 


Meredith Willson and his wife. 
| who came east for one year to do 
the Tallulah Bankhead “Big Show,” 
and found it stretched into a 
three-year NBC chore. are moving 
back next week to their Westwood 
(Los Angeles) home. They will 
tape their “Every Day” NBC plat- 
ter-chatter show on he Coast, fore- 
going a TV panel show he has 
been doing east, and will concen- 
trate on radio-TV out of Holly- 
| wood. 

The Willsons are N.Y.-to-L.A.ing 
next month in easy stages with a 
stopoff in Fairfield, lowa, where 
Parsons College will present him 
with a Doctorate of Music. For 
Centennial Week. also in June, 
Willson will be honorary mayor 
of Mason City, Ia., his home-town, 
which was founded in 1953. Inci- 
dentally, Willson composed a spe- 
cial “Mason City March” which 
Paul Lavalle and the Cities Serv- 
ice Band have been performing 
on their Monday night NBC series. 

Willson, who has had his own 
series for Jello, Canada Dry and 
Ford between 1945-1950, will go 
back to do TVersions of that for- 
mat plus lecturing for the W. Col- 
steon Leigh concert agency which 
also has him booked to guest- 
conduct the Bridgeport ‘Conn.’ 
Symphony July 17, the Sioux City 
Symph Oct. 11, a repeat with the 
Buffalo Philharmonic, as he did 
last March. 
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WGAR’s 25% Biz Hike 
Cleveland, May 26. 
WGAR reported sales in local 
business is up 25% over a year a£°. 
According to Carl George, st@ 
tion manager, week of May 16 was 
the biggest week of the year. 
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Stardust for Summer Saturday Nights 


Relaxed as a Summer evening, tangy as a lemonade 
.- + Hoagy Carmichael’s dry wit and syncopated 
piano are made-for-Summer refreshments. During a 
90 minutes (9 to 10:30 PM) traditignally audience- 
packed on NBC television, Hoagy will preside over a 
fresh collection of your favorite bands, talented 
dancers and rising young comedians for bright and 


easy-to-take viewing. 















Consider, too, how this worthy successor to ‘‘Your 
Show of Shows” falls into a time period that averaged 


a 20.8 Nielsen Rating last summer on N.B.C. 


Then consider this starting price that’s hardly more 
costly than a European vacation ($3,334 program, 
net). Sponsors can avail themselves of this smooth 
summer selling in any of several plans: a half- 
hour every week, every other week, or a 10 minute 


participation each week. 


It all begins on June 6th—so now’s the time to 


get all the facts from 


Saturday Night Revue 


9:00-10:30 PM 


0200 
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Television Chatter 





~ 
i 


New York 


Moppet Janet Parker, just) 
mamed “runner-up” in Clarence) 
Derwent Awards for her “Chil- 
dren's Hour” performance, on) 
CBS-TV’s “Mama” Friday (22) 
. . . Harry Gerstad, Stanley Krea- 
mer film editor. signed to edit next 
26 Superman tele pix . Vivian 
Wance and Bill Frawiey due in 
town around first of June. They're 
scheduled to guest on the Jackie 
Gieasen show . . Rex Marshall 
replacing Jehn Beal as emcee of 
“Freedom Rings” June 2. . .~. 
Henry Barnard appeared on “T 
Web” last Sunday (24) . . . Carel 


rade at Asbury Park. NJ... June 


1... Fterence Marin leaving Bill 
Hylan, ©BS-TV sales veep, to be. 
Threwer. 


secretary to Fred ywer, WPIX 
genezai manager. beginning next 
week (she was latter's gal Friday 
at ABC and CBS). She has just 
bought a house at Hampton Bays. 
Li... Dave Garreway leaving 
for a three-week European vaca2- 
tion June 11. with several days at 
the races in France . . . Allan Finn 
of CBS-TV press infe flying to 
L.A. Friday ‘29) for a week's stay 
... Jay Barney featured on 
“Rookie Cop” (29) as secret serv- 


fice agent, and then does psychia-! 


,trist lead on “Lamp Unto =f 
Feet. | 


Dr. Bergen Evans, moderator of 
DuMont’s “Down You Go” TV 
1 quizzer, dittoes on the BBC 


pane ; 
London version of the show on) 


June 19. Pelly Cowan, wife of 
radio-TVY packager Leu Cowan, 
owner-creator of the show, appears 
as a panélite on the BBC edition 
July 2. ‘(Cowans are spending the 
summer abroad.) 

Jeseph Stamler, ex-WMGM sales 
staffer, joins WABC-TV as account 
exec ... Al Capp becomes regular 
moderator of DuMont's “What's 
the Story?” . . . Lynm Cieary, man- 
ager of sales service for DuMont, 
elected director repping television 
of the N.Y. chapter of American 
Women in Radio & Television. 

Shirley Eggiesten joins Robert 


Mentgemery cast Monday ‘1) for | 
Kevacs of | P 


“Storm” ... Ernie 
WCBS-TV back this week from 
two-week vacation in Bermuda... . 
William Burns, heading east to 


present his bird™act for the RCA | 
| as an hour show locally . . . Gold’s | 


color tele demonstration for NBC 
affiliates at Princeton, was stricken 
ill on the train from Detroit. 
at the Roosevelt Hospital . 


Margaret Arien presented tele set | 


on behalf of her viewers to patients 


of Greystone Park Mental Hospital, | 


Morristown, N. J., Monday (25). 
Viewers sent in old nylons, pro- 
ceeds from sale went for purchase 


He's | 


| of set . .. Joop Geesink, Transfilm 
| producer, in frem Holland for busi- 
jmess talks ... Tommy Tempkins 
‘featured in a dual role on “Big 


| Story” Friday (29). 
; 


Hollywood 

KECA-TV sales service manager 
Edwin Metcalfe named to a Fe 
of special sales rep, while 
H. Kieim shifts from KLAC-TV to 
take over Metcalfe’¢ former spot 
_-. . Reseoe Ates returned to 
KTLA’s “Westérn Varieties” fol- 
lowing tour of Army camps and 
hospitals . . 
min. vidpix series, “Art Linkletter 





and the Kids,” and bows with show | 


June 1. with Barbara Ann Bread 
bankrolling . . 
teries angeling “Under the Pepper 
Trees” on KECA-TV ... KLAC-TV 
program director Fred Henry back 
from Hawaiian vacash .. . KECA- 
TV's Merle Travis off for personals 


at San Mateo, Mesa, Ariz., and Sa-| 


linas ... Harry Preston takes over 
\for Tenmmessee Ernie on “Home- 
town Jamboree” on KLAC-TV as 
the hillbilly moaner leaves on a 
a. trek ... KTLA’s “Frosty 
Frolics,” being syndicated fer west- 
ern states and Hawaii, is being 
sliced to a half-hour for transcrip- 
tion release, although it continues 


Furniture renewed “Hometown 
Jamboree” on KLAC-TV until next 
March 27 . . Felix Chevrolet 
signed for 52 weeks to sponsor first 
| half of “Grand Theatre” on KECA- 
TV ...KNBH operations manager 
Jim Damon to speak at first annual 
TV institute at Pasadena Play- 
‘house June 29-July 11 S 


. KTTV acquired 15-} 


. Nie-L-Silver Bat- | 


“Three-City Byline” and the musi- 
cal show preem. Similarly, web 
has contracted with Towers of 
London for the “Captain Horatio 
Hornblower” series, which played 
CBS last year. “Hornblower,” 
which is slated for the May 28 
broadcast of “ABC Playhouse,” 
stars Michael Redgrave and will 
be the first of the “Playhouse” 
shows being used as a full-fledged 
AM series in the fall, will use 
scripts other than those of the 
CBS series. 

Daytime, the web will air Mar- 
tin Block from 2:30 to 4, cross-the- 
| board, with a live variety show. 
This won't start until next year, 
since Block's contract with WNEW, 
N. Y.. doesn’t end till then. The 
network show, which will use 
Block in the role of a discoverer 
of new talent and material, will 
precede his local disk jockey show 
on WABC, N. Y. 

In the morning, Don McNeill’s 
“Breakfast Club” is slated for a 
fuliscale promotional campaign 
which will culminate in a June 23 
simuleast celebrating the 20th 
anni of the show. Network will use 
radio and TV salutes, newspaper 
ads and a grassroots campaign to 
ballyhoo the property. Entire 
| morning schedule up to 12:30 p.m. 
‘is on a cross-the-board basis, with 
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~ WAVE-TV 


r WAVE-TY , cuss: 
CHANNEL 3 
@ NOW SERVES 
7 FAR GREATER 
; TV MARKET! 





NBC, ABC, DUMONT AFFILIATE 








(from Channel 


View. 4-FT. ANTENNA! 


(abeve average terrain) 


Tew LOW CHANNEL! 


Tlew. 100,000 WATT POWER! 
(vp from 24,000 Watts) 


Tew, ALL-NEW EQUIPMENT! 


(the mest modern available) 











5 te Channel 3) 


WAVE-TV’s television market — always the 


According to FCC 


larg-st in the Kentucky-Indiana area — is 
now at least 50% bigger than it used to be. 


coverage curves, the 


new WAVE-TV television market has 


52.1%, additional families . . . living in an 


85.5%, larger area 


. «4 spending 54.0%, 


more on Retail Sales ... and representing 
51.5% more Effective Buying Income! 


Don’t neglect the new 
WAVE-TV television 


and vitally important 
market. Ask Free & 


Peters for all the facts about it — and about 
VAVE-TV, the only station that can deliver 
it intact, and with impact! 


ABC Brass Trains Guns on AM 


Continued from page 25 











soapers till 11 am., then “Live 
Like a Millionaire,” “Double or 
Nothing,” “Turn to a Friend” and 
the Jack Owens show comprising 
the remainder of the morning sked. 

The Saturday - Sunday -Monday 
music-and-news format with which 
the web has been experimenting 
now becomes permanent. Robert 
M. Weitman, the network's talent- 
programming veepee, and Ray 
Diaz, network programming di- 
rector, who together set up the 
entire new structure, reported 
j|that the music-and-news weekend 
'format had met with exceilent 
| acceptance on the part of the net's 
stations. 


TV PACKAGERS CLASH 
OVER SIMILAR SHOWS 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Television producers-packagers 
| Al Buffington and Wayne Steffner 
iclashed over new panel shows each 
put on air in past week, Buffington 
claiming he had the idea first, but 
Steffner got on the air first, with 
jhis “Your Claim to Fame” bowing 
jon KNXT last Thursday. 
| KNXT is a CBS channel, and a 
|spokesman, program director Don 
|Hines, said he had a letter from 
| Buffington advising the net if it put 
ithe show on Buffington “would 
| have to exert my property rights.” 
but on advice from CBS legalites 
the show went on. 

Buffington barked, “We made a 
kine of our show before Steffner 
had a script.” Buffington’s pro- 
gram, “Your Hidden Talent,” made 
its debut on KTLA yesterday 
(Mon.), a week later than skedded, 
the producer averring show wasn’t 
ready production-wise at time orig- 
inally skedded. 


Hub Won't Interfere 
On TV Bout ‘Blackouts’ 


Boston, May 26. 
A bill which would prevent fight 
promoters from blacking out the 
TV coverage of local fights in this 
area, previously approved by the 
Massachusetts Senate, was defeat- 
ed in the House of Representatives 
last week. Proposed bill, an after- 
math of the recent hassle between 
promoters of the Carter-Collins 
fight at the Boston Garden and 
Gillette, the TV sponsors, with 
Hub blacked out to insure a profit- 
able gate, was result of biasts in 

majority of local dailies. 
_Record-American sports colum- 
nists tabbed the bill “socialistic” 
and in “violation of free enter- 
prise,” pointing out that the forc- 
ing of promoters to allow televising 
of fights would undoubtedly put 

the bankrollers out of business. 


NBC Radio Pickup For 
H’wood Bowl Concerts 


_NBC Yadio will air a series of 
eight full-hour concerts from the 
Hollywood Bowl, beginning Sun- 
day, July 19. Musical makeup of 
the program, to be heard from 4 
to 5 p. m., is yet to be determined. 

The Sunday hour is now held by 
the sustainers, “G. I. Joe” and 
“Jason and the Golden Fleece.” 
After a hiatus, “Jason” will return, 
but “Joe” probably will be dropped. 


1 Up, 2 Down for Garry 


The Garry Moore Show has 
gained one and lost two sponsors. 
_ Best Foods is cancelling out of 
its Wednesday spot on the CBS-TV 
afternoon strip after the program 
of June 10, and Duffs is dropping 
alternate Mondays after the show 
of June 15. 

Purex Co., for Dry Bleach, takes 
tne first 15 minutes of the half-hour 
show on Wednesdays, beginning 
Aug. 26. Agency is Foote, Cone & 
Belding. 

Moves leave the Moore show two 
sponsors shy of a sellout. 


ANTA TV ‘Showcase’ 

An ANTA dramatic tele show, 
which Vinton Freedley may emcee 
and produce, has been packaged by 
MCA. 

Show probably will be called 
“The ANTA Showcase.” 








a 

















Denver—Sheldon W. Peterson, 
news director for KLZ, was pre- 
sented with the Big Hat award, 
emblematic of excellence in news 
reporting, at ceremonies held at 
the Univ. of Colorado on May 16. 
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RADIO-TELEVISION 





_ “Chi TV Parlays a Myth 


Into B.0. lnventiveness 


‘By JULES HERBUVEAUX 
Chicago. 


The Chicago technique?- It’s a myth—a myth fabri- 
cated out of the whole cloth of expediency. It was born 
in an atmosphere distinguished by a lack of money, facili- 
ties and big names, but blessed with ideas and inventive- 
ness. From its beginning, the Chicago approach to TV 
production was predicated on the realization that we had 
to come up with something different—something wholly 
TV and neither Broadway nor Hollywood—to capture the 
eve and imagination of an audience already becoming 
jaded by 17-inch views of chorus limes, fancy sets and a 
parade of high-priced talent. 

We faced three cold facts. One, our studio facilities 
were restricted and we weren't going to play to studio 
audiences. So we aimed all our efforts at the one, two or 
three-person audience at home. Two, while our town is 
loaded with capable artists, there were very few top 


* names in residence. So we took our talent and dressed 


it with origigglity. Third, it takes a lot of money io turn 
out even the most simple TV show and our budgets were 
small. So we cut corners and strived for simplicity. 

We wanted no imitations, not only to satisfy our own 
peculiar brand of Chicago vanity, but because we couldn't 
compete with the coasts on their own terms. On the draw- 
ing board, our first efforts looked puny by comparison, 
but. as often happehs in this business, we underestimated 
the appetite of the audience, somewhat gorged by TV's 
banquet fare. It liked the lighter, simpler stuff we had 
to offer, and demanded more. 


| The Chi Ingredients 


The Chicago technique doesn’t represent a mysterious 
alchemy of secret ingredients. Start with a liberal meas- 
ure of creativeness: add darn litle dough; an occasional 
dash of unique talent like Burr Tillstrom; a heavier sea- 
soning of solid, competent, artists like Bergen Evans and 
Win Stracke along with the “Hawkins Falls” and “Super 
Circus” gangs, plus original ideas like “Zoo Parade” and 
“Ding Donz School,” and you've almost got it. Wrap the 








thing up with careful planning—we can’t afford to put. 


‘em in the air unless they're gonna’ fiy—and tie the pack- 
age with production skills tempered by a2 minimum of 
tools and gadgets. There's your Chicago package... 

The big variety extravaganzas come closest to provid- 
ing all entertainment things to all people. We can’t match 
them, although Chicago's earlier efforts at variety shows, 
like “Garroway at Large” and the “Wayne King Show” 
really clicked with viewers and gave a hefty boost to the 
rising star of Chicago TV. 

“Ding Dong School” was created specifically for pre- 
schoolers; “Creative Cookery” for the housewife; “Walt’s 
Workshop” for the guy who’s — or thinks he’s handy 
around the house; “Jet Pilot” for the teenager with a fly- 
ing bug, and “How Does Your Garden Grow?” for the 
window-box gardener. 

We can credit part of our present performance to the 
fact that we had no mother to guide us. When the cable 
opened, all program origination points were wrestling 
with their own problems in their own way, and no general 
set of rules existed. 

The result won our town a lot of critical acclaim and 
made it more than just a mid-continent switching point. 
We're proud and grateful for whatever impression the 
Chicago touch has made on the industry, but this is no 
time to be smug. 

No, we don’t have a patent on the Chicago style. It’s 
just a name for something that started here but could be 
done anywhere. 


Chi's Got the Talent 


By RAYMOND A. JONES 
(Exec Secretary, Chicago AFTRA) 





: Chicago. 
Chicago has all the necessary talent for radio and tele- 
vision production, with the possible exception of big 
names. And despite the concentration of stars in New 
York and Hellywood, a surprising number of Chicago 
radio-TV performers are in the over $50,000-a-year 
bracket.. 

Back in 1937, when AFTRA was organized, more daily 
broadcasts were originating in Chicago than In New 


“York, with Los Angeles a poor third. Paid up members . 


were about 700 at the start, and held this level until the 
middle forties. " 


The membership has not slipped too extremely, since - 


the AFTRA membership averages more than 600 today. 

Add to this the Actors Equity membership of around 
300 and the AGVA roster of about 1,500, plus a horde of 
good musicians, both pop and classical, a supply of ex- 
cellent singers and a more than adequate list of top-flight 
writers, directors and producers and you have the vital 
Chicago talent story. 

Take a show like “Hawkins Falls”—it has a top rating 
and a remarkably low cost-per-thousand. The boys who 
developed that program knew that there were plenty of 
fine professionals available, but when the “right” one 
didn’t show up for a specific spot, they sought him out 
by holding auditions. 

In the last year “Hawkins Falls” has used almost 100 
different actors and actresses. They found them here. 

“Super Circus,” another production representative of 
» the Chicago scene, has no difficulty in selecting and pre- 


senting fine specialty acts, week after week, from AGVA’s | 


—S roster. 

ake a look at “Breakfast Club”— it’s in its 20th 

selling merchandise. . Ages 
Another indication of the Chicago talent presence is the 

fact that 10 years ago there was a single strawhat thea- 

tre here. This sumimer there will be eight. This winter 

a stock company was operated successfully at the Show- 

case theatre. 


We've a fierce pride in Chicago and we don’t expect an 


advertiser to buy a program just because it originates . 


here. But it was Chicago's know-how and talent that de- 
veloped “Kukla, Fran & Ollie,” “Ding Dong School,” 
“Garroway at Large,” ‘Studs Place,” “Down You Go,” and 
all the others. 
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It’s Commertial--So What? 


By JUDITH WALLER 
(Director, Office of Public Affairs and Education, 
NBC Central Division) 
. Chicago. 

Early in the days of television in Chicago those of us 
concerned with the planning and programming of educa- 
tional and public service features saw the tremendous, 
almost terrifying possibilities in the new medium ‘for our 
particular interest. We were convinced that practically 
any form of education, and at any age level—excluding 
for obvious reasons the highly technical fields—could be 
effectively presented through the video tube. 

Education as the textbooks defined for us, is a process 
of mental development of enlarging horizons so to enable 
a better understanding and appreciation of the world 
around us. 

Such development, we concluded, need not be formal- 
ized through numerous ways and processes. And tele- 
vision could offer new, challenging and exciting methods 





_of furthering education. 


Indulging in introspection, we took a long, soul-search- 
ing look among ourselves, asking “What place should a 
commercial station have in the educational field?” 

The answer, we deduced; was “Just as large a place as 
we can effectively occupy.” The public schools and the 
college level learning centers cannot assume the entire 
project of educating the human race in this modern age, 
be it in the ivy-covered walls or by radio and/or tele- 


vision. The difference between the TV channel restricted 
to education and that operated for commercial purposes 
is net in those channels themselves, but in the intent of 
those persons who use them, and who should thus be held 
accountable for the program content sent forth. 

With further introspective examination we realized that 
our commercial station facilities, with the technical know- 
how of producers, directors, camera crews, lighting spe- 
cialists and all the rest of the behind-the-scenes personnel 
needed to put a successful program on a TV channel, were 
well equipped physically to carry through almost any con- 
ceivable education programming idea that might be pro- 
posed. 

We also realized that oftentimes those who oversee the 
destinies of commercial station programming, through 
their ability to think in visual terms and their insight into 
that which appeals to the public’s eyes and ears, might 
well be better equipped to build and present shows that 
would enlarge horizons and develop mental processes than 
those whose entire scope was narrowed to the academic 
field. 





Limbering Up With Lumber 


Turning to the specific, we at WNBQ, Chicago-NBC key 
TV station, slipped into the educational TV field through 
a side door. “Walt’s Workshop,” a how-to-do-it type of 
home woodshop program, was one of our earliest ventures 
—not educational in the strictest sense of the word, but 
definitely instructional. Sponsorship of this program was 
offered almost immediately, and appropriately by a lum- 
ber company. The program, still with its original spon- 
sor, recently celebrated its fourth anniversary, and is 
more popular than ever. 


“Is Walt’s Workshop any less educational for the home- 
owner, the amateur carpenter and the interested youth 
because it is sponsored?” we asked ourselves. The an- 
swer was a resounding “NO!” . ° 


Encouraged by this initial success we soon introduced 
“Zoo Parade,” an informational program affording all 
children and their parents opportunity to become familiar 
with the zoo animals and their characteristics, appear- 
ances and work and play habits. This type of knowledge, 
too, we knew to be important in the overall learning proc- 
ess. The program, marking its fourth birthday in May of 
this year, was an immediate success and soon acquired a 
sponsor. And by this sponsorship it extended its audi- 
ence from the Chicago area to a full network presenta- 
tion, thus reaching into the far corners of our country. 
Less education for this? We most sincerely think not. 

We soon followed this with “Mr. Wizard,” a weekly pro- 
gram starring Don Herbert devoted to the explanation in 
simple terms of the natural phenomena of every day life. 
While slanted to the junior high school comprehension 
level, the 3,000 “Mr. Wizard” Science clubs in 42 states 
have active members ranging in age from a few years to 
a venerable 80! Another example of a commercially-spon- 
sored educational program on a commercial station. 

Our first attempt at unadulterated college-level educa- 
tion was in a program titled “Live and Learn.” The title 
was cast to be as non-stuffy and unpedantic as possible, 
but the curriculum served up has been without compro- 
mise. Anthropology, economics, the management of men 
and criminology have been some of the monthly subjects, 
delivered weekly by leading university authorities from 
Chicago area colleges and universities. — ‘ 

Televised in a simulated academic lecture ball setting, 
the fare has in many instances been steep—but the re- 
sponse gratifying. 

At the opposite end of the educational totem pole, we 
decided—and not without admitted fears and secret cross- 
ing of fingers—to establish a program for pre-school 
youngsters, roughly in the three-to-four year age bracket. 

Turning to the field of professional nursery education 
for advice we found Frances Horwich, formerly chairman 
of the department of education at Chicago’s Roosevelt 
College and also a former president of the Association of 
Nursery Schools. The result—“Ding Dong Sehool,” re- 
cently honored with the Peabody Award as the best chil- 





dren’s program of 1952—needs no description at this 


point. 


| Have Your Cake & Eat It, Too | 


The School, after its reception in Chicago, was inevi- 
tably destined to become a network program, and also 
inevitably destined to become a commercially-sponsored 
program. Again, sponsorship has enabled a program of 
worthwhile creative activity for youth to be experienced 
literally coast-to-coast, It is significant that, of the count- 
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Chi’s TV Imagination Vs, 
Radio City Panjandrums 


By STUDS TERKEL 


e Chicago. 

Comes the time when the definitive history of Ty’. 
First Decade is written, a wistful footnote might be de- 
voted to the palmy era of The Chicago School. 

No epitaph is intended. Crepe hanging time is not yet. 
Chicago's die-hardness is reflected in the heroic crusade 
(quixotic, cynics might dub it) of Chicago Unlimited 
and a handful of rugged packagers. “Ding Dong Schoo)” 
is scoring mightily with the rompers set and, by the time 
this issue appears, Win Stracke and his animal sidekicks 
will probably have joined Miss Frances in an excellent 
pre-school parlay. The odds are another Chicago show 
or-two might make it, might, too, earn a benign pat from 
the Eastern panjandrums. 

But that’s as far as it goes. 

No point in kidding ourselves. A lot of the time it 
appears that the cards are stacked against Chicago by 
the Big Dealers on the sunny side of the Hudson. The 
fate of “Garroway at Large,” “Studs’ Place,” and the 
current cuffing administered to “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” 
are wearisome indication. 

That the Manhattan monkey-monks smothered Chicago 
as a network origination centre is not surprising. The 
eyebrow-lifter is their permitting it to flower in the first 
place. This may have been attributable not so much to 
an experimental urge as to the newness of the medium 
at the time and the state of anarchy that_prevailed. But 
once Order stepped in—Order, Radio City fashion—Imazgi- 
nation fied. ; . 


Freedom From Tension | 


A slight moral may be pointed by tomorrow’s. TV 
historian. During Chicago’s Glory Day, any numiber of 
theories were advanced to explain the freshness of the 
midwestern tack. One astute critic dove in so deeply 
as to cite the Toynbee concept of history. None touched 
upon the most simple explanation. 


Chicago programs, circa 1949-51, were free from ten- 
sion. The actor, director and writer were unencumbered 
by advice and off-the-top suggestion from The Man in 
the Brooks Bros. Suit. 


Out here, the blue chips were not on the table. Time 
was not of the Essence. Out here, a casual master of 
ceremonies, speaking gently, wandered about a studio. 
And nobody pushed him. Out here, a young genius and 
a charming ex-lowa school teacher enjoyed themselves. 
And nobody pushed them. Out here, a disk jockey, a jazz 
piano man, a folk singer and a deft actress_ improvised 
at sunning a lunch room. And nobody pushed them. 

Neither climate nor sun spots nor Toynbee explains the 
Chicago School. It’s the ridiculously simple formula >f 
allowing artists to call upon their own, their inner re- 
sources. To be themselves. 

New York has far more actors, writers and directors 
than Chicago. A two plus two truism. Yet, Garroway 
would have been given the heave-ho his first day in a 
Manhattan studio ‘today he is accepted in the village 
of stretch runners, where you're alone when the race 
begins, lose your jockey when you're trailing—but when 
you come home a laughing winner you share your laurel 
wreath with sudden sidekicks); a Tillstram ‘the most 
imaginative talent TV has thus far produced) would have 
been ridiculed; a Studs’ Place would have been pad- 
locked after one performance (whaddaya mean, “dialog 
by cast?” I wannt see the script so I can okay it. How 
can I okay what I don't see in print? And I mean big 
print. We do everything big in New York). 

The ironic truth is that New York, talentwise, could 
produce scores of programs of the Chicago School vin- 
tage. But only when the upper echelon noggins there are 
filled with more than Straw and Stereotype. Perhaps, 
one day, maturity will come to Madison Avenue. 


On that day, the Pirates will cop the pennant. 











less thousands of letters received by “Miss Frances,” a 
scant dozen have been critical of the injection of com- 
mercial] materials in the program, while on the other hand 
hundreds of parents have offered their congratulations on 
the effectiveness of the commercial handling carried out 
by Frances Horwich! - 

There are no doubt those who, wanting to. have their 
cake and eat it as well, would like to see top caliber edu- 
cational programs, obviously with top caliber people, of- 
fered as daily fare without the injection of the “lowly” 
commercial. From a strictly purist point of view this may 
at first seem to have some merit. 

On the other hand, without added income no station 
can afford to sustain the cumulative financial load of the 
many educational and/or cultural programs that its facili- 
ties are equipped ta. provide, nor can it secure Onee con- 


tinuing basis the top-flight professional talent essential to 
the very success of the program. 


The half-hour time spots in desirable periods of the 
day and week, when a maximum number of viewers can 
derive the benefits of the programs, are obviously also 
highly desirable time spots for other types of commer- 
cial shows. These periods cannot be continually set aside 
on a sustaining basis without real loss to the station. 

Thus—sponsorship; and, where sponsorship and pro- 
gram can effectively merge, the results are both first rate 
programming for the commercial station, which in turn 


benefits the sponsor, and enla rizons of the 
viewing. public. — 


So, in the broadest possible sense, television is fast be- 
coming a vital aid in the whole process of education. 
Whether that education is acquired from the video signal 
of an edueational or a commercial station is of little im- 
portance, if the viewers truly believe that what they see 
is vital to their mental development. Are not the com- 
mercial stations, therefore, justified in believing they are 
honestly making a contribution in the field of education? 

Personally, I believe they are, and am, therefore, in- 
clined to the cynical query: yes, it’s commercial—so what? 
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CHI PROOF IN NIELSEN PUDDING 





Chi Network Originations 


TELEVISION 


Camel News Caravan (NBC) 6:45-7 p. m., Wed., Fri., Clint Youle 
weather inserts. R. J. Reynolds. 

Ding Dong School (NBC) 9-9:30 a. m., Mon. thru Fri., Scott Paper; 
General Mills; Minnésota Mining. 

Down You Go (DuMont) 9:30-10 p. m., Fri., Carter Prod.; Helene 
€urtis. 

Hail the Champ (ABC) 10:30-11 a. m., alternate Saturdays. Fred W. 
Amend Co. 

Hawkins Falls (NBC) 4-4:15 p. m., Mon. thru Fri. Sustaining. 

Kukla, Fran & Ollie (NBC) 3-3:30 p. m., Sun. Radio Corp. of 
America. 

Mr. Wizard (NBC) 6-6:30 p. m., Sat. (Produced by Cereal Institute. 
carried as public service sustainer.) 

Paul Harvey News (ABC) 10-10:15 p. m., Sun. Burton Dixie Corp. 

Quiz Kids (CBS) 9-9:30 p. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Super Circus (ABC) 45 p. m., Sun. Kellogg and Mars. 

Today (NBC) 7-9 a. m., Mon. thru Fri. (Occasional five min. live 
pickups: on this N. Y. show.) 


The Music Show (DuMont) 8-8:30 p. m., Tues. Sustaining. 

Welcome Travelers (NBC) 2:30-3 p. m., Mon. thru Fri. P & G; 
Ecko; Nash-Kelvinator. 

Wrestling From Rainbo (ABC) 8:30-10 p. m., Wed., Co-op. 

Wrestling From Marigold (DuMont) 8:30-10 p. m., Sat. Co-op. 

Zoo Parade (NBC) 3:30-4 p. m., Sun. Quaker Oats Co. 


RADIO 


Alex Dreier (NBC regional) 7-7:15 a. m., Mon. thru Fri. Skelly Oil. 

American Farmer (ABC) 11:30-12 n., Sat. Sustaining. F 

Back to God (Mutual) 8:30-9 a. m., Sun. Christian Reformed Church. 

Big City Serenade (NBC) 4-4:30 p. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Breakfast Club (ABC) 8-9 a. m., Mon. thru Fri. O’Cedar:; Bobbi and 
White Rain; Swift; Philco. 

Carnival of Beoks (NBC) 8:45-9 a. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Chicago Theatre of the Air (Mutual) 9+10 p. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Cliff's Family (Mutual) 8:15-9 a. m., Mon. thru Fri. Co-op. 

Clifton Utley News (NBC) 10:15-10:30 p. m., Sun.; 9:30-9:35 p. m., 
Mon. thru Fri. Sustaining. 

Club Time (ABC) 5:45-6 p. m., Sat. Club Aluminum. 

Concert Studie (ABC) 8:30-9 p. m., Mon. Sustaining. .- 

Crime Files of Flamond (Mutual) 7-7:30 p. m., Wed. General Mills: 
R. J. Reynolds. 

Design for Listening (NBC) 1:30-2 p. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Discovery (ABC) 7-7:15 p. m., Tues. Sustaining. 

Down You Go (Mutual) 6:30-6:55 p. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Enchanted Hour (Mutual) 7:30-8 p. m., Sun. Sustaining. 

Fascinating Rhythm (ABC) 4:45-5 p. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Faultless Starch Time (NBC regional) 10-10:45 a. m., Sun. Faultless 
Starch Co. 

Fifth Army Band (Mutual) 1:30-2 p. m., Sat. Sustaining. 

Fine Arts Quartet (ABC) 10-10:30 a m., Sun. Sustaining. 

Fun Factory (ABC) 5:15-5:30 p. m., Mon. thru Fri. Sustaining. 

Game of the Day (Mutual) 1:30-4 p. m. (Averages about two games 
daily from Chi.). Falstaff Beer. 

Hall of Fantasy (Mutual) 7:30-8 p. m., Mon. Co-op. 

Headline News with Holl Engle (Mutual) 10:25-10:30 a. m., 
Mon. thru Fri.- S. C. Johnson & Son. 

Ladies Fair (Mutual) 10-10:25 a. m.. Mon. thru Fri. Sterling Drugs. 

Man on the Farm (Mutual) 12-12:30 p. m., Sat. Quaker Oats. 

Music For Moderns (NBC) 11:05-11:30 p. m., Sun.; 10:30-11 p. m., 

_ Wed. and Fri. Sustaining. 

National Farm and Home Hour (NBC) 12-12:30 p. m., Sat. Allis 
Chalmers Mfgr. Co. 

a Reviewing Stand (Mutual) 10:30-11 a. m., Sun. Sus-* 
aining. 

Paul Harvey, News (ABC) 99:15 p. m., Sun. Burton Dixie Corp. 


Paul Harvey, News (ABC) 12-12:15 p. m., Mon, thru Fri. Co-op. 
Quiz Kids (CBS) 9-9:30 p. m., Sun. Sustaining. 

Robert Hurleigh (Mutual) 8-8:15 a. m.,.Mon. thru Fri. Co-op. 
Silver Eagle (ABC) 6:30-6:55 p. m., Tues. and Thurs. General Mills. 
Sky King (Mutual) 5:30-5:55 p. m., Tues. and Thurs. Derby Foods. 
Sports Roundup (ABC) 10:15-10:30 p. m., Tues. thru Fri. Sustaining. 
Surprise, Serenade (NBC) 10:30-11 p. m., Mon. Sustaining. 

This Farming Business (NBC regional) 7-7:15 a. m., Sat. Skelly Oil. 
This Week in Music (ABC) 4:30-5 p. m., Sun. Sustaining. 

Top Tunes with Trendler (Mutual) 2-2:30 p. m., Sun. Sustaining. 
Univ. of Chicago Round Table (NBC) 12:30-1 p. m., Sun. Sustainiing. 
Welcome Travelers (NBC) 9-9:30 a. m., Mon. thru Fri. Procter & 


Gamble. 
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No matter how good the ideas 
and talent offered by Chicago ra- 
dio and television—and no matter 
{how many recognized awards are 
|won by Chicago originations, the 
|ultimate question which must be 
|answered about Chicago shows it: 
“What happens when they are put 
to the commercial test?” 
anything to indicate that the ge- 


AYOFE 











| ography of a program's origination | 
|has any influence upon the win, | 


place and show positions in the 
ratings sweepstakes? 

To find out, Variety asked A. C 
Nielsen & Co. to run some special 
tabs on Chicago-originated, spon- 
sored network TV and radio stan- 
zas and to permit publication of 
this usually restricted material. In 
addition, Variety also checked 
April, 1953. ARB ratings to con- 
firm the Nielsen findings. 

The overall conclusions that 
emerged from this two-way rating 





|implications for network advertis- 
| they are getting for their radio 
‘or TV dollar. 
: Four (‘onclusions 
Four key conclusions emerged: 
| 1. Virtually all Chicago spon- 
| sored network TV and radio 

originations rate well above 
average for that program type 
and/or have a lower cost per 
thousand homes reached than 
their type’s average. 
2. Irrespective of network, the 
vast majority of Chi TV and 
radio network shows hold the 
top rating in their time 
periods. 
3. Most Chicago created pro- 
grams in both radio and TV 
are among the top rated ve- 
hicles on their particular net- 
works in the daytime, in the 
evening, and on Saturday or 
Sunday. 
4. Most Chicago shows are 
among the top two or three in 
their program category and 
often ‘rack up _ respectable 
digits against some rather 
formidable competition. 

It’s apparent too that this per- 
formance record is so consistent 
and the number of shows involved 
sufficiently large to make these 
conclusions valid, 

Before getting into the specifics 
of the rating picture, however, it 
might be well to examine the sig- 
nificance of these findings for cost- 
conscious sponsors, 

The average sponsor is a guy 
who is most likely to buy an av- 
erage show. When he goes out to 
purchase a vehicle he isn’t likely 
to get a Lucy, a Godfrey or a 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Is there | 


analysis have some rather startling | 


‘ers who are concerned about what | 


The Class and the Camera 


By BERGEN EVANS 
(B. A., M.A., B. Litt. (Oxon), Ph.D., Emcee ‘Down You Go’) 
Chicago. 

People are always asking which is more fun, teaching or television? 
Is it easier to face a class than a camera? Who is more tyrannical, a 
student or a sponsor? 

Well, it’s an open secret that television pays more money, and only 
25 years of teaching can really prepare a man to appreciate money. 
But other values are more difficult to weigh. The teacher certainly 
has some immediate and lasting satisfactions. The flash of under- 
standing in a student's face, the burst of laughter that marks a class’ 
sudden comprehension of a new point of view—or the murmur of 
amazeinent, or even disapprobation, that greets an unpopular assertion— 
are solid rewards. The television or radio performer knows that he is 
| reaching a much larger audience, but he is reaching them With much 
less. Most of the important things in life are strictly taboo on the 
air and what can be said must be implied or hidden in wit. Bootlegged, 
as it were. This, of course, offers a challenge and an excitement in 





itself and among the millions—as many amusing and often learned 
letters testify—there are many thousands who are listening in a double 
sense. 


Television has one great advantage over teaching: there is much 
more friendliness among the performers, far less egotism and pom- 
pousness. 

As far as the mere physical surroundings go, the classroom is cer- 
tainly more peaceful than the studio. An instructor has to keep an 
eye only on his notes, the clock and—if he is conscientious—the yawns 
of the students. But a television M. C., under blinding lights, must 
gaze fixedly at the lens of the camera and yet manage, somehow, to 
see the signals of the floor director, to catch the warnings of a hidden 
light on his desk and to study the faces of the panel members to see 
which one to call on. Meanwhile he must seem relaxed, think up 
clever things to say and refrain from saying even cleverer things that 
| he does think up. 
| A big class, of course, has its own kind of strains. The young have 
a dangerous surplus of vitality which is ready to erupt into horseplay 
/at the slightest excuse, and the instructor knows (it is his most des- 
| perately-kept secret) that he would be powerless to stop it once it got 
| Started. Yet he has to let it simmer continually if it is not to blow 
| up. It’s always there, a cheerful menace. A _ student audience, 
|}even though a captive audience, is not a,studio audience; they can’t 
be cued to laughter and applause. They are often openly hostile or, 
| worse still, sleepy. 
| It's a happy life that can have the rewards of both. They are well 
| worth the strains of both. 
| 
} 
| 


Herbuveaux Gets This Is Your Life’ 
Treatment as Chi TV ‘Man of Year’ 


Chicago, May 26. | vet of over 30 years in Chi radio 

Chicago television, acknowledged | 2nd television. 
as a pace setter and not a copycat/ Mintz, sitting at the piano as he 
in production techniques, leaned | does on his nightly WNBQ program 


: GP: |of reminiscences, began unfoldin 
heavily on Ralph Edwards’ “This Is | the life story of the as-yet —_ 


Your Life” format when the indus- | named man of the year. 

try paid tribute to one of the Windy! Herbuveaux was sitting at the 
City’s top radio-TV execs as the speakers’ Gable, unaware that he 
Chicago Television Council named | was the man to be honored, but he 
Jules Herbuveaux |}did a knowing double take when 





“Man of the 
Year” in TV. : 

A turnaway crowd attended the 
CTC luncheon last Wednesday (20) 
to hear and see the treatment given 
the life story of Herbuveaux, as- 


o&o0’s WMAQ and WNBQ. 

Walter Schwimmer, toastmaster 
of the “Man of the Year’ Segment 
of the luncheon, gave a brief ac- 
colade to Chicago, past, present 
and future, then turned the mike 
over to Herbie Mintz, himself a 








$2,000,000 In Chi 
Biz For ABC-TV 


Chicago, May 26. 

ABC-TV Central Division sales 
department wrapped up over °$2,- 
000,000 in network billings last 
week. é 

_ John Norton, Jim Stirton, Jerry 
Vernon and their TY peddlers 
came up with three new sales and 
one renewal. Armour, through 
Foote, Cone & Belding, starts Oct. 
9 with alternate week sponsorship 
of Paul Hattman’s vidpic, “Pride 
of the Family.” “Smilin’ Ed Me- 
Connell,” which the net grabbed 
from CBS, starts Aug. 22 under the 
Brown Shoe banner. Ralston-Pu- 
rina renewed “Space Patrol” start- 
ing Sept. 5. These three shows 
will ride a 50-station -ABC-TVY 

A regional hookup was set up for 
Standard Oil of Indiana's full 12- 
game home schedule of the Chi 
profootballers, Cardinals and 
Bears. Sunkist is picking up the 
last half hour of “Super Circus” 
for the summer, subbing for Mars 
Candy, which returns to this lot in 
the fall. Kellogg is under contract 
for the first half hour of “Super 
Circus” for the rest of 1953. 


Chicago. 

In setting up a television re- 
mote, be ready and willing to com- 
| promise. Whether you are or not 
you'll have to anyway, because 
you'll find that the field, stadium 
or arena you'll be working in was 
not constructed to accommodate 
television. You'll also find that the 
cost of any desired remodeling to 
give you ideal conditions for your 
pickup will be prohibitive. So com- 
promise from the start and hope 
for the best. : 

In arranging a remote pickup, 
the initial move is to make an en- 
gineering and production survey. 
The purpose of this is to select 
camera positions, to make sure that 
working facilities for reporters and 
announcers are available, to deter- 
mine whether the transmission 
will be via AT&T lines or micro- 
wave relay, and to make sure that 
there is adequate power, which us- 
ually is not available. Other prob- 
lems include securing. parking 
space for the remote unit, outlin- 








By DON COOK 


ing the general format for cover- 
ing the event and, if it is an in- 
door pickup, mgking sure that 
there is sufficient light. 

In planning a remote from a 
production viewpoint there are 
three important aspects to con- 
sider: (1) Will we be able to pre- 
sent a good clear picture? (2) Will 
we be able to put together « se- 
quence of pictures that makes 
sense? (3) Will be prepared to han- 
die the unpredictables or “emer- 
gencies?” In4his category are such 
things as a second baseman drop- 
ping the ball, a skirmish with ref- 
erees or umpires, an unexpected 
move on the basketball court or 
the football field. ; 

Following the production engi- 
neering survey, our next step is to 
get a commercial script, which is 
usually provided by the agency. 
This gives us a chance te map out 
a plan for integrating commercials 
with the activity to be covered. 
Frequently we find that the com- 
mercial requirements sometimes 





Chi Primer For TV Remotes 
(& Make Sure You Got Some Action) 


(Assistant program manager, WGN-TV) 


are a determining factor in the 
placement of the cameras, some- 
times mean the addition of another 
camera for commercial purposes. 
Also, in advance, we have to de- 
vise a working plan for coordinat- 
ing slides, film and live studio com- 
mercials, depending on which are 
used. ' 


| Briefing the Cameramen 


Another important preliminary 
step in planning coverage of a re- 
mote assignment is briefing cam- 
eramen in ad¢ance, so that each 
man knows the roie or phase of 
activity he is to cover. 

WGN-TV carries one of the 
heaviest remote schedules in the 
country. At the present time we 
average about 35 programs from 
remote locations in the course of a 
week. Our schedules include all 
the daytime home games of both 
major-league teams in Chicago— 
the Cubs and the White Sox. And 
fortunately, now in our sixth year 


(Continued on page 84) 











sistant general manager of NBC 


Mintz told of the man being born 
in Utica, and later moving to Mon- 
treal and Chicago. 

Without mentioning his name, 
Mintz told of Herbuveaux forsak- 
ing his math books for his saxo- 
| phone in high sghool. After a war- 
time navy hitch, Herbuveaux took 
a daytime job as office manager for 
Booth Fisheries, but kept playing 
his sax at weekend affairs. A year 
or so later Herbuveaux organized 
his band—with such names as 
Benny Goodman, Ben Pollack, Bix 
Beiderbecke, Louis Panico, Roy 
Bargy and Jack Russell, now an 
agent. 

Herbuveaux got into radio in 
1924 when his band was picked up 
on a remote from a westside ball- 
room by WTAS, Elgin, Ill. When 
playing at the Palmer House, the 
band got a Brunswick recording 
contract. 


At this point in the narration, 
Mintz used to play a 1926 re- 
cording of “Rose Colored Glasses” 
by the Herbuveaux outfit—and 
named the bandsmen — vocalist 
Frank Sylvano, now-a Chi restau- 
rateur; pianist Bernard (Whitey) 
Berquist, now assistant musical di- 
rector of NBC, (hi.; trumpeter Rex 
Maupin, now i ABC musical di- 
rector; saxophonist Joey Mangano; 
trombonist Johnny Carsella and 
drummer Harry Buddinger, both 
now with NBC. 

Mintz then turned the program 
back to Schwimmer, who intro- 
duced the bandleader and sax solo- 
ist on the disk, and “Man of the 
Year” in Chicago TV, Jules Herbu- 
veaux. This was the day’s first 
mention of the Her ux name, 
and the luncheon g gave him 
a standihg ovation. 

Schwimmer told the audience of 
Herbuveaux’s behind - the - sgenes 
work, with little recognition be- 
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Chicago’s ‘.é-for- Quality Stations 


RADIO STATION ; TELEVISION STATION 


WMAQ W NBO 


30 years of service now in its 5th year 





; - 16 awards for excellence in programming 
Quality programs to WMAQ and WNBQ so far in 1953! 
Proof of WMAQ-WNBQ’s established lead- 

ership. 













WMAQ regularly serves approximately 
4 million Middle West families... 85°% of 


them in the middle or upper income 























groups. \\ 
WNBO reaches more Chicagoland homes 
weekly than any other TV station. 


























WMAQ local advertising in first 4 months 
bring Vuantity sales 0653 up 75% over 52. Proof that WMAQ 


sells! 


WNBQ leads all other Chicago TV 


stations in national spot advertising. First 
quarter increase of 6.8% over 7°52. Proof 
that WNBQ sells! 
7 | Sources: Nielsen Coverage Service, American 
Research Bureau, TV Rorabaugh Report 
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REPRESENTED BY NBC SPOT SALES 
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a | IN RADIO- IN TELEVISION — 
WGN’s Weekly Daytime Circulation Is In April, an Advertising Agency 
2,199,090 Homes Wrote WGN-TV: 
85% are in the middle and upper income "The leads developed from a single 
- brackets. announcement on your program were 
ia ¢ better than four times any other tele- 
3 55% of these are non-TV homes. . vision show that we have utilized. 
@ 56% are homes which own cars with radios. This is all the more remarkable in that 
the prices quoted by you were virtually 
And 67% of these homes have 3 or more double the prices that had been used 
persons in the family. on some of the previous programs."* 
If you want coverage—if you want to reach people 
with high incomes—a great audience untouched by if =~ want RESULTS in Chicago—{and who 
TV—WGN is your answer in Chicago. doesn't) make your best television buy 
Figures from Nielsen Coverage Service “Farther details’ en request, <> 
° « o e 
; Chi ll ae ll 
pf A Clear Channel Station me as ae I | : i 
Ee Serving the Middle West —— TaN Ui 
5 , 720 i! : Ne 
ej MBS On Your Dial ELE i) Ry 
Chieage office for Minneapolis-St. Paul, Detreit, Cincinnati and Milwaukee gn EA Z 
Eastern Seles Office: 220 E. 42nd Street, New York 17, N.Y. fer New York City, Philadelphia and Besten ER we : Z A Z 
a } susliinaa iudl Ge ton pate Cities = 65 CHICAGO 
pce z Leos Angeles—411 W. Sib Street , New York—S00 Sth Avenve . Atlanta—223 Peachtree Street z é ’ 
5 Be Chicago—307 N. Michigan Avenue , San Francisro—625 Market Street The Chicago Tribune Television Station 
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| “HERE'S TO CHICAGO TALENT— 
| THE GREATEST!” | 


TALENT, ING., 35 cos: worker vive 


if MARY G. DOOLING, Director 
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radio 
television : 
motion pictures 
slide films 
conventions 


sales meetings 
modeling 
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CLIFF JOHNSON 
FAMILY 


Clitt, Louella, 
Sandra, Pamela, Linda, 


Vicki, Cliff Jr. 


WGN-Mutual 


8:15-9 AM—Monday thru Friday 


WGN-TV Saturdays 
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The BREAKFAST CLUB is presented 
Monday. through Friday, 9 to 10 A.M., EDT, 
on the ABC RADIO NETWORK by 
SWIFT & CO., PHILCO CORPORATION, 
O-CEDAR CORP’N and BOBBI-WHITE RAIN 
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5 " all America 










































‘hes a local children’s show with so much good business, such high audience popularity, 
and tremendous sales results as 
| WBBN-TV, Channel 4, in Chi 
i On W “iV, LRGnNE: 4, In LnICago 
. 4:30 to 5:00 P. M. Monday through Friday 7 
| Garfield Goose doesn’t 
3 | talk, which is just as 
: well because his friend, 
My p | Frazier Thomas, talks 
‘ | i superbly with a very 
2% 
a | sensitive understanding 
| of children and a great 
: ability to sell 
good products for his 
: ‘ participating sponsogs. 
i c= ae | 
Chicago, or your nearest CBS Television Spot Sales representative. | 
3 GARFIELD GOOSE AND FRIEND is produced by 
| ‘ ra 
= Personality Features, Inc. 
4 ‘ 49 East Superior Street, Chicago 11, Iilinois . 
1 } PIONEERS IN DAYTIME TELEVISION PROGRAMMING 


























has a local cooking show with so much good business, such high audience popularity, 
and tremendous sales results as 


on WNBQ, Channel 5, in Chicago 


11 A. M. to 12 Noon, Monday through Friday 


err ee ee Ee 


0. oa i OC TR 


Sete tere Te Yt St Sage = ah ao os eis 
| me | | conducted by Francois 
= — ia Pope, director of the 
nationally famous ~ 
. Antoinette Pope School 
__of Fancy Cookery. He is _ 
|, Pope, instructors at the 
handsome men are not 
big-hatted chefs or — 
nutrition-dry home 
economists. They are the 
foremost family inthe 
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For availabilities or waiting list reservations, call Station WNBQ, 
Chicago; or your nearest NBG Television Spot Sales representative. 


CREATIVE COOKERY is produced by 


Personality Features, Inc. 


49 East Superior Street, Chicago 11, Minois 


PIONEERS IN DAYTIME TELEVISION PROGRAMMING 
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TONI GILMAN 


‘DOWN YOU GO” 
“HAWKINS FALLS’ 


WGN-AM ’29 WGN-TV ’53 


ORGE MENARD 


“MAN ON THE FARM” MUTUAL ® “FARMTOWN, U.S.A.” WBBM-TV — CBS 
“LET’S EXERCISE” WBKB — ABC @ “PET SHOP’ DUMONT e “TV GARDEN CLUB” WBBM-TV—CBS 


ED ALLEN 


“LET’S EXERCISE WITH ED ALLEN” for “RANGE RIDER” for 
PURE MILK ASSN., WBKB—ABC NATIONAL FOOD STORES, WNBQ—NBC 
seoodanemenls sees a 
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Watcu MiWizano 


CREATED, WRITTEN BY AND STARRING 


DON HERBERT 


A HERBERT S. LAUFMAN PACKAGE 


* 
JULES PEWOWAR, Producer 








\A ' ° / . i 
Mr. Wizard's Science Secrets 100.000 Child 
Written by Don Herbert ; Naren 
Published by Popular Mechanics Press corry Mr. Wizard's Science Club cards and meet weekly at 
Ist Run, October 15 — 25,000 Copies 4,764 clubs in 42 states, the District of i i 
dat Gun, Gocemdier 1 -- 25800 Copies re $ : op p= & . ct of Columbia and Hawaii, 
Available at All Bookstores — $3 © perform Mr. Wizard's experiments. 












































Hi, LADIES 


BIGGEST DAYTIME TV SHOW IN CHICAGOLAND! 


(WGN-TV, Monday thru Friday, 12-12:45 P.M.) 


srarenc SACK PAYNE 


with THE STARNOTERS @ PAT ROGERS 
MIKE DOUGLAS e JACKIE VAN e@ BOB TRENDLER 
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JOHN HARRINGTON 


WBBM Radio and Television 


NEWS — Monday Thru Friday SPORTS — Monday Thru Friday 


: 6:00- 6:15 P.M., Radio 
se. cu rE cae 10:15-10:25 P.M., Television 


5:15- 5:30 P.M., Radio Saturday Afternoon Radio 


i Football Play by Play 
10:30-10:45 P.M., Television “Game of the Week” 





MUSIC, NEWS AND VIEWS 
7:30-9:30 A.M., Radio, Saturday 

















Pe | P JARIETY Wednesday, May 27, 1953 





























~ Anse oF 
A 4 Se ee ES ae 
OGLE SS RRS He VE 
Se ee A. eee 











G f MEW YORK 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. PLaza 9-3700 
i? CHICAGO 8 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 3, Ill. RAndolph 6-2022 


W-I-N-D aah Tf 
DON || eoise KuMmeR | 


Radio-TV 


C - i c A G O MEIER Slide Films —Pictures 






























































NOW - IN 





AND 6 COUNTY AREA, FOR Director of 


DAYTIME AUDIENCE | “700 PaRaDe” | 


+ ms “WELCOME 
is FE, NIELSEN COVERAGE SERVICE AREA REPORT 
rea STUDY NO. 1 ”? 
| ELERS 
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HUGH 
DOWNS 


* “HAWKINS FALLS" 
NBC-TV 





W-I-N-D reaches an average daily daytime audience of 


827,830 “MR. WIZARD” J) 






Chicago area radio homes 








the most homes per dollar station 








560 Ke. « 5000 Watts 
24 HOURS A DAY 


Represented by AM RADIO SALES CO., NEW YORK, CHICAGO 
Robert Meeker & Associates, West Coes! Representatives 


PP RE ca = 


WAYNE GRIFFIN 


“Wrestling From Rainbo” ABC-TV 


NBC-TV, Chicago 4 , 
























































WBKB’s “Weatherman” 
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| “HONEST, JUDGE, IT’S THE TRUTH!” 


IN THE FACE OF REPORTS THAT THEATRE ATTENDANCE 

IS DECLINING... RADIO INTEREST IS LESSENING... THE PRESENTATION 

OF THE NATIONAL BARN DANCE AT CHICAGO'S 8th STREET THEATRE 

HAS INCREASED BOTH IN ATTENDANCE AND CASH RECEIPTS FOR THE 
FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF 1953 OVER 1952! 


~ PAID ADMISSIONS FIRST QUARTER 1952—34,559 
PAID ADMISSIONS FIRST QUARTER 1953—38,791 


PRICE STILL 95¢ FOR ADULTS — 50c FOR = 


890 KILOCYCLES 
ABC NETWORK AFFILIATE 
Ae 


CHICAGO 7 





50,000 WATTS 
REPRESENTED BY JOHN BLAIR & CO, 












































PAUL 
BARNES 


Ahnouneer, Narrator. Actor 
AM-EM-TV-PIX-LEGIT 


For nineteen years— 
One of the cast, 
All of the eas 
Young or old. 
Native or fereign. 





cans ihieage 


Since its start in Chicago more than twenty years ago, Sarra 


| First Chicago Drama Quartet 
| Chieage Unlimited 

















has been an.advertising photographer. This experience, a staff 





of trained, creative advertising men, and Sarra’s own Tele- 


"BEV YOUNGER 
LES PODEWELL 


vision laboratory, assure you sales-effective commercials... 







from inception to home screen reproduction. 


| Chicago Radio and TV SARA 


| For 15 Years 


ROBERT F. HURLEIGH 


WGN-MUTUAL - 


Specialists in Visual Selling 
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“It Is a Good Thing to Give Thanks . . .” 


Psaims XCIi, 1. 


As | begin another showbusiness year of STAGE, RADIO and TV, I grate- 
fully render thanks to those who have made it possible for me to enjoy 
and profit from my efforts in the cause of good entertainment and 


JIM AMECHE ame 


.. + ¥. S. ELIOT for the privilege of staging the American premiere of “MUR- 
DER IN THE CATHEDRAL.” 
.. . TERESA HELSURN, SHIRLEY BURKE and THE THEATRE GUILD for a } 
break on Broadway with other Young Hopefuls. 
- . « « CROSBY GAIGE, ORSON WELLES and JACK WILDBERG for memorable 
e days in the theatre and stock. 
. . » HENRY SOUVAINE for the SEALTEST show on AM. 
| . . « CARL HAVERLIN and MERRITT TOMPKINS for letting me set up BMI's 
y , famous Program Service. 
| . . » NBC for many network shows, including my series “STORIES OF ESCAPE.” 
... WALTER SCHWIMMER and JACK SCOTT for the many broadcasts | di- 
rected fer CORONET, ESQUIRE, The NSBMA, SCHUTTER, WALGREEN'S, MAR- 


Wee: ‘7 
Silver Eagle Bi inc te vy weuany “sos 


QUEST", one of TV's first pane! shows. 
. . - FRANK SCHREIBER and WGN-MBS for constant cooperation on count- 








ABC . less programs. 
... ALAN WALLACE, CHRIS FORD and DERBY FOODS for “SKY KING", 

one of today’s top-rated daytime shows. 
. . . HAYS MACFARLAND, for the privilege of working with him and his 
clients. - 

... WALTER LOWY, THE FORMFIT COMPANY, INTERNATIONAL HAR- 
VESTER and THE SUPER MARKET INSTITUTE for the many convention shows and 
ae Merchandising Clinics they've had me write and stage. 

... JACK end BUD FISHER, JACK RUSSELL, JIM JEWELL and their respec- 
tive clients. 

. « « EUGENE BURR, ex-BILLBOARD, for naming me the “YEAR'S DIRECTORIAL 
FIND", and VARIETY for calling my production of “ABE LINCOLN'S STORY” the : 
“FINEST NETWORK PROGRAM OW THE AIR." 


W h . L h ” ... JOHN MITCHELL and ‘RED’ QUINLAN for their cooperation on what 
T e Jim Amec e S OW pee Ray Sihoagere biggest and best dramatic TV program, “THE CHICAGO TV 


. . « And SPECIAL THANKS to ali the fine performers, technicions ond writers 
who have always worked with me to prove that clients GET MORE FOR THEIR 


WJJD> Chicago MONEY when they buy CHICAGO talent and production. 


Alan M. Gishbhurmn 


Producer-Director-Writer—1413 N. Dearborn, Chicago 10 
ie DElaware 7-4867 or STate 2-1100 






























































ED ROBERTS 


13 years with 
P & G's “AMERICAN FAMILY” 
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IRA JACOBS “Life of Riley" Silver Eagle —ABC 
100 North La Salle St., Chicago 2, Ill. ABC-TV Dr. Corey in "Hawkins Falls"—-NBC-TV 






DEarbora 2-1151 Host of "The World Is Yours” 


for the Chicago Motor Clubh—WGN-TV 
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PRODUCED BY 
PHIL. PATTON © 
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CLIFFY CLAUDE 


MARY 
SOUBIER KIRCHNER HARTLINE 
ABC’S 


SUPER CIRCUS 


FOR 5 YEARS CHICAGO’S BEST TV BUY 


KELLOGG e-. MARS e  SUNKIST 


WRITTEN BY 
BILL ADAMS 
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PATTON 


DIRECTED BY 
ED SKOTCH 
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“ANIMAL PLAYTIME"! 
“HAWKINS FALLS" | 
































| THE NEW WOHEY 
BOB KAY SHOW} 
au MILLIE FLAGLE Other 
BOB MURPHY and KAY WESTFALL ee. 
and the 
ART VAN DAMME QUINTET 
NBC — CHANNELS — CHICAGO 


DREES 


Pabst Blue Ribbon Bouts 


. The Jack Drees Show 


All American Game of the Week 
_ Big Ten Game of the Week 
Big Seven Game of the Week 
Chicago Daily News Relays 





ACK 


On CBS-TV 

















On ABC-TV 


~~ 


BOXING AT RAINBO 


—_ 


TV Sports Events: 
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“It Is a Good Thing to Give Thanks . . .” 
Psalms XClI, 1. 


As | begin another showbusiness year of STAGE, RADIO and TV, I grate- 
fully render thanks to those who have made it possible for me to enjoy 
and profit from my efforts in the cause of good entertainment and 


JIM AMECHE = po Se 


. » » 7. S. ELIOT for the privilege of staging the American premiere of "MUR- 
DER IN THE CATHEDRAL.” 

.. . TERESA HELBURN, SHIRLEY BURKE and THE THEATRE GUILD for a 
break on Broadway with other Young Hopefuls. r\ 

. « « CROSBY GAIGE, ORSON WELLES and JACK WILDBERG for memorable ; 
ie e days in the theatre and stock. 

. » » HENRY SOUVAINE for the SEALTEST show on AM. 

. « « CARL HAVERLIN and MERRITT TOMPKINS fer letting me set up BMI's 
famous Program Service. 

. « » NBC for many network ‘shows, including my series “STORIES OF ESCAPE." 

.. +» WALTER SCHWIMMER and JACK SCOTT for the many broadcasts | di- 5; 
rected for CORONET, ESQUIRE, The NSBMA, SCHUTTER, WALGREEN'S, MAR- | 


\\ if | ‘7 
Si ver Eag e we Sader ches rh shows on AM and TV, including “TREASURE 


QUEST", one of TV's first pane! shows, 
. . « FRANK SCHREIBER and WGN-MBS for constant cooperation on count- 





ABC . less programs. 

. +. ALAN WALLACE, CHRIS FORD and DERBY FOODS for “SKY KING", 
one of today's top-rated daytime shows. 
. « « HAYS MACFARLAND, for the privilege of working with him and his 
clients, ~ 

... WALTER LOWY, THE FORMFIT COMPANY, INTERNATIONAL HAR- 
VESTER and THE SUPER MARKET INSTITUTE for the many convention shows and 
& Merchandising Clinics they've had me write and stage. 

.. « JACK and BUD FISHER, JACK RUSSELL, JIM JEWELL and their respec- 
tive clients. 

. . « EUGENE BURR, ex-BiLLBOARD, for naming me the “YEAR'S DIRECTORIAL 
FIND", and VARIETY for caliing my production of “ABE LINCOLN'S STORY" the 
“FINEST NETWORK PROGRAM ON THE AIR." 

VN ® “7 .. + JOHN MITCHELL and ‘RED’ QUINLAN for their cooperation on what 
T e Jim Amec e S OW should be Chicago's biggest and best dramatic TY program, “THE CHICAGO TV 
THEATRE FESTIVAL." 





—_—_-— 


. « « And SPECIAL THANKS fo ali the fine performers, technicians and writers 
who have always worked with me to prove that clients GET MORE FOR THEIR } 


WJJD> Chicago MONEY when they buy CHICAGO talent and production. 


Alan M. Gishbur 


Producer-Director-Writer—1413 N. Dearborn, Chicago 10 
DElaware 7-4867 or STate 2-1100 
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Personal Representative 


IRA JACOBS 

















Announcing 
"Life of Riley" 
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ABC’S 


SUPER CIRCUS 


FOR 5 YEARS CHICAGO’S BEST TV BUY 
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IRAE] DREES 


“ANIMAL PLAYTIME" 
HAWKINS FALLS on cBS-TV 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Bouts 














On ABC-TV 








. The Jack Drees Show 
. THE NEW BOXING AT RAINBO 
BOB =~ KAY SHOW 
MILLIE FLAGLE 
with . Other TV Sports Events: 
n 

BOB MURPHY and KAY WESTFALL All American Game of the Week 

and the eo tans _ Big Ten Game of the Week 

_ Big Seven Game of the Week 
ART VAN DAMME QUINTET bn og Anca 
NBC — CHANNELS — CHICAGO : 
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Chi Proof In Nielsen Pudding | 


Berle. He normally doesn't have; tion-cost program market usually | 
that much money. If a@ sponsor , Comes ~ a Pooreg. 3 — sales fig- | 

; ‘ures which swi e firm's com- 
con buy 2 show that equals the | troller from black coffee to scotch. | 
average rating for its type and The Nielsen box score shows what 
delivers listeners or viewers close 


is being done. 

to the cost per thousand avérage The latest Nielsens available for 
for his. program category, he is — purpose span January- 
; -, Februar: 53, which i retty 

doing about par for the course. If | **oruats 1953 salir ye cmd 
he beats these averages, the spon- ™UCh the peak season and pretty 
Pat } e es, i nailaieae : . nine » larce 

sor is then buying some pretty low much typical. Networks were large 
aie ii vhfn go : enough for Nielsen to analyze four 


cost advertising, and more likely ~ |. i? Mn televiclon aetiie 

than not he is buying it for less a me — — — 

than his competitors—thus putting “0S fro-a Chicago. 

some two-way stretch into his ad- First the TV picture. 

vertising buck. In TV, one of the hottest prop- 
You don't capture relatively erties is “Ding Dong School.” In 

large audiences at low cost by wav- | Jan-Feb. “Ding Dong” delivered 


ing a fist full of big bills. Instead, 
you have to use some ingenuity in 
selecting your program. You need 
low production costs and reason- 
ably fresh ideas as your time cost 


viewing homes at less @ost than 
other shows of its type, $7.14 per 
M vs. $7.25 average. 

Its rating was well above the av- 
erage for daytime TV, and the most 


is fixed Aside from the considera- remarkable fact is that a gal with 
An tim nt enP sia WwW . . . 

tion of time slot, spectacular buys, school bell and a few kinder- 
rest basically on ideas 


nde thea ; 
* : ~ and ue garten props was rating aimost on 
cost Of producing them. 


. a par with the heavy budgeted 
Chi ‘Idea Fertile’ Godfrey layout with which it is 
And the fact that the shrewd competing. “Ding Dong” then had 


a 9.6 vs. a 10.8 for Arthur's group. 
Item two is “Hawkins Fallis.”’ Its 


advertiser who shops and buys in 
Chicago's idea-fertile, low-produc- 


15.5 made it ohe of the really high 
rated daytime entries. 

“Super Circus” turned in the 
highest Nielsens of all once-a-week 
TV moppet stanzas with a 25.8. 

“Welcome Travelers” on TV 
racked up a hefty 14.9 and deliv- 
ered viewing homes about half the 
cost per M for its program cate- 
gory. “Traveler's” cost per M home 
is a phenomenally low $3.19 vs. a 
$6.03 average. 

“Zoo Parade” performed in the 
same class as “Travelers” with one 
of the peak ratings for Sunday af- 
ternoon and a low, low cost per M 
of $4.81. 


Since Nielsen ratings did noi 


er the complete span of spon- 
sored Chicago TV originations 
ARB ratings were consuited rhe 


latest ratings were used in order 
to have the story up to date but 
the general pattern applies to the 
entire past season. 

In ARB, Chicago TV shows were 
looked at solely in terms of ratings 
Sunday afternoon, for instance, be- 


longs to Chicago TV. “Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie” open on NBC and 
are followed by “Zoo Parade.” 
Both shows win the top rating for 
their time period. When Zoo 
Parade” finishes on NBC-TV, 
“Super Circus” starts on ABC-TV 


and wins top honors for its hour. 
While networks change, the audi- 
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~~ Patriots Rally To Chi Cause 


Chicago. 


Chicago Unlimited is a non-profit organization financed by ali 
branches of the local radio and television industry to promote 
Chicago as a radio and TV origination centre. 

CU membership includes ad agencies, agents, vidpic and record- 
ing firms, packagers, stations and networks, actors, writers, 
announcers, singers, directors, technical workers and publications. 
The organization was formed about a year ago by a handful of 
Chi patriots—packagers James Jewell and Alan Fishburn; James 


Kellock of Wilding Studios; 


AFTRA’s Ray Jones; Geoffrey Bennett 


of RCA-Victor, and announcer John Weigel 
At the recent first annual meeting, the members adopted a con- 


stitution and by-laws, and elected Robert F 
Red) Quinlan, vice chairman, John Weigel, secretary, 


Sierling 
es Flynn, treasurer 

J ll, Ray Jones, Jam 

O’Shaughnessy. 


CU is currently un 


nal ana as 


theme ‘o advertisers 


es Kell ck 


dertaking exten 
the facts and figures of “Chicago can do it better at a k 
and agencies 


Hurleigh as direct 


or 
a» 


directors Don Gallagher, James 
Norman Lindquist and Mart 


research tor presenting 


ik 


sive n 
wer cost” 
The organization also plans 


to act as a clearing house for packagers when agencies inquire 


of shows available 


Latest project of CU is the projected publication before Sep- 
tember of a complete directory of all Chicago facilities and talent 


for trade distribution 








ence follows the Chicago shows. 
In the Monday through Friday 
ytime, “Ding Dong Sc! I” runs 


second to-the competing Godfrey 
show but racks up a sizable rating 
against this formidable competition 
ARB verifies NRI on “Ding Dong,” 


“Hawkins Falls” and “Welcome 
Travelers.” The latter two are 


among the very top daytime per- 


| formers 


and dominate their time 


periods 


Chicago’s sole sponsored evening 


|TV network entry is “Down You 
| Go.” 


It’s the top DuMont show on 
its broadcast evening, Friday, and 
for the entire week is outrated by 
only two other DuMont evening 
programs, one of which is Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen. 








| 
| 


i 


} Radio Boxscore 
Here is the radio story: 


In network radio, only NRI rat- 
ings were available’ for analysis. 





| They show a similarly good picture 


for Chicago radio originations. 


| Based on the peak months of Janu- 


ary-February, 1953, here’s the 
radio rundown: 

“Welcome Travelers” topped the 
average for its program type (5.7 
vs. 4.1 average); and had a cost per 


thousand homes 15° below aver- 


age. 

“Sky King” had both the top 
rating and the lowest cost per 
thousand homes for multi-week 


juve strips. 
“Silver Eagle” won a lower cost 
per thousand than the average eve- 


ining moppet airer, and in rating 
;topped all multi-week adventure 


shows, 

“Breakfast Club,” now in its 20th 
year, continued to top the aver- 
ages for its program category. 


In short, the vast majority of 


commercial Chicago radio and TV 
vailable have a rating and cost 


worth the advertiser and agency 
digging into. 

Naturally, there are exceptions. 
Not every Chicago originated show 
is a world beater. But those that 
are not are relatively few and far 
between. They are generally the 
victims of very tough competition 


|or suffer the handicap of being 


scheduled in fringe time. The 
really important fact, however. is 
that the vast majority of Chicago 


programs are front-runners. 
SE ENN ES, RRND 





| ago. 


‘the 1926 arrangement, 


Herbuveaux 
Continued from page 35 ———! 








yond that from his co-workers, and 
compared him with “the coach who 
sits up in the grandstand and wig- 
wags signals to fe quarterback, 
signals which get translated into a 
touchdown—and when the game is 


over, it’s the quarterback whose 
picture they take.” 
Schwimmer played several tapes 


of greetings tc Herbuveaux from a 


number of performers who got 
their start under his direction— 
Dave Garroway ‘who pulled sev- 


eral nifties like, “Virus infection, 
that’s a common cold being han- 
died by MCA”): Ransom Sherman, 
Johnny Johnston, Don MeNeill, 
David Rose, Percy Faith (who 
wanted Herbuveaux to star him in 
a program called “Ding Dong 
Faith”), Willard Waterman, Char- 
ley Lyon, Garry Moore, and a final 
touching taped message from Mer- 
cedes McCambridge, who got her 
acting start at NBC when in a Chi 
college 

Schwimmer reminded the audi- 
ence of the many outstanding TV 
programs which have come from 
NBC under the aegis of Herbu- 
veaux, introduced Mrs. Herbuveaux 
and their two daughters—one of 
whom came from N. Y. for the 
event, and then pulled t show- 
stopper of unveiling the entire 


| group of musicians who recorded 


“Rose Colored Glasses” 27 years 
The band, without Herbu- 
veaux, again played that number in 
but this 
time with special lyrics. 

After being awarded the inevi- 


—* : | table clock and scroll, Herbuveaux, 
originations on which data are) 


| a 


story well above average—and well | 


in typical self-effarcement, said, 
“Thirty-five years in the business 
and vou’ve managed to louse up my 
reputation in 20 minutes.” Don. 





Kansas City—Farm program de- 
partment of KCMO was expanded 
last week with the addition of 
George H. Stephens to the staff 
as farm reporter. He had been in 
insurance before joining KCMO. 

tephens becomes the third man 
in the department headed by Jack 
Jackson, director of “agriculture, 
and Bruce Davies, associate farm 


i director. 



























NORMAN F. BARRY 


On Television—WNBQ: 
“WALT'S WORKSHOP" 
“SPORTS STAR TIME" 

“CLIFTON UTLEY NEWS" 
On Radio—-WMAQ: 
“METROPOLITAN LIFE NEWS" 
“STEWART'S COFFEE NEWS" 











23 Uninterrupted Years in Radio-TV 


JOHN CONRAD 


“KUKLA, FRAN AND OLLIE” 


“ELMER THE ELEPHANT” 
“O'CONNOR CLIMALENE NEWS" 
“SUNDAY FUNNIES" 

NBC Staff 
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From the Production Centres 
; 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 








G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, radio-tele director for NAM, back in N. Y. | 


after month on Coast biz . . . Will Rogers, Jr. set for “Country Editor” 
on CBS Radio this summer, time to be set . .-. Donald Buka on “Road 
to Life” and “Search That Never Ends” yesterday (26) and scheduled 
for “Big Story” today (27). 

Nadine Miller, C. E. Hooper vice president, appears on ABC’s “Town 
Meeting” June 2 to argue the question of whether advertising is re- 
sponsible for our high standard of living ... WNBC, WMGM and 
WINS will promote the Herald-Tribune’s special Office Personnel 
promotion with “help-wanted” features .. . Stephen Dietz left Ted 
Bates agency to join Hewitt, Ogilvy, Benson & Mather as vice president 
and group supervisor . . . Al Seton, with the WOR-Mutual press de- 
partment before his recall to the Navy, joins the ABC publicity staff 
as copy chief following his discharge . . . Arthur Weill, one of the 
key execs dropped three weeks ago at WMGM, is back at the station 
at his old job in the recording division. 

Patsy Campbell featured on a new “Aunt Jenny” sequence .. . 
Emily Kimbrough of WCBS, N. Y., sending large colored street maps 
of London as Coronation souvenirs . . . Martin Ryerson, former radio- 
tele staff writer for McCann-Erickson, has joined writing staff of KMJ- 
TV, Fresno, Calif. ... Wells Church and Sig Mickelson, CBS radio 
and tele news chiefs, off together for London last week . . . Al Fried- 
man, sales veep, elected director of Olympic Radio & Television, Inc. 
_. . H-R Representatives, Inc., and H-R Television, Inc., in Chrysler 
Bidg. since their formation in 1950, moving in mid-September to new 
building, now under construction, at.380 Madison Ave. Heading N. Y. 
staff are prexy Frank M. Headiey, tele chief Frank E. Pellegrin and 
radio chief Paul R. Weeks ...A son born te the Harry Welshes of 
CBS Radio’s C-O Promotion Service . . . Rebert B. Ryne of Montgom- 
ery, Ala., won first prize of $2,000 in Dr. Christian 12th annual script 
competition. Script, “The Boy Who Saw God,” on the program of 
May 27... Frank Beurgheltzen, NBC's chief Paris correspondent, 


honored by National Headliners’ Club for “consistently outstanding | 


network news broadcasting” ...AWRT officers for coming year: 
Dorothy Kemble (Mutual), president; Nancy Craig (WABC-TV), first 
veep; Alice Pentlarge ‘Town Hall), second veep; Betty McCabe ‘Sher- 
man & Marquette), recording secretary; Jean Richter, corresponding 
secretary; Mimj Hoffmier (NBC), treasurer, and Eleanor Sanger 
(WQXR}, Lynn Cleary (DuMont) and Ruth Goldberg (Assn. American 
Soap & Glycerine Mfgrs. directors . .. New players added to “Stella 
Dallas” are Teresa Keane, Billy Lipton, Madeline Sherwood, Helen 
Carewe, Vera Allen, Harold Vermilyea . -.§ WQXR, N. Y., will air the 
Thursday night Lewisohn Stadium Concerts this summer, beginning 
June 25. Included in the series will be the Stadium’s annual Gershwin 
Night, skedded for Thursday, July 15. Abraham Chasins, composer 
and pianist and musical director of station, will conduct intermission 
feature. 


Andy McCaffrey, ABC flack, vacations in Florida next week ... 


Mort Fleischl, WMCA w.p.-general manager, off with family for three 


weeks in Kill Devil Hills, N. C. . . . Ruth Newton, heard regularly as 
Vivian Jarrett on “This Is Nora Drake,” set for a run on “Aunt Jenny.” 
She will also be heard on June 11 on the “ABC Playhouse,” with 
Alan Mowbray, Frank McHugh and Billy Redfield. 


IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Mary Walsh. secretary to Murray Arnold (WIP program director) 
for last six years, has joined staff of Leisure Time, local weekly, as 
editorial assistant . . 


WPTZ ... Mrs. Berenice Kessler, of North Philly, winner of WCAU’s 
“Coronation Call” program, leaves for London and Paris, Friday (29) 
... John Roberts, director of radio and television at Temple Univ., 
acts as host and narrator for new half-hour Sunday program “Date- 
lines of the World” produced by WPTZ news department . . . Kenneth 
Stewman, general sales manager of WFIL and WFIL-TV, has been 
named to the board of directors of the Poor Richard Club, ad-men’s 
organization .. . Mae McGuire, heard every morning on WIP’s wake- 
up ‘6 to 9 a. m.) show, has added daily afternoon session (2:30-2:45 
p. m.) featuring music of his own band, the Harmony Rangers... 
Donald W. Thernburgh, president and general manager of WCAU 
Stations, received award on behalf of WCAU-TV from the Boys’ Clubs 


Boys’ Club Week.” 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Harold G. Lund, manager of WDTV., elected president of the Radio| 
and Television Club... Pittsburgh Brewing Co. has. renewed Pie) 
Traynor’s daily sportscast on KQV for another year . . . Jay Michael, | 
WCAE deejay, moving the family into a new Overlook Acres home | 
. . . Earl Wheeler’s fashion model show on Channel 2 Sunday after 
noons will go from 15 minutes to half hour end of June . . , Loca} boy 
Warren Dana, an associate director at WBKB in Chicago, coming home 
for last two weeks of Univ. of Pittsburgh's TV Workshop this summer | 
.. . Russ Weiskircher, out of army after serving as a captain attached | 
to NATO, has joined WEDO staff . . . Dick Duckstein, of WDTV prop- | 
erty department, tapped by Uncle Sam .. . Beb Pritchard, WJAS 
salesman, named commodore of the Mon-Cello Boat Club at Elizabeth, | 
Pa. ... John Stewart, Carl Ide, Paul Shannon and Bill Sutherland | 
dividing Paul Long’s newscasts while he’s on a three-week vacation. | 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Earl Hudson, head of ABC-UPT Western division, briefed in... 
New CBS-TV Hollywood publicity chief, Norman Siegel, sky’d here 
to meet the press ... Producer John Nelson (Masterson, Reddy & 
Nelson) stopped over to visit family . . . Vietor McLagien on several 
radio-TV shots during recent p. a. . . . Seventh annual Western Radio 
and Television Conference meets here February . . . Stanford Univ. 
scheduled its Radio-TV Institute for June 22. KNBC and KPIX per- 
sonnel handle teaching chores . . . KGO publicity boss Gerden Grannis 
and wife to vacation in Europe ...FM station KPFA, Berkeley, 
received citation for outstanding community service by National Mental 
Health Society . . . KNBC’s “World Affairs Are Your Affairs,” winner 
of 1952 Better Understanding Award of the English Speaking Union, 
skedded to KGO ... KWBR Cowpoke “Western” McGee recorded 
two Cavalier sides. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS... . 


When Cedrie Adams, Star columnist and ace WCCO radio and TV 
personality, flies to New York to take off for his sheet for the Coro- 
nation, he’ll be accompanied by Jim Bormann, WCCO news head, who'll 
set up Adams’ interviews with departing celebrities at Idlewild Air- 
port. The tganscription will go out over the station the same night. 
Adams will celebrate his birthday as his plane crosses the International 
Dateline where he'll be presented with a huge cake and notice of the 
event will be given over the piane’s p. a. system . . . KSTP-TV com- 
memorated the third anni of the Hawff nightly weather show with 
a salute to him. On every station break attention was called to “Hawff 
Day” all through the day, with announcements of temperature... 


(Continued on page 52) 





. Ernie Walling is commuting from New York, | 
setting up new NBC-TV show to star Rex Trailer and originate from | 


| abilities 


| chores so well that in a nationai 


NATIONAL GOLF DAY TOURNA- 
MENT 


With John Derr, others 
Producer: Av Westin 
30 Mins.; Sat., 5 p.m. 
LIFE MAGAZINE 
CBS, from Pittsburgh 
An unusual event calls for unus- 
ual coverage, and that John Derr, 
CBS Radio sports director, pro- 
vided with mixed results last Sat- 
| urday (23) in his half-hour show 


| built around National Golf Day, 
| idea of Life magazine and the Pro- 





| fessional Golfers Assn., in which | diffusiveness 


| golfers throughout the country try 








Radio Follow-Up 


“Best Plays,” on NBC for a full | 





' 
j 


HAWAII CALLS 


| With Webley Edwards, commenta- 


ter-hest; Al Kealeha Perry and 
His Singing i Danny 


| « Kinilau, vocalist; Jim Wahl, an- 


nouncer - 
director: Webiey Edwards 


hour Friday nights, continues hold- | 3@ Mims.; Sat., 2 p.m. (Hawaii time) 


ing to its high level. Last Friday's | 
(22) program, “Summer 
Smoke,” was a honey. Earl Ham- | 
ner wrote a fine, tight adapiation 
of the Tennessee, Williams drama 


| that gave it more impact and less 


the ~ original 
What made it 


than 
Broadway legiter. 


to outscore the U. S. Open champ, | sock over, howeyer, was the vir- 
| with fees going to the USO and/tuoso perfofmance of_ Geraldine 


| the National Golf Fund. 

| Champ this year is Julius Boros. 
|and Derr followed him around the 
| Oakmont Country Club course in 
| Pittsburgh. 


| _ Program opened after the end of | “Mid-Summer” (which debut tied 


| Play, with Derr and Boros discus- 
| Sing the champ’s play hole by hole 
| interrupted only by transcribed cut- 
}ins on reports from the rest of 
| the country and by Derr’s slickly 
| delivered commercials for Life. 
|Since the nation’s participating 
| golfers had to know Boros’ score 
| to see if they had beat him to earn 
| bronze medals inscribed “I Beat 
| Julius Boros on National Go'f Day. 

May 1953,” it was a bit unfair te 

hold the revelation of the score— 

a two-under-par 70—until the end 
| of the program. It was understand- 
}able, however, to keep the audience 
| listening through the show, which 
| Was a radio exclusive. 

Detail of each hole played may 
have been of interest to rabid golf- 
ing fans but didn’t help those eager 
to get the big news of the champ’s 
final score. 
| were heard Ben Hogan. last year’s 
|champ, who plugged the National 

Golf Day tourney; Bob Crosby, 
telling a story of-Bing striking 
| oil while on the green; a Congres- 
sional foursome interviewed by 
Lew Shollenberger in Washington; 
| Jack Benny and Rochester, sup- 
| posedly from Beverly Hills (actual- 
| ly Benny was in N. Y.); Bob Hope, 
j}and Freeman Gosden in an “Amos 
|’n’ Andy” skit. 
| The cutins seemed to be included 
| mainly for laughs, which sometimes 
‘went over but cheapened the ef- 
| fect of the serious sports report- 


jing. Boros turned his Life fee 
j;over to the National Golf Day 
| fund. Horn. 


VARIETY TIME 

| With Barbara Davis, Dick Edwards, 
Fred Greenberg, Ann Barron, 
Others 

Preducer: Joanne Imm 

| Director: Joyce Larson 

| Writer: Arlene Savela 

30 Mins.: Sat. (May 9), 1:30 p.m. 


i 
; 





Via the cutins, there | 


i 
} 








Page in the lead femme role. 
Miss Page, who played “Sum- 
mer” for a year in an off-Broadway 
production before making her 
Times Sq. debut this season in 


her with Shirley Booth in the 
minds of N. Y.’s drama critics as | 
best actress of the year), gave the 
radio show an offbeat, peculiar | 
flavor and appeal that made it ou.- 
standing. Playing an_ inhibiied, 
highstrung southern gal hopelcssly 
in love with a dissolute young doc- 
tor, she brought out all the lone- 
liness, bitterness and heartache of 
the role, in a sharply poignant poi- 
trayal. Altheugh Richard Kiley, 
playing opposite as the young 
medico, was a little too prosaic, he 
and a fine supporting cast helped 
Miss Page to recreate perfectly a 
trenchant study of small-town pet- 
tiness, pride, malice and love. 

N. Y. Daily News drama critic 
John Chapman was warm, infor- 
mal and informative as the effac- 
ing narrator and host. There was 
no quarter-hour interruption, either 
for comment or commercial, which 
also enhanced the seeminas 

ron. 





The cool light of three social 
historians was turned on a red-hot 
subject, “Hysteria: The 1920's and 


Now,” on WMCA’s, “Report to the} 


Peopie” Monday (25) and the re- 
sulting discussion, chaired by Mrs. 
Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, was an 


enlightening half hour of Ameri- | 


can history, particularly those two 
recent periods in which, as Fred- 
erick Lewis Allen put it, “fear has 
outrun all reason.” 

As Allen. author of “The Big 
Change” and “Only Yesterday,” 
explained on the program, the fear 


of Communism on which the hys- | 
teria of today feeds is not baseless, | 
but has been distorted. The fright- | 
| ened era of post World War IT has 


been more prolonged than that of 


post World War I, he said, and has | 


| harmed innocent people, citing as 


| MINNEAPOLIS MILK DEALERS| 


| KEYD, Minneapolis 
Representing 
| plishment of the Minneapolis chap- 


ter of “Junior Achievement,” a big! 


of America, for station’s part in “promoting and mterpreting National | comprising young people from 15 | 


| business and PTA-encouraged and 
| supported organization of local 
groups throughout the country, 


| to 2l-years of age who “learn by 
| doing,” this radio show packed 
much listener interest and enter- 
tainment into its 30 minutes. It had 
a completely professional air. 
With Pillsbury Flour Mills as 
sponsor and Irma Czffron, KEYD 
staffer, as adviser, the Minneapolis 
youngsters, responsible for this and 
other similar programs throughout 
the winter, put into operation a 
complete radio station setup for 
which the KEYD facilities. were 
made available. The youths thus 
were able to demonstrate their 
in selling radio advertis- 
ing and in writing, producing and 
staging shows and putting them on 
the air. They performed their 


contest, participated in by other 
cities’ similar groups engaged in 
different lines of endeavor, they 
won the two top awards. 

Smoothly emceed by Barbara 
Davis, proficient in handling the 
king’s English, and written, pro- 
duced and directed surprisingly 
well, the fast-moving program in- 
terspersed interesting information, 
a timely interview and well chosen 
musical numbers. Even the com- 
mercials, sprinkled through the 
show, and their handling, smacked 
of big time. Only the high pitch of 
the participants’ voices gave away 
the youth. 

Reviews of world news, the past | 
week's spotlights and high school 
happenings enlisted the able serv- 
ices of Dick Edwards, Fred Green- 
bérg and others. With the Minne- | 
apolis Symphony orchestra cele-| 
brating its 50th anniversary. Ann | 





concerts. Later Bruce Carltog skil-_ 
fully interviewed Fred Mayer, the | 
orchestra’s public relations head, 
inchhitting for conductor Antal 
rati, a brought out the or-/ 
ganization’s accomplishments and 
interesting facts in connection with | 
its career. Young pecple’s fashions 


a case in point James Wechsler, 
editor of The New York Post. who 
has had a vigorous anti-Commu- 
nist record since 1938 but has re- 


the sole accom-| cently been under attack by Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy for his onetime | 


membership in the Young Commu- 
nist League. 

Richard B. Morris. Columbia 
professor of history, cited as an- 
other case of injury through cur- 
rent hysteria Mrs. Mildred McAfee 


Horton, wartime head of the 
WAVES, whose appointment as 
U.S. representative to the U.N. 


Economic and Social Commission 
has been held up by the State 
Dept. for obscure reasons, in 


which the fact fhat she has be- | 


; viewed or heard in Isles. 


Sustaining 


And, Mutual, from Honolulu 


“Hawaii Calls” has been riding 
the airwaves almost 18 years, and 
its format has been just about in- 
tact all this time. Webley Ed- 
wards, its originator, claims it’s 
carried by more stations in more 
countries than any other regularly 
scheduled program in the world, 
going out to about 609 stations. 
It’s aired by Mutual, Canadian Do- 
minion Network, Australian Net- 
work, Armed Forces Radio Serv- 
ice, and by shortwave to Orient, 
South Africa, Oceania and Voice 
of Freedom to Europe. 

It’s a sustainer, with production 
costs subsidized by qu2si-public 
Hawaii Visiters Bureau. Edwards, 


|after a‘'most 18 years, is still pro- 


ducing, directing and narrating. 
“Home port” is outdoor court of 
Waikiki’s Moana Hotel. with oc- 
casional guest airings from oiher 
hotels and resorts, to emphasize 
Hawaii-wide promotional aspect. 

Effectiveness and true merit of 
“Hawaii Calls” is hard to peg. es- 
pecially and admittedly so when 
It's de- 
signed essentially to sell nostalgia 
and travel. That it succeeds in do- 
ing this with its narrow format is 
a tribute to Isle music and the 
magical lure of the word Hawaii. 
If you like Hawaiian tunes, it’s a 
good show; if you don’t, you won't 
want to listen anyway. 

Edwards wisely retains Hawaii's 
top native talent. Weekly stint 
still utilizes timeworn stunt of let- 
ting a mike pick ep sound of Wai- 
kiki surf swishing onto sand—a 
gimmick long relegated to oblivion 


elsewhere. Strangely, such stunts 
|—including the inevitable “mo- 
ment for remembering god 


| friends we have met in these Is- 
lands” are a part of program's 
| charm. 

Sophisticates may shake their 
| heads in amazement at the studied 
| informality, but Mainland listeners 
| presumably feel it’s the finest thing 
| Hawaii produces besides pineap- 
i|ples and = sugar. That's what 
| counts. 

| Edwards offers good variety of 
authentic Isle music each week 
end tries to shun ersatz “tropic 
;}moon” melodies. He has vast ar- 
ray to chose fram, incidentally, be- 
cause just about every other Is- 
lander seems to turn out Hawaiian 
songs at a prolific pace Since 
1937, he’s had assistance of Al 
Kealoha Perry as musical director. 
Perry has a lot to say in selecting 
and staging music. Danny Kini- 
lau is competent current featured 
vocalist. 

Producer takes keen pride in 
show and rightly so in view of its 
hardy endurance. But some local- 
ites feel he injects too much of 
himself into each stanza. Inas- 
much as its major forte is Isle 
music, and therefore needs just 
enough commentary to wrap it into 
neat package, that criticism may 
not be unjust. 

_ Weekly staging often brings on 
visiting motion picture siars, ath- 


longed to a “great many organiza- | letes, ete. for brief ‘and cuffo) 


tions” has figured. ' 


Contrasting the differences of 


hellos. It‘s an asset as far as on- 
| scene audience is concerned if only 


the two periods, G. Louis Joughin, | because it gives tourists a chance 


research director of the American 


to boost that “I saw Hopalong Cas- 


Civil Liberties Union, described a | sidy in person at the ‘Hawaii Calls’ 


1920 roundup of 800 aliens held} 


| program.” Guests contribute little 


| for days without charge in a place | to actual listening appeal. 
that had one drinking fountain and: 


Discounting flaws, “Hawaii 


a recent Texas law requiring an Calls” is a tribute to producer's 


author or his publisher ‘if the au- 
thor was dead) to sign a loyalty 


Oath. 

In a surprising revelation, Allen 
and Joughin told of Calvin Cool- 
idge, when vice president, being 
perturbed about radicalism in col- 
leges, basing his “evidence” on a 
coed debate, and attacking a school 
for having 
“foreign names.” 

There was general agreement 
that police matters should be left 
to the police and the FBI, that civ- 


il liberties be preserved and that | 


many teachers with | 


/enthusiasm. He serves Hawaii to 
| the world in a calabash (bow!) of 
choice bits of lore and Icgend, word 
pictures of Isles’ charm and beau- 
ty, a few humorous asides and bal- 
anced program of authentic music. 
Walt. 


ABC Strip Radio Show on 
Tap for Connee Boswell 


As a back-to-back attraction for 








ideas be left alone to compete in the forthcoming “columnist strip” 
the open marketplace of discus-| show to be aired on ABC Radio 


sion. 


procedure, asked the listening au- 


|(featuring Sheilah Graham, Hy 
network is negotiating a deal for 


Mrs. Bromley, in a new program Gardner and Irv Kupcinet), the 
| 


dience to vote on the question “Do 


you believe hysteria affects the ac- | 
|tions and thigking of people to- 


day?” so that reaction of radio lis- 


a Connee Boswell Program. 
Columnists will share equally 15- 
,minute program to air nationally 


teners can be discussed on next | Tuesday through Friday at 8 p.m., 


week's program. ~Horn. 





tween the gab, an occasional plat- 
ter was spun. 
The net result was a smooth and 


| Starting July 7. Plan is to spot 
Miss Bosweli on the same nights 


Barron told of its young people's | also were discussed and, in be- | from S15 to 8:30. 


| N. Y. Journa!-American column- 
ist Louis Sobol was originally set 
|for the projected “Three-City By- 


pleasant half-hour calculated to/| line” series, but he decided to drop 


strike a responsive chord with 
adults as wei! as juveniles and to 
help justify the prize awards. 


| out because of impending plans for 
|a Coast visit and vacation. 
| Sobol may do a fall AM series 


ne Rees. l for the web, though. 


ne. Sone 
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House Okay Seen on Senate's FCC Com 


Boost to Break TV Permit Bottleneck 


Washington, May 26. ; which are required by law have 
House approval is likely coon of , 


a Senate boost im FCC appropriz- | 
tioms. to emable the agency te 
clean up in two years its oresent 


backiog of 600 contested TV ap C2ted By FCC and that it will cost 


plications. and an additional 250 
applications expected 

The Senate voted last week to 
provide the Commission with 24 
examiner teams, double the num- 
ber it now has. This expansion in 
FCC pers@mmel, Sen. Leverett Sal- 
temstall (R. Mass 
ate. will permit FCC to make “zs 
much haste as is possible” Hovw-; 
ever, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, of which Sex Salton- 
stall is a member. ievited the Com- 
mission te come beck for more 
money if it cam recruit the person- 
nel required to process the applic2- 
tions sooner tham two years 

Because of differemces in the 
amounts voted by the House 2nd 
the Senate for the FCC. it is likeiy 
that a conference will be neces 


not been held” 

Sen. Homer Capehart (R.. Ind}, 
i= supporting Johnses’s request. 
peed out that over 1308 com- 
mercial cnanness have berm allo 


money to process the applications 
“Whether the work is done within 
five years, or two years.” he said. 
“the cost.te the Govermment will 
be the same But let us consider 
the amount of tax reverwe that 
would be lest and the opportunities 
for employment that would be 


missed if there were undue delay. / 
told the Sen-' Let us-comsider the enjoyment ail | 


Americans wil] receive as 2 result 
of the imstallation and operation of 
TY stations.” 

Sen. Spesserd L. Holland 
Fiz.) a i 
unconsrionable that the maiter has 
been held up the way it has been,” 
neck that now exists.” 


Jane Valli Exiting TV 


(Dp. 





| Lowell Thomas a CBS 


| ‘Package’ When P&G Exits 


| After Procter & Gamble drops 
Lowell Thomas with the program 
eS Se Se eas 


ithe news commentator as a 
| package. 
the fall. 
| It’s understood that P & 


The web will represent 
| Thomas in seeking a spomsor for 


* - | a) 
Inside Stufl—Television 
foster better tele-agency relations and to deménstrate bow s::. 


can achieved in presentation of commercials, WNBT, N. y_ 
week held the first of a bimonthly series of TV Clinics for 24 





| WNBC-WNBT, will present every phase of commercials to show ho 
| . 


demonstration 7" 
uahnd te beep Thaean ta bis 0-05 OD projections, live commercial sets, telops, flip cards, filmed com. 


7 strip, 
j networ. 


NBC-TV Grabs 
Portland's UHFer 


NBC-TV, which has been on the 
_ facilities bot seat in recent weeks, 
came threugh with a major UHF 





acquisition last week when it ne-| 


gotiated 2 basic affiliation pact 
iwith KEKPTVY in Portland, Ore. 
KPTV, owned by the Empire Coil 
i:Co.. has been on the air since 
last Sepiember, and has regis- 


4 tered as eme of the nation’s major | 
success stories im the UHF realm 


of broadcasting. 


‘Tit Parade’; Giselle In? ."KGw. owned by the Portland 
, 


with Ore- 


sary to reoch am agreement on the J Valli is resigning from Oregonian. However. 
final figure to be given the Com- a ay — ter Be at end of this S°M!2m purchased by Sam New- 
mission. Sen. Burmet R. Maybank season show of June 13. She has DOUS¢._ publisher is relinquishing 
‘D.. S.C_). also a member of the been om the NBC-TV show fer a the AM adjunct. which is being 
Appropriations Committee. prom- season replacing Eileen Wilson. ‘2%&" over by KOIN. Latter sta- 

are in the “02 has an application on tap for 


Several 101 
ate conferees will press for the 24 duane ae alli in a show 2%. 2@4 probably will go to CBS. | 
of ber own RCA-Victor. with In terms of UHF, KEPTY is a major | 


examiner teams. 

Sen. Edwin C. Johnson (D.' ghom she’s been for two vears. i affiliation acquisition for NBC, with 
Col). who had introduced an aiso planning an exploitation tour |# Set circulation of 100.000 already 
amendment to raise the FCC budg- of theatre dates for her. in the bag. The NBC affiliation 
et by $618,000 to provide for 49' “parade” replacement for next | ™2kes it something of a “family 
examiner teams, reluctantly went | season, due to be announced before | *#air.” for KPTV is the outgrowth 


along with the compromise of- 3 proba - Gise 
fered by Sen. Saltonstall to give | horkKeoue ay “e 
the Commission $300.000 for 24 2 
teams. i 

Johnsor: reminded the Senate B-C’s 104G Renewal 
that he had persuaded the body to B-C Remedy last week renewed 
vote FCC 15 additional examiner its 52-week spot contract with 
teams a year ago. only to have the WABD. DuMont’s N. Y. flagship. 
final amount gramted by Congress ‘ling for a total of 832 spots at 
reduced te provide for only five a tal cost ‘of $104,000. 
more teams. As a result, he said, Similar deal last year marked 
“the bottleneck in the Commission B-C's first entry into the N. ¥. tele 
ecortinzes because the hearings’ field. 
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,of the transported ‘from Bridge- 
}port) RCA experimental UHF 
i station which “incubated” the de- 
| velopment of ultra-high. 





St. Leuis—Anthony E. Bello has 
‘been appointed merchandising 
| Manager at KMOX. replacing Rob- 
ert C.- Canepa who has been 

| shifted to the sales staff. William 
Weber, former KSD city salesman. 
also has been added to the KMOX 
sales dept. 


wanted @ mech nnical, promoti ‘ = 


sales. jon and other fields will offer cost-saving advi->. 

| Im the @rst of the clinics last week, actually a preview for more 
itham 35 of the personnel of NBC's flagship stations and held at th. 
tele station’s 67th St. studios, Affe was assisted by studio supervisor 
| Duncan Mounsey. engineering supervisor Alfred Jackson, video directs, 
Jim Coleman and WNBT stars Richard Willis and Josepifine McCarthy, 
| with latter whipping up a backstage lunch for the group. 





Lorne Greene. Canada’s highest-paid radio-TV news comment2ior 
has now gone into the stopwatch business. Gabber. who does the 
Canadian AM network stanza, “Lorne Greene's Notebook.” two new; 
shows on CKEY. Toronto, and performs for the new CBC TV network, 
| was in New York this week fo interest U. S. webs in his own invention. 
; called RTV (for radio television time). , 
It’s a -chrome-piated. dust-proof, non-magnetic; seven-jewel lever- 
It adds up time by seconds and minutes :; 
de current ordinary stopwatches used by broadcasters. But unlik- 
the regular time pieces, it's geared so that a performer can te!) at 
a glance exactly how much time he has left before the show's end, 
without having to subtract the time span. 





Merchandising scheme designed to lure food manufacturers into the 
television advertising fold has been unveiled by WABD, DuMor«'s 
N. Y. flagship, with the cooperation of five N. Y. food chains. Under 
the plan, any advertiser whose product is sold by the chains and who 
signs a 13-week contract with the station for any type of sponsorship, 
gets the full point-of-sale treatment in the 1,400 stores of the five 
chains, including a week-long aisle display. Plan was devised by Dick 
Jones, WABD general manager, who brought in the A & P. Grand 
Union, Food Fair, Safeway and Bohack chains on the project 





The media departments of N. Y. ad agencies are growing 50 larze, 
and radio-TV developments so complex aimost overnight, that an 
increasing number of “> houses are asking for internal presentation: 
on the static status of AM-TV. Leonard Erikson, veepee at McCann- 
Erickson’s TV department. last week developed a facts & figures AM-TV 
presentation that was shown to 60 agency personnel servicing accounts. 
“Even people working in the field were surprised at the current basics 
we dug up.” Erikson found, “especially om how radio isn't as dead 
as the crepe-hangers imagine.” Erikson has 65 persons in his TV 
department, and the agency itself now services 35 TV sponsors and 
33 radio bankroilers. 





The once-monthly NBC-TV series. “Here's To Your Health.” will 
present “Medicine—Fact or Fiction” on its program of Sunday, June 
14 from 3:30 to 4 p. m. 

Show will be a panel discussion by physicians, yet to be announced, 
who will debunk popular misconceptions and cliches of the medical 
profession in an effort to allay anxiety and end confusion about tbe 
practice of medicine. 














FIGHT FILM OF THE YEAR 


To T.V. SPONSORS and AMERICAN FILM DISTRIBUTORS or Their AGENTS 
OFFERS Invited, PRINCIPALS ONLY, Not HANDLERS 
Options Will Not Be Granted 


' A JACK SOLOMONS PROMOTION | 
CORONATION YEAR 1953 


Middleweight Championship of the World 


RANDOLPH CHARLES 
TURPIN HUMEZ 
(Britain) (France) 
WHITE CITY, LONDON — NIGHT JUNE 9, 1953 
FROM FIRST TO LAST BELL — BLOW FOR BLOW : 
To Be Shot in CLOSE UP Especially for T.V. 
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Guaranteed Minimum Running Time 15 Minutes, Possible Maximum 1 HOUR 
Same Film Producer — ROBINSON - TURPIN, London, 1951, Which Was Presented in Certain Territories by HERBEKT YATES 


Film can be shipped to any part of world day following contest June 10th.. Full set of rushes and sound — Dupe Neg 
complete with Music actual Married Sound Print. Comments and Commentary by NAT FLEISCHER and others. 


Training and Pre-fight Scenes — Atmosphere and World Wide Famous Personalities, Film Stars, etc., at Ringside 


WORLD'S EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS — ALL ENQUIRIES — FILM PRODUCER MICHAEL H. GOODMAN 
15, ABERDEEN COURT, MAIDA VALE, LONDON, W.9., ENGLAND; Telephone Night or Day: 
LONDON—GERRARD 2175; LONDON—GERRARD 9195; LONDON—CUNNINGHAM- 5843 
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Special Award _ 
by the 
MICHAEL ACADEMY OF 


RADIO and TELEVISION 
ARTS and SCIENCES y 





























“for the best Musical 
TV Program of the 
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- AMERICAN 
WEEKLY 
AWARD 

























The DINAH SHORE SHOW 


For the Chevrolet Dealers of America 






TELEVISION 


NBC-TV—Tuesday and Thursday, 7:30-7:45 P.M. EDT 


RADIO . 
NBC—Monday and Friday, 10-10:15 P.M. EDT . 





Exclusively 
RCA VICTOR Records 
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the affiliate membership conceded | 
that it packed a wallop. 

From Barry, the programming | 
chieftain, came the revelation that 
NBC-TV is all set to ride with a} 
$3,500,000 budget for new daytime | 
shows starting off July 6, when 
“Glamor Girl” (prize-laden audi- 
ence participation show) moves in- 
to the 10:30-11 period; a full hour 
of quarter-hour soap operas fills 
the 11 to noon stretch, and an 
“electronics magazine of the air” | 
called “Home” takes over the 
noon to 1 p.m. time. Adrian Sam- 
ish (ex-Dancer, Fitzgerald, Sample) 
becomes supervisor of daytime TV 
operaiions. 

From Barry, too, came exhaust- 
ive analysis of a three-month Niel-| 
sen study g'ving NBC-TV much the} 
better of it contrasted with CBS- 
TV. on the rating front, for Janu- 
ary, February and ~March, and 
showing NBC dominating five of 
the seven TV nights per week. 

Hugh Beville, NBC’s top re- 
search man, disclosed the new day- 
time discount plan structure to 
equalize the web’s pattern with that 
of CBS, and allowing up to a 25% 
discount for those advertisers tak- 
ing full advantage of the 52-week 
sponsorship availabilities. Beville 
revealed that NBC will absorb the | 
$1,000,900 cost of putting the dis-| 
count plan in operation. 

$20,000,000 Billings 

From John L. Herbert, the vee-}| 
pee in charge of radio and televi- 
sion, came the revelation of $9,000,- | 
000 in new business; $11,000,000 in 
renewals; the creation of a special 
sales unit tc concentrate on morn- 
ing progran.ming (and the fact 
that he'll bring the scattered net-; 
work sales teams to N. Y. iiext) 
month for a sales convention). But 
even more bullish were Herbert's 
facts and figures on how the early- 
morning “Today” show was par- 
layed from a $1,500,000 loss opera- 
tion in 1952 into the most success- 
fully commercial daytime entry 
in the television sweepstakes, with 
a 45% SRO on tap as of June 1, 
an anticipated $3,750,000 . billings 
for '53 and the sale of 400 individu- 
al segments over the past two 


| 


‘Princeton Agenda’ 


Continued from page 23 





Chase & Sanborn, Emerson Drug, 
General Mills, Grove Laboratories, 
Capital Airlines, Dole Pineapple 
and Squibb. Since anything over 
a 35% 
“Today” 





SRO status is profit, the) 
operation represents a 


|commercial bonanza today. 


In the face of current trade ru-| 
mors that the prexy as well as 


\sales programming command was 


vulnerable and perhaps subject to 
change, Sarnoff’s bestowal of his 
blessing on the Frank White-Her- 
bert-Barry regimes with assurances 
that no such drastic changes were 


| being contemplated, took on added 


significance. Obviously, Sarnoff 
asserted that he reserves the right 
to change his mind whenever such 
action warrants for the good of the | 
company and the broadcasting in- | 
dustry. (White is now vacationing | 
in Europe.) } 

Sarnoff’s talk also included a, 
“you never had it so good” espous- | 
al of the st periority of NBC over 
CBS in such areas as owned-and- 
operated TV stations and more 
notably in color television. 


$30,000,000 Vidpix 


————- Continued from page 22 —aae 











pany is Revue Productions, MCA’s 
vidpix subsid, located at Republic 
studios. Now churning out four 
series, Revue is busy most of the 
year. Not spectacular, in that it 
doesn’t have a number of series 
shooting, is Screen Gems, Colum- 
bia’s TV arm. SG has gotten its 
renewal of “Ford Theatre,” and is 
expected to put several more series 
before the cameras within the next 
few months. 

Most active individual in the 
business is probably Don Sharpe, 
package-producer of “Four Star 


| Playhouse,” a Love Lucy,” “My 
Hero,” and “Terry and the Pi- 
rates.’ Still another dynamo of 


video activity is Hal Roach, Jr., 
now churning out a _ half-dozen 
pilots for ABC-TV, and producer 
of several series. 


Belief in the vidpix industry a 


| year ago was that the major pic- 


weeks including such spenders as | tyre studios would make a bid to 


Soctuntidenel 


—_— 














Now starring on NBC's 
ALL STAR Reve 
Saturdays, 8-9 P.M., EDST 


Mot.) William Morris Agency 


TV DIRECTORS: 














take over, but today that view has 
virtually vanished, and producers 


| seem to feel the pix biz is so pre- 
|}oecupied with its own worries it 


| has neither the time nor desire to 
itake on additional headaches by 
| annexing TV. Columbia, with its 
| Sereen Gems, and Allied Artists, 
ivia its Interstate Television, re- 
| main the only studios actively pro- 
ducing vidpix through  subsidi- 
| aries. 





| Orlando, Fla—WORZ has won 
the National Safety Council’s Pub- 
| lic Interest Award for service to 
safety in 1952. Award will be given 
‘in June. 


SEE YOUR EXACT SHOTS BEFORE 


COSTLY “ON-CAM 








SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY, GET PERFECT RESULTS 
WITH THE NEW DYSON TELE-VIEWFINDER! 


The Dyson Tele-Viewfinder shows exact 
areas covered, same perspective and same 
magnifications as in 9 TV camera lenses,— 
90mm, 135mm, 8Y2”,13",15", 17” with sep- 
arate wide-angle 35mm, 50mm,and 75mm 
attachments. Optical lens, precision engi- 
neered, handy pocket-size (4” long x 1” 
diam.). Wt. 3 oz. 


Saves hours of expensive “Fax” time. See 
your exact shots during dry run. Position 
actors, cameras, set, and props. Invaluable 
for remote set-ups. See action just as it 
will look to the camera. Invaluable for 

_ TV Producers, Set Designers, Advertising 
Agencies, Commercial Writers, Art Directors, 

_ Universities and Schools. Used by NBC, 
CBS, ABC, and top-flight Directors. 


Price: 90mm to 17”—$39.50. Wide-Angle 
lenses extra; 75mm—$7.50; 50mm— 
$5.00; 35mm—$4.00, (Note: 35mm must 
be used fogether with the 50mm.) Send 
check or M.O. to: FRANKLYN W. DYSON, 
452 Fifth Avenue, New York 18, N. Y. 
Phone LA 4-4955, 











75mm, 50mm, 35mm LENSES AT EXTRA COST 





|N. Y¥. Yankee shortstop, 


| casters stated his mission was “‘to | 
|muffle the radio drums of doom 
| ferever.” 


* é > J 
For Rizzuto ‘Caravan 

Fruit Products Corp., for its 
Donald Duck Ice Cream, has 
bought the “Phil Rizzuto Sports 
Caravan” for 36 markets. Tran- 
scribed program, featuring the 
is pro- 
duced and distributed by Charles 
Michelson, Inc. 

Michelson has also been named 
American sales rep for the “Happy 
Gang,” Canadian daytimer cur-| 
rently sponsored there by Colgate 
and Quaker Oats. 


Fellows’ ‘Mutffle | 
Those AM Drums 








Of Doom Forever * 


Bedford Springs, Pa., May 26. 

Harold E. Fellows, president of 
the NARTB, in a_ hard-hitting | 
speech at the annual meeting of 





|the Pennsylvania Assn. of Broad- | 


i 


Fellows told-the largest gather- 
ing in the history of the Pennsyl- 
vania group he understood that 
was the important job given to him 
two years ago: “I want to restore 
the confidence of those remnants 
of that original army who are still 
walking away from one of the 
greatest businesses or professions 
on God's green earth.” 


“You can’t stop television,” Fel- 
lows told his audience, the great 
majority of whom were radio men. 
“As an advertising medium it will 
catch up, and pass, radio on a dol- 
lar-and-cents basis within the next 
two years. But that doesn’t put 
radio out of business. You'll get 
up out of your chair and start to 
fight. You'll build a good solid 


people of your legitimate coverage 
area, large or small—metropolitan, 


business dedicated to serving the | 


From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 49 








KSTP-TV again next fall will carry the NCAA college football tele. 


casts .. . WTCN, broadcasting afternoons and evenings from the Auto 
Sports Show at the Armory, had its own “match the numbers” conte<t 
for patrons with numbered tags distributed from its booth . . . KSTp. 
TV celebrated start of its sixth year on air... On his new half-hour 
nightly WCCO record show, “The Rec Room,” Gerdon Eaton interviews 
the station’s personalities . . . Bill Ingram, KSTP-TV topdrawer new. 
caster, starting new news analysis show, “The World at Random.’ 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


Lee Sullivan has been signed for the' 10-minute WEWS Mondav- 
Wednesday-Friday 6:45 p. m. “Diamond Lock” shéw for Rogers’ Jew. 
elry- He sings and chats ... WNBK broke ground for its new $) . 
000,000 TV transmitter . . . Maurice J. Condon stepped out as general 
manager of WEOL to head TV Guide office here and mag gave cocktai] 
party for press . . . Gold Bond Beer picked up nightly radio tab for 
WERE coyerage of Painesville trotting races and Wednesday night 
half-hour 10:30 pitch .on WNBK .. . Cari Freeborn has resigned as 
Television Operations Supervisor for WNBK and will be succeeded 
by George Cyr... Meg Zahrt, WGAR woman's editor, on Bermuda 
vacation for a week . . . Howie Lund, WJW disker, slated to take a 
TV late movie hour pitch on WNBK .. . Barbara Snyder, WXEL flack 
back from California trip. 


IN BOSTON ... 


Fred M. Cusic, Boston Garden radio director, has replaced Hal 
Goodnough on WEEI’s “Little Leaguer” program. Goodnough resigned 
to accept post with the Milwaukee, nee Boston, Braves ... The 
Radio Execs Club of New England held its annual spring “break-up” 
shindig at the Boston Club, last week ... The first annual meeting 
of the New England chapter of AWRT is slated for June 6 at the 
Hotel Statler here. Prex Heloise Parker Broeg (WEEI’s Mother Parker) 
will preside over the one-day confab . . . WBZ is installing a putting 
green adjacent to its Allston studios ...In a merchandising tiein 
with Raymond’s, WCOP’s Hayloft Jamboree emanated from the store 
three days last week. “Jamboree’s” conductor, Nelson Bragg, has been 
tabbed by Gov. Herter as ‘Massachusetts’ top hillbilly.” 


Burke Heads SCBA 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Frank Burke, Jr., general man- 
ager of KF VD, was elected presi- 
dent of the Southern California 
Broadcasters Association to suc- 
ceed Cal Smith, general manager 
of KFAC. 





‘Merchandising Story’ 
Needs NBC Updating, 
But Big Film Click 


With the business of broadcast- 
ing changing as swiftly as a tor- 
rent, there were a couple of inad- 
vertent wry smiles in the 20-min- 
ute sound-slide color film an NBC 
Merchandising accomplishments 
|} that was press-previewed in New 
York City last Thursday (21). 

In one portion of the presenta- 











suburban or downright rural— 
you’re in a great and most satisfy- 
ing business. Take care of it, do 
right by it—and it will more than 
do right by you.” 

Fellows said the two important 
milestones in American radio, both 
almost equally disastrous, were the 
year 1948,-‘when television sud- 
denly swept into national accept- 
ance’; and the year 1951, when the 
radio networks announced drastic 
reductions in web rates. Citing sta- 
tistics, Fellows said in the year 
1953, five years after radio’s death 
sentence had been passed, there 
are half again as mafiy. radio sta- 
tions in operation as there were in 
1948, at least 60% more receivers, 
and the annual investment in U. S. 
radio has gone up 35%. . 

AM’s Two Bugaboos 


“Those same figures do not tell 
you everything is fine in radio- 
land,”’ Fellows stated. “The two 
most destructive factors are over 
competition and bad management. 
This latter includes uncertain rate 
policies, short-sighted personnel 
and public relations and under-the- 
counter deals, which in turn lead 
to ultimate financial disaster for 
the station involved.” 

More than 160 Pennsylvania sta- 
tion reps attended the sessions, a 
record for attendance at a state 
meeting. William J. Thomas, gen- 
eral manager of Clearfield Broad- 
casters, Inc., was elected president 
of the Pennsylvania Assn., suc- 
ceeding Rogers W. Clipp, general 
manager of the WFIL stations, of 
Philadelphia. 

Other officers elected were Frank | 
Altdoerffer, WLAN, Lancaster, v.p.; 
Dave J. Bennett, Jr., general man- 
ager, of WTPA-TV, Harrisburg, 2d 
V.P.; James Murray, manager KQV, 
Pittsburgh, treasurer, and Joseph 
T. Connelly, v.p. of WCAU, Phila- 
delphia, secretary. 


WNBC Preps Shows For 
Dagmar, Al Capp, Cassini 


; WNBC, N. Y., is taping two audi- 

tions this week. One is 15-minute 
program featuring Igor Cassini 
(Cholly Knickerbocker) with se 
ciety chitchat. 

Other is audience participation 
quiz, “What’s Your Complaint?” 
half-hour program with Dagmar 
and Al Capp as regular panelists 








tion, station WTAR, which has 
decided to switch over to CBS af- 
| filiation Sept. 27, was prominently 
| displayed as one of the cooperating 
| NBC stations in the merchandising 
|operations. Another section de- 
| tailed the campaign for Campbell 
|Soups and, of ,course, ABC had 
just snatched away Campbell’s 
“Double or Nothing” show from 
NBC, beginning June 22. 

Inside-trade smiles aside, how- 
ever, the film, introduced by Fred 
N. Dodge, director of NBC Mer- 
chandizing, was a well-planned de- 
tailization of achievements in the 
net service that began Jan. 1, 1952 
with $500,000, and now has the 
cooperation of 182 radio and 65 
tele affiliates in serving 85 NBC 
advertisers. 

With the nation zoned into 12 
NBC Merchandising Districts, su- 
pervisors in each contact key re- 
tailers and wholesalers, work 
with stations, report on perform- 
ance, call on advertisers’ branch 
offices with radio-tele information. 
Aid to locals include monthly 
mailing pieces for food and drug 
fields and display pieces plugging 
stations at points of sale. 

Norman Jay, Hazel Bishop veep, 
called the plan a “merchandising 
revolution” and said “It works and 
we're all for it.” The lipstick vee- 
pee said his firm had only- nine 
salesmen covering the country. 
Referring to Ralph Edwards, who 
presents “This Is Your Life” over 
NBC-TV for Hazel Bishop, Jay 
said: “Edwards is our best sales- 
man.” 


N. Y. Powwow Set for 
NBC 0&0 Managers 


Charles R. Denny, veepee of NBC 
0.&0. stations, is calling a meeting 
of the tele o.&0. managers in New 
York City, June 8 and 9. This will 






e DISPLAY 
e THEATRICAL 
e STUDIO 


WHEN YOU WANT IT— 
WHERE YOU WANT IT AT THE 
PRICE YOU WANT TO PAY! 


Whatever your lighting 
if needs, rent Jack Frost equip- 
i} ment for greater convenience 
. . greater lighting! Jack 
iff Frost's unique national 
service includes complete 
; installation and removal— 
anywhere! When you call on 
Jack Frose . . . the world’s 
finest specialized lighting is 
just a phone-call away! 
FOR FULL INFORMATION ON 
EQui?: MAR COU- 








hi ERENT | 


JACK A. FROST, DEPT. F, 234 PIQUETTE 
AVE., DETROIT 2, MICH. 


Please send me full informa- 
ation on your rental service. 








be a followup of the affiliate meet-| | . Neme 

ings, with a general kicking around peels 

of new program ideas, formats and 

schedules in an exploration of ¢o- City Zone___Stote__..- 





Ne ea me ee ee ee 


ordinated programming. 

In attendance will be the mana- 
gers of WNBK, Cleveland; WNBT, 
N. Y.; WNBQ, Chicago; WNBW, 
Washington, and KNBH, Holly- 
wood. 











Available for summer rental—ct- 
tractive studios, near river, facili- 
ties for transcriptions, hot and cold 
running spots. Call, Jack Vorisek, 





Dallas—Clem Cooper, member 
of the announcing staff here of 





and Sandy Becker as emcee. 


Reeves Sound Studios, ORegon 
KGKO has been upped to post of || 9.3550. = 


outlet’s program director. 
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June 21 with a second appeafance 
slated for the following week. 

The cancellation opens a field 
of controversy which may ulti- 
mately have to be settled by 
AFTRA. The two columnists have 
been bitter rivals for years and 
thus in a controversy of this kind 
a performer is put in the middle. | 
The Sullivan show pays among | 
the highest fees in vaudeo. 

An entertainer may also feel 
that refusal to appear for either | 
of the columnists may endanger 
some publicity breaks. Both acts 
and managers as well as press- 
agents for the performer are con- 
stantly in the middle in a situa- 
tion of this kind. 

So far, AFTRA has received no 
protest. George Heller, union’s | 
executive secretary, stated that it 
is not illegal for an act to take 
a cuffo bow on a show. He pointed 
out that both columnists have per- 
formers and other personalities 
taking gratis curtsies and so they 
are competing with each other | 
on the same level, Until an official | 
complaint is registered, i’s un- | 
likely that any action will be taken 
by the union. 

Sullivan has previously taken 
action with the union. Some time 
ago he coraplained that the Ameri- 
ean Guild of Variety Artists was 
giving him “unfair competition” in 
having Bob Hope perform gratis 
on the “Colgate Comedy Hour,” 
on a layout from which the AGVA 
welfare fund would benefit. Re- 
sult of this complaint was a rule 
passed forbidding entertainers to 





| 





perform for less than their ac- 
customed salaries on sponsored 
programs. 


Some months ago Johnnie Ray | 
and the Kean Sisters, both then | 
current at the Copacabana, N. Y.., | 
took bows on the Winchell show 
prior to appearing on Sullivan’s 
“Toast” less than two hours later. 
Latter says he acquiesced because 
Jules Podell, Copa operator, per- 
sonally asked him, accenting the 
Ray pitch on behalf of the hard- 
of-hearing and, as for the Keans, 
they were getting so valuable a 
building up from WW. 




















| Forgotien Sponsor 
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saturation-point of progamming by 
CBS-TV and NBC-TV, one network 
newsman last week wondered what 
such expenditure and attention 
would do if applied to the cover- 
age_of news events more pertinent 
to Americans. “What does the 
Korean War have to do,” he asked, 
“get a sponsor?” 


Standing aloof from the plane- 
mad competition is ABC-TV, whose 
Coronation coverage is sponsorless. 
The net, disdaining American em- 
broideries of the British ceremony, 
wiil take a Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp, relay feed from Toronto to 
Buffalo, and put on the Coronation 
unedited as it is seen by British 


16-Hr. Civic Gabathon 
| On 9 Miami Stations 


Miami, May 26. 
Nine local stations in the great- 
er Miami area combined to air a 
16-hour talkathon (24) designed to 
arouse public interest in upcoming 
city-county merger proposal. Idea 
stemmed from suecess of same 
programming stunt to get to the 


people utilized by a recent—and | 


defeated—candidate for governor. 
Idea came from local ad agency 
exec Bob Venn. 
Participating were 
(ABC), WIOD (NBC), WGBS 
(CBS), WKAT (MBS) and indies 
WINZ, WWPB,, WMBM, WFEC 
and WVCG. Backers of the merger 
proposal paid a reported tab of 


$4,000 for the time periods alloted | month cancelled broadcast of their | week, it was estimated. 


by the stations. 


WQAM | 


Citywide Boycott Of 
Sponsor Products On 
Top in WKBW Strike 


Buffalo, May 26. 

Citywide boycott of WKBW 
sponsors’ products seems to be in 
the works as four-month-old strike 
of National Assn. of Broadcast En- 
gineers & Technicials (CIO) 
jagainst the station continues. 
NABET contract expired end of 
| January, with station refusing to 
reinstate old contract or to go to 
| mediation. 

Unusual plea by strikers, who 
are backed by the city CIO couneil, 
;}calls for organized labor to listen 
to WKBW so advertisers will be 








WDAF In Strike ‘Blackout’ 


Continued from page 24 


able to the union, and AFTRA then | fees out of shift, but does not be- 
| proposed a counter measure which | lieve the proposal of fees on shift 
would bring into effect the plan of | is equitable, according to Dean Fit- 





baste salary plus talent fees for | 
each commercial announcement. | 
Roberts declared the plan would | 
save the station money, since the 
basic salary under this plan was 
| proposed to be $100 per week. 

| Station management balked at 
this, however, claiming burden to 
ladvertisers and sponsors already 
lis heavy because of high produc-| 
ition costs which are largely.due to 
\labor. AFTRA would have the tal- 
lent fees passed on, and the plan 





known for purpose of applying|would bring the average an- 
| pressure. Buffalo Bisons last|nquncer’s pay to about $125 per 
The sta- 


|'games over the station. 


|tion now has a policy of paying 


zer, general manager. 
Meanwhile, both sides were gird- 
ing to sit this one out for some 


i'time as no conference date had 


been set as of the weekend. Pre- 
viouS negotiations have been held 
through Ernest E. Meyers of the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
service. 

Fitzer gave no indication that he 


would seek a meeting soon, and 
Roberts said Saturday that no 
meeting was in sight. It is the 


first time a strike has been called 
against a broadcasting station here. 
WDAF-TV is the only television 
station here. 















subjects. 


ABC-TV is presenting its Coro- 
nation program (its only one of the 
day, with a half-hour daytime pro- 
gram scheduled for Wednesday), 
in the Class A time of 8 to 10:30 
P.m., Which may yet prove to be the 
most convenient for American 


viewers, 






ABC-TV Settles 


Continued from page 24 
year, both in number of teams be- 





———___—___ 


ing televised and in coverage 
area. 
Unlike its arrangement’ with 


Mutual on the AM “Game of the 
Day,” Falstaff on TV will spon- 
sor all nine innings of each game. 
On Mutual it sponsors half the 
Zame, while the other half is co- 
oped. Brewery will use its “Game 
of the Day” commentators, Dizzy 
Dean and Buddy Blattner, for the 
telecasts. Mutual’s coverage is also 
restricted, but not as much as the 
telecasts — AM broadcasts can't 
reach major league cities, but do 
reach many minor league towns. 
ABC-TV programs, it’s understood, 
will be allowed in minor league 
towns when the home club isn't 
playing. 
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cians who have been practically 
aised in television on remote op- 
erations. We are equipped with 
three complete mobile units 


This heavy remote schedule 
poses a neat problem of logistics 
The movement of equipment and 
personnel on some days becomes 
as tricky and involved as a chéss 
game The probiem is to get a 
maximum of service and perform- 
ance from men and equipment with 
a minimum of wasted time. Each 
remote unit requires a minimum 
crew of eight persons, including 


three engineers, two cameramen, a 
supervisor, director and an an- 
nouncer 

At the other extreme we have 
our annual pickups from the Chi- 
cago Automobile Show. This 
project required one of the most 
intricate technical and production 
setups ever attempted by a single 
TV station 

For this assignment we used two 
complete mobile units (a three and 
a four-camera truck! and two re- 
mote crews, seven cameras, eight 
mike setups and abou: a mile of 
camera cable. Microphone plug-ins 
were installed throughout to per- 
mit announcers to cover practical- 
ly every square foot of Interna- 
tional Amphitheater. This project 
needed a crew of 19 engineers on 
location, four directors working on 
the floor, plus three floor mana- 
gers. The production was coor- 
dinated by two directors. stationed 
in the mobile units, and had three 
announcers handling the interviews 
and announcing chores. In one 
two-hour period, this crew covered 
20 exhibits from two floor levels. 
The operation, involving one pick- 
up on Saturday and two on Sun- 
day, was sandwiched between re- 
motes ‘a double) from Marigold 
Gardens on Saturday right, 2 Sun- 
day afternoon pickup of soccer 
from the Chicago Arena, and a 
Sunday night pickup from Jim 
Moran's automobile showroom. 


| Watch The ‘Cue System’ 


In my opinion the backbone of 
our remote operation is our cue 
system. This is set up so that there 
is two-way talkback between the 
director and the reporter, the di- 
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of operation. we have crews of en-! rector and the cameramen, and the | TV 
gineers, cameramen and techni-/ director and the studio. The most | quired to move from channel 3 to 
| important of these is the two-way |channel 4. 


[ABC with United Paramount The- * 
| atres, now operates on channel 4 aoe 
} but is required to move to channel 

2 under the new TV allocation - , ; , 
plan. The channel shift affects| CBS’ press department is finding itself in the anamolous position 
other stations, principally WTMJ- | of plugging ABC shows, and it all started because of a goodwill gesture 
in Milwaukee. which is re- on ABC’s part. Latter’s talent-program Bob Weitman got the idea of 
saluting CBS’ Arthur Godfrey, now undergoing a series of hip opera- 
Because Chicago and/ tions in Boston. ey 

Weitman set salutes on 25 ABC radio and television programs for 
Godfrey, reading “We all miss you, Arthur. Hurry up and get we!) 
and back on the job.” CBS press boys, taken somewhat aback by the 


communication between the re-/| Milwaukee are only 75 miles apart. | 
porter and director. fuse of the same channel wouid 
Here is our camera and micro-|cause considerable interference to 





phone set-up for the baseball pick-| picture reception in the fringe| ABC move, couldn't very well ignore it, and are plugging those ABC 
up from Comiskey Park. We use | areas. =r ; shows. 
four cameras. The two most im- CBS and Zenith have been given 


Entertainment becomes a weapon in the battle against juvenile 
delinquency this week when Johnny Grant, deejay on KMPC, Holly- 
wood, launches a series of Campus Corner Dances. Saturday afternoon 
shindigs will be free and will include entertainment and refresHmenis 
for teen-agers. Initial dance will be held at Ciro’s, donated for this 
Saturday afternoon by H. D. Hover. Joni James, whose records are 
the most requested on Grant’s show, will sing for the kids. Subsequent 


portant ones, because they are used | until tomorrow (27) to file applica- 
to cover most of the actual play, | tions with FCC carrying out the 
are located side by side im the Court's provisions. It's to be ex- 
first row of the upper deck, slight- | pected that each will choose differ- 
ly off home plate toward first base. jent alternatives offered by the 
One of these cameras is equipped | Court. It will then be up to FCC 


with a 17-inch. a 90m and a 135m {to make its determination. The 


lens. The other one has the Commission advised CBS it must/ dances, Grant hopes, will feature four or five acts and a trio for 
Zoomar. A third camera is placed |. discontinue use of channel 4 as} dancing with some public spirited sponsor or organization picking up 
at field level, directly below the | soon as possible. ithe entertainment tab, around $200 weekly, the only expense of the 
other two. This one is equipped | affairs. Refreshments are gratis. 











with a 23-inch lens, in addition to Zz 
the 90m and 135m. In addition to 
eovering the pitcher-batter shots, 
and the batter, catcher, umpire |i} 
shot, it is used for and st- ~ 
game programs The fourth cme to move inte NBC’s enviable one-| Station is cooperating with the city’s Health Dept. in urging a drive 
era is located next to the an-/ station TV market domain by woo-| against venereal disease. Dept. has divided city into districts and is 
nouncers’ booth in the upper deck | ing over WTAR in Norfolk, with a | sending roving medical squads around to administer blood tests. WLIB 
similar switchover of the Bill Fay-| will cooperate in the Harlem area, stationing a squad in its Hotel 
ily for live commercials at thefoperated WHAM in Rochester, | Theresa studios, taping interviews with subjects of the blood tests, 
field. It also’ covers runners oni N. Y., also reported as imminent. | and even having its own staff submit to the tests while on the air, 
first and second base and the! (Denied, however, were further | just to evaporate the superstition that the tests are painful. 
pitcher. | rumors that the WHAM shift is | 
There are five microphone set-| linked to a reported merger or | 


| While most of the New York radio and television stations are pitching 
Week of Fever jin public service-wise on the city’s cleanup campaign, WLIB, indie 
| AMer, has taken a tack in a slightly different direction. It’s the same 

| subject—the object is different. 
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Offbeat religioso tape documentary will be broadcast over NBC radio 


ups. Jack Brickhouse uses a twin-| Sale of Stromberg-Carlson, which | Sunday, June 7 at 6:30 p. m. (7:30 in New York). Haif-hour program, 


mike, with the units 12 
apart. This permits hi 
of head movement without a loss 


of pickup 


tary and commercials. Another 


noises 
plate picks up crowd noises, the 
erack of the bat and the whack of 


There is also a hand microphone 
with the ground level camera for 
fuse in the imterview and field 


Also in the announcers’ | 

booth is a microphone for Harry | 

Creighton. used for color commen- many, 
' 


inches | owns the Rochester station, with | 


turing division.) 
But even as the 
meet cued speculation as to how 


would secede from NBC and “go 


microphone is placed strategically | Columbia,” the NBC boys were 


in the ball park to pick up crowd | making capital of the reports that 
The mike behind home;|some of the CBS affiliates had 
| been made unhappy over the kind 
|of deal handed to WTAR in re- 
the ball in the catcher’s mitt.| turn for the Norfolk allegiance, | Commentator programs. ; is “Summe 1 

to entertain a| 1s Easy,” and will promote radio listening in general by giving facts 


|and were willing 
| switchover to NBC. 
| While the rival networks’ 


NBC-affiliate | 


if any more, TV stations | 


ithe only musical instruments. 


titied “Speaking Drum,” features mass of the Roman Catholic Church 
him freedom | the CBS-Columbia set manufas-| im French Equatorial Africa, with 40 native choir boys, and drums as 


Tapes were made by Arthur Alberts, NBC rep in Eelgian Congo 


and attache to the consulate general office in Leopoldville, the capital. 


He: followed transportation of an 


altar stone from there to French 


Equatorial Africa capital, Brazzaville, where a prim’ ive “cathedral” 


|was erected and mass celebrated. 





' CBS Radio summer promotion campaign underway with mailing to 
| the net’s affiliates of kit filled with ads, exploitation suggestions, on- 
| the-air announcements and special material for disk jockeys and women 


Theme is 


“Summertime, and the Listening 


and figures of radio’s scope and size for greater audience appreciation 


pill- | Of the medium. Picnic promotion feature suggests local plugging of 





'are on the ramp below the secon 


programs. »| ings projection definitely establish- | away-from-home listening on portable and car radios. 


wey ie game mtn a Woe | te eae peace <i 
ley Field for the Cubs games with | : | TV Shows Tour | Bob Dixon Vice Wilhams 
| On WNBT’s ‘Horseshoe 


the exception that the two cameras | °Verly alarmed over the April turn 
tae Continued from page 25 
Because of commercial-an- 

















q|\of events. Their concern tran- 
deck instead of in the first row of | scended any single month's re- 


the upper decks. | turns, recognizing that with the /t, perth its originations in New | 
However, with all this I have a| Stepped up competitive picture, the | yo-~ emcee Ed Sullivan has prac- | 





theory about the whole matter of situation could just as easily re-| tically been doing a year-round se- | 20uncing commitments, Bob Wil- 


sports and/or remote pickups in 
general. You can do the greatest 
production job of coverage and re- 
| porting and if the action is dulf, 
drags out and nothing happens, the 
| fams say you're lousy. On the other 
hand if you have a tight, red-hot 
|game with pienty of action and 
thrills, you can cover it with one 
| broad-angle lens, and just break 
iim occasionally to give the score 
and they'll call it the most sensa- 
90m thing they ever witnessed! 


Chi TV Channel — 


Continued from page 4 Gee 


|expire, under the Court’s mandate. 
when the issue is finally decided by 
_the courts or, if the courts remand 
the case back to FCC for a com- 
| parative hearing, by the Commis- 


| sion. 
| WBBM-TV (formerly WBKB- 











'in a deal which was contingent on 














viewers. 


WGAL-TV 





NBC + CBS + ABC - 





DuMont * Lancaster, Pa. 


delivers an ever-growing audience. Proof is 


tremendous write-in 
Pennsylvania market 


f 


Seles Representative 


19D 2S HIS] 198M 2% 





MEEKER sore vr» csny + tr snsen + ten ence 
i ov5 <3)44 


response from this rich 
crea, Write — 


TV), for which CBS paid $6,000,000 | 
‘FCC approval of the merger of | 


(1 #Goldbengs’; . so 


verse itself in coming months. 
Rather, the affiliate alarms go 
much deeper, encompassing the 


much broader canvass of an NBC 
in a continuing cycle of reorgani- | 
zations in a quest for the right 
leadership and 
functionaries. 


top operational 





Night Balicasts 


Continued from page 24 


‘ball proved a bonanza, lifting 
WOR-TV from an average in same 
| April time of 2.3 to the Monday 
inight 10.3. On similar Friday in 
April, station averaged 1.6, com- 
pared to the Friday night game 
avearage of i0.0, WPIX in the 
| Similar Friday in April had a 5.8, 
| through its airings of the National 
| Invitation Basketball tourney, but 
still rose to a baseball mark of 7.9. 
Interesting sidelight is question 
of rainouts and other delays in the 
ballgames. Figures, though not 
|available for the case of a night 
game rainout, show that in daytime 
at least, the audience tend to keep 
tuned to the station, even though 
there’s usually nething on camera 
but a picture of the field, or even 
nothing but music and a balop. 
Pulse figures for April 12 showed 
a WOR-TY rating of 10.3 for the 
2:45-3 p. m. slot, in which the rain 
started. At 3, rating still held at 
5.7, despite fact that game had 
been halted and that NBC had 
“Victory at Sea” on at the time. At 
3:15, game had been called and 
station switched to film. Similarly, 
Giants showed a 11.0 on WPIX at 
2:45 and then in the 3-3:15 period 
were still at 6.7, in spite of the 
fact that the game had been called 
= oe as the rain started shortly 
ter 3. 


Gertrude Berg ‘Kinnies’ 
New Program for TV 


Gertrude Berg, whose current 
NBC-TV appearances are presently 
confined to her role in the Milton 
Berle show, is cutting a kinescope 
on a new package. She describes 
it as having a musical background, 
and says she got the idea for it 
from the Berle stanza. 

Sale of the new show, she said, 
won't preclude her resuming “The 


COs/rec 24$ha 











iries of one-man 


merchandising | liams is bowing out of the emcee 


| shows on a local level, identifying | role of Wishbone Hardy on “The 


| himself with every major sales and 
| dealer conclave.) 


As recent as a year ago, lack of 
| out-of-town facilities would have 
prevented any of the major TV 
|shows with production pretentions 


| from getting a coaxial pickup from | 
the hinterlands. But in an era of} 
TV station prosperity and. exp @- | 
sion, the TV outlets in most cities | 
today have studio facilities that, | 
in many instances, match those in | 
the N. Y.-L. A. production keys. 


Coke’s Philly Golf Coin 


Philadelphia, May 26. 
Coca Cela will sponsor the finals 
and championship crowning ses- 
sions of the Women's Weathervane 
Open Golf match Saturday and | 
Sunday (30-31) at Whitemarsh Vai-| 


ley Country Club. Match will be) 
| televised on WFIL-TV and nt- | 








phia Inquirer Charities. 


ed under auspices of the oo 


regularly. 








MINNES 





Nine oui of the top ton multi-weekly 
shows are on Channel 5 where over 
1,250,000 poopie view KSTP-TV 


ays: WATTS 
REPRESENTED 
vay Sok 3 


| Magic Horseshoe” with the show 
(of June 4. 

Sheriff Bob Dixon will take over 
the emcee chores on the WNBT, 


iN. Y., program, seen 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
| Tuesdays and Thursdays. 


Show may be expanded to five 
a week. 


GAE FOSTER 


Circle 7-3900 
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Comics — Special Material 
Even Ageats Wili Leagh et You 
with Material from 
Ed Handman 
Srigine! Monologues, Doubles, Sketches 
32 Perry St, New York, ORegen 5-0137 
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Joni James Last Tyro Click Since Ray 


Predominance of instrumental +¢ 
clicks in current wax market is 


taking its toll of vocal wax names. | Masquers’ ASCAP Fete 


No new vocalist has stepped out of 
the shellac heap this year despite | Hollywood, May 26. 
efforts of several major record| Masquers will salute ASCAP at 
companies to get behind their tyro a dinner in its clubhouse tomorrow 
talent. |night (Wed.) with Richard Powers 
Joni James was the last femme | 4S toastmaster and Jane Wyman, 
vocalist to break through, while no | Martha Tilton and Fifi D’Orsay as 
male singer has been able to crack | honored guests. 
through since Johnnie Ray. Both| On the dais will be Johnny Mer- 
were kicked off last year. Although | cer, Jimmy McHugh, L. Wolfe Gil- 
Rav has strayed from his early | bert, Dmitri Tiomkin, Harry War- 
disclick stride, he’s still a potent|ren, Ned Washington, Jack Nor- 
nitery draw while Miss James, on| Worth, Nacio ‘Herb Brown, Leo 
the other hand, still is turning out | Robin, Harry Ruby, Shelton Brooks, 
hot wax for M-G-M. Jean Schwartz, Sammy Cahn, Vic- 
Norman Brooks and Julius La/|tor Young and William Grant Still 
Rosa have made the biggest crooner 











EE 





splash in recent months with their 
initial waxings but their followup 
efforts thus far have had only a 
mild effect on the market. In the 


femme fieid the vets are still hold- | 
ing down the top bracket berths | 
and some of the canaries who were | 


Bourne Seeks 


launched with a big diskery push | 


are now being brushed off by the 
artists & repertoire men. 

Vocal combos, too, are finding it 
tough to get into the 


lied label. They were immediately 
snatched up by Coral but it’s too 


soon to ascertain impact of their} 


initial Coral platter since it’s been 
on release for a little more than a 
week. = 

Record company a&r men for 
the most part, have taken a eau- 
tious attitude in pacting vocalists 


Industry Aid 
In Rose Action 


payoff | 
brackets whereas it was easy sail-| 
ing for most of the new group last) 
year. Latest combo to stir interest | 
has been the Three Dons & Ginny. 
Greer, who clicked with “Say It} 
With Your Heart” on the indie Al-| 


Saul H. Bourne, head of Bourne 
Music, is attempting to line up 
support from other publishers for 
his position in the upcoming Fed- 
eral Court test of the copyright 
renewal assignment clause in the 
{old publisher-writer agreements. 


| Test of the clause’s legality is in- | 
volved* in the suit filed against | 
| Bourne last week by writers Billy | 


Rose, Ray Henderson and Mort 
| Dixon for return of the copyright 
+on their number, “That Old Gang 
|of Mine.” 


| -Many publishers are showing 


who have clicked on indie labels. | reluctance to join with Bourne in 
They're now realizing the ene-shot this action because they don't 


Wha’ Hoppen to Those New Disk Faces? FFAR NPSET (IF 


The rapid emergence of ‘the 
syndicate stores and super-mar- 
kets as major disk sales outlets is 


~~ 


' becoming the most revolutionary 
force in record merchandising 
since N.Y. dealer Sam Goody 


launched his price-cutting policy 
some five years ago. While one 
segment of the industry is viewing 
the growth in chain stores as a 
healthy factor, some of the major 
companies are frankly worried 
{over its impact on the standard 
dealer structure. 

Fear that the mushrooming of 

the syndicate stores may become a 
Frankenstein monster has been fed 
in recent months by the entry into 
the merchandising chain of sub- 
, distributors who are directly and 
exclusively servicing the chains. 
In Philadelphia, the Columbia 
Records’ distributor, Stuart S. 
Loucheim, recently became the 
| first major to grant these sub-dis- 
tributors recognition via an extra 
discount. 

As long as the chain selling was 
in the hands of the franchised dis- 


tributors, industry execs felt that / 


the growth of this sales medium 
could be controlled within the 
general dealer framework. In 
small towns, particularly, the dis- 
trib could gauge whether the disk 
dealers would suffer by the addi- 
tion of the chain outlets or wheth- 
er the latter would represent’ a 


(Continued on page 60) 


N.Y. Juke Ops Nix 
Tune Hike to 10c 





| 


nature of the biz and are helding} want to antagonize writers whose | 


their new pactings down to a mini-; copyrights are up for renewals | 
}after the first 28-year term. The | 


mum. 
Many of the vet diskers, however, } Rose action against Bourne, more- 


continue to hold a steady sales;ever, only involves a few oldline | 
pace. Although few ef their plat-} publishing firms which were in| 


ters develop into bigtime noise-| business before the Songwriters 
makers, the diskeries are usually | Protective Assn. came up with ba- 
assured of a good coin return from} sic writers’ agreement now gen- 
the steady following the vets have! erally used in the industry. 

developed over the years. 


? ? 

UA’s ‘Moon Is Blue 
Looms Newest Hit 
In Pic Theme W _ copyright term. These deals call 
axing for the current SPA minimums of 
Theme backgrounds from pic 50% on mechanicals and foreign 
productions are continuing to 
mushroom on wax on the heels of 


such clicks as “The Song From 
Moulin Rouge,” “Ruby” and 





been relying on the renewal as- 
signments in the old pacts. 
been common practice for the 
pubs to write completely new 


song publications. The old pacts 
‘Continued on page 60) 





Due to the uncertain results 
from areas where dime plays have 


sociation of 
turned down a proposal to hike 
the price-per-tune from 5e to 10c 
/at a membership meeting last 


_week. The ops turned down the | 
_ | proposition despite the fact that). 

In addition, none of the major | the execs of the trade group were | ious to keep Hayman and the lat-| 
publishers, including Bourne, have mostly in favor of boosting prices.| ter agreed to concentrate on his 


| Most of the juke ops opposed 


| move would result in a lower gross 
due to a falloff in plays. They felt 


pacts with writers for the second | the time wasn’t ripe for the hike |exiting his top a&r post. 


| since locations for jukes have 
| been tightening up in the N.Y. 
area due to shuttering of many 


|machines once had big play. 


| The juke ops, at the same time, | building Coral Records a&r setup | 


been instituted, the New York as- | 
jukebox operators | 


CHAIN STORES: BOON OR BANE? 





Sacks Names Kapp-as His Assistant, 
DISK STRUCTIIAE Shifts Carlton Into RCA Pop A&R Post 





BMI’s New Office Setup 


Broadcast Music, Inc., in a pro- 
jected”™ expansion of its office 
space, has leased two floers and 
part of another in the twin office 
buildings being erected on Fifth 
Ave. between 47th and 48th 
Streets. Longterm lease, negotiat- 
ed last week, involves 22,500 
square feet of space in both build- 
ings. 

The lease will enable BMI and 
its long hair subsidiary, Associated 
Music Publishers. to be housed in 
one building. Both operations are 
now located in different addresses. 
BMI wll probably move in at the 
end of this year when the struc- 
tures will be completed. 


Hilliard Seen 
Exiting Decca; 
Hayman Stays 


On the heels of last week's shift 
in RCA Victor’s artists & reper- 





toire setup ‘see separate story), the | 


a&r picture at both Decca and 
| Mercury Records have begun to as- 
{sume a fluid quality. 

At Mercury, where Richard Hay- 
man recently stepped into the east- 
ern a&r spot in place of Joe Carl- 


ton who moved te RCA, Hayman | 


reportedly was preparing to leave to 
cash in on bookings on TV and in 
theatres as a result of his “Ruby” 
| click. 
gagements with publishers last 
week to rehearse for his Broadway 
Paramount Theatre stand, starting 
June 3, with Vic Damone. Merc’s 
exec veepee Art Talmadge is anx- 


|diskery chores after the Par 


It’s the rise because they feared the | booking. 


At Decca, Jimmy Hilliard is un- 
derstood to be now on the verge of 
Both 
| Paul Cohen, head of the diskery’s 
| folk and western division, and Tutti 
;Camarata, musical director, have 


\if. Hilliard was responsible for 


Hayman cancelled all en- | 


“Terry’s Theme From Limelight.” 
Latest to turn up is from the 


United Artists film, “The Moon Is | 


Blue,” with the theme music by 
Herschel Burke Gilbert getting a 
two-ply ride by RCA Victor. Victor 
is issuing the number instrumental- 
ly by The Silver Strings, a new orch 
group batoned by Henri Rene, and 
vocally by the Sauter-Finegan band 
with Joe Mooney’s quartet deliver- 
ing the lyric by Sylvia Fine, Danny 
Kaye's wife. The Sauter-Finegan 
version is being used in the pic 
behind the opening and closing 
titles. Santly-Joy is publishing the 
number. 

Robbins, Feist & Miller ‘The Big 
Three) are following up their cur- 
Tent “Ruby” hit with an exploita- 
tion campaign on the theme from 
the forthcoming 20th-Fox film, 
“The President's Lady.” cleffed by 
Alfred Newman. Publishing firm 
is currently awaiting release of 
disks of another theme, David 
Raksin’s “The Bad and The Beauti- 
ful,” from Metro's pic. Percy Faith, 
Victor Young and David Rose have 
already cut it. 


Buddy Morris to Coast; 
Father Critically Il 


Buddy Morris, head of E. H. 
Morris Music, planed to the Coast 
over last weekend to the bedside 
of his father, Sam Morris, who is 
critically il). 

The elder Morris was foreign 
sales veepee for Warner Bros. 
befese his setinerentst ste eeu2ee 





‘BG (KRUPA)-SATCHMO 
MOP UP IN MIDWEST 


The Benny Goodman crew, ba- 





, complained that they needed more | during its formative years and 
}revenue to offset the rising costs! moved over to the parent company 
of operating their routes. It was|when Morty Palitz moved out. 
felt, however, that instead of rais- | Palitz was the replacement for 
ing prices, more promotion should | Dave Kapp, Decca’s a&r chief up 
be given to get additional spins at to the summer of 1951 and now a 


|toned by Gene Krupa, and the. 


| Louis Armstrong Ali Stars cleaned 
up heavily in a series of dates in 
the: midwest last week. Package 
played three $9,000 per-concert 
stands in Chicago, St. Louis and 
Highland Park, Ill. Other score 
totals were $8,000 in Davenport, 
Ia.. and $7,000 in Madison, Wisc. 

Tour has been hitting some im- 
portant coin in most stops on its 
tour. The Satchmo-BG jivers have 
been touring for more than a 
‘month without Goodman who ex- 
ited because of illness. 


Sister Tharpe Shifts 
From Decca to Victor 


Gospel singer Sister Rosetta 
| Tharpe is shifting from Decca Rec- 





10 years. 
She'll cut for Victor’s rhythm & 


blues division. 


Russ Morgan Rejoins ABC 
Russ Morgan has rejoined Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp. 
Bandleader has been with three 








the present nickel level. 
The 10c plays have been insti-| 


RCA Victor exec. 


Eddie Kissack. assistant record- | 


tuted in such scattered Gities as| ing director. at. Decca, ankled the 
Chicago, Washington, San Diego, | com an ast 

| Peoria and Paiterson. No clear |; P ny. eat week = 
| pattern has emerged to date on) 4 tag ON 


|whether gross business has been | RC A’§ 
| upped by the boost and most juke LS 

RCA Victor will lose no time in 
recording the original cast album 


ops are preferring to ride with 

the nickel plays for the time be- 
| of the Rodgers & Hammerstein mu- 
| sical, “Me and Juliet,” after it hits 


ing. 
| Broadway tomorrow (Thurs.). The 


Dorsey Bros. Band 
| diskery has set the cast waxing ses- 


Causes Traffic Jam o 
| sions for Sunday (31) and the al- 
In 2-Nite Jersey ‘bum will hit the market about two 


| weeks after the show opens. 
Reminiscent of the band biz hey- | RCA wrapped up the rights to 
| dey 15 years ago, the newly formed (the show’s cast album by angeling 
'Dorsey Bros. orch pulled an SRO the show to the tune of $187,500. 
crowd at the Rustic Cabin, Engle-| Victor is planning a major pro- 














| sters Friday and an overflow crowd on a long-play disk, in a three- 
of 1,500 the following. Tab for the | jacket 45 rpm extended play set, a 
weekend was $3.50 minimum. |78 rpm album and one LP platter 

State and county police were; containing the show's highlights. 
| called out both nights to straighten | It’s one of the few times in recent 
, traffic jams near the Cabin. Only | years, incidentally, that a show 
'squawk from spot’s operator Bill | score is being put out in 78 rpm 
| Levine was that receipts were min- | form. Victor is also issuing singles 





ALBUM. 


* In a revamping of RCA Victor's 


artists & repertoire department, 
Joe Carlton was nzmed to the 
diskery’s top pop spot last week 
by Manie Sacks, vice-prexy over 
the RCA disk operation. Carlton 
moved into the post vacated by 
administrative assistant to Sacks 
Dave Kapp, who was appointed 
after heading the pop a&r division 
| for two years. 

Carlton, who switched to RCA 
recently from Mercury Records 


|where he headed the eastern of- 


fice, was originally slated to head 
up the diskery’s projected new 
quasi-independent label, as yet 
unnamed. The latest reshuffle 
will not affect the new label's 
launching, due this fall, except for 
|some delay in the timetable until 
Sacks can line up a replacement. 
for Carlton. 

In his new job, Kapp will assist 
Sacks in the diskery’s administra- 
tive duties. Kapp will also be in- 
volved in blueprinting new album 
ideas for Victor. Kapp recently 
feonceived the idea for Victor's 
“Showtime” series of legit tune 
|} albums which were completed last 
week with George Frazier direct- 
ing under Kapp’s. supervision. 
Kapp came to Victor in 1951 from 
Decca where he was longhair a&r 
chief in the company which his 
brother, the late Jack Kapp, co- 
founded. 

The rest of Victor’s a&r setup 
remains intact with George Marek 
| continuing as manager of both the 
pop and longhair a&r division. 
Both Henri Rene and Hugo Win- 


terhalter will assist Carlton as a&r ec 


staffers and musical directors. 


Wexler Exits Big Three 
For Partnership Status 
In Atlantic Diskery 


Jerry Wexler, promotion director 
for The Big Three ‘Robbins, Feist 
& Miller) for the past 18 months, 
exits the publishing firm this week 
'to join Atlantic Records as a part- 
ner and vice-president. Wexler 
bought a stock interest in the 
jrhythm & blues diskery and joins 
Ahmet Ertegun and Herb Abram- 
{son as the firm’s owners. 


| With Abramson currently serv- 
| ing in the Air Force medical corps, 
| Wexler will share the artists and 


'repertoire chores with Ertegun as 





rights, 3c minimum royalties on | bars and the near-universal accent | been prominehtiy mentioned as well as supervising other phases of 
sheet music and guarantees of on TV sets in spots where the coin Hilliard’s replacements when and | 


the company’s operation. Atlantic, 
one of the leading r&b labels now 
in the field, is currently prepping 
_a complete 45 rpm extended play 
iseries of collated singles by blues 
| artists as well as selections from 
the diskery’s jazz catalog. 


HEIRS SUE VOGEL © 
FOR COHAN TUNES 


In an attempt to get the late 
George M. Cohan copyrights into 
the newly formed Cohan Music 
firm, an infringement action in 
N. Y. Supreme Court was brought 
against Jerry Vogel’s pubbery by 
Cohan’s heirs. The action seeks 
to terminate licenses given Vogel 
jon his Cohan properties. George 
|M. Cohan, Jr., is interested in ex- 
| ploiting the old copyrights. 
| Attorneys for both firms cur- 
rently are confabbing on a deal 
which may result in an out-of-court 
settlement. O’Brien, Driscoll & Raf- 
tery rep the Cohan estate while 
Falk & Orleans are Vogel's law- 
yers. 

Sidebar to the litigation is that 








; 
j 


ords to the RCA Victor label. Sis-| wood Cliffs, N. J., in its two-night | motional splash for the cast album | the O’Brien law firm now repping 
ter Tharpe has been one of Decca’s| stand over the weekend (22-23).|/in addition te packaging it four | the Cohan estate had at one time 
top religioso diskers for the past) Orch drew a capacity 1,100 terp-| ways. Victor is issuing the score | handled Vogel's legal work and 


| acted as Vogel's attorney some 
years ago. 





; 


| Rex Cooper will be resident 
| choreographer for St. Jehn Ter- 
reil’s Music Circus at Lambertville, 
N. J. Albia Kavan and Ralph Me- 
Williams, who, like Cooper, are 


ihave also been signed, as dancers. 


offices since leaving Glaser a cou-| imized because the terpsters stayed | from the score by Perry Como and , former members of Ballet Theatre, 
bplecekpeamespussets.... 28088 gi nights preventing a turmover.‘+' Dinah Shore. 
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Billy Eckstine: “Laugh to Keep 


Back to Me” (M-G-M). Billy Eck- 


stine. who's been absent from the | 
hit lists for some time, has his 


best chance with “Laugh to Keep 
From Crying.” Crconer is in top 
form on this slice projecting the 


warm emotion of the ballad with 
impact. Surefire fodder for all 
levels. His rhythm workover on 


the reverse also rates attention. 
Perry Come: “No Other Love™- 
“Keep It Gay” (Viector’. First out 
with a pair of tumes from Rodgers 
& Hammerstein's “Me and Juliet,” 
Perry Como is headed for another 
quick takeoff. “No Other Love” 
“looks like the big ome here. Tume. 
originally penned by Rodgers for 
the score for NBC-TV's “Victory 
at Sea” is a captivating entry 
which Como i into socko 
shellac. “Keep It Gay” is a bright 
and charming slice and Como 
gives it an infectious zip. Henri 
Rene’s orch supplies a tepflight as- 
sist. 
Bill Heyer: “You're Gone™-“In- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 


Crying”-“Send My Baby 








Turkish and English, gets an ex- 


citing going over via Miss Parks’ 
vibrant attack. Thrush segues to 


a biues mood on “Nowhere Guy” | 


and hits effectively against a neat 
orch backing maestroed by David 
Carrell. Both sides are juke 
naturals. 

Les Baxter Orch: “I Love Paris”- 
“Gigi” (Capitol). “I Love Paris” is 
another item out of “Can-Can.” 
Baxter's crew gives it a haunting 
workover with an especially effec- 
tive choral treatment of the lyric. 


Rates plenty of spins. Baxter goes - 


strictly instrumental on the re- 
verse for okay results. 

Guy Lembarde Orch: “Blue Wil- 
lows”-“I'm in Love” (Decca). In 
“Blue Willows” Guy Lombardo 
has the kind of wax that should go 
a leng way in the spinning sweeps 
It’s a tender ballad item aided by 
the slick Lombardo touch. Kenny 
Martin's vocal is an asset Bot- 





visible Hands” (Okeh?. ill Heyer tom deck has a little more bounce 
BELLY BCESTEIME .6vcceces LAUGH TO KEEP FROM CRYING 
(M-G-BM} 2.2. ccc ccccccceces-+- Send My Baby Back To Me 
Pee. GP Hibvnsccdbes sdbeeheccsbcases NO OTHER LOVE 
(HERING DR oc co dabeetwneueecddacatecctease suse ten Keep It Gay 
Ph PD wees. ce ceed hasiseedsones o2 YOU RE GONE 
(ENE. = Se Rie noe os Be SRS GMA be cs cte .. Invisible Hands 
SARI PAU ck be cccedtictcbiss MATILDA, MATILDA 
CPD. 4 sb Sick. ce OURS bk dec even b caked saseetle Suzanne 





fits the pattern of today’s crooner 
vogue and he’s shown to advantage 
on this coupling. “You're Gone” 
is a topdrawer blending of lyric 
and melody which Heyer delivers 
with surefire wax appeal. Flip is 
a quasi-religioso item that will win 
patronage via the Heyer workover. 

Harry Belafente: “Matilda. Ma- 
tiida”-“Suzanne” (Victor). Harry 
Belafonte, who's been turning out 
top folk tume platters for the past 


year. could break into the com- 
mercial disk market with “Ma- 
tilda.” It's a Calypso-type entry 


pegged for mass appeal with lots 
of rhythmic bounce and a jaunty 
lyric. Belafonte socks it across for 
topflight results. “Suzanne.” how- 
ever. is limited to the folk cultists, 
a a tender Belafonte read- 
ng. 


Vera Lynn: “No More”-“I'll Al- 
ways Love You” (London). “No 
More” is a pash ballad which Vera 


Lynn takes for a stimulating wax| Ames Bros. get off to a nice start 
.as Victor pactees with this cou- 
(They recently ankled the 
| Coral label’. Combo’s voice blena- | 
“Once Upon 
= ter edge wen J — : 
Magnifi- ng “old-soft-shoe” at. | 

(Capitol).| Should do well with the juke trade.| well as UN debates and an 
er’s “Can-| Team also gets some slick harmo- | voices of Weizmann, Ben-Gurion 


ride. Thrush knows how to milk 
a lyric for all it’s worth. She dit- 
toes on the reverse with the help 
of a chorus to make it a bouyant 


biscuit. 

Gordon MacRae: “C'est 
que” - “Homin’ Time” 
Culled from Cele 
Can.” “C'est becomes 
2 mid-hit possibility via Gordon 
MacRae’s waxing. It’s a lovely 
ballad with an excellent word- 
music blending. MacRae delivers 
in his best baritone styling. He 


and the vocal by Kenny Gardner 
and The Lembarde Trie make it 
woes platter fare. 


;- ae 
indie Mars label coupling offers 
another good sampling of Woody 
Herman's bangup technique. On 
“No True Love.” a bhiues-styled 
piece. Herman shows up with a 
standout vocal. while on “Blue 
Lou” he puts the orch through a 
solid jumping groove. 

Johnny Prophet: “Ask Her While 
You're Dancing”-“Come Back 
Little Sheba” (Coral). One of 
Coral’s recent acquisitions, Johnny 
Prophet. makes a sock impression 
on “Ask Her While You're Danc- 
ing.” It's a gay tune which gets an 
added lift from Prophet's lilting 


, delivery. “Come Back Little Sheba” 


is too pretentious to get anywhere. 
Bros.: “Once 


Ames ¢ 
Tune”--You You You” (Victor). 


; pling. 
‘ing shows up okay on 
|A a 

e 


| mies across on the flip side. 

| 4 Chicks & Chuck: “Hock Mir 
. Nisht 
| (Jubilee). “Cheinik” is an attempt 


“Uska Dara™-| 
“Nowhere Guy” (Mercury). is is 
the latest entry in the “Uska’ 
Dara” wax parade. Lyric, in 


Upon A’! 


Kei Cheinik” - “Smarty” | : 
a | disk, authentic, gripping and mov- 











LAWRENCE WELK 
and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
S2nd Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Baliroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Exclusively for Coral Records 
“MINNIE THE MERMAID” 
Backed by 
“SAY IT ISN'T SO” 





— 
but it’s doubtful if this tune will 
even come close. The vocal combo 
seems to be having fun toying with 
the lyric but little of it projects. 
“Smarty” is a so-so slice. 





Album Reviews 

“Qn Your Tees”-Portia Nelson, 
Jack Cassidy, Laurel Shelby: ‘(Co- 
lumbia). This Redgers & Hart mu- 
sical, vintage 1936, is another in 
Columbia's series of bringing fave 
Broadway turners back to life on 
wax. Production is topdrawer and 
Lehman Engel’s conducting gives 
it am overall flavorsome quality 
that should appeal to showtune 
aficianados. Singers assembled for 
this package give a good account 
of themselves. The headliners. 
Portia Nelson, Jack Cassidy and 
Laurel Shelby, are standout. Score 
includes such popular items as 
“There’s A Small Hotel,” “Glad To 
Be Unhappy” and the title song. 
There’s also a brillant orch treat- 
ment of “Slaughter on Tenth Ave.” 
as well as such seldom heard 
goodies as “Quiet Night.” “The 
Heart Is Quicker Than The Eye 
and “Two a Day For Keith.” 

Meoondog On The Streets Of New 
York: (Mars). The indie Mars label 
has packaged several on-the-spot 
tapes made by Tony Schwartz of 
Moondog’s out-of-this-world sounds. 
The esoteric melodies were cut in 
midtown streets as well as the 
banks of the Hudson River. In- 
cludes such sounds as bus exhausts 
and fog horns backed by Moondog’s 
instrumentalling on such noise- 
makers as the oo, utsu and the 


samisen. 

Arthur Holzman, CBS, Mutual 
and WMCA, N. Y., correspondent, 
has written and narrates “Israel 


documentary on the events lead- 
ing up to the new state’s birth. 
Utilizing his own broadcasts, as 


‘and others, plus songs, prayers 
'and other native dialog, Holzman 
has come up with an impressive 


‘to repeat the “Bei Mir Bist Dujing. Drama of Israel's founding 
Schoen” click of a decade ago, is vividly reenacted. 





_vazrere (Best Sellers on Coim-Machines = 


1. SONG FROM MOULEN ROUGE (3) .....cceccccceccceeess 
2. DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW (16) ......-cccccceccecacecees 
3. APRIL IN PORTUGAL (3) ....... see eeeseceeesesesceseses 
4. PRETEND (13) .............-. ces eeeereneeceeceeeseseeess 
5. SEVEN LONELY DAYS (4) ......cccscccccccssescesccesss 
6. IM WALKING BEHIND YOU ........cccceccccccercccsess 
7. I BELIEVE (6) ................ te ee eereeeeeasassecsasesss 
OTE OE od. serene csaudastececs cee eeeeeeeseresecesesees 
9. SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN (3) .. ..cccsccccevccccececsess 
10. YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART (4) .......0cccecececececeeeeees 
Second Group 

eres: CRATE BORD oi oi oe cc dc counccgeesasese ecseccceces 
APRIL IN PORTUGAL .............. Sheba ease eeteeesacesece 

GE =o <0 <b 2Oe eb bance seecedccet copveueds Ce ceneacceseceecess 
HALF A PHOTOGRAPH ..............ceee% tee eeececreceseees 
WHO'S GONNA PAY THE CHECK ...... st eeeeceseeeseseeceses 


APRIL IN PORTUGAL 


HOUND DOG IN THE WINDOW 


TILL I WALTZ AGAIN WITH 
RUBY 
BIG MAMOU . 


STRANGE THINGS ARE HAPPENING 
SITTING ON TOP OF THE WORLD 


SAY SI SI 


Sere ee ee ee wnee 


YoU “"eee8 TERS ae 


“s*eeee ee eee ee ee 


Percy Faith ......... Columbia 
Peet: Pease os diss. Mercury 
SOS eee. as on > Capitol 


Nat (King) Cole ...... 
Georgia Gibbs ........Mercury 


NS PUNE: ooo cine 5 - Victor 
Frankie Laine ....... Columbia 
Richard Hayman .....Mercury 
Perry Come ..... geeecas Veet 
Joni James .....cee.-..-M-G-M 
Frankie Laine ..... Columbia 
Pree GONE “Seca se Victor 
Sylvana Manga@o ..... M-G-M 
Key Stare ....<- ‘ . Capitol 
Peggy Lee ..... paveeS az Decca 
Tony Martin ..... ccccces VIO 
Homer & Jethro ........ Victor 
Teresa Brewer ...... ....Coral 
Ee ee Capitol 
oe Sep ees Okeh 
Red Buttons .........Columbia 
Pcu!-Ford ar teeee ove. Capizol 
GUE. A. 200k onbecse os Decca 
Se Me  astacaen sds Capitol 


Is Born” (Caedman; $6.50), an LP 


++ 
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Longhair Disk Reviews 








Honegeger: Jeanne @Are au 
Bucher (Columbia, 2 LP, $11.02). 
Highly effective and moving dra- 
matie oratorio, which Honegger 
composed to Claudel’s mystery play 
| of Joan of Arc at the stake, and 

which the Philadelphia Orchestra 

presented this winter, is surpris- 
ingly well transformed to disks in 
this album. Vera Zorina and Ray- 
mond Gerome, in speaking leads: 

Frances Yeend and other soloists: 
two choirs, and the Philadelphians 
under Eugene Ormandy, do quite 
an impressive job. 

Beethoven: Quartet in C Sharp 
Miner Op. 131 (RCA Victor, $5.45). 
| One of the master’s five great final 
} Quartets, here played beautifully, 
| with warmth and maturity of feel- 
; ing, by the Paganini Quartet. 
| Haydn: The Seasons (Decca, 3 
}LP, $17.55). Rarely-heard or re- 
|}corded pastoral oratorio, quite 





jlengthy but otherwise lively, me-! 


lodie and very listenable, in a su- 
| perior recording by the REAS and 


| St. Hedwig Choirs, and soloists 
| Elfride Trotschel, Walter Ludwig 
and Josef Greindl, under Ferenc 
Fricsay’s direction. 
| Pergolesi: Four Concerti for Or. 
ehestra (Westminster, 2 LP. $9 99 
Early Italian concertinos are dain- 
ty, delicate musical works, charm- 
ingly played by the Winterthur 
Symphony Orchestra under An- 
gelo Ephrikian. Four works here 
are in G. E Fiat. A and F Minor 
Sibelius: En Saga and Tapiola 
(London, $5.95). Early (“En Saga 
and late (“Tapiola”) symphonic 
poems of the Finnish master, both 
moody, sweeping and powerful, are 
interestingly contrasted here under 
the poetic. moving readings by the 
Concertgebouw Orchestra under 
Eduard van Beinum. Ton. 





Mrs. Peter DeRose (May Singhi 
Breen) has mailed a neat brochure 
of the eulogy which ex-ASCAP 
prexy Otto A. Harbach delivered 
April 25, 1953 in tribute to the 











late 57-year-old songsmith. 
Songs With Largest Radio Audie 
The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Indez. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director, Alphabetically listed. 
Survey Week of May 15-21, 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically) 
All By Myself ......... ; ee ee ray Pee en Berlin 
April In Portugal ...... Serpe rry . eo Pre Cree Chappell 
Big Mamou teen cs chebewas eee cSOaes Peer 
Blue Gardenia—**Blue Gardenia” ...........<+-- Harms 
ND ER pe ea. ee Pee ee ae ee Four-Star 
OO a es Se rey aap een. a Santly-J 
Hush-A-Bye—*“The Jazz Singer” .............+-- Remick 
eek ee Ree CEE kn cb eed cede Cebus cee Chappell 
I Believe Are ee ee ry reyes Seeing Cromwell 
ee eee ee BOONE i. i 5. sun Caod wads soshoews Broadcast 
I'm Sittin’ On Top Of The World ................ Feist 
Sa ee MN OUR. cx: dls cccbevescoveaav Leeds 
Just Another Polka Fane cdkeWh so bedhead ee peek O8 Frank 
ee en pn ee pees United 
ee ee ES PO on os eon on amoweuee caddie Roncom 
iS OR ERD Famous 
NG k Wc casks te Dias > Gone be ake ares Brandom 
RIGS, eric his wikia te Ea a Lion 
Red Canary a a 0 ici te ai SN @ llc arenas es alee Shapiro-B 
ees Sy RT ok ns canesdboceees dake Miller 
Say Si Si . covet se ddhas odes 6 owben 0% oun ckuen Me 
Bm BR era ee SL Biue River 
aE Sa nee eM ae ap Ga ae Jefferson 
Side By Side .- ban 06d bwe6 dee 646000 0X bee ws .. Shapiro-B 
Somebody Stole My Gal ........... . Robbins 
Somebody Wonderful ae eee Re! ..... Disney 
Song From Moulin Rouge—*“Moulin Rouge” .. Broadcast 
There’s Music In You—*“Main Street to Broadway”. Chappell 
Till I Waltz Again With You ........... .... Village 
When The Red Red Robin Comes Bob Bob Bobbin’.. Bourne 
Your Cheatin’ Heart ...... a a ee ae Oe Acuff-R 
Second Group 
ON I Ee eee Mills 
ee NS ee eecaniehaa Lion 
nd oe 6 be wee oak con ban bake «ite . Hollis 
_ As 3 PSS, Sar ans Miller 
Breeze ets ChOAN Chahege dan VOdcdeeees edie. 
Caravan ... chp k 0 amoebenneeeedsesvetesaeec i 
ee Se ND sa cases scdcccenctaadids Valende” 
EE Ms nS wad ohh nak oan ge ocdeics ote Disney 
High Noon—*“High UN 6s oe ee ble cde ee Feist 
Kaw-Liga a 29° Gps , se needeeciccnee 
Let s Make Up Before We Say Goodnight ......... Feist 
Little Red Monkey _.............. iVGes so teawas Miller 
ie Pa 2 EIS rate ae Weiss-B 
i SI re ge Acuff-Rose 
| Now That I'm In Love .... veescceeccie ciate 02 
Ohio—**“Wonderful Town” ... ee : Chappell 
Return To Paradise—*“Return To Paradise” ...._. Remick 
en cng ah hoekoocade nc icChc i Alamo 
Tell Me You're Mine habeas octeeckGiaae Capri 
I Tn a tre aimee ch doin xi un eee BVC 
} i ne ee Lk Simon 
|| Will-O’-The Wisp Romance ok ie54 é42003 9s 3 
| Top 10 Songs On TV 
(Listed Alphabetically) 
Re ae TG NNOW kis oxnes soe odin une: Santly-J 
I Believe .... Wide we ka tewh adeue 6 bade adc cen deeae Cromwell 
I Wouldn't Want It Any Other A REE RFD 
eke, 2, Pree Seah e = spe: Frank 
Madness Of The Heart ..................... Seecs Boosey 
My Lady Loves To Dance ................... ind United 
DUO baunsth codate |, ke bbeees asenn da ...+.-Brandom 
Ruby ...... iS aM ss sptapbdboganlscde i ieciert. We 
Song From Moulin Rouge ....................... Broadcast 
; — MM th a shinh se bb codbnacdseketr ct en Simon 
cur Chentia’ Wag RT Tee eeereccesens 
Dae MOE ss 6 5p aa dhe pws cine keen Acuff-R 
| 
| Five Top Standards 
(More In Case of Ties) 
By The Light Of The Silvery Moon .............. Remick 
SOME MUR. paivisnspcghodeGe lds ee Harms 
Get Out And Get Under The Moon .............. Berlin 
I May Be Wrong ....... Pe Advanced 
Song Of Old Hawaii... asiebecedic ae 
t FilmusicalL ¢ Legit musical. 
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1st Gershuma Orch Tour | 
Gresses 2506; 54 Trek © 
Already Set as Result 


The Gershwin Concert Orchestra, 
which finished its first season of 
touring in Cincinnati May 16, has 
been set for a second tour next 
year by Columbia Artists Mgt., 
with a third season also in pros- 
pect. Tour, under management of 
Columbia veepee Andre Mertens, 
ran for 16 weeks, with the 95 con- 
certs grossing approximately $250.- 
900. Biz was good to capacity ev- 
erywhere but in Chicago, only bad 
<pot 


As result, Mertens has set a sec- 
ond tour, to start Jan. 3, 1954, in 
Cleveland, and run 13 weeks. for 
70 dates. Tour was shortened to 
map out itinerary for a third sea- 
son. AN. Y. date, at Hunter Col- 
lege Jan. 9, is included for the first 
time in the second season. 

Unit will be produced, same as 
this year, by Howard Lanin. It 
will be augmented from 25 to 30 
musicians, additions being more 
strings. Lorin Maazel. who con- 
ducted this season, will be succeed- 
ed by Robert Zeller next year. Two 
Caroline Long and Ted 
Uppman, will return, while two 
more soloists, Calvin Marsh and 
Susan Yeager, will be added as 
alternates. 


BLUESTONE SETS UP 
N.Y. PUB BRANCHES 


? ist¢ 
SUIUISiO, 





Harry Bluestone, Coast publisher, ' 


set up a New York branch for his 
firms this week with the naming 
of Bobby Kornheiser as general 
manager. Bluestone hit the jackpot 
several months ago with the indie 
Allied label etching by The Three 
Dons & Ginny Greer of “Say 
You're Mine Again.” He operates 
Blue River and Presto Music, both 
affiliated with BMI, and Sheraton 
Music, which is headed for an 
ASCAP tieup. 

Kornheiser had been associated 
with the Paramount-Famous firms. 
Bluestone expects to remain in N.Y. 
for three more weeks. 


Col Records Set Chi 
Sales Conclave in July 


Columbia Records has set its an- 
nual sales meeting for July 24-25 
at the Palmer House in Chicago. 
Diskery execs will outline plans for 
fail merchandise and a promotion 
campaign slated to be the heaviest 
in the company’s history. 

Col prexy Jim Conkling will 
head the contingent of homeoffice 
execs attending the conclave. 


Brit. Legit Thrushes 
Inked to Disk Deals 


London, May 19. 








Lizbeth Webb, from “Guys 2na | Disk Jockey Reviews 


Dolls,” has been signed by H.M.V. | 
for series of recordings. Her first | 
platter will feature two of the hit 
numbers from the show “If I Were 
a Bell” and “I've Never Been in, 
Love.” | 
_ Jane Morgan, currently starring 
in Tom Arnold and Emile Littler’s 
revue, “Three Cheers.” at the Lon- 
don Casino, has landed a year’s 
diskery deal with Parlaphone., and | 
teed off with “If I Were a Bell” 
and “April in Portugal.” Both will ' 


have a Coronation release. 





McPhatter Goes Solo - a 


lyde McPhatter, lead singer of 
the rhythm & blues combo, The | 
Dominoes, has quit the group to’ 
do a single. He has been inked | 
to : longterm pact by Atlantic Rec- 
ords. * 
The Dominoes, a topselling r&b} 
ctew, will continue to cut for King | 


Records, Cincinnati-headquartered - minute stint. 


label. 


A | 
Disk Flacks Assn. Execs | 

At the initial meet of the Record | 
Promoters Guild last week Paul | 
Brown was elected prez. Morris) 
Diamond was named veepee. 
Other officials set were Walter 
Hofer, _secretary-treasurer, and | 
Buddy Basch, chairman of the 


membership committee. 














VARIETY Scoreboard 


OF 


TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution | 
1 Encom passing the Three Major Outlets 1 


Coin Machines Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 


i as Published ix: the Current Issue 














NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
Grrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enw- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which ere exclusive 
with Vartery. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- * 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week © ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
ate ‘Song from Moulin Rouge 
1 1 PERCY FAITH (Columbia) eee eeenerees es ) Swedish Rhapsody 
2 4 LES BAXTER (Capitol)..................-- {April in Portugal 
})Ruby 
3 Sc & TMAN (Mercury (Ruby 
ICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) ......... | April in Portugal 
4 3 AN AIN lumbi {I Believe 
ee ee se sob else. | Your Cheatin’ Heart 
5 2 PATTI PAGE (Mercury) hescatsiates Doggie in the Window 
6 > WN : itol {Pretend | 
AT (KING) COLE (Capitol) ............ )Can't I 
7 © Be, SP AM ow dan cessacntwans Say You're Mine Again 
10 EDDIE FISHER (Victor)..........c0.e--- I'm Walking Behind You 


GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury) ........... 
-» BED BUTTONS (Columbia).............. 


.. Seven Lonely Days 
{Strange Things Happening 


oe © fC 
~] 


—" 


‘* )Ho-Ho Song 

TUNES — 
POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE. PUBLISHER 
1 1 +SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE ..........--ccecccves icsen Broadcast 
2 + CAPs BEE WU EFEE. cocci cdudedodedcccce norccdseseess ....-Chappell 
3 2  — .—__is (“sR Ce cee ee 
4 6 Serene, ee De oe ie oe peeing ita wheeaben en aaPs ans Miller 
5 3 i i - *') i @ .. Gh.) 1 1) SS er .+---5antly-Joy 
6 5 *PRETEND .... Se ee ar Pee ee ee Tere sein as dace 
7 10 *I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU................... shhadnhastohnass* Leeds 
8 g *SAY YOURE MINE AGAIN............---000-:- eres 
9 7. CBBVEE EM PAs kok cvccccccvcdvevtcces eS 
19 8 +¥OUR CHEATIN HEART..... ob chic cop biwas'e hbk banda Ebebennsvinneee 





| HANK SIMMS SHOW 
| Mon. thru Fri., 7:30-10 p.m. 

















delivery. But Sheehan has a strong | 

KIKI, Bonciats Despite a fulltime advertising | As Consistent Policy 

among pop record fans here. Fast blended programs of relaxing semi- disk policy. Diskery’s top current | 

sayed by former Air Force public delivery is well suited for commer- cay Boyd. has hit the 625,000 sales 

civilian status. Shift of Clare! minimum. The emphasis is on the | cently released “Dennis, The Men- 

scout rome Ss creaky, bad 0|Pinggers Union Sela | 700? sirens SO ether 

cal choice. Exee council of the Music Pub-| les area has been developed with 

“ney | put the Sas Sees os re’ | for the Col stablers and has opened | 

par choice of records over the 150- bership approval. Ratification vot-| 

the pa fog evening ne bet! be the switch in the election | mary Clooney; Mindy Carson with 
dominated by Hal Lewis (J./on odd years for two-year terms,| Day, and Jo Stafford with Laine. | 


dled by youthful Eddie Anderson. - 
who seems to a= ae a pretty Columbia Str esses 
close study of Sheehan's distinctive | W 
ax Duets 
following and it'll take more than Top Name 
voice imitation to dethrone him. 
: ore 
Personable Hank Simms’ voice’ szency job ‘he’s an account exec’.| Columbia Records is continuing | 
is becoming an evening habit) Sheehan finds time to line up well | to hit paydirt with its dual-name | 
ick i istinctive style es- POPS and handle narration in a Te-| 5iatter tandem, “Tell Me A Story,” | 
click is due to distinctive sty freshingly casual style. Deep draw! | etched by F in Ratan and See 
information officer at Hic cials as well as record identifica- has i ‘ i 
Field who recently reverted t0/tions, which he wisely keeps to 2| Mark and is riding high. Col's re- 
Weidenaar to competitive KHON, ic. Walt. | ace,” cut by Boyd and Rosemary 
in oomne time slot, forced KIKI — | Clooney, was kicked off with a 
: F According to Mitch Miller, Col’s 
KIKI following with his “Sunday 4 4 , - 
With Simms” stanza, was the logi- New Bylaws for Vote artists & repertoire chief, a new 
lishers Tnion | these -one releases. It's 
He —— ~ breezy, easy Comtact, Eugueyess © | else Arne new on characters 
job, and ability to coin | tor 
guage.” Fact that he’s a keen music vamped constitution last week and | . stiuations ter them. | 
ist hi e| tly readying it for mem- | UP Dew disking 
hobbyist himself explains an above | are currently ying ac the couple of months | 
ing has been set for June 18. | Miller has paired Laine with Doris | 
High spot in the new constitution Day: Marlene Dietrich with Rose-| 
this early-to-bed, early-to-rise isl-| setup. MPCE officers, according| Guy Mitchell; Mitchell with Miss 
and. Phe early a.m. field has been | to the revised plan, will be elected | Clooney; Johnnie Ray with Miss, 
Akuhead Pupule), KHON; Lucky} while the exec council will be elect-| All of the diskery’s duo platters | 
Luck, KPOA, and Jimmy Walker. ‘24 on even years for a similar time.| with Laine topped the 250.000) 


KGU. ~ Walt. | Officers and council previously had | Sales figure and Miss Day-Ray | 
been elected at the same voting. | Platter, “Ma Says, Pa Says,” hit a) 
Revised constitution also will apply meat 280,000 disk sales. 

stricter measures for control of its 
members. 





CARAVAN OF MELODY 
ith Ed Sheehan 
Mon. thru Fri., 4-6 p.m. 
KHON. Honolulu ‘ 
Ed Sheehan voiced KIKI's night-| Mitch Miller, Columbia Records 
waleade of Music” for two) agr chief. arrived back in N. Y. 
moved to! yesterday ( ) after a weekend 
trip to the Coast where he guested 
on the ABC-TV “The Orchid Room” | and 


show with 
Clooney. 











$B Suit Vs. Vogel Music 


To Decide Extension Of 
Copyright Via Later Lyric 


Question of whether the origi- 
nal period of a tune’s copyright 
can be extended by the addition of 
lyric at a later date came up be- 
fore Judge Vincent Leibell in N. Y. 
Federal Court last week in the in- 
fringement action filed by Shapiro- 
Bernstein Music against Jerry Vo- 
gel Music. 

Shapiro Bernstein filed suit 
against Vogel over the _ tune, 
“Twelfth St. Rag.” which was writ- 
ten in 1914 by Euday L. Bowman. 
Vogel claimed joint ownership of 
the tune with S-B because James 
S. Sumner, who wrote a lyric to 
the tune five years after the ini- 
tial publication, had assigned the 
rights to him. 

SB claimed that Sumner had 
written the lyric when he was in 
the employ of Jenkins Music, 
which was publishing the tune at 
the time, so he had no right to as- 
sign the lyric to another publisher. 
S-B, which bought the tune from 
Jenkins, also is attempting to estab- 
lish that the tune with the Sumner 
lyric is a composite Father than a 
joint work. If S-B’s claim is es- 
tablished by Judge Leibell, the 
lyric will revert to Vogel but he 
will be unable to publish with the 
Bowman melody or title. The judge 
reserved opinion. 

Lee. Eastman was attorney for 
SB and Edwin McMann Singer 
repped Vogel. 


PHILLY CAFES’ BLUES 
IN SHEET MUSIC FAKE 


Philadelphia, May 26. 

New gimmick for mulcting cafes 
here is the delivery of fake musie 
orders. Hotel Astor Lounge man- 
agement paid $48 last week for 
arrangements aliegedly ordered by 
Len Galloway, organist at spot.. 
Galloway had ordered no arrange- 
ments and cafe was stuck with wad 
of worthless sheet music. 

Jack Fields, of Blue Note cafe, 
similarly got tapped for $38, for 
music for Joe Loco combo playing 
his spot. A musician himself, Fields 
opened package and discovered it 
was junk. Believed here other 
cafes have been similarly victim- 
ized, with owners not declaring 
loss fearing to look like chumps. 


Infringement Rap 
Vs. Bridgeport Nitery 


Club Rio, a Bridgeport nitery, 








_was hit with # copyright infringe- 


ment suit in Connecticut Federal 
Court last week by Chappell, 
Harms, Witmark and Gotham mu- 
sic publishers. The plaintiffs claim 
that their tunes were played in 
the spot with a performing license. 

Court was asked by the com- 
plainants for an injuriction and 
statutory damages of $250 for each 
unauthorized performance togeth- 
er with court and lawyers’ costs. 





Rochester Tooters 
Sked Cuffo Operas 


Rochester, May 26. 

A season of summer opera pro- 
ductions, the first in this city’s his- 
tory will_open in Highland Park 
Bowl, June 24. All eight per- 
formiances of the four operas will 
be for free. 

The Rochester Musicians Assn. 
will provide the symphony orch 
out of funds tapped from the Mu- 
sic Performance Trust Fund of the 
recording industry. Local indus- 
tries and business firms will foot 
the rest of the bill. Eastman 
School of Music faculty members 
have volunteered to direct and 
stage the shows. 

Scheduled operas under 
stars include “La Boheme.” “Street 
Scene,” “La Traviata,” 
Fledermaus,” which will wrap up 
series Aug. 8. 
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—A GREAT SONG 


by one of the greatest singers 
in the business!... 
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DONT YOU CARE 
MY GOOD GIRL 


_ 20/47- 5329 











RCA VICTOR 


TMKS. @® Marcas Registrodes 





“WIS MASTER'S VOICE™ 
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As an aid to record retailers in identifying themes from longhair | 
classics whose names are not known to customers, RCA Victor ts_ 
distributing a novel booklet which explains and spots the key passages 
in standard works. First section of the 80-page booklet explains and | 
illustrates the various types of music with short rundowns on the major | 
composers. Second half describes the themes in the best-selling long- 
hair platters and has a keyed guide, with a ruler, which enables the 
dealer to spot such themes directly on the platters rather than play | 
the whole work. 

Another booklet, similarly formatted, gives tops to dealers on in- 
ventory, promotion, selling and personnel-training problems. Work also 
explains how records are made, from the cutting session through the 
manufacturing process. 





oD ae 


A slugging match at the Club Onyx, N. Y., Friday night (22), in 
which Cab Calloway was involved, has produced a couple of different 
“eye-witness” versions. The definite fact is that Harvey Grant, singer 
at the club, was slugged and required a couple of stitches above his 
eye. Grant says Calloway hit him. Calloway says he never touched 
Grant. 

Incident was touched off at the night spot when Calloway was 
talking to his party while Grant was performing. Apparently burned 
by Calloway’s inattention and previous brushoff, Grant challenged 
Calloway to a fight and threw the microphone onto the latter’s table. 
Calloway’s friends claim that several persons, associated with the Club, 
tried to restrain Grant and hit him in the melee. 





Another chip-off-the-old-block cleffer cropped up in Tin Pan Alley 
again last week with the entry of Nacio Porter Brown as a songsmith 
with the publication of “Laugh To Keep From Crying.” He's the son 
of Nacio Herb Brown, who started turning out tunes in the 1920s. 
Brown, pere, currently is writing and producing pix on the Metro 
lot. Brown. fils. collabed on “Crying” with Leon Prober. Kah! Music 
is publishing. 





As part of its extensive longhair program, Broadcast Music, Inc., 
is assisting in the publication of a new mag for contemporary com- 
posers who are part of the American Cgmposers Alliance, a BMI | 
affiliate. Oliver Daniel is editing the quarterly which covers the music | 
scene.in the major U. S. cities, and includes classical disk reviews | 
and notes the performances of modern works on radio stations through- 
out the country. 





Latching on to the current clink of Danny Kaye’s album of the pic | 
score from “Hans Christian Andersen,” for Decca, Columbia Records | 
has packaged an album of sides made by Kaye over 10 years ago. | 
The Col set includes Kaye’s numbers from the legit musical, “Lady | 
In The Dark,” which launched him into the bigiime in 1941, plus | 
several folk tumes etched when Kaye was in Col’s stable. 





Coral Music stepping up its disk jockey promotion via a new pub- | 
lication, Coral News, which will be published every three weeks. | 
Tabloid edition on slick paper includes news and pictures of Coral 


artists plus a rundown of the label’s bestselling disks with their | 
running time. Sheet is being put out under the supervision of Mike | 


Conner, publicity chief for Decca, Coral’s parent company. 





The Sauter-Finegan band, currently on a one-niter jaunt, is carrying 
one of the oddest assortment of instruments ever featured by a dance 
orch on the road. Among the odd pieces called for by the band’s 
arrangements are virginals, recorders, Egyptian cymbals, a harp, kazoos, 
flageolets, glockenspiels and a celeste. 





Songstress Sunny Gale is going to wind up with a lot of dolls as 
a result of RCA Victor’s promotional gimmick for her latest side, 
“Send My Baby Back To Me.”’. Diskery is mailing 2,000 dolls to disk 
jockeys who will autogra@ph them. and send them back to Miss Gale 
as mementos. 





Rosemary Clooney’s next side for Columbia Records will be a family 
act with the songstress delivering a number, “It Just Happened To | 
Happen To Me,” written by her brother Nicky Clooney. Latter is a) 


Wilmington deéjay. 








Chain Stores: Boon Or Bane ? | 


Continued from pige 55 


plus business. The sub-distribu-, of a wide, variety of disk merchan- 
tors, however, are not concerned | dise from pops to longhair. The 
with the standard dealer structure | syndicates, on the other hand, are 
and are aiming to blanket as many | 
of the syndicate store and super- 
markets as they can handle. 


Disk industry @xecs are with-! 





oni ——  _____ _-- - 





customers buy these hits at the 
syndicate counters, the dealers will 
be in a tight squeeze since they 
depend on the bestsellers for the 
volume business. If they lose this, 





holding any definitive estimate of! they will be forced to close their | 


the effect of the sub-distributors| doors. , 
until further study. On the posi-! The development of the syndi- 
tive side, they see new customers | cates is a postwar phenomenon ac- 
for platters. On the negative side,|companying the introduction of 
they see a siphoning away of busi-| the new 33 and 45 rpm speed plat- 
ness which would normally go to’ ters.) These platters offer the 
the conventional outlets. | stores a line which is easily dis- 
The importance of the standard | played in a smail ar®@& without the 
dealers stems from their stocking ‘problem of bre In “addition, 





Canadian 





Wednesday, May 27, 1953 








-—/ RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 

































































te & 
< 








et NEY JRA REY SS 


-3° 3 


con 
“a 














“2A On 
o‘< A 








°° 


load 








= Oo 


| 








3 > 





~+ 














eR | 





























m, 3 s 
r Z 5 
pis siale| [21.13 
WARTETY eisiz 138 > 
Survey of retail disk best SIO Ese /Blsisis 
sellers based on reports ob- MAiSisis = a oe = la} ? 
tained from leading stores tn alsSizia bal 5 2 21> 3/ 0 
10 cities and showing com- cia tel® cleisis (s| 
parative sales rating for this = sji< 3 z ais 2 s iAl aA 
and last week. OPS IT Isiszirtiaigti efi Tt & 
Tisislzis | | = 1 | 
Fra) = “ x4 = >is a oi p 
17 ellis] Ble 1217/ 8] o 
National > i ry Sisbilasials } ei 4 
Rating sizliei§Siei€isisi<i a 
This Last i SiStleic3is Eis is e| T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Zig@inlOlianli=zl!¥eifiad{3] s 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) WA 
1__1 “Song from Moulin Rouge”. .........-. 1 ae oe ee ee 
RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) r 
2 6 “Ruby” A Se hk Sane hea a S %:.g 4 
LES BAXTER (Capitol) 
3 4 “April in Portugal”. . ep ee ere 7 4 
- FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) 
4 2. 7h ee Bae se... a es KG 4 3 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
5 3 “Doggie : in the Window” N° Pepe ee 2 5 10 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
6 8 “Say You're Mine Again”... 9 2 4 
SYLVANA MANGANO (M-G-M) 
7 11 fg nee ee eee e ee eeeeeess 6 - 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) Ps 
8 10 “Pm Walking Behind | ee 10 6 
RALPH MARTERIE (Mercury) 
a 12 “Caravan” ................-++-. 
RED BUTTONS (Columbia) 
10 “Ho-He Song”. Jose: foe ee, = ae 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) 
11 S see. So css hes. Bac ek so dacbess 
RED BUTTONS (Columbia) 
12 7 “Strange Things Happening”........:. 5 
GEORGIA GIBBS (Mercury) 
13A 20 “Seven Lonely Days”................. 
MANTOVANI (London) 
EB SR ee ch . sce a nas tas. hase -- 1 
HOMER & JETHRO (Victor) 
15 15 “Hound Deg in the Window”. FeO Pee 
NORMAN BROCKS (Zodiac) 
16A 15 “You Shouldn't Have _Kissed BE Ss ode's's 3 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
16B “April in Portugal” . oes ccccceees 
JONI JAMES (M-G-M) 
18 ~ = ACR? 9 
F. LAINE-J. BOYD (Columbia) 
19 15 “Tell Me A Story” oe ee eee eee ee esereces 8 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) 
20 “Can't I”. oe Whe wine area o & ikea bck ee a oe ns 
1 | 2 3 
HANS CHRISTIAN | WONDERFUL TOW?P, VICTOR HERBERT MUSIC FOR LOVERS; TV CALENDAR 
FIVE TOP ANDERSEN Sreadwoy Cust suite 
DANNY KAYE Decca Mantovan Jackie Gleason Arthur Godfrey 
Decca DL 9010 London 
ALBUMS DL 5433 DA 937 LL 147 
A 919 9-391 
9-364 











| only stocking the top hits. If the | 


|\i_ae Continued from page 1 











| the syndicates are getting a 100% , couraging partnership with pack- 
|return privilege 


in most cases. | age deals: 

“Invite submission of projects 
wherein noncontract talent can 
come to you with story material for 
their own recognized talents, you 
, to finance actual out-of-pocket 
| Shooting costs by allowing such 
| costs to be charged on your books 
| against income of that picture 

through your international release | 
need many more pix than majors Of it on fair sharing terms,” says 
evidently pian to turn out, and so'! . 
addresses its keep-studio-operating | eat ak ee cae _ tal- 
x ee 1 fou y | 
plan to heads of majors and N. Y-| ting percentage of profits, vf 
corporation presidents. | setups, you might have to make 
Pointing out facilities of majors some nominal down payments but 
will be unused, - plus fact majors | certainly not more than a fraction 
are cutting down employment of | of what these talents would cost 
contractees, SPG says majors will | you at regular full cash price or on 
continue to have serious cost prob- | usual weekly salary basis.” 
lems, despite huge payroll elimina- SPG declares creative tale 


Their markup, however, is lower, | 


being only 28% as against the reg- 
ular dealer’s 38%. | 





Producers See 





ROBERT FARN 


musical figure. He combines unusual versatili 
phonies have been performed by the. New Yo 
Orchestras. 
been staff arranger for Paul Whiteman, 


SOME OF BOB FARNON’S BEST SELLERS 


Jumping Bean : Portrait of a Flirt............ 
Journey Inte Melody : A Star Is Born......... 
Dream Lover : Kiss the Boys Goodbye........ 


LONG PLAY 33 1/3 RPM 


tions. It suggests opening studio/| risking their own money on h 
facilities to indie producers by en-| deals, would spend ca “4 ef a1 


scrounging out delay, waste, un- 
necessary expansiveness in writing, 
building, shooting. 





Hus Continued from page 55 


gave writers 25% on mechanicals 
and as little as le per copy royal- 


It’s known that Bourne offered 
Rose, Hendersaqn and Dixon a com- 
pletely new deal but the cleffers 
refused and insisted on-getting the 
copyright back. Bourne is relying 
on the validity of the old re- 
newal clause in the current court 
test. Against the writers’ conten- 
tion that there was no considera- 
|tion involved in their granting of 
the renewal, Bourne is expected 
to point to his continuing exploi- 
,itation of the song. 























born Bob Farnon at 36 has already 
with superb artistry. 


He has written the musical scores for many top box off 


Andre Kostelanetz and 






ooo. LB-126 
». -LB-213 
. LB-383 
+. .LL-623 


oe eee ee ee 


i ee ee | 








established himself as an outstanding 


Two of hi 
, Philadelphia and Chicage ae 


phon 
ice films and has 
Percy Faith, 
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RECORDS 








in- 
ng, 

















te REGS ESS = MA 





ox 


+ 




































































Wednesday, May 27, 1953 





ORCRESTRAS-MUSIC 


61 














| Baa Reriews 


HENRY BUSSE ORCH (1) 


ith Bunny 
weeera Country Club, K. C. 


Currently the Henry Busse crew 
js clicking off a series of club 
dances and ballroom one-nighters | 
such as this one at the elite Mil- | 
purn Country Club on the Kansas | 
side southwest of town. 





Cther | 
dates in this series include the | 


Kansas City Club, Mission Hills | 
Country Club and the Pla-Mor 
Ballroom 


It's a big crew with trio of fid-| 
dies, three trumpets (plus the lead- 
er’s), pair of trombones, four reeds 


Delayed Take 
A look-in on Guy Lombardo 
at the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., 
evidences that nobody likes | 
“the sweetest music.” etc., ex- 
cepting huge chunks of the 
masses. In his 27th consecu- | 


tive vear at this metropolitan 
stand, at' $1.50 and $2 supper 


a a Ap i $-4444444666466464 SHFFHSHHSESE SHH SH FOSOSESHOFHSSEHHOFHEFS OHO OF 
con od 


couvert, Lombardo obviously 
continues to attract ‘em—the 
youngsters and the oldsters 
both with a fundamental, 
compelling dansapation. Lom- 
bardo sure gets ’em out on 
the dance floor, mixing up 


oldies and newies, rhythmic 
and melodic, with a solid beat. 
And it’s dancing music for ro- 
mancing. You see that all 
around. 

Benny Goodman, in the hey- 
day of his billing as “the king | 


of swing,” felt he was once 
“trapped” into the Roosevelt 
but grudgingly had to admit | 
that the Lombardos had a | 
secret-—it was a foot-tapping | 
dance tempo »that didn’t re- 
quire hot licks, gutbucket tem- | 
pos and cacophony. Abel. | 





and three rhythm. Musically Busse | 
has shaped the product principally | 
for dancing, but with a good deal | 
of embellishment in the way of 
special instrument work and vo-| 
cals. And always in the picture is | 
the “shuffle rhythm” now estab- | 
lished as his trademark. 
Vocally, Busse calls on deep-| 
throated, blonde Bunny Curtis for | 
a ballad or standard, and with af 
special mike arrangement drum-/| 
mer Gardner Hitchcock chimes in 
with a ballad or sweet tune vocal 
occasionally. Repertory is pretty | 
much from the hit paraders, stand- 
ards, old faves and a Latin now 
and then. in. 


LR 


NO MORE! 


(From the laternationcl “Tango” 
Success, BASTA) 





Recorded by 


VERA LYNN 


(LOMBON Record #1298) 


REX MUSIC PUBLISHERS 
" PUBL 


550 Fifth Avenue 
New York 346, M. Y. 






















Attorney, 35, married, native of Washington, 
0. C., untii recently geverament proseecter, 
and formerly musician, songwriter, anf Chief 
Overseas Section, Army Entertainment Branch, 
U. $. Army, would dike te get back Inte the 
business.” Cam prove earnings of more 
‘han $10,000 now, Sut wilt consider test 4f Jed 
Ter is \eteresting. Sex V¥-2227, VARIETY. 
West 46m St, Mew York 56. 














Disk Com 


ee 


CAPITOL 


1. HALF A PHOTOGRAPH 
ALLEZ-VOUZ-EN 


2. APRIL IN PORTUGAL 
SUDDENLY 


3. I AM IN LOVE 


see 


RUBY 
A LITTLE LOVE 


COLUMBIA 


eet eeee 


SWEDISH RHAPSODY 


HO-HO SONG 
4. I BELIEVE 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 


CANDY LIPS 


CORAL 


1. INTO EACH LIFE 
TOO MUCH MUSTARD 


2. I WANNA KNOW 


3. FRENESI 
ALL NIGHT ILONG 


5... DANCIN’ WITH SOMEONE 
BREAKIN’ IN THE BLUES 


DECCA 
1, HONEY IN THE HORN 


1, SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 


2. THEME SONG FROM LIMELIGHT 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT 
3. STRANGE THINGS ARE HAPPENING 


5. LET’S WALK THAT-AWAY ... 


eeeeeeneee 


TILL THE MOON TURNS GREEN 


4. TELL WHERE GOOD TIMES 
HEY! MR. COTTON PICKER 


ORGAN GRINDER’S SWING 





e | 
panies’ Best Sellers... 
ARTIST 
bowscadesabestnens oa Kay Starr 
<ecudie ven © ........Les Baxter | 
owes cunebabeds Nat (King) Cole > 
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GR Nat (King) Coe 


»++---Les Baxter 


et eee eeeeere 
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Red Buttons 3 
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T. Brewer-L. Brown 


Johnny Long 


eee eeeee 


. Eydie Gorme 


Teresa Brewer 


Four Aces 


- 
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* 
* 
+ 
+ 
+ 
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McGuire Sisters-A. Lund ¢ 
@ 
© 
e 
© 
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2. SAY SI SI pie eabec bli seeeianceeen Mills Bros. 3} 

I™ WITH YOU $| 

eh ora, ars” Bic s ov o.4 idl wahins.0 0 6O0 CREE bes Victor Young ¢/| 
SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 4 

“i 5 7 I aes Bee eee Red Foley ¢ 
MANSION OVER THE HILL | 

ee oD PR erecertt eer Peggy Lee +| 
WHO'S GONNA PAY THE CHECK T | 

LONDON ; 
TERRY’S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT Frank Chacksfield 4 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT z 

2. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE ............... Mantovani ¢ 
VOLO COLUMBO 3 

3. ALL THE TIME AND EVERYWHERE .... Dickie Valentine + 
BROKEN WINGS 
IN A GOLDEN COACH ...... ....cccccces .....Billy Cotton 
CORONATION BELLS MARCH 

3 5. LA MER jxqrese 4 cans dhkw oan eaesnue eee 

ON THE BRIDGE 

MERCURY 

Tl por errr eer se ek ey Richard Hayman 
LOVE MOOD 

2. DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW ........... Seiaks es Patti Page 
MY JEALOUS EYES 

ay 8 -§. .. _ | errr rrrrrr re reyes Vic Damone 
I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU 

4. APRIL IN PORTUGAL .............00..:; Richard Hayman 
ANNA 

5. SEVEN LONELY DAYS ............-; bender Georgia Gibbs 


IF YOU TAKE MY HEART 


M-G-M 


1. ANNA .... 
I LOVED YOU 


2. YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART .. 
I'LL BE WAITING FOR YOU 


3. KAW-LIGA 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

4, IS IT ANY WONDER... 
ALMOST ALWAYS 


S. COQUETTE .......... se eoniateoesusbesiia dace ae 
A FOOL IN LOVE 

RCA VICTOR 

1. I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU ......... Sedeeis Eddie Fisher 


JUST ANOTHER POLKA 


2. HOUND DOG IN THE WINDOW .. 


PORE OL’ KEE-LIGER 


MY ONE AND ONLY HEART... 


SAY YOU’RE MINE AGAIN 
USKA DARA 
TWO LOVERS 
5. NOW HEAR THIS 
APRIL IN PORTUGAL 


ALC. Looking to Holiday 
After May’s Raia Record 


Atlantic City, May 28. 
Hoping for a break in the weath- 
er after oné of the wettest Mays 
in history, steady and seasonal 
spots here are preparing for the_ 
Memorial Day weekend. The resort 
itself will observe the day by offi- 
cially unlocking the ocean for bath- 
ers as the first lifeguards go on, 
duty. In conjunction with this a 
style show will be given in the 
court ef Hotel Dennis on 
Bacha- 


4. 


“see ee ee eee . 





ccovecccoccess- Silvana Mangano 


ap re ostbesees os ee ta 
Seer Te! 6 
e*e@eeeeveeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeee Joni James 


ai abbueenndsiteséesnuee Kitt 
rt PTT eT TT TTT. £ _ 





..-Homer & Jethro 


ovedactebecane Cle 


Ballroom while Gloria DeHaven is 
booked for the vaudeville with 
Vince & Gloria Haydock, Bernie 
George, Herbert and Saxon, and 
Bobby Whaling & Yvette. 

Other piers, the old Millior Dol- | 
lar which has been converted the | 
past few years into an amusement 
park, will be set-for the added busi- 
ness as will the spot located on the 
site of the old Steeplechase. Night 
spots don’t expect to do too much 
until next month, when better tal- 
ent will be booked. 





Bridgeport—WICC-TV is having 
open house to the public concur- 
rent with the opening of its new, 
studios. Station is using its AM 
a to plug the studio oe 

&. 





| their 


A&R Men's ‘Open House’ for Cleffers 


Hikes Tune Prices, Draws Pub Beefs 


With biz in a summer slide, mu- 


sie publishers are again placing 
|a good part of the blame on the 
z disk companies. 


Special target is 


the “open house” practice insti- 


| tuted by artists & repertoire staffs 


for tune auditioning. 
Pubs’ squawk is that the diskers 


“we'll hear ail comers” attitude 
has them not only competing 
among themselves but with indte 
tsongwriters as well. The a&r 


men, on the other hand, cia m that 
it makes no difference from whom 
they get a song and it’s the pubs’ 
problem to nab the writer of a 
tune that’s been accepted. 

By accepting unpublished songs, 
the disk companies have given the 
eriters added ammuniiion for 
pact talks with the pubs 
Writers, who have made their own 
disk deals, have been holding the 


| pubs over a barrel when peddling 


the tune. The pubs claim that the 
writers jack up the price on a 
tune that’s slotted for a disking 
about five times the figure asked 


on a tune that’s not yet been set. 


, In many instances writers, who’ve 


lined up a small label for their 
song, have been asking pubs for 
as much as $1,000. Not only is 
the figure too high, one publisher 
claimed, but the value as creative 
music men is becoming practical- 
ly negligible. 
Narrowing Field 

Another wrinkle sparked by the 
“open house” setup is that the 
a&r men sometimes take a song 


from a writer with the condition | 
| that they have the say on what 
This narrows | 


firm is to publish it. 
the field down to handful of pubs 
who’ve made some sort of deal 
with the diskers. 


Opportunities for pubs to pick 


up songs from writers after latter | 


have received a disking promise 
also is becoming more limited by 
the increasing number of song- 
smiths who've been setting up 
their own firms. 
ure that since they’ve already got 


att nenteaataeaieeimmeeencedete eee teen re cae 


The writers fig- | 


| the record they can rake in all the 

potential p-ofts with their own 
operation. However, it’s the writ- 
ters, who don’f want to be bothered 
with their own musie firms, that 
are giving the pubs a hard time 
with upped demands in selling 
their tunes. 


Eddie Fisher to Etch 


Maurice Chevalier Tune 


Singer Eddie Fisher, who along 
with his maneger, Milton Black- 
stone, returned yesterday (Tues.) 


to the U. S. from a two-week stand 


at the London Palladium, will re- 
cord a tune “How Far From 
Home,” written by Maurice Che- 


valier. F?sher. white abroad scored 

three sides for HMV, the RCA Vic- 

tor counterpart in Great Britain. 
Fisher, p!ayed to capacity audi- 


ences during his Palladium stint 
and also had SRO at two shows at 
the Opera House, Blackpool, Sun- 
day (24). 


M-G-M Preps Set Of 
‘Caesar’ Highlights 


M-G-M Records is prepping a 
soundtrack album release of dra- 
matie highlights fromthe forth- 


|coming Metro pic, “Julits Caesar.” 
| Starring in the album will be Mar- 
lon Brando, John Gielgud Greer 
|Garson, Deborah Kerr and James 
| Mason. 

| Background music was penned 
by Miklos Rosza. 


Cab’s ‘Porgy’ Album 


Cab Calloway, currently starring 
in the_revival of “Porgy and Bess” 
at the Ziegfeld Theatre, N. Y., will 
cut a 45 rpm extended play album 
of tunes from the Gershwin score 
for RCA Victor. 

Set is being planned for fall 
' release. 
































On a String 


MGM11481 
K1148} 


MGM R 








FRAN WARREN - 


+ : i 
Challenge 
You 


78 RPM 
45 RPM 


ECORDS 

































































































































































































































































: ; » Harry Davidson, the | 
Dukes in Detroit from: May 29 to| Bime Rockets and the Band ef the | 
31... Ted Weems moves to! Reyal Marines (Portsmouth) will be 
Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee. June} featured . . . David Rese arriving 
23 for two weeker . . . Tom Reed) here June 17 ©n a business trip .. . | 
opens Dutch Mill at Lake Delevan.| Singer Teddy Johnsen and band- 


weeks at the O’Henry ... 


Jey | 


Dances in AFM Row} 


Philadelphia, May 26. » Ay oe : 
Hassle between the | For Eacou: \ mg Payola | 


Wise., July 10 for nine days; then) leader Ray Ellington hospitalized | tooters local and the Starlight Ball- 
to Chicago om July 22 for four! for throat operations. |room in Wildwood, N. J., over mu- 











Raps: ‘Excicsive’ Policy 


Man ester, N. H. 
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0 } UJ | tr an 2 ee ewe an ; . 
p i\ h YS | a A a F 4 ; 
New York Denver. foe ls oe 2 +l 
Gus Music t * 3 City, for two frames, Wea, ern aa 
econtactman, and his wife were in-| commencing May 29 . . . Four Lads 
jured in an — enter tp Rdage Club, oe aagate . 
week. re 2 June or two weeker ... ; YJ ¥ i, oe er I > C) 
Hospital, Eimhurst. LI. ... Bill) Wee Hunt takes over Crest Lounge. | J4ORFEVF ’ e 2 , §|§ 
Hegner rejoined Mike Hall's flack-} Detroit, June 30 for four weeks; Survey of rvtail izes murie = | Z a 2 ois 
ery after six months as road maN-| then two rounds at Colonial Hotel, | sales based on reports attzined =; = é sifli . 
ager for George Shearing --J@ Rochester, Ind. beginning July 27 from leading stcves in 11 cites is — 4 S ais 
Ann Tolley into the Mayfair Club.| Hal Macintyre plays Lakeside d th no  eaeeliee @dhen | 18 | 7T. Sial si? -¢ 
Wilkes Barre, Pa.. June 1... Bud-)| park Denver, for two weeks, open- = stage gp type mm ' i és two ieic -Siei@isZig 
engagement at the Clef Club. Hol- Jimmy Palmer into Lake Club * ASCAP + BA | | % s/eis Flel_ Zizis ; 
lywood, June 3.- Billy Eckstine| —\ringfield. Ill, for two stanzas ——— MIF ISlelsIFISiFisisi-ai 4 
begins a two-week stand at the) sting June 9... Redheads enter Bie bet Pea CELT a 8 ee ee © 
Chicago Theatre, Chicago, June 5 Congress Hotel. St. Louis, July 3 Sie! > | Sisisiei¢ Sigil - 
Mecca Records. indie label| ¢.. four frames .. . Claude Thorn- . Pa re lOoi®lSelieici= =\é = 
headquartering in Seattle, pacted| hin to do single nighters in Texas National | 2 BOs Ge us & bak eel a 
The Chanticleers, vocal quartet. through June ... Buddy Morrow Rating oe is a | A : aaa siz , s é J 
and tenor John Morgan --Tony | i, midwest through June ... Ralph : P tiaisSisiSisiei#*’izg is isi N 
Seett Trie currently at age hy Marterie goes into Colonial Hotel, This Last , 4 lz1siziait | Sisisi8i$; 
Blue Room. N.Y. .. Trudy | Rochester, Ind.. on June 29 for one wk. wk. Title and | ublisher Z m% | m ISiH#IEIEAlZIS1E! s 
ards opened. st the ppeomiens- heesk ' Buddy Moreno has left = ————o=™—= —-= — —!2 
Pittsburgh. Monday (25) (Al Gx | radio station WBBM to reorganize | 1 1 +Moulim Rouge (Broa ‘cast).. ..... 2 2 2 1 2 1 2 4 2 = 1 2 10 
Srimpeter Pete Como. a 2 3 ‘April im Portugal (¢) \ppell) Wh 26 2 EO 
Ella Fitegerald opens at. Bird-| 32 °I Believe (Cromwell) ..... ....  ¢ eae 62s YY SO 
Ne tae ae-Guen tak: London 45 _*Degsie in the Window \Santl-J). 03S ST a 
NY. tomorrow (Thurs.).. Steven; Radio Luxembourg is starting a 3 4 ‘Pretend (Brandom).....\\.-- _---: s:.2%: 8. § = 2.9 4 7 5:10 5:1 
Marea named. promotion director) new series of record programs oh 6 8 *Pm Walking Bebind You \‘Le:ds) -. O83 -@ 6°19 6 4°38 3. 7 7 Ff 
a eam — pewsoe Mn wenigy June 1, under the title of “The 7 7 ‘Ruby (Miller)........ Me pe .e 8s 6@ 68 8 Ft & 
erch, . currently e-ni : ~ s - : See Corer 6 ; . si “O77 
New England, opens at the Band-| a ba Stan ot Se : ‘Say You're Mine (Meredian) ..- we 2.10 .._ 8 a - 
box, N.Y..June9 . Nat (King) Cole | sare’, Wht dingy Berney Rss pea 9 6 *Seven Lonely Days (Jeffers:\i wae 7 8 10 7 _5 9 20 
at the Club Tiffany, Les ce4 Paul & Mary Ford are among the 10 8 ?¥eur Cheatin’ Heart (Acuil.)\) 7 F . ¢ 8... 19 
June + ub) darting June 1. | deeiays to be featured Burl | ii 10 ?TiM I Waltz Again (Village). \... ~90p 3 8 10 6 12 
guar Club, starting June 1. | Ives will do two concerts on June ; oe tal : 
—_—_—_— Peng, Beccary nae Pn 12 "My One & Only Heart (Ronco: y os 8 
7 and 14 at the Royal Festival Hall, cn : >o —- aT) dices 
Chicago as well as TV, and plans to stay 13A_ 12 *Side by Side (Shapiro-B).....- oe a .. .. 6 
| seven weeks .. . Dance bands are | 138 ?Teil Me a Story (Montclare) » + 5 66 
Billie Holiday opens at Beaucoup | being widely featured in the BBC's - with (Valand _ 9 9 4 
Lounge on May 29 for three week) Coronation Day plans. TV will 15 Dancing With Someone (Valand: 
_— a: 3 Bg mee gt to en feature fe tay five-band pres- | exec: )\ our ome : 
Rely S- Se ene ©| entation June 3, as part of their ins: ‘ |treat all jockeys fairly? 
July 15 ; .. Seear Ray Rebinson| Coronation celebrations. Edmundo | N_J. Spot Curtails Disk Jocke; issn. Prez | ol 
ed for Ros 


(WFEA-CBS; President, American 
Society of Disk Jockeys. } 


M-G-M Pacts Mottela, 













Mill in Chi for seven days, begin- 
ning June 3 .. . 
into Terrace. 
two stanzas beginning May 25. 
Georgia Carr to do single frame 
“ at Colonial Tavern, Toronto. bow- 
ing in on June 8... Eddie 


Cayler all-girl tand play Melody | 


} 
Herbie Fields goes 
East St. Louis, for} 
; 
| (Thurs.) 
| Symphony season is over, trom- 


Pittsburgh 


Now that Pittsburgh | 


, bonist Jack Purcell has launched | 


day night terp operation from its | you’re a key jockey and sh: 
previously 


Tiree Suns open week's engage-| for the upcoming summer season. 
ment at Vogue Terrace tomorrow | The Starlight will drop its Wednes- | 


Editor, \'ARIETY: ° 
, | If you're a deejay yuu Lear about Cathy Ryan as Single 
| Sicians scales has resulted in a cur- exclusives many times c week. | Tony Mottola has been pacted to 
| tailment of the spot’s terp schedule | Some so mgplugger or ceo "d com- 


wax a group of instrumental sides 
for M-G-M Records. Mottola, who 
composes the background music to 
CBS-TV's “Danger,” previously had 
waxed several themes from “Dan- 
ger” for M-G-M album. It was a 


| pany sends you a recor’ stating 
ithat you are it! You're re eiving 
this record exclusively ‘*  tause 
i in- 
skedded Wednesday, | ime 


troduce it to the nation. The 































Youngstown. next month... John- 
my Lewis Trie at Conneaut Lake 
Park’s Beach Club for. indefinite 


Capitol Takes Over 
46th St. RCA Studio 


Capitol Records, which had been 
hopping from one recording studio 
to another in the New York area 
since it started cutting in the east, 
latched on to permanent recording 
home last week. Diskery is taking. 
over the RCA Victor studios on 
West 46th street. 











it's Masic by 


JESSE GREER 


Program Teday Yesterday's 


ON THE BEACH 
| | WITH YOU | 


WORDS & MUSIC, INC. 
(1619 Broadway, New York) 









RCA. -Gap will operations in 
the new space about Oct. 16. 





during the past year helping un- 
derprivileged and handicapped 
children. Since its inception in 
1928, Golden reported, the show 
biz philanthropic org has spent 
about $25,000,000 in charitable 
endeavors where Variety Tents 
are located. ~ 

Outfit named a committee to 
produce a tworeel Technicolor 
film depicting the humanitarian ac- 
tivities of various Variety Tents. 
Coin was okayed for the project. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending May 16) 
London, May 19. 
In Golden Coach. .Box & Cox 
I'm Walking Behind. . Maurice 
I Believe ce 
RS See pee 














Another BMI "Pin 


, Up" Hit 
MANY ARE THE TIMES 


DON eeewiliee 















































. -(MGM) 


Published by WEISS ¢ BARRY, INC. - 





Doggie in Window.. Connelly 
Black Eyed Susie. .Cinephonic 


Oh Happy Day...... Chappell 
Windsor Waltz ........ Reine 
Downhearted .... New World 


Little Red Monkey .. Robbins 
Wonderful Copenhagen Morris 


Hold Me, Thrill Me..... -Mills 
Second 12 
Till I Waltz Again... F. D. & H. 
Broken Wings ......... Fields 
Celebration Rag .......Wood 
Red Feathers ........... Dash 
Wild Horses ......... Morris 
Moulin Rouge ...... Connelly 
Don't Believe Me...F.D. & H. 
BR Re in Sess bs Dash 
Outside of Heaven..... Wood 


Because You're Mine. . Robbins 
Coronation Waltz ...Northern 
Coronation Rag ......Magna 





through repeated plays, but cer- 
tainly it’; not very often. 

* Perhaps the worst result of the 
tmnatter of exclusives is the bad 
feeling i). creates among jockeys. 
For instaice in a certain large city 
in the ea.iern section of the coun- 
try, it is a known fact that if a 
disk is g ven to a certain jockey 


off” that particular recording. 
What i: more, exclusives bring 


name you know it by. 
talk, 


In plain 
the disk jockey is offered 


for giving 
geod play 
No matter how many say payola 
no longer *xists, they are just plain 


of cases where it exists today and 
will exist tomorrow and the day 
after. Exclusives only tend to in- 
crease this already serious prob 
lem. 

It boils down to this: Do the 
publisiiers and record companies 
want to have the support of just 
a few key jockeys in the nation or 
do they wut the full support of a 
network 9: deejays coast to coast? 
If the ans ver is yes, then why not 


GA 


i+] : 





as an exclusive, all the other dee-| 
jays im the city take steps to “lay 


forth another jockey problem, and | 
that is pey for play or whatever 


money or special, expensive gifts | 
an exclusive a really | 


kidding themselves. I myself know | 


Howard | ,; Friday and Saturday dance policy.| element of the exclusive ‘ies 
; his dance ba -and- : : -shot Lh r. 
into Monticello, Ind- from July 22) Country club circuit for the sum-| Starlight execs claimed that the |from thn-e days to three week». {Oneshot deal however. 
eo 2 CR rlie Spivak | mer ia Seigie has tempo-| Philly local had arbitrarily hiked| Actual y, in most cases, you «0 ed te Baa Oe ~ ate euek. 
ed for Edgewater Beach Hotel} rarity reptaced Lucy Anderson on | the tooters’ seale for the ballroom! on the ai; shouting, “I've got sow - ie aha he ~ 
» Pte aye 12 so heny 4 a selene the piano at Hotel Schenley dining | above any other spot in its jurisdic- thing novody else has!” and th oe ese pean ge ola 
pte ht Med Te neeenncirnnn eens | FO —— Confer has = beens Ballroom's a warmed find out some other deejay ha: a hon wits the eat Saeee wh 
—— TS | ceed Rhodes as vocalist cided to drop the Wednesday hops) bees liying this same record ~ i 
, with Walter Gable outfit at An-| rather than face an cassetive and soon ge Or, perhaps, you 
IT'S SWEEPING THE COWMTRY)) kara. Confer also doubles as m.c. cost. Already lined up for the | really do have an exclusive; yes, so 
one Dy Mewes ary Poo weekend dances are Johnny Long, exclusive that nobody else would 
Baron Elliott senda for th n@ | Ralph Marterie, Les Brown, Ray ever wart te play this record. In| 
nual Policemen’s Ball here at the | 4nthony, Louis Prima, Stan Ken-| this way she exclusive angle is used 
illiam Anita | ton and Charlie Spivak. |to get a poor disk on the air, when 
ha Trio .~ a eiaic Rees | tiormally. the side would die a hor. 
into r’s | - : “a 
club for a limited stay ... Larry | 'rible death. The result is that his 
Faith crew had option picked up| audience: suffer through repeated 
again at Horizon Room of Greater plays of : sub-par recording. Once 
Pittsburgh Airport ..Artie Arnell . in a million a deejay might be able 
i FERRANTE & TEIcHtR | band goes into Idora Park in Continued from page 5 Samm tc create a hit from a poor record 
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Mountaineers Yodel for Exclusive Bills;: IP HIT 
t 2 
ameers : TAP Heavy V Now I Bo 
0 or ebilis; FIN SET IP HIT |Heavy Vegas Sugar Now a DOW 
Doubling Makes Hit-and rT | 
: it-and-Run M A) irTs;) ForS Name Dates Elsewhe 
r oul es and-nun nus | pc FIA ACTS or Op ame UaiesS where 
L There’s a growing tendency+ ' 5 + The kingsized salaries being of- 
P ate meena tetas tana Co : Russell’ Rivie Chirago, May 26 "1? . 9) | fered by Las Vegas niteries to lure 
or shows tha » May <0. 
oO or during the course of one | nnie $ Ta . Owners of 31 Chicagoland niter- | Hildy $ Thin 956, Mont’! | Sim players into cafe stands may 
i 4 wvening. System has been work-! Connie Russell has been signed | /€S: 25 members wf the Chicago | Montreal, May 26. / yet have a beneficial effect on 
N ing out successfully at resorts out-/for the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., Entertainment Manigers Assn. and| ‘Tyjymph Productions’ “Concert | peadli sone iteri 
T side of the Catskill belt at talent | Starting June 30 on the show with | 14 performers filed a $2,740,000 | yarieties,” with Hildegarde, Paul | mice <aclgeeMin-s a =e 
S prices only slightly higher than | the Will Mastin Trio featuring | SUit against the American Guild of | s7artman and Dorothy Sarnoff, did | “¢4tres. For example, Van John- 
a would prevail if they played shows | Sammy Davis, Jr. | Variety Artists ard the union's! poor $9,500 last week at Her | S0m, who took time off from screen 
4 | that came from another nearby| | Layout with Tony Martin and | Bob Hope, national president. and | Majesty's with 1,700-seater scaled | chores to work the Sands Hotel, 
= A inn. | Bambi Linn & Rod Alexander will | : ack Irving, natioial administra-}to $4.80. played Casino, Toronto, the Seville, 
7 F The innkeepers feel that they | follow July 14. or. : Show is now in Buffalo. Montreal, and the Chicago Thea- 
: ' would like to follow the pat) trod Brief filed in Ch Federal Court tre, Chicago. Nelson Eddy, who 
57 | py such spots as Saltz’s, Mt. Free- °.9 | by a quartet of i: -yers charges! e was also tempted by the Vegas 
51 i dom, N. J.; Unity House in the Po- | Joe Louis Unit that- AGVA in its attempt to en-| fortunes, is now set for the Copa- 
:7 conos, Forest Park, Pa.; Log Tav- 8 | force its welfare fund is violating | a ntenni cabana, N. Y. Gordon MacRae, al- 
” ern. Milford, Pa., Goldman’s, Pleas- | Section 302 of the National Labor | though no stranger to vaude 
“ antdale, N. J.; Totem Lodge, Aver- | Relations Board Ac’ of 1947. This | | houses, plays the Casino, Toronto, 
27 ill Park, N. Y.; Grossinger’s, Fern- Ball k ) states that it is unlz wful for an em- | b this wek and then moves to El 
20 dale, N. Y.. and Coneord, Kiamesha Dar a @S | ployer to pay any n.ney to a union | ears u | Rancho Vegas, in an act.with his 
9 Lake, N. Y., which are in position jfor welfare or trrst fund unless | wife, Sheila. 
2 to advertise their talent because The “Biggest Show” {dea is set | there is a detailed written mutual Omaha. May 26 Anna Maria Alberghetti, the 
< they have an exclusive on them for | to invade the outdoor field this |28Teement. It alx provides that} 6.43 Centennial officials are | YOUNg Italian soprano, is now dick- 
8 that evening. Also, operators| summer. The Gale Agency, which | @"Yone wilfully dis: beying the act |) eothing easier Most. of the | ering for a Las Vegas stand, and 
6 would like the privilege of giving | has been packaging these layouts, is | 5®4!! be subject to a fine of $10,000 | — ee nhacks underwriting the 1954| Will probably follow with vaude 
i their acts a rehearsal so that the | wrapping up a “Rhythm and Blues” | 2"4/0r a year. impi:so:.ment, | event are in the till. Initial report | dates. 
vi musicians would be able to play} package to play ballparks and sta-| Suit is the culmin: tion of actions! of the exec committee said 101| So far, the list isn’t formidable 
the show in a creditable manner, | diums during July and August. In- | since last Novembe ' when AGVA/|4rms had pledged $218,000 only } agents having been content just to 
— and the performers would know} cluded in the show so far are | informed cafe owners and bookers | $32 000 short of the launching goal. | get them into the lush Vegas spots 
in advance how to work that house.| former heavyweight champ Joe | that they must pay "2.50 weekly to| And other businessmen are expect- | But the handlers, seeing that the 
7s, in addition, the innkeepers would} louis, Erskine Hawkins band,|a welfare fund. ‘ oon after this, |eq to take up the slack shortly act being done by the filmsters can 
rican & like to keep their ulcers from} Dusty Fletcher, the Clovers, with |the cafe owners ir ‘ormed AGVA} Underwriters will be repaid from | pass muster in most situations, are 
spreading because perfermances/| more acts still to be signed. that they would no’ contribute to | sale of $10 ticket books to the vari-| now seizing this opportunity to 
4 frequently must be delayed until| “Rhythm and Blues” will cover | such a fund as it wa a violation of |ous events. The $10 books, it’s | persuade them to carry on in other 
' (Continued on page 68) the southern route which many | the NRLB, and also asked that the | claimed, will be good for historical | parts of the country. 
{ race attractions have found to be | Chicago-Federation f Labor medi-} spec, musical festival, IBC boxing| The agents argue that trips 
; H 2 5G St. I es BI extremely profitable. Sister Ros- (Continued on page 68) match,- rassle, air show, square! around the country constitute an 
ngle ope $& ues |etta Tharpe, Marie Knight and -|dance, pyro display, costume balls, | excellent means of reeapturing au- 
St. Loujs, May 26. others have plied that territory for . 1 forums, major league baseball ex- | diences and build up a reservoir of 
ed to ' Maybe it was the 90-degree tem- | many years to sizable takes. Veloz & Yolanda 6 2G hibition, pro football game and a| good will‘among the people by let- 
sides |} perature, but Bob Hope, Les This is the first unit packaged by San Frans sco, May 26. | pro hockey exhibition. [ting themselves be seen at pop 
who i) Brown and troupe drew only 3,000} the Gale office designed specifical- Veloz & Yolanda ‘ »ncluded their} Meanwhile, managing director | prices. Another argument is pro- 
ic to 4 for a $5,000 gross last night|ly for outdoors. Other have play-| week's run at the 1 “50-seat Geary | Alfred Stern is speaking daily at | vided by the comparatively small 
y had 4 (Mon.) in the 12,000-seat munici-| ed the large arenas and auditor. | on Sunday (24) to cl alk up a color-| civic functions plugging exhibition.| number of films in front of the 
‘Dan- pal auditorium. iums. |less $6,500 or there:bouts. {He says Will Rogers, Jr., of Na-| cameras. They might as well make 
yas a It was the smallest crowd Hope It’s recognized that the biggest; “Dance Cavalcade rated mixed jtional Congress of American In- | some dough and some new friends 
has drawn in three previous ap-| coin is in the al fresco field. Record | reviews but was bac’ ed by top pro-jdians, is considering Omaha as | during the enforced vacation from 
- add- pearances here in seven years. is held by Bob Hope. imotion. House was 'caled to $3.60.' site for that org’s 1954 convention. ! films. 
week. mw nares car Denctatnieenlll —e 
disk- — 

















































































ANIA DORFMAN 
MAX DREYFUS 










FRANK FOLSOM 
JONAH GOLDSTEIN 



















BILL JOHNSON 








IRVING CAESAR and SISTER 


GRAND STREET BOYS 
DOLORES and BARBARA GRAY 
OSCAR and DOROTHY HAMMERSTEIN 


HILDEGARDE and ANNA SOSENKO 


DAVE and RUTH KAPP 


SIR LOUIS STERLING OF LONDON, ENGLAND, 

TENDERS HIS BEST THANKS AND APPRECIA- 

TION OF THE BIRTHDAY GREETINGS SENT HIM 

BY HIS FOLLOWING FRENDS OF THE ENTER- 
TAINMENT WORLD IN AMERICA: 


NAT 


_ FRITZ] KAPP 


KARSON 


ALFRED KATZ 


FLORENCE and BOB K. IENDLER of ‘21’ _ 
JESSIE ROYCE LANDI: 


and 
NAT 


and SALLY LEFK! »;WITZ 


IRENE MANNING | 
MARY MARTIN and Di CK HALLIDAY 
DICK and DOROTHY | ODGERS 


BILLY ROSE 


MANIE SACKS 





DAVID and LIZBETH SARNOFF 
‘ROBERT and FELICIA SARNOFF 
FLORENCE SHIENTAG 

LEE and MARCELLA SHUBERT 
ETHEL SMITH 

BELLA and SAM SPEWACK 
SOPHIE TUCKER and SISTER ANNIE 
FRANK WALKER 

FERN WHITNEY 

JERRY and JEANETTE WHYTE 
LOU WILSON 























VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 27, 1953 





Memph 


Peabody Challenging Claridge 





For Summer B.0. Via Eight Top Orchs 


Memphis, May 26. 
Memphis’ nitery and dance fans 
will 


Peabody during the summer sea- 
son. Peabody, which vies for honors 
in the top name Band. bracket 
with the nearby Claridge Hotel, 
will splurge with eight leading 
orchs augmented by a week's en- 
gagement spotlighting Decca sing- 
er Don Cherry. 

The Peabody band brigade 
booked by Hotel prexy Frank 
Schutt teed off today (Tues.) with 
Art Mooney and his crew of 18 
performers. The Mooney outfit 
also will preem the summer sea- 
son in the snazzy Plantation Roof 
atop the hotel in the heart of down- 


be served another terrif | 
lineup of name bands by the Hotel | 


| for July 25, Ray Pearl booked for 
|Aug. 3 and Henry Busse tabbed 
for two weeks beginning Aug. 10. 
Chuck Foster orch is pencilled in 
ito shutter the Plantation Roof sea- 
son for two weeks beginning Aug. 
24. 

Roy Moore, w.k. national golf 
exec, flacks the Peabody, Roof and 
Skyway clubs. 

Memphis’ Claridge Hotel is also 
going in for name entertainment 
having set eight top bands for the 
summer. As previously reported, 
they are Henry King, Dorsey Bros., 
Dick Jurgens, Tex Beneke, 
| Weems, Clyde McCoy, Shep Fields 
jand Jan Garber. 





Ted | 


Eddie Davis’ Script Repeat 
On ‘Follew the Girls’ Tab 
Writer Eddie Devis, who worked 

on the original version of “‘Fol- 

low the Girls,” will do the conden- 
sation of that show for the tab to 
be presented at the Flamingo 

Hotel, Las Vegas, June 11. Rose 

Marie has been signed for that lay- 

out. 

Harry Delmar, who was also as- 
sociated with the original show, 
will do the production. 


Sophie Tucker Tees Off 
Grant-in-Aid Foundation 
“Anywhere in the World’ 


Albany, May 26. 
Sophie Tucker, who has been 








' 


ators who were in town. Patricia 


were no one knew who you were.” 





Miss Haven, and I do hope you ge 


Inside Stuff-—Vaudeville 


Hildegarde, playing Her Majesty's Theatre, Montreal, last 
“Concert Variety,” was gabbing backstage with three of her impersop- 


Haven was about to leave and then, 


—— 


Week in 
Bright was doubling from the Ritz 


Cafe and the Hildegarde show; Ann Russell was at the Esquire Show. 
bar and putting in a plug for Hildy’s revue. 

The third, Terry Haven, appearing at the Penthouse, toid Hildegarde 
that she had dropped her impression because “I played so many towns 


Hildegarde said nothing unti! Miss 
with a warm smile said, “Goodbye 
t to play some bigger towns.” 





} 


Pre-convention session of Los 


| Guild of Variety Artists resulted in adoption of a resolution dec 
| that if the national AGVA publication doesn’t come out on. ske 


Angeles membership of American 
laring 
d, and 





| is mot issued by Aug. 15, branches can put out their own mags and 
| bid on the national organ. To be presented at AGVA conclave in 
| Boston next month, resolution amounts to a bid by coast AGVAites to 
| publish national as well as branch mag. 


Members also voted resolutions stating if nominated delegate can’t 
| attend, then member who got next highest number of votes shall be 











town Memphis. Ray Er EVELYN KNIGHT BOWS 
lows Mooney on June 8, e | OUT OF LONDON DATE 


Rudy is skedded = _— eee | 
inni immy 
pepenns ee oe - Building construction next door, 


Palmer’s orch with singer Cherry | 





| Inc. The singer has received a 
charter from Albany, thus official- 
|ly authorizing a corporation “to 


‘PITT HOUSE GETS RAY | 
ON 4-DAY 50-50 DEAL 


; iog, “S of | alternate, and that voting be done on a branch territory basis rath 
—— ms wd a caicaggg te sad than national, except for national officers. Sid Marion joins list of 
— 28, oom . Y | delegates to the convention. 
charities benefited, has started 
the Sophie Tucker Foundation, 


DALLAS SHOWS NET 306. 
FOR TORNADO VICTIMS 










in a special spot open for one 
week on July 6. 
Hal McIntyre is next on the 


stalemated traffic during the pre- foster and encourage the develop- 
Coronation preparations and other | ment of liberal arts and sciences, 
unforeseen aspects, have combined | to make voluntary grants to needy 


to “force Evelyn Knight to cancel 














agenda for two weeks beginning 
July 13, with Tony Pastor ticketed | 


‘ieee Nice 136, Cleve. | 


Cleveland, May 26. 


her scheduled June 8 premiere at 
the Bagatelle, London nitery. It 
would have been her first time 
over, and was to have been fol- 
|lowed by a leisurely European va- 
cation, but the thrush, who is clos- 





Victor Borge gave the Hanna 4/ ing tonight (Wed.) at the Persian 
high-spirited finale for its season. | Room of the Hotel Plaza, N.Y., de- 
Comic drew an okay $13,000 in| cided to defer her London com- 
eight performanees at the 1,500-/ mittment until more propitious cir- 
seater. 


| cumstances. 

The Bagatelle management 
|wanted to set back the London 
| date a week or two, until the Coro- 
imation excitement: settled, and also 
| te sit out the unanticipated con- 
| struction next door which, incidea- 
tally, looms as a legal potential. 
| Miss Knight told the William Mor- 


|and worthy persons without dis- 
crimination as to the race, color or 
i ereed in order*to enable them 
either to work or to develop skills 


in such arts and sciences.” 
Foundation is likewise author- 

ized “to accept, hold and admin- 

ister gifts, devices and distribu- 


ments and donations.” 

Miss Tucker has been active in 
many charities. In virtually every 
one of her dates she sells auto- 


tions from trust funds, disburse | 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 
Johnnie Ray will play Pittsburgh 
after all this summer, but at a the- 
atre instead of a nitery. Penn has 
booked in the sobber for four days 
only, all that he’s available. 


an even split with Ray providing 
the surrounding show from his 
| share. 

Singer had originally been dick- 
ered for by big Vogue Terrace, but 
deal fell through when Ray 
couldn’t see playing two weekends 
lon the single stand. Later Twin 





He’s | 
set here for July 31 to Aug. 3 on} 


graphed copies of her books and | Coaches had virtually latched on to | 
albums as soon as she takes her | him for week of June 15 but had to 
fina! bow. Buyers frequently desig- | stop negotiations when Music Corp. | 
nate the charities that they wish ‘of America wouldn’t permit that | 
benefited. Thus one organization | spot to shift date of Denise Darcel., | 
or institution may get a sizable | na had already been set for that | 
ime. 


Dallas, May 26. 

Benefit stage and screen shows 
in 36 theatres here Saturday mid- 
night (23) netted $30,000 to assist 
victims of Texas tornadoes at Waco 
and San Angelo. 

Palace stage show, with Dorothy 
|Lamour, Dorothy Malone, Gene 
|Autry, Pat Buttram, Audie Mur- 
| phy, Larry Wilde, Quintetto Alle- 
|gto and Herman Waldman’s orch 
| doing personals, drew $4,600 from 
| 2,300 fans. Take from 35 nabe 
| houses, ozoners and Negro filmers 
|is expected to top $25,000. 








| snow PEOPLE ARE 









































































TERRI STEVENS 


*“a~A MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL WITH A 
VOICE TO MATCH” — Emile Covlon, 
Owner, Moulin Rouge, Boston. 
Currently: 
LATIN QUARTER, Cincinnati 
STAR MANAGEMENT 
846 7th Ave., New York 


iris agency and Leslie Macdonnell, 
|of the Foster agency in London, 
not to bother; especially since the 
} incumbent Ann Shelton, a local 
| diskery fave, found the conditions 
also too bothersome. Songstress 
|instead is returning to her Holly- 
| wood home and may pick up’ some 
| deferred Las Vegas and other com- 
; mittments. 





Lombardi’s D.C.’er for Kaye 
Jo Lombardi, Palace Theatre, 
|N. Y., batoneer, led the orch for 
|Danny Kaye at the Press Photog- 
\raphers Ball in Statler Hotel, 
| Washington, Friday (22). 


chunk of coin because the major- 
ity of buyers do not specify the 
beneficiary org. 

Principal place of operation is in 
New York State and principal of- 
fice is in New York City although 
the foundation is empowered to 
function anywhere in the world, 
|Miss Tucker's acknowledgement 
| permitting her name to be affixed 
| to the foundation was recorded in 
| Washie County, Nevada’ last month. 


| N. ¥. Supreme Court Justice 
| Carroll G. Walter approved the cer- 
| tificate of incorporation filed by 
|her attorneys, Young, Kaplan & 
| Edelstein. Directors may number 
|from three to 25. Now named to 





| Lombardi conducted the Palace|the board are her legalites and 


crew for Kaye's recent run at that | Moses Abuza, her brother and busi- 


BAyside 4-0910 | house. 


ness manager. 











| ‘inns 
‘Joe E. Lewis New Abbot” bl peop | 
| Of Friars; Berle ‘Emeritus’ | 


| Joe E. Lewis was elected abbot 
|of the Friars Club, N. Y., last 
week and Milton Berle, who pre- 
viously held that post, was named 
abbot emeritus for life and will be 
given a gold life membership card 
at an early meeting of the organ- 
ization. 

Others named by the member- 
ship were Harry Delf, dean; Jesse 
Block (& Sully) prior; Dr. S. L. 
Meylackson, treasurer, and Ed 
Weiner, secretary. Elected to the 
board of governors for a two-year | 
term were Jack Bregman, Phil 


And for the past seventy-five years 
ovr Judson Division has seen te it 
that whenever they go coast to 
coast, their household goods, trunks, 
personal effects, and avtomobiles 
are shipped to their new spot! 


We are specialists in this type of 
moving and offer fast dependable 
cross-country service ot low rates 
between points east of the Missis- 
sippi and the West Coast. When- 
ever you move cross-country, see 
your telephone directory for nearest 
National Carloading office or write 


~ Judson Forwarding 











Charig, Eddie Elkort, Eugene. 
Greenhut, Eddie Hanley, Dave | 
Levine, Louis P. Randell and Pete | 
Wendling. Held over on the board | 
for a one-year term .were Fred | 
Ahlert, Myron Cohen, Louis A. | 
Schoenfield, Robert Alda, Frank | 
Gallop, Dr. George Solomon and | 
Earl Wilson. 


NATIONAL CARLOADING 
CORPORATION 
19 Rector Street, New York 6, N. Y. 
BOwling Green 9-8300 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $7.00—All 35 Issues $25 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping! 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET........ $25 e 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK (Gezs for Stags) $50 @ 











| Pitt’s Geo. Arnold Exits 
Ankara for Rival Icer 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 
George Arnold, who has pro- 
duced and starred in the ice revues | 
at the Ankara for the last two, 
, years, is taking his show into a 
rival spot, the Horizon Room, next 





HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
;month. When Ankara decided to clan $3. 
|use regular floor entertainment |] oF SACS. Sane eee ee aeons 
during June so that its movable. No C.0.D.’s 
floor could be repaired and its rink | BILLY GLASON 
raised, Arnold immediately closed |} 200 W. 54th St.. New York 19—Dept. V 
'a deal with Andy Chakeras. who | Circie 7-1138 





|operates the new nitery at the | 
|Greater Pittsburgh Airport. He | 
oes in there June 8 after playing | 
| Kennywood Park for a week. 


Ankara intends to resume icers 
| the end of June, and will use Phil 
Richards as its producer. Latter 
| had been associated with Arnold for 
along time. June Arnold (no rela- | 
jtion) will costar with Arnold in 
| the first, of his frosted entertain- | 
ments at the Horizon. 








Daniels in Glasgow Click 
Glasgow, May 19. | #8 

|, Billy Danic's is clicking big on| #* 
two-week stin: at the Empire. High 
_ winds prevented the singer fren} 
landing at Prestwick airport near | 
‘here on his flight from the U. S. 
His plane was diverted to London, | 
fx he made the trip to Scotland | 
ater. 


Following a. lengthy British | 
tour, Daniels is due in Hollywood | 














this fall for the film, “Broadway | 











Story.” | 
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ALL-TIME ATTENDANCE RECORD 
BROKEN BY DOROTHY DANDRIDGE 
AT HOTEL LAST FRONTIER, Las Vegas 















Wi 


PICTURES: 
Soon to be Released 
MGM's — 
“BRIGHT ROAD” (Starring Role) 
“REMAINS TO BE SEEN” (featured role) 


= 


Personal Manager: 


EARL MILLS 


Direction: 
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Chi Chez Paree Ops Negotiate 
For Vegas Frontier at $5,500,000 


Operators of the Chez Paree. 
Chicago, are now trying te buy the 
Last Frontier, Las Vegas. Jay 
Shatz. Ike Epstein, Milton Jaffe 
and Donjoe #lodievine, of the Chez 










































tomless purse, and national 
tising of its headliners, has been 
‘able te get the preference same 
talent agencies. 

Despite the heavy competition, | 
the Last Frontier and the rest of | 


manacement, are currently in the ' the older inns have not been starv- 
Nevada resort negotiating with img. There is enough coin in the 
mcd gt area for everybody and all are on 
ozicff rontier operator te 
Jake Kaz Fi - ¢s__ Prosperous levels. However, talent- 
- < >.> -_ ck - oe 
who is reported asking for wise and consequently 


prestige- | 


500.000 wise, they-are being eclipsed. En- 
Negotiations have been rumored try of the Chez crowd into the Last 
for several months. Chicago money Frontier would buttress the Fron- 


has been anxious to get imto the jtier’s chances of getting names. 





Ventro im London Show 


London, May 19. 

Whether the current Latin 
Quarter production, “Three 
Cheers.” playing at the London 
Casino, is a variety show, 
have to be decided because of a 
dispute by a British union over 
the issue of a labor ticket to ven- 














issue was raised in the House of 
Commons by laborite MP. Lt.-Col 


permit was issued in contravVen- 














ments when the names of “equally 
suitable British ventriloquists” 
were submitted by the Variety 
| Artists Federation. 

In his reply. the Minister of 


BILLY GILBERT 


SS a” 
onus dene 





Pertoss! Mascgement Labor. Sir Walter Monckton, said 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO the proportion of foreign acts 
AL 4-1677 permitted in variety shows was 

For Neght Chute _Tegulated by a quota and was not, 
Mercury Artists therefore, dependent on availabil- 


ity of British artists. 
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MERCI: Pierre-Louis Guerin and Rene Fra- 
| " day for featuring me at the Lido, 
Paris, 1952-53.° 


| THANKS: ' op Abbott for my forthcom- 


ng engagement at the Conrad 
Hilton, Chicago, opening June 12. 


Management: LEW and LESLIE GRADE 
250 West S7th Street, New York, N. Y. 





















































| to 


| include Gene Baylos, Beverly Den- | 


ithe Mastin Trio. with Garner 


* Gives Cafes Edge 


Vegas picture fer more tham a year. The Chez is stil] the top spot in 
Situstion of Last Frontier is Chicago and the midwest, and if 

typical of several of the older hos- the Frontier and the Chez were 

telries in the area The Sands. offered to performers on a combi- 

Desert Inn and the Sahara, the mation. there might be a greater 

mewer spois, hawe been spending tendency on the part Df top nit 

tall coin for tient and have been mames to take the Frontier in pref- 

makirg a terrifie imroad on the erence to other spots. 

older spoils. The mew inns have 

elimin + ceilings on talent and 

hove bers bis sag bal of $* | VAF Hassle Over Yank 

top nitery and film names Sands er 

especially with its apparently bot- 


will’ 


triloguist Canfield Smith The! 


Marcus Lipton, who asked why the | 


tion of existing quota arrange-| 


one = 


i} The demand is either for acts well, 


| 3 000-$1,500 turns. | 


| 


ito visit Murray Kissen ‘& Burns), 








fee Time 
Paisley, Scotland, May 23. 
Claude ws? 1 (for Ice Enter- 
presentation 
“Ice Time.” arte and preduced | 
by Eve 
Archie Robbins and the thur Jones; 
(21-27) 





usical 
are the current 


| cupants. {| George Metechrine, Cyril Leb nce | when 
i Leona orris nis Moonan. 
Other bookings for the seasom qi, Heather Belbin, Ann Hart, 


‘Elsie Heathcote, Maureen Pain, 


the Renards ‘May 26 Eileen Portman, Douglas Chapman, 


Jean Carroll, 


nis and 
June 3); 


Joe Mce- 
tin Trio, the Four Lads and Mary | Adrian Swann, The Balcombes, 
Burton (June 11-17), and Davis &/ Beryl & Bobo, Empress Singers. At 
& Paisley (near Glasgow) Ice Rink. 


Lavish 150-strong ice revue com- 
| pany marks first excursion of 
| Claude Langdon, impresario of 
wis Empress Hall, into Auld 

Lang Syne territory, already in- 
| vaded- on skates by Tom Arnold. 
Show, in for seven weeks, is suit- 
ably vast and proves easy on the 
Pa but appeal is largely visual 


Farrell 





(June 1827). 


Decline m Vandeo 





reed Pt odertine has novelty val- 
ue in this region, so far untouched 
in rink space by blade shows, but 
something more cohesive than a 
string of scenes, interspersed by 
comedy items, is required to retain 
' stubholder interest. 

Skating reaches good standard. 
specially useful ice chores being 
put in by youthful Heather Belbin. 
Maureen Pain and Errol Lake. Boy 


On ‘Acts at Price 


Decrease in the number of tele- 
vision variety shows has caused a | 
perceptible decline in . nitery 
salaries for the first time in many 
years. Cafe owners now find that 
they're in a better bargaining posi- 
Bories of acts, particularly in the | Skater Douglas Chapman also im- 
| middle brackets. | As befits largeness of rink, pro- 
| The decline in the number of | duction is on big scale, with hun- 
| niteries and virtual disappearance dreds of lights fitted over ice 
of waude time hasn't been able | arena and manipulated by trained 
to deflate salaries of several types technicians above rinkside seats 
of performers, but with the lessen- | Singing, solo and in harmony, is 
ing of vaudeo, there has been some effected by up of Empress 
increase in the purchasing power | Singers according to each 


‘of bonifaces. . 
Talent agencies have known that Ft. Osage, Mo., as Tourist 
Lure Via Historical Gala 


video salaries have been buttress- 

ing cafe performers’ takes. When 

unable to get the usual fee in cafes 

or theatres, the percenters were | Kansas City, May 26. 

able to sustain an act's stipend by; ; na 

shifting him to television, where| Production of a historical pag- 

he was able to get more than a ®#2t to be presented this summer 

week's salary for a single perform-  2* Ft. Osage in northeast Jackson 
County, Mo.. got underway last 
week with appointment of Tom 
Quickel as genera] manager. Quick- 
el is on leave from the Independ- 


ance. However. during the past 
year, the type of booking has les- 

ence ‘Mo.) Examiner staff to han- 
die the pageant. 


sened considerably. 
The Milton Berle Show. for ex- 
ample, used to buy a huge amount 
of vaude acts, but since its switch 
Ft. Osage recently was restored 
through efforts of state, historical 
and civic organizations, and pag- 
eant will celebrate completicn of 


to the situation comedy jormat,. 
talent needs are not so great and 

the project and inauguration of 
the site as a tourist mecca in the 


generally name: only are needed. 
area. 





“This is Show Bus'sess,” since it 
went sustaining, isn’t paying the 
i fancy prices it used to shell out. 
Arthur Godfrey buys only moder- 
erate-priced talent for his “Talent | 
the character of the show. There|B. Rogers Producing Co., Fostoria. 
used up a lot of acts. Colgate’s | weeks ago. A company representa- 
“Comec; Hour” and “All Star Re-/| tive to supervise the production 
vue” weren't buying the mid-/is to come to Independence this 
bracketed acts during the current week, Quickel said. Rogers firm 
season. j handled production of the Kansas 
ulate & there’s less play-' | City centennial pageant here cou- 
for that type performer. ' ple of years ago. 

Ft. Osage event has been-in the 
under $1,000 or names over $3,500. | mill for several years, but is being 
Latter is easier to sell than the | brought about this year through 
the Independence Chamber “of 
Commerce, which has lined up a 
|mumber of local organizations to 
| back the project. 








Saranac Lake 


By KENNETH DERBY ) 
(Pinchhitting for Happy Benway) i 











Id, Orch under Ar-| 
arrangements, ' 
floor oc- | and orchestrations, Robert Farnon, | 


JoAnn : William Hinchy, Errol 
| Wheatiey, The Rivieras ‘June + ee Eewaes 5 ndiieinan. A 


|} 10); Sammy Davis, Jr.-Will Mas-| Guirk, Bob Pullen, Ronald Privett, | 


Actual production of the pag- 
Seouts,” since names would destroy | eant will be handled by the John | 


is no Frank Sinatra show, which |O., which was’ engaged several | 





Saranac Lake, N.Y., May 26. | 
Ivan Annenberg. circulation di- 
rector; William _Wilkowitz, circula-j 
tion manager;~ William Dendart, 
retired exec, all of the New York 
Daily News, and Hank Danning. 
ormer Giant catcher, planed here 


GARRY MOORE SHOW 
C8S-TV, MAY 25 


-~ 


|who is up and around following | 
"| complete rest routine. 
| _. Virginia Ann Ferraro, of Loew's 
i Vernon, excited about being 
| upped for all suppers. Her sisters, 
j}and brothers-in-law motored 
| from Manhattan recently. 

Alice Farley, a recent graduate, | 
| received the all-clear to resume) 
| work and is employed by a Lake. 














Placid dress shop. Alice made sev- | 
| eral appearances on the Ralph Bel- 
| lamy “Man Against Crime” TV se- 
,Ties and will return to the 

| wawes this fall. 

| Marlene Bronstein, of the Maine | 

a, Theatres chain, cheered over the 
| weekend with a visit from her 

4; mother. Youngster received en- 

} | couraging observation period re-| 
| Port 


Pat Pritchard, comely Brandt | 
| staffer, expects an all-clear and. 
| medical approval to resume work | 
| after an early departure. Pat and. 
| Gloria (National Screen) Davis. a’ 
| recent duate here, comprised a 








Mgt: 


b= le singing duo and per-'f ctnete. were 
formed at our many social func- ye Shy 


738 Sth. Av. M. Y, 








|| tions. 


Write te these whe are ill. 
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ice Show Review 


scene and stan " 
= Gaon crt 
naturally inte 


2 


rs 
a5 


rapidly 
Beryl & Bobo, mixed duo dressed 


» Sailor style, are agile in acro w- 
‘atop trampoline decked as batt 


e. 


ship. 


Go 





Miss Anderson to Korea 
Tokyo, May 
Marian Anderson. now touring 
Japan, will go to Korea May 27. 
for a four-day recital tour in P»y- 
san and Seoul. She will perfor 
for Korean civilians and Unit 
Nations troops in both cities. 
is sponsored jointly by U.S 
and the State Dept. 


iy 


Tour 
Army 


ec 


+ In addition to her regular Japan 
lack of story framework shows | 


bee 
the singer and ac- 
Franz Rupp did a ben: 


concerts, all of which have 
capacity here. 
companist 


>) 
a 


fit for Japanese orphanages 
week. 
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(Bobby) 


ROLLINS 
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SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 


(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 East 33rd St. 
New York — Plaza 7-6300 
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Grani’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND GAR 
158 W. 44 Se.. New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 
* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 
Prize: Professional Engagement 
Ounilcsts Prime Avaréet & Ge Con of Tie 

















HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Wesbingtos Sh 
The Home oe! Show Foik 
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“Ella Fitzgerald's warbling at La Vie 
en Rose is the wondrous kind of stuff 
that intimate pubs were built for.” 


: FRANK FARRELL 
N.Y. World-Telegram and Sun 


| Za 
FITZGERAL 














Mt 
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In the FALL: 
U.S. TOUR with NORMAN GRANZ’ “JAZZ AT THE PHILHARMONIC” 
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VARIETY 
La Vie En Rose, N. Y. 


“Miss Fitzgerald has completed 
an unusual cycle in New York. She 
has played for the kids in such 
smoke-filled rooms as the Birdland 
for a nominal admission, has been 
@ major attraction on 52d St. and 
now has come over east to score 
before a $5 minimum audience. 

“The Negro singer is distinctive, 
to say the least. Miss Fitzgerald 
has a healthy respect for the mel- 
odic line as laid down by the com- 
poser and an equally healthy dis- 
respect for orthodoxy. Her mel- 
odic meanderings are picturesque 
ond truly interesting. She can 
weave together a number of tunes 
in a manner that’s architecturally 
sound and infuses a keen sense of 
humor into her renditions. She 
apparently hes a strong sense of 
improvisation, as was evidenced 
on her preem night when she wove 
ditties around the presence of 
Patti Page in the room. j 

“Miss Fitzgerald was unable te 
give out with any new numbers. 
There was a constant stream of re- 
quests, most of which were made 
known through her Decca disks. 
Her catalog shows everything from 
the fragility of ‘My Bill’ to vivid 
bop docdlings. Something for 
everybody here and opening 
night's crowd was reluctant to let 
her go even after 40 minutes.” 

Jose. 


ROBERT W. DANA 
N.Y. World-Telegram and Sun 

“Ella Fitzgerald goes ‘East’ te 
La Vie En Rose. 

“Jazz queen Ella Fitzgerald, 
after years of success on the West 
Side, has picked Monte Proser’s 
lush La Vie En Rose for her debut 
and, judging from the reception 
opening night, she has no reason 
to be disappointed. 

“She caught the audience 
quickly with her opening ‘Side by 
Side’ and held it for the entire 
performance with her satin-smooth 
delivery of the beavtiful ballad, 
‘Serenade in Bive’; the lively and 
humorous ‘Frim Fram Sauce,’ in 


and scat phrasings at lightning 
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Mountaineers Yodel for Exclusives |) 


Continued frem page 63 








a show gets in. Thus as 
t’s hamminess 
cnet elsewhere can gum wp/ social difector went on and had to 
schedules for a pair of other hotels. ' keep the customers interested for 
The hotelmen would like te get | Barly am hour before the package 
rid of these headaches and are get-| 2xTived. In another instance, some 


ting after bookers to come up with | oan tee iE ae B.A 
exclusive shows. Another factor vent = - 


; a show in time last season at a top 

t an in- i 
pene: Brae entry gr Be mountain hotel. Red Buttons was 
an Under the multiple play- obtained from another hotel. There | 


|Heosier Hillbilly Spot 


flat tire or , skill spot, show was so late that af- | will 


opened its seventh season Sunday the hassle 
under Harry and Eleanor Suit is also aimed against the 
| Asseciated Actors and Artistes of 
mg arrange-| America, parent group of AGVA, 
ment on top of the hill has been | ang all its affiliates because of the 
is wheel for) “blacklist” maintained by AGVA 
youngsters in the kiddieland sec-| against certain performers. 
tion, and four new deer and a ranch | 
restaurant. Opening day featured | 
|several performers from “Grand | 


(24) 
Smythe, owners. 


added, plus a ferris 


Tees Off With ‘Opry’ Acts 


Angola, Ind. May 26. 
Strictly hillbilly entertainment 
again be offered by the Buck 
Raneh, near here. Spot 





New all-steel seating 


: si nc tq | cause Lewis later appeared and did Ole Opry.” including Grandpa 
out, — i sae Gane his show. Buttons got his full pay- | Jones, Mrs. Hank Williams, Paul 
a preg ts check. Howard, Jim Coffey, Circle-C 


that the show is playing elsewhere. 
‘Multiplicity’ Troubles 
There have been some notable 
instances which if repeated may | 
mean the end of multiple showings , 
during the evening. At ene Cat- 


Another facet of the situation is 
that the calibre of the shows isn’t 
too good when acts have to cut and 
run off to make other schedules. 
For example, it’s an old gag to 
have the emcee appear to be work- 
ing out of breath and reveal the 
. |faet that he rushed over from an- 
fether spot that same evening. 








Ranch Boys and Florence Webb. 


On Decoration Day a horse-pull- 


ing contest is scheduled in the) 
morning, with music in the after- 
noon by Kenny Roberts and Dawn | 
Homers. On May 31 the Ranch 
will have “Opry’s” Webb Pierce} 
and vaude acts. 








it Of course, bookings at one spot 
lom Saturdays would put a high 
premium on many types of acts 
On the other hand, an operator 





AGA May ‘Untair’ | 








| would be relieved of lots of head- 
| aches knowing that he can have a) 
show that will give his spot a full 
| measure of value. 
| At least one booker already has 
\ started to drop multiple bookings | 
| “seause of the mixups that fre-| 
| quently arise.. Herman Fizikoff 
has given up most of his Catcxil: | 





jut pobaned = gid | ager 
idees for pr aciding 
Order new '--- 5-day FREE excarins<'sa 


Learn how te ese @ mike, mtrodvcy, 
handie Annssions with greater seit .awidcace 
ard 2 om anding, perrmality. 


Continued from page 1 i 


agents and reportedly divide | 
money between them. It's been! 


charged that the Army pays as/ strike notice was filed, performers 
much as $30 per show, and the/| Were notified not to play the four | 


agents give a top price of $25 te 


' 


' 


that performers are required to 


Prine $2.70 — MOMEY BACK GUARANTEE j outlets and is new concentratg | sive one free show before an audi-| 


ao —- ¥ € DENEON mano | 
an) fae Ave. eNews et pA borscht belt. Apparently bookers | 

Sead “How en Be i Sarco Wenee Toco: ( ) Cab and operators go through the same | 

é Moe. +2Y or for $2.75. im full paymene. | tortures on these scores. 

back ‘ vax comupleely sacsfict, afer s~dar 

caamio’t Sa. ‘ ; 


HARLEM APOLLO REPEAT | 
_OF BARLEY & BELLSON 


The Apollo Theatre, N. Y., will 
tepeat the Pezyl Bailey-Lou Bell- 
| 4am package with Bill Bailey, start- 


’ ' ing” Jume 19 for one week. They 
JA | ] played that house a couple of 
, months ago and d:d healthy busi- 


My mone 





Name _ . i 
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WORLD'S GREATES) COMEDIAN ness. . 
(By Partial Laboratery Tesi) _ This wii be the second topliner 
C/O RVING CHARNOFF im for a .epeat show this season. 

| Joe Louis is the other attraction to 

play that Harlem house twice. 


1656 BROADWAY. NEW YORK CITY 





















































| European 
| abuses exist. 


om spots that are off the beaten| ci. prior tu being booked. Also | 


a free show in officers’ clubs on} 
every post is required. An AGVA 


| spokesman aiso claimed that a 


booker must be showered with gifts 
before an act can be routed) 
through the various camps. 

It’s pointed out that these abuses 
are not prevalent in the USO-Camp 
Shews setup. It’s only on the pro- 
grams-bought by Army camps from 
bookers that these 


Precedent for the AGVA action 
has been set by the Variety Artists 


Federation of:Great Britain, which | 
“refuses te permit its members to) 


work Army camps in Germany un- 
til the VAF form of contract is 
used. Under that type pact many 
be eliminated. It’s 


likely that 


| AGVA will demand that its form 


be used when its members play 
the camps and that union mini- 


| Mums be adhered to. 


The union’s action regardiag con- 
ditions prevalent in the U. S. Army 
camps in~Germany was given im- 
petus by emcee Murray Lane, who 
recently returned from a European 
jaunt during which he played the 
camps for several agents. Lane 
disclosed the su condi- 
tions under which American _per- 
formers played there and ascribed 
their plight to at least one Army 
captain in the Wiesbaden area » 20 
|works closely with several agents, 
one of them a former American 
actor. He also said that living costs 





26. 
ate the dispute. But Irving re-| Vogue Terrace going in big this 
fused to attend any meetings, and | summer for TV when. 
CFL dropped efferts to mediate | ever available. It has Julius La. 


theatres 


voluntary payments to the welfare 
|fund. On that date, it is the coun- | 


singled out, without prior notice, ly 
four cafes—the Playhouse, Silver | 
| Frolics, Melody Casino and the 


Bas me ‘ers in Chi were informed that they 





of the abuses now prevalent would | 


PITT VOGUE SETS ACTS 
FROM TV FOR DOG DAYS 


Rosa set for just two days, Jung 
19-20, all that he can get off from 
the Arthur Godfrey show, and has 
also booked im Lucky Strike’; 
| Snooky Lanson for a single week. 
end, July 17-18. 

Following LaRosa, for entire 


Nix Voluntary Payments week of June 22, Vogue has th 
— | Chordettes, formerly of the God. 


On ~ et =, pyar gee Pace | frey lineup, and brings in Dorothy 
AGVA that they would not make yon = and A eg al 
: 7 irector, ymon ott, July 6 
right after they go off “Your Hit 
- | Parade” for the warm months 
Irving | “John Bertera, owner of the 
ogue, also is dickering with a 
| couple of other Godfrey features, 
| Marion Marlowe and Frank Parker, 
; also for a weekend. 








sel’s claim, Hope and 


Little Club — and closed 
“struck” these places because of 
failure to contribute to the AGVA 
fund. Therefore, in a chain reac-| 
tion, dozens of other spots discon- 
tinued AGVA acts. Shortly there-| 
after, however, performers re-’ 
turned to most of the bistros and 
continued to work. 

On Dee. 15 AGVA listed struck | 
places and placed them on the un- | 
fair list. Although no formal’ 
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spots. On Nov. 22, club date hook- ; . 2 
MONICA 


FRANKLIN and LANE 


Held Over — Lew Walters’ 


LATIN QUARTER, Mew York 
Thenke te Dick Henry 





performers. 


With the exception of the major 
brahch offices and a hasdful of in- 
dependents, the majority of the 
bookers joined the re-formed Chi | 
EMA. They have alse been placed 
on the AGVA unfair list. But 
through the use of “front” mem- 
bers of ARA and with supposedly 
direct contracts with employers 
this has been widely evaded by | 
EMA. 


Also plaintiffs in the suit are 14 | 
, actors who have been placed on 
unfair lists, the majority of them 
|in the strip or burlesque field. 


“aim ‘Interstate Commerce’ 

Brief also mentions that clubs 
are engaged in interstate commerce, 
spending an estimated $1,000,000 
annually for supplies and talent. 

Owners and beokers allege they 
have suftered financial bardchip 
jthrough AGVA's action and are 
| seeking . $50,000 cach. Each per- 
{former is asking $10,000. In ad- 
| dition, they are urging the Chi) 
| Federal district court (a) te issue 
ja preliminary injunction prevent- 
jing AGVA from making demands 
|for further contributions; (b) to 
{stop any strike activity, boycotts, 














——— 





STOCKMAN’S HOTEL 


ELKO, NEVADA 

















Saeaking Up on Broadway 


JAY SEILER 





(or unfair listing; (c) to recall any | HOTEL NEW YORKER 
such blacklist boyrotts, ete. 

Acfion was filed by Milton Ro-- ' fet? 
nor, general counsel for Chi cae | Auditions, and 


owners; Stanford Clinton, special- | 
ist im labor relations;' John B. | 
Moser, representing the bookers, | 
and Manuel Weisman, repping the | 
performers. 

An oddity in the case is that no 
subpoena was served on prexv. 





















have risem greatly for American 
acts because pest-exchange privi- 








For the Two Successful Years in Europe: Thanks to 


* FOSTERS AGENCY ket for cigarets and even food. 





Hope, although he was here all | 


leges have been denied them in| ekend on several charity affairs | 


many spots and thus they are) 


forced to -| 
SF on on the Bines mar | under advisement an action asking 


and his ewn TY show. ) 
Chi office of NRLB also has 


that the Government restrain 




















* ROGER BERNHEIM 
* MILTON BERGER 


post is finished and even though | 


The cheaper lodgings in Army! acy 
hospitals are also denied them once | nib — 
their playing time in a particular | no ruling. 





alleged violation of | 
As yet there has been | 





Hill Street? Troy, ™. ¥ 
(The Misthplece of Show Biz) 











they may be waiting for transporta- | 
tion to anether camp. 


JAY MARSHALL 








' 
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* Currently at * THE LIDO, PARIS *, 26 weeks. 
Until May, 1953. 








— Future Engagements — . 





* JUNE — * CHINA THEATRE *, Stockholm, 4 weeks. aie a | 

* JULY —* LIDO, VENICE *, Italy, 4 weeks. CHEZ PAREE | 

* AUGUST — Switzerland and South of France, 4 weeks. pees 
Thanks te lena Herne 


* 


* SEPTEMBER — *LONDON PALLADIUM and SAVOY HOTEL*, 
3rd time, 4 weeks. 





Dir.—MARK J. LEDDY 

LEON NEWMAN 

* OCTOBER — * BUF SUR LET OIT *, Belgium, 8 weeks j 

E —————— 

FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, | 
i presents 


| - 
at 











* DECEMBER — *”"MOULIN ROUGE’*, 4 weeks. 





* JANUARY — * PALLADIUM *, Dusseldorf, Germany. 


























— Bookings — 

LONDON U. S. A, CONTINENT | 
Festers Agency Milton Berger Roger Bernheim i 
Preaditly House 20: Seventh Ave. § five Cardinal Sumpaty 
Picaditly Circus Mew York City - Mercier SUEF SUR LE TOIT 
tendes, S.W. 1 wu. ¥. 19 Paris : Brussels 





| Americ n Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 








TAVEL MAROUANL AGEYGY PARIS i! 


LOU FOLDS 


‘MAGICAL JUGGLER 


ROXY THEATRE 





ORIGINAL 


Currently 


NEW YORK 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK ENDING JUNE 3 


whether ful! 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


er split week 


Letter In parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchen Marco; (i) Independent; 
() Loews (MW) Mess; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tiveliz (W) Warner; 


(WR) Waiter Reade 








w YORK CITY 
paosie Hall (1) 28 
Cynthia Seott 
George Sawtelle 
Peiro Bros 
Pegieg Bates 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
: (Rm) 29 
Berge 


Aiphense 
Goofers 
ceil Cabot 
George Kirby 
Berk & Hallow 


| Dunhills 

| Regs! (FP) 29 
Joe Louis 

| Nicholas Bros 

| Hal Singer Orc 
Leonard Leed 

| Dolorer Parker 

| Frances Martin 


| Asia Boys 
| MIAMI 
Olympia ‘P) 27 


H Williams 3 
Vince Mondi 
| Tien Tsi_Lin 
Mickey Deems 


B & G Lambert Ted Wills 4 
artie Dann NEW HAVEN 
Fernando & Anita Par (P) 30 only 
Paramount (P) 27 Mr Deedie Dottle of 
4 Aces Rudy Kazootie 
Alan King RORWALK 
Martin Bros Empress (‘P) 30 only 
jerry Gray Ore | Mr Deedle Dootle of 
Roxy (1) 25 | Rudy Kazootie 
lee Colorama j WASHINGTON 
CHICAGO | Capito! ‘L) 28 
Chiczego (P) | Deon Cornell 
Jorpnnie Ray Tippi & Cobina 
Georgia Gibbs | Hape Zee 
Gary Morton | Albins 
AUSTRALIA 
HASTINGS (NZ) , Barbara Jefford 
Tivoli (T) 25 | Kenneth Wynne 
Tommy Trinder Raymond Westwell 
Botonds ; lam Mullins ~« 
Halama & Konarski | Edward Itieuza 
Prof Olgo James Grout 
Mary Priestman Ian Bannen 
Six De Paulis John Nettleton 
Harry Moreny Peter Halliday 
Toni Lamond Peter Jackson 
Peter Eric Lander 
Singing Girls Derek Godfrey 
Dancing Girls Joan MacArthur 
Dancing Boys Geoffrey Curtis 
Adorables Jane Holland 
MELBOURNE WELLINGTON 
ona = St James (T) 25 
Trio Daresco Farrar & Carter 
Lowe & Ladd Pat Gregory 
Bert Duke Trio Diana Grafton 


Guy Nelson 
Frank Cook 
Renita Kramer 


Bouna 

Norman Vaughan 
Sonya Corbeau 
Shew Girls 
Nudes ‘#) 

Boy Dancers 
Ballet 


NEY 

Tivoli (T) 25 
Leo McKern 
Jack Gwillim 
Anthony Quayle 
Rosalind Atkinson 
Terence Longdon 
Keith Michel. 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 25 
Jimmy Bryant 
Mellor-Martin-Moe 
Margo 
Humphreys & A 
Derek 
Bert Dene 
Jean Madden 
Saucettes 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 25 
Max Bygraves 
Authors & Swinson 
Krista & Kristel 
Phares & Marina 
Gold & Cordell 
Hyida Baker 
Duncans Collies 
N Mongadors & A 

BLACKPOOL 

Palace (I) 25 
Rickard Hearne 
Tanner Sis 
George Martin 
Volants 
Ali Bey 
B Hobbs Girls 
Tower Circus (i) 25% 
C Cairoli & Paul 
: roeee reneren 
ischers phants 
5 Hansels 
John 
Balladinis 
5 Talos 
Knies Legionaires 
Portugese Horses 
Tarzana 
2 Canters 
2 Angelos 
Williams Cockatoos 
Kossmayers Mule 
Little Jimmy 
A Circusettes 
Jimmy Scott 
Olympiad 3 

BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 25 
Kenn Piatt 
Flack & Lucas 
P Nicholls & B 

Merrin 
4 D's 
Morecambe & Wise 


Max Miller 
Dancing Duvals 
Arthur Worsley 
Karioffs 
Nine 
Nixxon & Dixon 
M Crosbie & T 
G Grossetto & G 
BRIXTON 
Empire () 25 
Terry Scott 
Clarkson & Leslie 
Bill Ma rd 
viccats y 


Jimae & Junicr 
Terry Scanion 
Cissy Trenholm 
Armand Perren 
Marika Saary 
Barbara Howe 





Wilson 

Joe Whitehouse 
Jacques Cartaux 
Nellie Small 
Netta Dunsmore 
Betty Suilock 
Tom Toby 

| Skating Boys 

| Skating Girls 





BRITAIN 


| Johnny Matson 
| Nat Hope 

| Jackie 

|Stiim Rhyder 


Patace «1) 25 


I Benson Orc & Rev) 


Finlay Bros 

|Claud Williams 

|} Dunn & Grant 

| Dennis Hale 

Armanda & Dorian 

Les Symmetricals 
DERBY 


“Hippodrome (‘s) Th 


C Harmonica Co 
|Norman Harper 


| Lyric Twins & L 

Elaine Gilbert 

Gt Alexander Tp 

Metropolitan (1) 25 

Eddie Gray 

Arthur English 

Peggy Powell 

2 Playboys 

Cycling Astons 

Donovan & Hayes 

Brian Kent 

Eileen Rogan Girls 

| (Palace ) 25 

| Betty Driver 

| Alec Pleon 

3 Indrikso 

3 Rubies 

Lynton Boys 

Harry Jacobson 

Skating Sayers 

Les Trois Poupee 
EDINBURGH 




















| Vogue 6 
P White & Stagger 
LEEDS 


Empire (mM) 25 
David Hughes 
H & W Mack 
| Semprini 
Ravic & Babs 
Jack Watson 
Dashs Chimps 
Rob Murray 
2 Pirates 
Peter Raynor s 
LEICESTER 
Palace ‘S) 725 
Archie Lewis 
Morris & Cowley 
4 Ramblers 


3 Imps 
Verdisi 
Cottrell Bros & M 
Muldoon 5 
Peggy Ashley 
LINCOLN 
Royal (1) 25 
| J Lee & M Rivers 
| Conrad Vince 
Juanne 
De Young & Delysis 
| Macarton Bros 
Jotty Stunt 
I. Gordon Girls 


LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 725 
4l Read 
Dennis Bros & June 
M Woodward & 
Cooper 
Lizzet & Eddie 
M Henderson & 
Kemp 
|} Allen & Lee 
F. Gerdon & Nancy 
4A & B Black 
LONDON 
| Palladium (M) 25 
| Danny Themas 
|A Lee Simpkins 
Nanci Cromton 


Cooper 
Steenbacks 
|F Bamberger & P 
D & D Remy 
| Palladium Tiller G 
, Skyrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
| Hippedrome (S) 25 
}Jean Sablon 
i Robert 
Saveen 
| Devine & King 
Eddie Arnold 
3 Kelroys 
|L Sharpe & Iris 
| NEWCASTLE 
j Empire (M) 25 
| MacDona'id & G 
| Wilfred Briton Co 
Cynthia & Gladys 
| Iris Sadler 
Hackford & Doyle 
| Bel Argay 
Cookes Ponies 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome ‘!) 25 
Billy Whittaker 
| Mimi Law 
; Joe Poynton 
|G Anders & Jean 
Lee Brooklyn 
Earl Darney 
Irma Logan 
Al Brandon 
Eric V Marsh 
Edward Orland 
| Terrt Howard 
j NOTTINGHAM 
Empire ‘M) 125 
}Max Wall 


Maxwell 


‘Julie Andrews 

Hedley-Ward 3 

Freddie Frinton 

|Joan Mann 

S Willis & T 

Beaumont 

Downey & Daye 

| Ballet Belles 

| PORTSMOUTH 

| Royal ‘M) 125 

Harry Secombe 

12 Condons 

| Harry Bailey 

| Yvonne Prentice 

Barna & Boros 

| Anna Mac 

| McKenzie Reid & D 

| Goons Girl Friends 
SCNUTHORPE 
Savey (i) 25 

| Jimmy French 

|Ricky Morecambe 

fClayton & Ward 


8 Lovlies 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (Mm) 25 


Carroll Levis Ce 

Violet Pretty 

Teen Agers 

3 Harvards 

SLOUGH 

Adeiphia (i) 25 

Merie & Marie 

Jackie Ross 

Elizapeth & 

Chevalier 

Raydini 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (mM) 25 

2 Sterlings 

Lee Lawrence 

T O'Neil & P Haig 

G Woecd & 
Harmer 

Stan Stennett 

Ker Ben & Ly 

| Billy Thorburn 

2 Alfredos 


SWANSEA 

Empire (M) 25 
|Issy Bonn 
|\N & N Grant 
Eddie Calvert 
| Ray Allan 
Cardew Robinson 
2 Lucilias 
T & G Durarite 
|P Hatton & Pegsy 


Collins 
Bros 


| WOLVERHAMPTON 

| Hippodrome (!) 25 

| Joe Ring 

|N Barron & K 
Drummond 


| Les Cinzanos 3 

D Rose & R 
Kotchunsky 

Calvin Kay 

| Bob E Raymond 

Joan Norton 

Teddy Bush 


WOOD GREEN 
Empire ‘S) 25 
Hal Monty 
B Banks & 
Heywood 
Delia Manon 
Desmond & Marks 
YORK 
Empire (1) 25 
B & A Pearson 
|Marvn & Cook 
Ronaldi & Karina 
3 Adairs 
| Billy Matchett — 
| Benson Dulay Co 
beg 
Ted Lune 


} 





| Cabaret Bills 








Bandcos 
| Mlinuis Jaequet 


| Diazy Gillespie 
Charlie Parker 

} Bive Angel 
Arthur Blake 

| Alice Pearce 

|Stan Freemen 

Portia Nelson 

Eadie & Rack 

| Bart Howard 

| Jimmy Lyons 3 

} Bon Scir 
Jimmie Daniels 

| Mello-Larks_ 

| Marsh & Fields 
Norene Tate 

| Garland 

















NEw YORK CITY 


t fotel Taft 
Vincent Lope? Ore 


Jack Durant 
Frankiin & Lane 
A, Andree & Bonnie 
Fleetwoods 


; 
; 


Art Waner Ore 
La Vie en Rose 


Mills Bros 
Ella Fitzgerald 
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/ Piute Pete 


J 


Trini Reyes 
Emil. Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


MIAMI-MiIAMI BEACH 


Algiers Hotei | 
| Buddy Walker i 
Joe Delilah 
| Touy & Renea ' 
Ma) Malkin Ore 
| Balkan Room 
Nine Yacovine 
Sid Lewis Ore 
Freddy Hallet 

Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Fred Thomson 


Harvey Bell f 
Clue Cartyle 
Carlyle 


Sheila Barrett 
Joe Madding Ore 
Delano Hotei 
Paul Chapman 
Tommy Numéz Orc 
Zima Reyes Dancers 
+Willie Hollander 
Black Magic Room 
Fran Carroll 
Jan Conway 
Pete Mack 
Harry Rogers i 
Clover Club 
Charlie Carlisle 
Lillian Roth 
Dolores Renay 
fed Lawrie 
Tony Lopez Ore 
Selma Harlowe Line 
Oeimonice 
Jose & Aida 
Carlos & Melisa Orc 
Latin Casino 
Hal Winter 
De Castros @ 
Barbara Anne 
Freddy Calo Ore 
Five O'clock 
Martha Raye 
Milt Ross 
Ted Wells 4 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Frolic Club 
Kathie McCoy 
Den Charles Ore 
Galety Clu 
Zorita 
Raqne!? 
Joanne Duprez 
| Toni Rave 
Gaiety Girls 
Harem Club 
Timmy Day 
Bobby Barton 
Princess Tara 
Camile Stevens 
Lee Taylor 
Ginger Marsh 
Jonnama Hotel 
Tony Renard 
| Tip Toppers 
Randum 
Kenilwerth 
+ Jack Cavallare Ore | 


Bive Angeli 
Hal White 
Beb Wednock 
Velyn & L French 
Grace Nichols 
Raquel 
irving Burgess 
Black Orchid 
Herb Jeffries 
L & E Roberts 
Jim Stutz Trio 
Chez Paree 
Johnny Desmond 
Jack Leonard 
Carol King 
| Johnny Morton 
Chez Adorables ‘) 
Brian Farnon Orc 
| Conrad Hilton Hot’! | 
|Sook & T Roman | 
Celstons (2) 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador tote | 
Jimmy McHugh & | 
Singing Stars | 
Raye & Naldi t 
Jack Fina Ore j 
Bar of Music } 
| Josephine Premice | 
| Freddie Stewart i 
| Gregory Stone & | 
| Nime Menendez | 
|E Bradford Ore | 
8 Gray's Sandbox 
| K Stene Quintet | 
| Jackie Foster 
Larry Winston 
Biltmore Hotel | 
Romo Vincent j 
| Nanci Crompton | 
| Paul Sydell { 
| Gene Bari Trie j 
| Hal Derwin Ore ' 


Al Lozits 
Ruth Palmer 
Chaterton 


Sandra Birton 
Kitty O'Kelly 
Pat Clayton 


| Juan Luis & 


Eleanor 
Perry Bruce 


| Aeres O'Reilly 


Ralph Gilbert 

Don Charlies Ore 
Martinique Hotel 
Manolo & Ethei 


| Danny Yates Ore 


Monte Carte 
Leonard Young 


| Gallab Dancers 


Rafael Rumberos 
Nautilus Hotel 
Novelites 
Anton: & Ina 
Sid Stanley Ore 
Joe Harnell 
Paddock Club 
H S Gump 
Peggy Saunders 
Ernie Bell Ore 
Fle Parker 
Patty Lee 
Sans Sowvci 
Tommy Dix 
Howard Brooks 


Hote: 


| Frank Lynn 


Sacases Ore 

4nn Herman Dere 
Sea Gull Hotei 

Dave Fisher 

Leonard Young 

Faith Candullo 

B Sager Dancers 

Caney Ore 
Saxony Ketel 

Reitty Rolls 

Val Olman Cre 

Bernie Mayerson 
Ore 

Tony De La Cruz 

fano & Dee 

Singapore 


|3 Peppers 
| Magnetones 


Novotones 
Sorrento 


| Jimmy Grippe 
| Edwards & Lorraine 


Mare Kaka 
Alan Kole Ore 
Vagabonds Club 
Vagabonds ‘+4 
Maria Neglia 
Condes & Brandow 
Martha Ann Bentley 
Frank Linale Orc 
Eleanor Guipo 
Royal Ta2hitians 


CHICAGO 


| Deadenders 


Jack Rose 
Margaret Naylor 
Bill Jordan 
Herman Maricich 


| Dick Peterson 


Dick Salter 
Dennis & Dariene 
Buddy Rust 
Ollie Clark 
Boulevar-Dears ‘6) 


| Frankie Masters 


Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Liberace 
C Kaly Ders 
Al Donahue Orc 
Paimer House 
Dorothy Shay 
Wally Boag 
M Abbott Ders ‘) 
Eddie O’NealgOrc 


Cafe Gale 
Bobby Short 
Beverly Alber 
Stella Brooks 


Dick —- Trio 
Cir? s 

Toni James 

Bobby Ramos Ore 

Dick Stabile Ore 
Chartey Foy’s 

Johnny & George 

Mary Foy 

Marguerite Padula 

Abbey Browne Ore 


Marti Stevens 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Joe Castro Quartet 
Statier Motel 
The Continentals 5 
lee Ahoy Revue 
Frankie Carle Ore 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert? Inn ' 
Jane Powell | 
| Darvas & Julia ' 
| Frank Libuse 
| Marget Brander 

Marquis & Family 


| Denn Arden Dners 
| Eari Brent 
Cariton Hayes Ore 


El Cortes 
Cooper Sisters 
Dick Curtis 
E Skrivanek Orc 

Flaminge 























Sa-Harem Dancers 
Cee Davidson Orc 
Jan Murray 
Teni Arden 


Sands 
Tallulah Bankhead 
Hi, Le, Jack & D 
Clark Bros 
Bill Damian 
Joy Healy 
Copa Girls 
Ray Sinatra Ore 
Dean Fuller 

Silver 


cd 
aret Whiting Rex Allen 
limmy Wakely Of Pioneers 
Martin Black Angelaires 
Excess Baggage y lings 
Roy Fitzell Boys 
Delores Frazzini KoKo 
J Deviyn K Duffy Dansations 
Ore Al Jahns Ore 
€i Ranche Vegas 
K Dunham Co 
Cavaliers Beb Ellis Ore 
HAVANA 
Montmartre Tropicana 
Magdalena de Paula Bob Bromiey 
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New 
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Acts 








; 

| TALLULAH BANKHEAD (2) 
Sengs, Comedy, Dramatics 
32 Mins. 

Sands, Las Vegas 

Tallulah Bankhead as a night- 
| club entertainer and as a lew Act 

are among this year’s major the- 
| atrical surprises. But the biggest 
surprise of all is that she fits so 
well into both. As am act, she’s in 
ithe best vaude tradition; as a 
| nitery entertainer, she’s no freak 
In fact, she’s a top attraction for 
any class boite in this country— 
land all other English-speaking 
| countries where she's known—and 
she has probably opened an in- 
come field for herself that will sur- 
| pass anything that she has yet ex- 
| perienced. She's getting $20.000 a 
week here for three weeks. and 
that’s her best wage te date in 
any field. 

From the standpoint of nerform- 
ance, and to repeat a cliche pop- 
ular in her place of debut, Tallu- 
lah’s aces. She runs the full scale 
of her 32-minute turn and, except 
for her questionable singing, han- 
dies herself like a topflight saloon 
veteran. 

Wedlock & Snyder wrote for her 
an appropriate and very funny 
monolog on gambling and she de- 

i livers it with the aplomb and expert 
timing. as thouch she’s been troup- 
ing the material for years. Up 
ahead, and to prove her pesition 
as on2 of the leading dramatic ac- 
tresses, she held spellbourd her 
opening night audience with an 
edited, five-minute version of Dor- 
othy Parker’s classic “Telephone 
Call.” a tear-jerking solilequy of 
a blues-ridden, forsaken dame. 

{This material would ordinarily 

| seem most dubious for nightclubs. 


- 


the artistry of her delivery carried 
it unfailingly and brought her a 


near ovation from a capacity 
| crowd. 
Miss Bankhead opens her act 


with some funny patter about her- 


self and then does two songs, “Tl | 


Be Seeing You.” which doesn’t fit 


her voice or her act, and “Bye, Bye | 


| Blackbird” which, because of a 
jazzed up. personality delivery, im 
cluding some inexpert Charieston 
stepping, is passable. At the finish 
of her turn she sings “May the 
Good Lord Bless and Keep You,” 
but she would be better off just 
reciting it. even though it was her 
NBC “Big Show” theme song 

Her piano accomp is Dean Ful- 
ler, whom she intros as a promis- 
ing composer, and her act was 
| staged by Gus Schrimer, Jr. Al- 


| a-tag style. she’s been gorzgeousiv 
| and smartly gowned for this oc- 
| casion. Scho. 





| WANDA CURTIS 
Songs 


‘27 Mins. : 
| Tep’s, San Diego 

Originally booked for three-day 
interim stand, hard-hitting redhead 
Wanda Curtis was held over an 
additional week due to strong word- 
of-mouth biz beth for Cesar Ro- 


catches fire with “Too Darn Hot,” 


| to bedroom growl in voice net 
/ tremendous palm. Comes awfully 
close to being a show-stopper in 
this room. 

Others in songalog vary from 
socko to okay. In latter category 
is “I Believe” which, despite hefty 
mitt, seems not to be in singer’s 
groove, being semi-hymn stuff. 
Opener of “Linger a While” (of- 
fered while strolling, holding long- 


stemmed red rose) likewise is 
draggy; brighter tune would be 
better curtain-raiser. More in 


metier is “St. Louis Blues” and 
“The Thrill Is Gone.” Latter in 
particular bulges with sex. and 
dramatic staging in which spotlight 
starts at hem of gown, moves up 
slowly to face. 


Effectively gowned in dark green 
to show robusty figure and scarlet 
hair, Miss Curtis can sock across 
a song for the saloon set. Although 
overall wardrobe may be too flashy 
for some rooms, attention-grabber 
anywhere is semi-strip to dark 
leotard on “St. Louis Biues” that 
has ringsiders Voice is 
stwong, sensucusly warm and gear- 
ed for any room of any size or 
Most of ail, she is exciting 
and hear, selling all the 


In sum, a striking. earthy per 
needs only a 
and finesse, plus 








particularly in the far west, but’ 


though coiffed in her typical ra¢-| 


mere unit and for her. Curvy chirp | 


from “Kiss Me Kate.” This one— | 
tike Miss Curtis—is loaded with | 
s.a. Broad, sweeping gestures added | 


| LARRY ADLER 
| Harmonica 
| 30 Mins. 

tin Casino, Philly 

Larry Adler is making his solo 
debut at the Latin Casino and his 
first nitery appearance in five 
years, thereby rating New Acts ap- 
praisal Harmonicist quiets and 
holds large audience by sheer vir- 
tuosity for half hour. Adler’s per- 
forreance and floor style are strict- 
Iv class, in the concert stage tra- 
dition. He employs no gimmicks, 
ro changes of instruments, nor 
does he talk dewn to listeners. 
Porsonality may be a. little too 
aloof for large rooms, but his mu- 
sic hcs plenty of warmup. 


Adler's skill with harmonica 
gives it orchestral range. Selec- 
tions are longhair, but basically 


cound and prove popular. Solo- 
ist kicks o# with Enesco’s showy 
ax.i rhythmic “Roumanian Rhap- 
sod Changing pace, he follows 

th Schubert’s “Ave Maria” and 
then a ouick switch to Gershwin’ 
noody “Someone To Watch Over 
Me.” Back among the masters, 
there comes a rousing Bizet-Adler 
medley from “Carmen.” The audi- 
ence belongs to him at this junc- 
ture. so he throws in a Bach ga- 
votte, least showy item in the rep- 
ertoire. but it cues his “Bach Goes 
to Town.” a jazzed-up classic with 
simulated trampet growls and 
trombone wahoos. 

Just as listeners are happily re- 
cioned to a cultural nitery evening, 
Adler makes the announcement he 
has ivst played in Ottawa, where 
he nicked up a little French-Ca- 
n-dien folksong, “Les Blevs de 
S2int Louis,” and his French ac- 
cent gives no clue to the W. C. 
Handv warhorse which comes out, 
for the sock finale. He had to beg 
off at dinner show caught. Gagh. 


CONRAD THIBAULT 

Sanese 

2 Mins. 

Mt. Reyal Hetel, Montreal 
Although Conrad Thibault has 


been a fave for two cecades via 
radio, theatres and te concert 
stage. current stint at the Nor- 


mandie Room of the Mount Royal 
Hotel. is first erfe try and he 
sheres up nicely in new groove. 
* handsome and 
ure on the floor. 
immediate click 


immressive fig- 
Thibault is an 
with his authori- 
haritonine and varied song 
selection. Ovenine “Give Me 
a Sone.” he switches «eativ to 
“Nearly Was Mine” from “Pacific.” 
moves on to a sneci] item called 
| “Cuban Cabbie” and then Coes a 
i\French ‘time for solid mitting. 
Gahbing between sones is kent to 
a min'mum and he avo'ds the usu- 
,al name-drovping and who-cares 
references ta past nerformrances, 
et al. Thiban't, for the most part, 
has obviously given more than 
|nassing interest to his songalog: 
he has steered clear of the usual 
| semi-classie corn that is stock-in- 
: trade with similar performers and 
wodates a with current 
nlatter hits and a group fro 

| “C-n-Can.” . . 9 

As might be expected, there is a 
certain restraint, almost to the 
noint of stiffness, in offcring, but 
Thibault has the savvy and per- 
sonalitv to easily overrome this 
temporary drawback. There is 
nothing condescending about his 
effort; there are no bad-taste ad 
libs to patrons about the fact that 
he is just putting in time between 
concerts and guy displays desire 
to piease when he goes out on a 
limb in the next to closing song 
with a comedy-dance number 
which has okay possibilities and 
establishes him solidly with cii- 
ertele. 

Thibault gets able backing from 
his own pianist. Eddie Barry, and 
| the Max Chamitov orch and as a 
|topliner in this neat  two-acter 
| Alicia’ get show off .fo rousing 

(flamenco dancers Roberto & 
start) he is a cinch to score in any 
'of the better hotels and niteries. 


tive 


with 





Newt. 
PATRICIA WILSON 

Songs 

| 20 Mins. 

Village ¥ N.Y. 


anguard, 
Patricia Wilson, a goodlooking 
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taken in this gambling town. pad 
of opening night ‘20’ like a hard- 
way 4 Contrary te some pessimistic 
feeling. Bankhead is mot only box- 
offce. she proves te be socko 2s 
an entertainer in a medium wihicn 
has heretofore been completely 
strange to her. akhough she's quick 
to admit she’s mo Siramger to s2- 
loons themselves. 

While the legit star is more fully 
covered under New Acts, a depart- 
ment also stramge te her, this suze- 
up cant brush her of with just 
that. The southern belle of Broad- 
way and the a 
of southern soctety c t; 
Vegas with two strikes on her. One 
was a severe attack of shingles. 
brought on by nervousmess over her 
first nitery appearance, which mace 
it problematical that she could go 
on at the opening ormance. 
Second was the obvious attitude of 
a number of casino competitors 
that Jack Entratter weuld fall flat 
on his face with this offbeat $20.- 
000-per-week booking The fact 
that these rival casine ofs were in 
the audience at the preem didn’t 
make it any easter . Bor was 
there any question of it being kept 
secret, since Entratter stuck his) 
chin way, way out by fiyimg out 
the press. from east and west, to; 
cover Tallulah’s opening and tell 
the world about it. 

As a result, Vegas. which has 
become the synonym for the atom 
bomb as well as the galloping dice. 
expected to see the biggest bomb 
Of all Ind in the Copa Room of the | 
Sands Wednesday night. This made 
the leit star’s performance all the 
more remsrkab:e and exciting. She | 
confounded the : : and 
gladdened the optimists with a 32- 
minrte turn that ran the gamut 
of sonz, comedy and dramatics ... her alles. 
and w2s exceptionally and surpris- Well c2parisoned, in some 
ingly entertaining most of the way. cial outfits turned out by Elis 
What could have been a disaster is| Jenssen. she makes an immediate 
instead a bonamza for the Sands. impression Howevér. she fails to! 

Entratter is backing Bankhead include any patter. neglects the | 
on this three-week date with fire , : 
acts and production. Hi. Lo. Jack 
& the Dame. standard quartet, are 
vocally ppealing with several) 
pumbers. They hold attention and 
set a nice mood. Stepping up the! 
pace are the Clark Bros. a pair of 
whirlwind sepia hoofers who in- 
duige im some amazing rhythm 
dameimg acrobatics. They're also) 
highly entertaining in some take- 
ofs on wks, notably Pinza and 

Working through the show are 
the Copa Girls, 10 well-costumed, 
shapely beauts whose eye-appeal is | 

than their dance-a Te gar 
Beaver and Virginia 


production bers 
my eed nce Lyn Duddy: 


i 
bg 


is 


takes over the podium 
James gang is out on a break. 
Gros. 
Mecambeo. Hellyweed 
Hollywood, May 19 
Marti Stevens (with Don Pip 
pin), Eddie Oliver Orch (7), Joe 
Castro Quartet: $2 cover. 
The odds are good that the. 
Schenck family will be well repre-| 
sented on the performing side of | 
show biz Before too long. Marti 
Stevens, daughter of Loew's prexy | 
Nicholas M. Schenck. is making 
what amounts to her nitery bow 
here ‘she did a brief stint at the 
Blue Angel. N. Y.. last year with a 
different act and then broke the 
current routining in a few weeks 
ago at Top’s. Sam Diego). Though | 
she should have waited a while! 
before hitting one of the bigti 





. 


there. 

Miss Stevens has a big. well- 
trained voice. appearance 
and a solid sense of 
These «assets can be 
easily. She needs, however, to de-' 
velop better pacing. more i 
with the audience and the aura of | 
professionalism that comes with! 
experience. i 


Stevens should eschew such items} 
2s “One for the Read™ or 
Prench-lyricked medley 

“La Seine” and “La Vie En Rose.” | 
Such items as “Birth of the Blues” | 
and -“Glury of Love” are right up 


and generally disports her- 
self as if this were a recording ses- 
sion. are liabilities thet can | 
easily be overcome. Kap. | 


Blinstruh’s. Besten 
Boston. May 19. 
Johnnie Ray, Gary Morton, An- 
| thony, Allyn & Hodges, Howard & | 
| Wanda Be 
Rosario Imperio, Ted Colc, Michael 
Geylord Orch (11), Lou Weir; 
minimum. 
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this vast bistro. 
to his own 2dmission 
a “big bang™ out of voca 
eal cousins wisi tingpabars 
t's unanimous. 


= 
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Be 
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ng out su 

lease Don’t Talk About Me.” 
|“Waliking Baby Back Home” with | 
with brief foray into audience; “Some-' 





ated 


Apri! Ames; 
€1-$i1.25 cover. 





as 
for vocalist’s stint, comic 
Gary Morton tees off slowly with 
spotty chatter but builds to neat 
windup climaxing with bit of okay 
trumpeting. 


Surrounding layout stacks favor- 
ably with previous bills, kicking off 


up where he left off with a top 
showcasing in Bill Miller's swank 
spot on the Hudson River cliffs. 


'img crooning style and his ingratiat- 
ing personality. A!though still not 
a finished talent with secko im- 
pact, Damone fills this headline 
just being a sentimental favorite. 
He can deliver a song with con- 
siderable commercial savvy and he | 
has learned how to behave in front } 
of a mike confidently, even essay- | 
ing some ad libs with assurance. | 
The boyish quality, however, hasn't | 
been lost and that remains a big | hooked as 8 
plus. 


| past. 
| least, this duo flashed their super- | 
| lative hoofing talents only occa- 
| sionally. 
with gab and pantomime bits that | 
; slowed this turn down to a walk. 
When the Champions stress their 





| 


' 


with something more than 


’ 


Damone hits/ strongest on the 


on another beautiful | 


On a couple of special material | 


numbers, about Army iife and his, body” and “1 Learned How to Hold 
return to show business, Damone! a Husband” with comedic insight. 
comes off with only fair results.| Tribs her Aunt Maggie (Margaret | ;,, 
The overall impression, however,| Young), who etched sides in the| 
is okay and Damone has the po-/ ‘20s, with “Hard Hearted Hannah,” | . 
_ | tential te develop even further as 
Best on the rhythm stuff. Miss a vocal personality. 


' 
' 


In the co-headline spot. Marge! 


On opening night (19), at' 


' 


The rest was taken up) 


' 


. they are among the very 


ever, was only suggested in a cou- 
; ple of routines, such as their re-' 
} vivalist 
combo, the Cheerleaders, and their 
charming bit on “Tea For Two” 
| with Damone for the show closer. 


number with the vocal 


Joey Bishop fills the opening 


slot competently with his comedy 


| chatter. 


Bishop has a milquetoast | 


mannerism as good prop and rep- | 
ertory of gags has enough fresh-; 


U, Dalton & Dailey baci | ness to be a gd me + 
i ts, suc reading 

of the lyric to “I'm In The Mood , Plenty of hurrahs all the 

For Love” for double entendres,| Excess 

.are on 4he obvious side and lower | four mixed 

his rattng for the sophisticates. 


around “A Cute Piece of Property” 
and “San Souci.” provide a neat 


Some | 
as his ing | 


. 


Two production numbers, framed 


framework for the show with the 


line’s hoofing and costuming first- 


rate. Doug Rogers handles the 
vocal chores age age 5 Walter Nye’s 
| orch cutting show in 


| style, alternating 
po’s rhumba orch for snappy cus- | 
; tomer dansapation. 





nifty interpretive terping and 
ta of dark-haired Rosario Im- 











| spot with stro 
featuring head-to-head, backflips 
and teeterboard tricks. 
at $35.000 annually. Although| Anthony, Allyn & Hodges, also 
Mth aie’ dinnet” hay|Salwomolgy wh pir” Son 
! ner 
cought. he lays Gown a solid, the standard via missed tricks and 
rhythmic beat that guides the rest | missteps to build’ into zany climax. 
of the boys through their reper-, Dalton & Dailey, fermerly the Her- 
toire. Other sideman featured | 208s. a femme trapeze perform- 
Gains He Te depiats tbe | working in ret lathes” wind il 
mecicionship on solo assignments with a ively and breathtaking sesh 
as pa band. ringing ; 

Orch’s comprised of four! _ Bill is emceed by spot’s vocalist. 
rhythm. five reed and eight brass Ted Cole, who foregoes thrushing 
and make en attractive appearance | this stanza with Michael Gaylord’s 

gray suits with white bowtie. | or¢h serving up slick musical back- 
eye appeal is supplied by/ ing and alternating with 

April Ames, who also has ‘Weir's console rhythms for 
trouble holding tabiers’ ears legwaying.. » 1. ~Bll@ews 


e. 


i 


' . Howard & Wanda Bell, no | the ringsiders, v 
strangers here, are socko in deuce | well in this family room. She has 
sesh of acro stunts;2 ™*# Song or two. but nothing 

‘much to match 


with Pupi Cam- 


Herm. 





Palmer Heuse. Chi 
Chicago, May 21. 

Dorothy Shay 

Black). Wally Boag, Merrie? Ab- 

bott Dancers (8), Eddie O’Neal 

Orch; $3.50 minimum, $1 cover. 


Dorothy Shay is making her 
eighth appearance in the Empire 
Room, the spot that first 
her up thataway with twangy ren- 
ditions of her famous kinfolk from 
the mountains of Tennessee. The 
slightly ribald, tongue -in - cheek 
treatment of the foibles of her 
relatives still bring laughter. but 
she has switched to less singing 
and more chatter than usual, re- 
sulting in a punchier rovtine. 

The city folks sure like them 
with a broad 
drawl. There’s more work with 
s, which always goes 





¢ “Cousin > 
which still gets big yocks. In 


,her “Efficiency” number, opening 


| night, 


she brought two lasses. 
aged about seven. on stage to copy 
her motions. two misses 
from Texas were naturals and 
brought down the house with their 
talk about their boyfriends back 
in Midland. Miss Shay did a socko 
straight job, letting them take all 
the play away from her, yet guid- 
ing them into some hilarious mo- 
ments. 


Wally Boag has a very effective 
intro piece with his rapid quips 
done while blowing balloons into 


all sorts of odd shapes. From) f 


there he does a complete switch 





with some fine eccentric and acre~' Golden_ indefinitely, 


ly, Excess Baggage 
Black, Roy. Fitzell, Dolores Fraz- 


Jack Rivers, Bobby Bruce, Duane 
Blake, Leo Dukehorm, Bob Mill 
Orch (10); no cover or mintmum. 


| Frontier is this baby, with Mar- 
| garet Whiting and Jimmy Wakely 
|evidently proving that people do 
} listen te recordings. If lines arent 
| forming to the 


of 


: 


; tier. give great comedy touch to the | 
Pooches 


jing from suitcases and trunk, for 
| positive delight from check-grab- 
| Ders. 
man 


(with Russel’ 


4 


Adelphus Hetel, Ballas 
Dorothy Lamour, with South $e 
Islanders (3) and Mineo: Herman 

Waidrics Orch (9!: $3 cover. 


yd a $ Og wena 
ing” an d@aie in 
, her abner. On May 28. 1902, her 
| initial bow here on a hotei cof, 
| chirping with Herbie Kay's orch, 
| made her a local fave, with a fol- 
jlowing that built through three 











Last Frentier, Las Vegas) successive summers. Miss Lamour 


Las Vegas, May 19. 
Margaret Whiting, Jimmy Wake- 
(2), Martin 


(jammed the 375-apacity Century 
Room opening night with vet fans, 
celebs, her mother and husband. 
Sock 45-minute stint pulled heavy 
mi‘ting th ut as singer, 
sheathed in strapless biue gown, 
+cumpensated tablers with both 
rfisuah and vocal offerings in a 
savvy sesh that cues heavy biz 
R. J. O'Donnell (interstate cir- 
cuit) imtreed Miss Lamour with 
| “I'd like to be sentimertal about a 
at lady who made those great 
‘*Road” pictures, the first lady of 
: Hollywood.” Utilizing hands, feet 
land lots of body English. thrush 
| segues from a intro ditty to 
i | “Little Grass Shack” and varies 
(King) Cole, but postponed because ‘ mood with finely shaded lyricizing 
his ilimess, the period wasicf “What Is This Thing Called 
tide-over until Paul} j ove.” and an animated but taste- 
Whiteman brings his unit im for! fy) revival of “Sister Kate.” Blends 
month of Jume. The decidedly) pair of ballads nicely, ahead of 


_ Jean Deviyn Dancers (10), 





A happy sleeper fer the Last 


: 


right for these two 
all 


slow ballads where the head tomes | heavy dosage of music seems to be)» mediey of her wk. pix tunes, 
predominate. Although a bit young | working a 
for “September Song.” he nonethe- | pace is fast. 
less oe it a —r prem 
: the crowd. He's equally | 
plusheries, the basic material is ps a 


charm. Mood is light.|then gives boff treatment to 
i“Kiss”” a special material bell- 

Miss Whiting edges away from/ ringer, Misty-eyed, she pays tri- 
carboning ico many of her Capitol; bute to the late Herbie Kay, torch- 
disclicks, while Wakely bleats sev-| ing the local “must” Kay penned 


|} standard, “These Foolish Things,” | or2} The thrush turms on her wide| fer her, “I've An Evening for 


|}and mops up with the current | for “Till I Waltz Again With! Sale,” for heavy ing. 
“April In = tones for g palm 


j te Know You.” 
i “I Love Every- 


You” and “ 


South Sea Islanders come on 
but parades 2 


'with top vocal and instrumental 
| backing for Miss Lamour’s medley 
| of island tunes, topped by “Hawai- 
Wer Chant.” Click turn has 
looker bussing many Rane ring- 
then calis cut Wakely for the big | oe re Te You. Aloha” 
peer te oe tO and thde by adds . icl-tessing bit fer an ova- 
Prior to “Hannah” she | m2 a = 

; by mediey| S2m Mineo’s arrangements and 
her father’s (the) 88 backing expe:tiy complement 
ate Richérd Whiting) song hits,|t»e_. Lamcur somglog. mormon 
one of the best things she does. Leo | Waldman’s orch, im its fifth year 
Dukehorn provides fine accomps} >¢re. continues to lure terp ad- 
and downbeating at the Steinway. | dicts with top ee 

Wakely has tough assignment in | 
opening the soiree, but tosses in} 
one of ‘his socko twangings of | 
“Freight Train Blues.” to piant; 
himself well. Following a frilly} 
Ccnting’ Gf ay suard from local |The Redheads (3), Ernie Rudy 
deejay, Martin Black. Wakely re- | Orch (12); $2.50 minimum. 
is plain ith instru-| ‘ . 
neg 9 _, Poon Bobby | ,,OPening night found the plush 
Bruce. Duane Blake. he whams over Blue Room elbow-to-elbow to wel- 
“Seven Lonely Days ” assists im | Come Sophie Tucker on her initial 
musical hoedown : of | hotel date here, and the reserva- 

as , tion desk is deluged with requests 
Let the Stars” and gives neat ac- | far exceeding the supply of tabies. 
counting of the western classic, | 
“Tumbling Tumbleweeds.” He gets Tecord set here some months ago 
Way. 

. consisting of | 
tese terriers, one. 
ded expertly | 
Arnold Gau- | 


Hetel Reeseveht. N. @. 
New Orleans. May 21. 
Sophie Tucker with Ted Shapiro: 





walkon. In fact, 
of excitement in 
ore she 
otherwise musical packet. ; ent. 
through tricks after .)'tion with a orchids 
—} Sk. for | Pinned at the shoulder, plus a 


‘crew hairdo, 


ers from the 
tions and 
It's a 


Only drawback to act is that 
y canine capers are lost be 
cause of low stage. but yocks are 
gathered in spite of ——— 


New Gelden. Kene 
: Reno, May 20. | 
4 Knights, Helen Boyce, Devid 
| Powell, Golden Girls (12). Ger- 
| wood Van Orch (10); no cover or | 
' Minturn. i 
—- jing, as the 
Always good biz for Golden are | Tucker School 
, the Fotr Knights, whose non-elab- | “a Marilyn Monroe in every bed- 
orate harmony and rather adoles-' room’ There 
cent clowning make up a nice|pienty of palm-pounding. 
combo for this informal room.)  ysics 
| Most numbers feature the ani- 
mated bass of the group. 
Helen has considerably 
| more than when caught 
er. Running a full 





energy, power and 
single performer 
town on Ole Man River's 
in a quarter of 





i 
i 
| minute laff seasten. 
|laugh and 

i m in perpetual 
| ny part of 


3 





piano number 
| from tatt book of music from | 
‘which she extracts bits of lyrics! 


| and melody, all mixed wu . She hes | ald -- of 


| @ jovial leek tm a rotem way and| thom in “Se Tocker For Presi- 
} this in itself sta the fun. ” ours front tabi 
| David Powell is the son of heos-| Ce2t she 6 re ~ 


| er Jack Powell, and like his father. | 
runs off of playing | 
drumsticks over a chair, along the 
stage. over the wall and down! 
un Fowdh hte combina] ot the 
e, considera 
more success here in the Golden 88 plus repartee. It was 2 
than he would in other supper for Miss Tucker, who had to 
| spots. His jokes, played as a small | #. 
boy reciting lines, catch little re-| Proceeding Miss T 
| Sponse. ~ | Redheads, versatile 
| Golden Girls fil). out the rest of  strumental trio whe 
the show and some brief costumes debut here. Boys have 
or two routines. Garwood Van's’ 
orch is fine. He will remain in the | men 
_»» Mare... 


‘ 


| 


Backing 
stint, as always. 
who gives excellent suppert at the 


' 
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Cire’s. Hellyweed 
Hollywood, May 22. 
Joni James, Carsony Bros. (3), 
Rill Norvas & Upstarts (3), Joe 
Stabile Orch (8), Bobby Ramos 
Orch (5); $2 cover. 


Propelled by phenomenal platter | 
sales, Joni James has been whisked | 
from oblivion ‘almost literally) to 
stellar orbit within 16 months. Her | 
record ng rep, plus an extremely 
good loval pre-opening ballyhoo by 
Ciro’s. provided her with a capac- 
ity turnout at her Coast debut. 

“Possibly the rapidity of her rise 
has prevented her from “finding” 
herself as yet when projected out 
onto*the floor in a class nitery. 
About the only department in 
which she earns an A is effort. Of 
the eight tunes she purveyed in her 
55-minute turn when caught. six 
are her latest and strongest M-G-M 
disk sellers—“Have You Heard”?. 
“Wishing Ring.” “Almost Always.” 
“Cheatin’ Heart” fon this date, as 
at recent La Vie en Rose, N.Y., she 
goes classy, gets grammar and adds 
the “g”—enough to make Hank 
Williams twirl in his tomb). “Why 
Don't You Believe Me?” and “Is It 
Any Wonder?” Ail sobs of the 
wringing-wrist sort, and rather a 
suverfluity. 

Miss James also is inclined to 
overdo a coy girlishness. This antic 
could be more effective if resorted 
to less frequent!y and with more 
subtlety. She appears to be merely 
in the throes of developing stage 
presence and personality and is try- 
ing all facets. PoSsibly her best bet 
is to go gamin. 

On her stouter shell7< sellers, it 
was not only her “sownd” which 
skyrocketed her; it was those big. 
booming, lush orchestral back- 
grounds. Working with the adept 
eight-man Joe Stabile crew doesn't 
simulate the same frame, purely 
because the Petrillomen are few in 
comparison. And the chirp hasn't | 
worked out the right routine to 
bridge the gap. The little patter 
she uses has scant polish or pene- 
tration. 

On her opening night her strong- 
est support leeward came from sev- 
eral platoons of crewcuts. but 
Jacks in their jeans and Jills in 
their saddie shoes don't frequent 
this spot: probably their last visit 
was to see Johnnie Ray. The Ciro’s 
regulars didn't precisely callous 
their palms in applause. 

Up ahead. one of the world’s top 
equilibristic acts, the Carsony 
Bros. (3), spellbound ‘em with an 
amazing display of muscular con- 
trol and balance. Among the feats 
are forefinger stands atop bottles: 
headstands atop bottles placed stem 
to stem while whirling rings via 
jaw, arms and feet—stroblit, yet! 
The umcanny one-cane balance 
stunts used for closer are real 
tinglers. 

Bill Norvas & the Upstarts ‘two 
femmes) open and close show with 
lively special lyrics draped on up- 
beat melodies. It’s a new idea, and 
okay in that it bulks out the show's 
proportions. The three make en- 
gaging. youthful appearance and 
work with much verve. To get the’ 
show opened, by quieting and rivet- 
ing the crowd's attention, act is) 
useful. Stabile’s crew, in addition 
to backstopping the show. alter- 
nates on dance sets with the Bobby 
Romas Latin-beat combo. Burt. 


Flaminge. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 22. 
John Payne, Lou Holtz, Stuart 
Morgan Dancers (4), Dutch Adler 
Trio, Frank Howard. Flamingo 
Starlets (8), Torris Brand Orch | 
(16); no cover cr minimum. 











Jchn Payne's Vegas initialer. 
folicwing break-in at Top’s. San 
Diego, comes off fairly well, al- 
though net up to expectations in- | 
sofar as biz is concerned. The, 
screen actor-turned-warbler has. 
been drawing good weekends only. 
However, to offset mild showing in 
the Flamingo Room, casino has) 
been jumping, and that’s where it 
counts. 

Payne takes a floor stance like | 
a boxer, giving out with his bleat- | 
ing in baritone range, although 
Projeciion is largely due to elec- 
tronics. Makes good use of mike) 
te climax just about every tune on| 
2 high note, accompanied by in-| 
tense facial expressions. Has hand- | 
some appearance on floor. vigor-' 
ous delivery in opening “Luck Be, 
a Lady.” more dulcet in framing | 
“rll Remember April,” “April in} 
Paris,” with Dutch Adler Trio 
backgrounds. 

_ Payne varies standup by nood- 
ling his own 88 measures to “Molly 
Malone.” drives over a bouncy 

Lady Be Good,” then interludes | 


songspie] with a Sam _ Lapidus) 


, Repertoire ! 
\dards as “High Society.” “Bill | 


/eraft and belt out a string of ied tion and aud acceptance. They”! | 


fill various nooks and crannies 
with funny, albe’: suggestive. 
stories. Why the vet monologist 
has to revert to such stuff for! 
yocks is a mystery. Makes use of 
many Lapidus stories, plus clever 
Paroaies on “It Had to Be You” 
and “Las Vegas.” 

Stuart Morgan Dancers put on 
smooth display of adagio. Capture 
absorbed interest all the way as 
three husky males toss femme into 
deft catches, one-hand receives 
and sock over-and-over windup 
thrilling house into salvos. Will. 





Celeony & Aster. Lenden 
London, May 19 
Tessie O'Shea ‘with Reg War- 
burton), Granger Bros. (2). Felix 
King, Sid Phillips and Don Carlos 
Orchs; Colony: $5 minimu 
$3 y ; 7 ¢ 


be» = 


¢. 


tor: minimum to 1} p.m 


cover thereafter 





It was on the strength of her re- 
cent engagement here. when she 
made her British cabaret bow. that 
Tessie O'Shea was inked to fill the 
top Coronation playdate. If she 
Pulled ‘em in the last time. which 
was mainly an off-season engage- 
ment, she should keep these two 
rooms jammed during the antici- 
pated Coronation peak. 

Miss O'Shea, renowned for her 
outsize girth, is affectionately 
known locally as “Two-Ton Tes- 
site” and she makes use of that bill- 
ing in her lively routine. The gal 
may have an excess of avoirdupois 
but with it she has an overabund- 
ance of energy and sprightliness 
which would do credit to anyone 
half her size. 


Entire accent of the act is on ex- 
uberant side and she gives a non- 
stop exhibition of high-powered 
vitality. Much of her material is! 
original and it is all put over with 
good-natured verve. 

Following the pattern of her 
previous performance, Miss O'Shea 
has a duo, the Granger Bros..-to 
fill in with some precision terping 
while she effects a quick costume 
change and eventually joins them 
in an energetic hoofing. routine 
which qualifies for powerful mitt- 


ing. Myro. 


Hetel Statler. WN. ¥. 

Charles Fisk Orch 7). with 
Lee Sharmel: Sharkey’s Dizie- 
landers ‘6); $1.50 minimum 





This layout is pegged strictly for 
the prom trade. The rah-rah clien- 
tele has been swinging to the 
Dixieland beat for the past semes- 
ter and Sharkey’s crew is surefire 
bait. It’s a switch from the pop 
name band policy the Cafe Rouge 
has been following but it should | 
pay off, especially om weekends 
when the juves don their formals. 

Sharkey comes over strong here 
despite the spread of the room 
which would seem te dissipate the 
two-beat impact. Outfit hits a bar-| 
relhouse route that spreads infec- | 
tiously across the room. The tab-} 


lers as well as the terpsters jump: this return date that they are one | Ritz, bows out to take on similar) 
| of the top tepp teams in the bv;i-| duties with a Laurentian resort 


throughout his set. 


Band. comprised of clarinet.) 
trombone. piano. drums, bass and) 


ithe maestro on trumpet, sticks to) 


the Dixieland familiars and pounds | 
‘em all out with plenty of punch. | 
includes such stan-| 


Bailey.” “When the Saints Come! 
Marching In” and “Muskrat Ram- 
ble.” 

For more formalized terping. 
Charles Fisk satisfies both the 


'ecreweuts and the adults. It’s a 


small outfit, four reed, two rhythm 
and Fisk on trumpet. but it pro- 
duces a rich. full sound. Book and 
arrangements are styled for easy 
terping and listening. In his em- 
ceeing and tune intros. Fisk estab- 
lishes a warm rapport with the 
tablers. Lee Sharmel handles the 
vocals for the orch in okay style. 

As a concession to the Dixieland 


‘vogue. Fisk has added clarinetist 
'Pee Wee Russell and drummer) 


George Wetling for some special 
stints. Both are masters of their. 


Gros. 


rhythms to a solid mitt. 
Piccadilly. Glasgow 
Glasgow. May 15. 


Acril Angers, Sid Willmot Orch; 
$1 cover. 








Avril Angers, British commedi- 
enne and impressionist, already 
wk. via radio and TV. starts off 
new policy at this Auld Lang Syne 
nitery, where bigger marquee 
names are being sought. Layout 
is attractive if, numerically slight, 
and gal does a 25-minute act that) 


story aided by Lou Holtz. Re- draws warm mitting. 


ceives several chortles for his at-| 


tempts at dialect, with relaxation 


helping production warble follow-' 


up, “Dancing in the Dark,” terped | 
by two Flaminog Starlets. Again. | 
with Dutch Adler Trio (bass, ac. | 
cordion, guitar), Payne caps his. 
semester in a strained “Day In, 


Day Out,” but for big exit mitts. |ers. Act could be slicked up with 


Lou Haltz has label] of emcee, ie 


Garbed in green dress. she opens | 
with the telephone song. “Busy” 
Line.” then adds. good touch of | 
humor in “Got Big Ears.” In be- 
tween songs, chirper engages in) 
patter of varying standards and, 
via gabbing. offers too much scope 
for neediess backchat by custom-. 


Village Vangeard, N. Y.. 

Phil Leeds, Patricic Wi:*on, 
Celestine Gamory, Clerence Wil 
liams Trio; $3.50 minimam. 





Max Gordon, impresario of this 
talent incubator in Greenwich Vil- 


‘lage, has come up with another 


neat layout talio-ed for thie cellar 
spot’s clientele. it’s a well-bal- 
anced show with Phi! Leeds as the 
solid anchor man and two new 
turns. Patricia Wilsen and Celes- 
tine Gamory ‘New Acts). furnish- 
ing the fresh talent angle. 

Leeds. who is doubling between 
VV and the Broadway legit musical. 

Can-Can.” is a polished comic 
with a slick routine. He works 
easily, almost casually, and gets 
the yocks with subtle offhand 
cracks and his talent for sharp 
parody. His burlesque of the folk 
singers is first-rate and he tops 
this with a takeoff on the old-line 
gangster films. He wraps up his 
routine with a clever patter via 
underplayed snappers which ex- 
plode for maximum impact. 

The Clarence Williams Trio, 
regulars here for the past coup!« 
of years, cut the show ably anc 
provide sparkling rhythms for cus- 
tomer hoofing. Herm. 


imbassader Hotel. L. A. 
Los Angeles. May 19 
Jimmy McHugh’'s “Singing Stars 
of 1953.” Matty Malneck, Dorothy 
Coulter, Beverly Richards, Eve 
Marley, Darla Hood: Mary Raye 
Naldi, Jack Fina Orch (13), Al- 
fredo Germo Rhumbend (5); $2 
cover. 





Jimmy McHugh’s “and then I 
wrote” package has completed the 
circle with this stint at the Coacoa- 
nut Grove. Unit opened con the 
Coast just before Christmas, was 
glimpsed for a fortnight at Ciro’s 
and has since been moving around 
the country. including the Copa. 
N.Y. It’s better now than it was 
five months ago. Too, it isn’t hold- 
ing down the complete entertain- 
ment chore as at Ciro’s; here 
there’s excellent dancing by Mary 
Raye & Naldi to round out t he bill 

“Singing Stars” has been cut 
from five to four since the unit 
was here at Yuletide and the en- 
tire turn has been trimmed to a 
fast 25 minutes from its original 
hour. As before. of course. it's 
simply a frame for a rapid caval- 
cade of the topnotch McHugh 
songs. Dorothy Coulter, Beverly 
Richards, Eve Marley and Darla 
Hood are spotted individually and 
collectively, on such tunes as 
“Can't Give You Anything But 
Love,” “Sunny Side,” “Porgy.’ 
“Feel A Song Coming On,” etc. 
it’s all pleasant enough entertain- 
ment. Next to closing “Wing and, 
a Prayer” spot is still handled. dis- 
tractingly. by Miss Coulter’s con- 
cert-type voice which doesn’t mesh | 
with the tune, but it’s a little bet- 
ter now that the other girls give 
her ensemble backing. Finale is 
the inevitable “Louella.” 

Raye & Naldi leave no doubt in) 


ness. Despite the somewhat un-. 
even backing of Jack Fina’s orch.| 
they captivated an opening night 


audience with 15 minutes of peer-| Nautilus, Miami Reach | 


less pirouetting punctuated by | 
graceful lifts and spins. Routines | 
are constantly slick and win the) 
unusual accolade of commanding | 
complete silence from the diners. | 
Fina crew does well on the! 
dance stuff. alternating with Al-¢ 
fredo Garmo’s rhumband. Kap. 


’ 


Sahara. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 20. 

Jan Murray, Toni Arden, Langs 
(5), Se-Harem Dancers (12}. Ca- 
valiers (4), Joan Larson, Freddie 
Letuli, Aroma Sw’A, Leni MclIn-' 
tire, Moroni Mendeiros, Cee Da-| 
vidson Orch (10); no cover or 
minimum. 





Twain of Jam Murray and Toni } 
Arden are. meeting in the vast) 
Congo Rooni for dynamic results| 
both from standpoint of presenta- 


| manage to keep the tables filled | 


most of two frames. . Sy 
Murray is one standup comedian | 


'who can carry to far corners of 


this acreage and make every socko | 
line return with double socko) 
yocks. He’s mighty powerful. | 


| knows how to over-emphasize for | 


this particular space. Canny use| 
of overlaps and spontaneous cuties | 
adds to impact. For revving up) 


|laugh barrage. he calls wpon four | 


sclid routines, “Holly wood,” 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” “Wife” | 
and “New Home in the Country.” | 

Miss Arden surrounds her song- 
ology with drama, remaining a 
strong figure centered. within the 
theatre-type stage. Her control is’! 


| slick, ranging from dulcet to forte..| 


in a well-chosen brace of tunes. 
She breathes “Pretend,” working 
up more volume in “Because 
You're Mine” and “Sorrento,” then | 


puts zippy lit into “After You've | 
i Gone.” Her. .exit ovation: carries. 


through Murray's walkon. 
Langs Sask over with teeter- | 
canronadings. lifting tinv} 


ders of understanders. 
reales and husky femme help with | 


‘the triggering. Act spaces tricks | 


well, to culminate in gal's trinle 
back somersault blindfolded into 
chair perched on guy’s shoulder. 
Sa-Harem Dancers, trained 
smartly by George Moro, show pre- 


cision terpology in “Hichlend 
Fling.” with member cf Cav-lier 
quartet vocalizing to petite Joan 
Larson. Epic finale lasts atout 12 
minutes, is a Hawaii2n dithvramb 
having authentic rhythmics c* im- 


ports Freddie Letuli. Aroma Su’A 
Lani McIntire, Moromi Menrde’ros 
plus Cavaliers and Miss Larsor 
Receives terrif mitts. Cee David- 
son makes.his musical pilo’ 
count for every measure. Will. 


neo 
~ 


Ritz Carliten. Montreal 
Montreal. May 22 

Patricia Bright, Johnny Gallant, 
Joe Settano Trio; $1-$1.50 cover. 





Following solid success of last 
vear, the management of the Ritz 
Cariton Hotel brings back Patricia 
Bright to cinch closing session of 
the Ritz Cafe for this season. In 
her few appearances in Montreal, 
Miss Bright has established her- 
self as one of the top comediennes 
to play this circuit and particular- 
ly this swank boite. 

Teeing off with her sequence on 
Katharine Hepburn. which despite 
its familiarity serves as a good 
opener, Miss Bright coes into her 
show biz routine with the accent 
on a Brooklyn doll’s chorus-to-star 
career and then turns deftlv to a 
number from “Can - Can” for 
plaudits. A smash satire on the 
Gabor femmes follows: called 
“Fourth Sister.” it is ore of best 
items in her repertoire although 
almost too subtle for mass: con- 
sumption. Her reprise of the 
Gallic chirpers now jamming cafe 
floors has been updated to carrv 
same solid imvact and her be-off, 
“Television’s Tough on Love.” is 
more topical than ever with Mont- 
real viewers now having access 
(through the new microwave set- 
up) to U. S. shows and wider 
selection of Canadian offerings 

On night caught. gal did her 
impresh of Hildegarde ‘who was 
in the audience) and she doubled 
during opening week of Hi'de- 
garde’s variety show at Her Ma- 
jesty’s in a sketch with Paul Hart- 
man. The presence of her con- 
freres and the fact that it was her 
opening didn't help overall per- 
formance. Gal seemed nervous 
and there was a tendency to punch 
her lines too hard and to drag out 
the occasional routine with patter 
asides that took slicht edge off 
otherwise fine material. 

Johnny Gallant is at the piano 


to back Miss Bright's show and} 
splits music interludes with the! 


smooth Settano Trio. When room 
closes in mid-June. 
Ernest, long associated with the 


hotel. Newt 


Miami Beach. May 23. 
Novelites (3), Antone & Ina, Sud 
Stanley Orch, Joe Harnell; $2 


minimum. 





Novelites, who first hit this town 


teveral seasons ago and played ex-| 


tensively at the Five O'Clock and 
then the Clover Club, becoming 


' what amounted to a local act, have 


been playing northern dates past 


| few months. It’s obvious that the 


polish and experience gained, plus 
working to new aud types. has 
done them a world of good. At the 
Driftwood room of this big down- 
townery, they come up with a mix- 
ture of new and old special] mate- 
rial identified with them to mark 
themselves potent bets for video 
cafe and vaude circuits. 

Trio are expert on their instru- 
ments ‘bass, guitar and accordion) 
but it is in the comedy department 
that big strides have been made. 


maitre d’| 


| Chez Paree, Mentreal 


Montreal, May 23. 
Lena Horne ‘with Lennie Hay- 


| femme into aerial flips on snout, | ton). Jay Marshall, Migal Twins, 
ree 





Bob Harrington Orch (11); $2 
cover. 
“Cest Magnifique” best de- 


scribes aud reaction to Lena 
Horne, wno’s in for 10 days. This 


is Miss Hoarne’s first cafe try 
around town and date is the result 
of long negotiations; po-tpone- 
menis, etc.. but the hassle was 
worth it and biz is such that the 
cnerators of the saloon should 
essilv get oT the hook with some- 
thing to spare 


The combined savvy of Lena 
Horre and accomp-husband Lennie 
Hayton means showmanshin at all 
times. Although little is forecd in 
the way of song presentation, there 
is nothing slapstick or ccsual and 
every number is clicko. Cho'ce of 
sones is ideally suited to her par- 
ticular piping style and gal tops 
everything with a wardrobe that 
has the distaff side ogling plus the 
fiture to wear these startling cre- 
ations. 

First set of four scngs with 
Hayton batoning Bob Harrington's 
enlarced orch sets up attention 
highlighted by a frantic, heavily- 
arranged version of “Love” that 
nears the hysteria point Moving 
to the piano, Hayton settles down 
to direct the chirper through a se- 
quence that results in the most 
spontaneous applause ever heard 
in this cafe Included are such 
Horne standbys as “Lady Is a 
Tramp,” “Love to Love.” a boffo 
rhythm item, “Honevsuck!le Rose,” 
and the inevitable “Stormy Weath- 
er” to a heetic reception. 

To cinch musical end of per- 
formance, Miss Horne is backed 
by her own trio consisting of 
drummer Chico Hamilton, Wyatt 
Ruether on bass and Irving Joseph 
at the piano. 

Preceding the star. two acts 
have the unenviable task of enter- 
taining an impatient house. The 
Migal Twins are brief but ade- 
quate in their terp routines and 
Jay Marshall more than ho'ds his 
own as he reprises his smooth pat- 
ter, magico and ventro bits to sus- 
t-in okav entertainment value 
throughout. Newt. 


Thunderbird. Las Vedas 
Las Vegas. May 19. 
Rez Allen & KoKo, Sons of Pio- 
neers (6), Angelaires (5), Barney 
Rawlings, Kathryn Duffy Densa- 
tions (6), Al Jakns Orch (11): no 
cover or mintmum, 





For a little over one week, Eddy 
Arnold had the Vegas corral to 
himself for dishing up western 
bleats and mountain plaints: but 
then came this gang into the 
Thunderbird up the Strip a-ways, 
and he had to share the Helidorado 
howdy. ‘Helidorado is annual 
| pioneer hoopla.) Since Rex Allen 
is a fave with hoss opera fans. and 
Sons of Pioneers have built a big 
| following over the years by platters 
}and personals, the Thunderbird 
| teepee will be visited by all devo- 
}tees of such music for the fort- 
night. 

Rex Allen made his initial nitery 
‘venture here one year ago, to be 
| received very well. This trip, his 
, time has been shortened somewhat, 
, but he still ropes salvos for every 
| warble. Surprise appearance of his 
| horse KoKo is neat touch, with the 
equine performer coming up with 
|several tricks for hoorays and 
,hollers from chéck-grabbers. 

' Sons of Pioneers combine for 
| vocal and instrumental tunes, fea- 
|turing Lloyd Perryman, Hugh & 
Carl Farr, Dale Warren, Deuce 
| Spriggins. and Tommy Doss. Farr 
| Bros. rock room with authentic 
,hoedown stomp. Hugh Farr is 
_ acknowledged most adherents 
| of western musicology to be its top- 
| most fiddler. Reception is esnecial- 
lly big for “Don't Let the Stars,” 
ithe perennial “Cool Water.” with 
| Tommy Doss soloing, and a hokum 
land cornball “Cigareets and 
| Whusky.” 

| Angelaires, five femme harpists, 


The timing and interchange of biz| add a strange batch of notes to the 
is sharpened with overall tighten-| otherwise all-western outlay. As 
ing. adding to aud reaction build.! prime act. their various assaults on 
Purvey their howl-raising takeoff | “Black Magic,” “St. Louis Blues,” 
on hillbilly outfits. TV viewers, “Malaguena” and “Halleluiah” 
watching set go screwy with Lane! make for only fair reaction. Best 
Ranger emerging in comedic. vo-| arrangement for nitery auditors is 
calistie and physical form. Change | “St. Louis Blues,” with a rhythmic 
pace with straight interpolations boogie chorus. Otherwise, the act 
—— oo ee, in tri-/ lulls. 
ple-time “Tico Tico.” guitarist piP-| Kathryn Duffy Dansations fling 
ing “Old Man River” effectively | themselves into mood of Hell-_ 
and wind with clowned-up version | dorado with “Mexican Fiesta” and 
of “Figaro” featuring the bass|Ractime Cowboy 1s 
player. Add impreshes of Louis) Rawiings is pleasantly gregarious 
Prima, Frankie Laine, Billy Dan- 2< emcee and sufficiently endowed 
iels_ and back-breaking lampoon for handling production chants. 
on Johnnie Ray for the wrapup. |= Normandie Boys lend okay assists 
Antone & Ina are held over for’ vocally. A] Jahns orch backgrounds 
the terp chores and acquit them- <moothly. Will 
selves in adept fashion with their ° 
Latino and American rovtinings. | : ; 
Joe Harnell, featured between Pn: wan: Rony _ — = 
shows on piano, at which. inciden-| ‘De | Sill toplined ty Nelesa. 
tally he’s tops, emcees in straight; 0m the Dill topli . 
and - effective meaner. ‘ Lery.-- Eddy. @avreSe tsetse Fs WISP % . | 
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Barn Season to be Dotted With Preems; 
Peepers, Visit, Kentuckian’ to Bow 


Legit version wes goer 
“Mr. Peepers,” will be among.the ‘ 
productions to be offered by the | Vera-Ellen Back to Legit 


Port Players, Oconomowoc, Wis 











during its 10-week season com- 
mencing July .1. Claiming to be} 3 
the oldest Equity company in the| A package production of “I Am} 
midwest, the Port Players are go- | a Camera,” starring Vera-Ellen and | 
ing into their 15th season. | possibly Tom Drake, is being of- | 
Brace Conning will direct the| fered strawhat producers this sum-| 
company, comprised of Mary Alice | mer for a limited number of weeks 
Wunderle, Michael Lewis, Pernell | by packager Greg Juarez. Tour will 
Roberts, Bette Ramey, Herb Bra-| mark femme’s first stage appear-| 
zelton, Eleanor Grant,-Ted Tassel,| ance since leaving Broadway for | 
Adele Gordon, Robert Nelson, | Hollywood. 
Jane Gottschalk, Mardi Bryant,/ Jyarez also plans to send out| 
Henry Biedinger, John Bridish and |; oyis Jordan in “Faithfully Yours,” | 
others. Chris Miller will be stage | Louis Hayward in “The Moon Is| 
manager. Kingsley Hull manages | Blue,” Brian Donlevy in “This 
the operation. | Thing Called Love,” John Agar in 
Though Wally Cox, star of the “Gigi,” John Barrymore, Jr., in 
“Peepers” tele edition, will 


For ‘Camera’ Barn Tour 





|The Shrike.” 











SLOAKLAND 


Recently returned from a tour with 

To appear—Holyoke, 

Mass., Aug. 17th, in “The Country 
Girl.” 


Inside Stuft—Legi 
Backers of “Me and Juliet,” Rodgers-Hammerstein production slated 
to open on Broadway at the Majestic Theatre tomorrow (Thurs.), are 
Manie Sacks (representing RCA Victor), $187,500, and Irving Cohen 


(attorney representing R & H), $112,500. The production is capitalized 
at $300,000. 





Backers of “Josephine,” Leonard Key and Luther Greene produc- 
tion, which closed out of town earlier this year, included indie film 
producer Huntington Hartford, $600; legit producer Sherman §. Krell- 
berg, $12,100; Actors Fund prexy Walter Vincent, $4,200; Eaves Cos. 
tume Co. prez Andrew Geoly, $1,400; Nolan Scenic Studios prexy 
William Nolan, $1,400; Sally Benson, who adapted the play from 
stories by F. Scott Fitzgerald, $700; mag publisher Fleur Cowles, $700: 
legit director-designer Paul Morrison, $350; costume designer’ Ben 
Edwards, $350; theatrical insurance broker.David Davidson, $175; and 
show’s producers Key and Greene, $675. The production was capital- 
ized at $70,000, without provision for overcali. 











Rookies ‘Rescue’ Legit 


Continued from page 1 








rov, the original playwrights of 


Lillie walked off with the indivi- 
“My Sister Eileen” from which 


dual honors with her 


making the strawhat rounds this 
summer, he’s not slated to appear 
in the stock version of the video 


be! “waterloo Bridge,” Wayne Morris 


|in “Separate Rooms” and Sonny 


| Tufts in a pre-Broadway tryout of 
“Shadow of a Man,” which was 


PLaza 3-2310—New York 


° 
show. Comedian, who'll appear in| originally done by the actor in) Todd Readies 


“Three Men on a Horse,” already 
has a full schedule lined up. 





‘Island Visit’ Tour 
Strawhat tour of “Island Visit,” 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke-Lili Darvas 
starrer, begins June 22 at the Po- 
cono Playhouse, Mountainhome, 
Pa. Play will also play-one-week 
engagements at the Cape Play- 


house, Dennis, Mass., (July 6), 
Somerset (Mass.) Playhouse (13), 
Ivoryton (Mass.) Playhouse (20), 


Playhouse in the Park, Philadel- 
phia (27), Spa Theatre, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. (Aug. 3), Casino 
Theatre, Newport, R.I., (10), Han- 
cock, Boston (17) and the Ogon- 
quit (Me.) Playhouse (Sept. 7). 

Play incidentally, was a recent 
Broadway flop under the tiile 
“Horses in Midstream.” Featured 
in the touring production wil! be 
Mary Scott, Ludmilla Toretzka and 
Anne Lubowe. 





Woodstock. Preem 
Woodstock, N. Y., May 26. 

“Some Little Honor,” new play 
by Josephine Bentham, will preem 
at the Woodstock (N.Y.) Playhouse, 
July 28-Aug. 2. Barn, operated by 
A. L. Sainer and William Weisman, 
opens June 30 with “The Moon Is 
Blue.” Other plays to be offered 
include “I Am a Camera,” George 


England last year. 


Vera-Ellen, incidentally, is sched- 
uled to report back to Metro Aug. 
1 to start rehearsals on “White 
Christmas” with Bing Crosby. 


Osage Chief’s Daughter 
Real Native Dancer In 





The N. Y. City Ballet, midway in 
its spring season at City Center, 
N. Y., has presented three of its 
four planned premieres, for a bet- 
ter-than-average batting record. 
(Fourth preem, “Fanfare,” due last 
night (Tues.), was postponed till 
next week.) 

First preem, “Filling Station,” 
has made the strongest impression. 
Actually it’s a revival of a work 
done originally 15 years ago for 
Ballet Caravan, an NYCB antece- 
dent. With music by Virgil Thomp- 
son and choreography by Lew 
Christensen, it’s a lively, ingratiat- 
ing romp about assorted doings 
around an average gas station. 
What makes it particularly stand- 





tendant, and by Janet Reed as an 


Ballet Preem of ‘Filly’ | 


out here are the virtuoso jobs of | ; 
| young Jacques l’Amboise as the at- | Hal Grossman. 





Bernard Shaw’s “The Philanderer” 
and Ashley Duke’s “The Man With 
a Load of Mischief.” 
Edith Gresham, Robert Baines 
(Continued on page 75) 


REP. JAVITS’ BILL TO 
CREATE NAT'L THEATRE 


Washington, May 26. 
Bill to create a United States 
Art Foundation as an independent 
agency of the Government was 


{nebriated socialite who staggers | 
into the spot. Ably partnered by 
Michael Maule, Miss Reed does | 
some brilliant (as well as hilarious) | 
terp stunts. D’Amboise, who's a 
comer, has some amazing leaps and 
turns to his credit. 


“Afternoon of a Faun,” with new 





to the w.k. Debussy tone-poem, is 
a bit of a surprise, and a welcome 
one. Instead of the erotic, narcissis- 
tic version Nijinsky made famous, 
Robbins’ dance version is a simple 


V e 9 R e 

With cast and staff for “Night 
in Venice” ‘virtually set, Mike 
Tood’s production of the Johann 
Strauss, Jr., musical extravaganzs 
goes into rehearsal June 8, to open 
its second season at Jones Beach 
(L.I.) Marine Stadium June 25. 
Todd has added 1,000 cheaper seats 
(scaled up from 50c) for this sea- 
son’s run. 

Book and lyrics to the Strauss 
score, which were penned by 
Thomas and Ruth Martin, have 
been revamped, and new sight and 
water acts have been integrated 
into the script. Among the new 
features will be the Coblentz 
waterfall fireworks (recently shown 
at the Radio City Music Hall, N.Y.) 
and a Venice regatta as seen in 
Cinerama. 

Cast will be headed up by Met 
| tenor, Thomas Hayward, Nola Fair- 
| banks, Jack Russell, Maria Di Gir- 
|lando, George Halil and Rosita 
| Royce. Thomas Martin will con- 
| duct the orch again this year. 
| Todd’s general manager will be 
Samuel Liff will 
| Stage and James Nygren will 
handle the choreography. 


‘RYE’ DUE FOR ANOTHER 
BARN TRY, THEN B’WAY 


“Comin’ Thro’ the Rye,” play 











eg Naess ge 8 by Jerome Robbins| With music by the late Warren P. 


Munsell, Jr., based on the life of 
Robert Burns, is tentatively slated 
for Broadway production next fail 
by the author’s father. It’s budg- 
eted at $125,000 and Margaret 





study of two young dancers, a boy 


introduced last week by Rep. Jacob | and girl, discovering love and each | 


K. Javits (R., N.Y.). Agency would 
be authorized to establish a na-| sion before a mirror, 
tional theatre and encourage the | if 
performing arts, live’ theatre, 
music an: ballet. 

“The U. S., as the world center 
of the motion picture industry and 
world icader in television,” ex- 
plained Javits, “should find it prof- 
itabie through the living theatre, 
to truly present the broad scope 
of our culture as provided in this 
bill. Great areas of our country 
are denied the benefit and pleas- 
ure of first-rate theatre and music 
because it is no longer economical- 
ly feasible, on a straight profit 
basis, to bring them these arts and 
the leading artists. 

“Provision in my bill has been 
made that the Federal government, 
without domination or control, 
shall assist non-profit organiza- 
tions, county and municipal bodies, 
where requested, in the cultivation 
of these living arts for all our 
people.” 


Molly Picon’s Barn Bow 
In Jersey With ‘Momma’ 


Molly Picon will make her straw- 
hat debut in a pre-Broadway try- 
out of George Baxt’s “Make Mom- 

Happy” at the Lakeside Thea- 

, Landing, New Jersey, week of 
ug. 3. Play will be directed by 
ay Julien. Theatre, which will be 
ted this season by Kenton 


any formal dancing, but the 


work has style, mood and lyric! 


Moncion are ideal as the duo. 


Bolender, which preemed Jast week 
(19), is a somewhat pretentious, 
slow dance yarn about a stable- 
boy’s dream, with some nice mo- 
ments, however. Thoroughbred bal- 
lerina Maria Tallchief—-a real Na- 
tive Dancer (her father’s an Osage 
chief)—is radiant as the Filly, and 
Diana Adams is appealing as usual 
as the Mare. Roy Tobias makes a 
forceful role out of the non-danc- 
ing stableboy. 

City Center, parent outfit of the 
NYCB, last weekend announced 
that its $200,000 public fund drive 
was lagging, with only 56G collect- 
ed. Company needs 100G to take 
care of current obligations, and an- 
other 100G for future develop- 
ments. Board chairman Newbold 
Morris advised that instead of get- 
ting aid from the city (company 
isn’t a municipal one, despite its 
title), it’s paid out $130,000 to the 
City of N. Y. in rentals, while last 
summer it went into the red for 
40G to send the ballet troupe to 
Europe. Morris added that the 
Center faced a financial crisis that 
might result in its closing. Bron, 











Marian Anderson, currently on a 
concert tour of Japan, has been 
awarded the Yukosho Medal by 
the ‘ Emperor Hirohito for outstanding 
, cultural contributions, 





other during an idle ven mg Ses- | 
here’s little} this summer. 


beauty, for a highly worthwhile | ; ; 
addition to the NYCB repertoire, | @28s-. in 1948, and was tried out 


Tanaquil LeClerq and Francisco | 


“The Filly,” with music by John | 
Colman and choreography by Todd | 


whom he gave 


Webster is set to direct, with 
David Brooks as male lead. 

Play will have a strawhat tryout 
It was originally 


| tested by William Miles at his Berk- 


shire Playhouses, Stockbridge, 
last summer at the Olney (Md.) 
Playhouse, with Brooks in the 
leading role. 


‘Intruder’ Scribe Sues 
Dowling on Royalties 


Playwright Edwin Bronner has 
charged Eddie Dowling with fail- 
ure te pay him royalties on his 
play “The Intruder,” which Dowl- 
ing produced and directed last De- 
cember. A Municipal Court, NY. 
summons, issued on behalf of 
Bronner, was served on Dowling 





Dowling and Margaret O’Brien, 
closed out of town after a brief 
run. Bronner claims “The In- 
truder” racked up a gross of ap- 
| proximately $50,000 during its 
short stand. He also stated that 
he never received any royalty pay- 
ments on that sum and that no 
boxoffice statements were ever 
sent to his agent, the William Mor- 
ris office. 

The playwright figures that 
about $2,000 is owed him. How- 
ever, Bronner did receive-an ad- 
vance payment of $1,000. 





Allan Green, assistant stage man- 
ager of the St. Louis Municipal 
Theatre Assn., which tees off its 
36th season at the Forest Park 
Playhouse June 4, was beaten and 
robbed last week by two men to 
a ride in-his auto- 





mobile... . . re 


last weekend. Play, which starred | 




















“Town” stems. 

Outstanding dramatic success of 
the season has been the Pulitzer 
and Critics Circle prizewinner, 
“Picnic,” whose- author, William 
Inge, has previously heen repre- 
sented only. by “Come Back, Little 
Sheba.” Foremost melodrama hit 
was “Dial M for Murder,” the first 
produced play by London author 
Frederick Knott. 

“Time of* the Cuckoo,” one of 
the season’s substantial hits, was 
authored by Arthur Laurents, and 
is his first b.o. success. “Time Out 
for Ginger,” a moderate click that 
has spanned the season, was au- 
thored by another non-name, Ron- 
ald Alexander. Ditto the popular 
and profitable comedy, “Fifth Sea- 
son,” by Sylvia Regan. 

Another major personal success 
wasescored by Robert Breen, also a 
newcomer to Broadway staging 
ranks, with his dynamic direction 
of the revival of “Porgy and Bess,” 
which he co-produced with Blevins 
Davis. Likewise a spectacular in- 
dividual click was achieved by 
Michael Kidd with the choreog- 
raphy of “Can-Can,” which drew 
even more enthusiastic acclaim 
than his initial effort for “Guys 
and Dolls.” 


Top Performances 

Among the _ performers who 
chalked up initial clicks (or sub- 
stantially topped previous efforts) 
there were not only Ewell and Miss 
Russell, but Geraldine Page (‘‘Mid- 
Summer”), Helen Gallagher (‘“Ha- 
zel Flagg’), Jack Whiting (a vet 
who won star billing and critical 
citation in the same show), Mena- 
sha Skulnik (a triumphant draftee 
from the Yiddish stage to “Fifth 
Season’’), and Shirley Booth (who 
demonstrated in “Time of the 
Cuckoo” that her stardom now in- 
cludes b.o. draw). 

Others whose new impacts ani- 
mated the season included Gwen 
Verdon ‘“Can-Can”), Nora Kaye 
(“Two’s Company”), Rosemary Har- 


ris (whose hit in the unsuccessful 


“Climate of Eden” is figured to 
have been a factor in her getting 
the femme lead in the London com- 
pany of “Seven Year Itch,” in 
which she drew critical attention 
last week), John Kerr (‘“Bernar- 
dine”), Kim Stanley and Ralph 
Meeker (“Picnic”) and Jenny Egan 
(“Crucible”). 
Some Vets Too 

Not all the season's triumphs 
were scored by newcomers. Joshua 
Logan, as director, co-author and 
co-producer of “Wish You Were 
Here,” thereby automatically ranks 
as a hero of the season, which he 
subsequently parlayed as the stager 
and co-producer of “Picnic.” No 
other individual success of the 
1952-53 semester compares with 
that. However, Jo Mielziner, as de- 
signer of “Wish,” “Picnic,” “Can- 
Can” and “Me and Juliet” was also 
a multiple scorer. 

Harold Clurman came through 
as director of “Time of the 
Cuckoo,” but then skidded as stag- 
er of “Emperor’s Clothes.” Maurice 
Evans scored as star and the man- 
agerial sparkplug of the Broadway 
edition of “Dial M for Murder.” 
Director-producer Shepard Traube 
and star Melvyn Douglas proved a 
winning combo with “Time Out for 
Ginger.” Producer Paul Gregory 
and adaptor - director Charles 
Laughton also teamed to ring the 
bell with “John Brown's Body.” 

Producer George Kondolf, absent 
from the Broadway skirmishing for 
some years, made a comeback to 
legit with the presentation of 
“Fifth Season,” while adaptors Sam 
and Bella Spewack and stager Jose 
Ferrer have apparently chalked up 
a ringer with “My 3 Angels.” 

Among the performers, Beatrice 


“Evening 
with Beatrice Lillie,” while Rex 
Harrison and Lilli Palmer (“Love 
of Four Colonels”), Margaret. Sul- 
lavan (“Deep Blue Sea’’), Katharine 
Hepburn (“Millionairess”) and Vic- 
tor Moore (“On Borrowed Time”) 
won honors of one sort or another. 


Missouts 


Among the established names 
that registered misses during the 
season were Mary Chase (‘‘Ber- 
nardine”), Moss Hart (“Climate 
of Eden”), Tennessee Williams 
(“Camino Real’), Terence Rattigan 
(“Deep Blue Sea” was generally 
panned as a play), Arthur Miller 
(“Crucible” got some favorable re- 
views, but has done only moderate 
business), Elia Kazan (his staging 
of “Camino” was praised, but the 
show flopped at the b.o.); Vina Del- 
mar (“Mid-Summer” was rapped) 
and Cole Porter (the score of “Can- 
Can” drew decidedly mixed notices) 
and John van Druten (“I've Got 
Sixpence’”’). 

Other notable authors and song- 
writers who were inactive included 
Irving Berlin, Frank Loesser, Ar- 
thur Schwartz, Alan Jay Lerner and 
Frederick Loewe, Lillian Hellman 
(a revival of her “Children’s Hour” 
has done disappointing business), 
Paul Osborn (a revival of “On 
Borrowed Time” drew critical raves 
but did nothing at the b.o.), Elmer 
Rice, Robert E. Sherwood, Maxwell 
Anderson, George S. Kaufman, S. 
N. Behrman, Garson Kanin, Sidney 
Kingsley and Clifford Odets. 

Into which category Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
will belong, for the 1952-53 season, 
will be determined tomorrow night 
(Thurs.), when their “Me and 
Juliet” opens. 


Sloane N.Y.-L.A. and Back 
For ‘Banana,’ ‘Carnival’ 


Mike Sloane, co-producer with 
his wife, Paula Stone, of “Top 
Banana” and the upcoming “Carni- 
val in. Flanders,” planed to the 
Coast last night (Tues.) for the 
opening of the former musical next 
Monday night (1) at the Biltmore, 
Los Angeles. He’s taking their two 
children, who will remain at their 
home with their grandparents, the 
Fred Stones. Mrs. Sloane remains 
in New York. 

On his return east next week, 
Sloane will be on hand for final 
rehearsals and the tryout of “Car- 
nival” in Philly, June 8-July 1. 
Then he and Miss Stone will ac- 
company the show to the Coast 
for its Civic Light Opera engage- 
ments this summer im Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 

The musical is due late in Sep- 
tember at the Century, N. Y. 


Legit Going to Bat 
As Heart Fund Aid 


Initial steps towards utilizing the 
theatre as a fund raiser for the 
American Heart Assn. were begun 
recently with the inauguration of 
the Heart Circuit of the American 
Theatre. Its aim, endorsed by the 
American National Theatre & 
Academy and the American Educa- 
tional Theatre Assn., is to spur pro- 
fessional, community and educa- 
tional theatre groups throughout 
the country to pitch in with special 
benefit performances for the Heart 
Fund. 

National committee members in- 
clude, among others, Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d, Jose Ferrer, Margaret 
Webster, Arthur Miller, S. M. Char- 
tock and Elliot Norton, Bosten Post 
legit editor. Dr. C. Robert Kase, 
director of theatre at the U. of Del- 











aware, is chairman, 
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BRIGHTER ’52-5 








Broadway Productions 


1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 
Number of Shows .......... 59 83 73 54 
Straight Plays ....ssesce0.+. 28 42 60 42 
WOO kth kawie ce Séovvess > SB 36 45 31 
ROGIWEM ie seretaces sece * © 6 15 9 
Adaptations ........00- . 6 7 5 
Importations ........ we 8 12 10 8 
Foreign Language ..... ‘ 0 0 1 2 
Return SHOWS .....e002 2 2 2 0 
Musicals 22. ccsccssses ‘ehee-° ae 13 13 12 
N.S bees timase eet » 12 9 10 
Revivals .....«. tiandhcd: oS 1 4 2 
Adaptations. ......++.. . 5 6 3 6 
Importations ........0+. 1 1 0 0 
Return Shows .......... 0 0 1 0 

















Equity Theatre Pro ject on Coast 
Has Noble Aim But Start Is Weak 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Legit activity on the Coast has 
been declining steadily in recent 
vears, so Actors Equity has come 
up with a new theatre project de- 
signed to help recreate interest in 
the theatre, and provide some work 
for its members. Situation has 
been aggravated in recent months 
by the fact that they haven't even 
been uble to pick up film chores 
because the major studios are cur- 
rently in the 3-Doldrums. 

On paper, the theatre project 
has considerable merit—but the 
Coast branch of the actors’ union 
had better give the scheme better 
implementation if it is to succeed. 
Basically, the plan—financed by a 
grant of $3,000 from Equity Coun- 
cil—ealls for the production of 
four plays, each to be shown to in- 
vitational audiences representing 
various fraternal and charitable or- 
ganizations in the Southland. 
Equity hope is that these reps will 
consider booking the plays on 4 
limited stand basis, paying a flat 
price for each production and 
using the presentation as a fund- 
raising medium for the various or- 
ganizational coffers. 

Limited Appeal 

The initial offering, Sidney How- 
ard’s “Ned McCobb’s Daughter,” 
however, doesn’t seem to have the 
necessary appeal to achieve the de- 
sired result. Production is skill- 
fully and professionally handled, 
but the play was no great shakes 
when it bowed on Broadway in 
1926 and it hasn't improved any 
with age. Moreover, the passage 

(Continued on page 74) 


Lambs’ Sellout Spring 
Cambol as Hershfield, 
Waring, Lytell Preside 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


Spring Gambo! of the Lambs was 
held in the Fold (clubhouse) Satur- 
day night (23), one of the very few 
times in the history of the Lambs 
that a Gambol was ever held on a 
Saturday night. Fred Waring was 
the Collie. It was a sellout. 

At the dinner (before the enter- 
tainment), the dais held General 
James E. Doolittle, William Gax- 
ton (the Shepherd), Rube Goldberg, 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Harry 
Hershfield, Herman Hickman, 
Mayor Vincent E. Impellitteri, 
Father James Keller, John Kieran, 
Jack Lavalle, Bert Lytell, Adolphe 
Menjou, Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, 
Winthrop Rockefeller, James Sau- 
ter, and Waring. 

Toastmaster job was split among 
Waring, Lytell and Hershfield. 
Everybody spoke. The_ speeches 
were one of the highlights of the 
evening, and got more belly laughs 
than even the show. Every speech 
was above par, All paid tribute to 
Gaxton, who has been ill, and 
wished him a speedy recovery. He 
made a short speech of acknowl- 
edgement. Sauter and Emil Fried- 
lander presented a plaque to the 
Lambs, via Gaxton, from the USO, 
for the great work the Lambs unit 
of “Room Service” did in Korea. 
Louis Lurie donated $1,000 to any 
Charity Gaxton would name; of 
course it went to the Lambs Relief 
Foundation. 

It was after 1 a.m, when the 

(Continued on page 75) 
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Experience 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Explosions, fires and other 
perils don’t mean a thing to 
Lizabeth Scott, currently in 
“Scalpel” at Columbia. 

When told not to be afraid 
during the mine disaster se- 
quences, the gal said: “Who, 
me? I toured for a season 
with Olsen and Johnson in 
‘Helizapoppin,’ so nothing 
scares me.” 


160%, ‘Camera’ Gain 
0656 Bankroll 


“I Am a Camera,” John van 
|Druten comedy-drama which re- 
|cently closed a season’s tour, has 
| just paid another $20,000 dividend, 
| bringing its total distributed profit 
to $103,337 to date. An additional 
$1,684 remains to eover contingen- 
cy expenses and for distribution, so 
the ultimate payoff should reach 
about $104,000 on the $65,000 in- 
vestment, or a profit of 160% for 
the backers. 

The Gertrude Macy- Walter 
Starcke production cost $36,323, 
plus $3,616 tryout loss. It opened 
Nov. 28, 1951, at the Empire, N. Y., 
and had a 261-performance run 
there. After laying off last summer 
it went on a nationwide tour with 
Julie Harris in the femme lead 
which won her stardom. 

As adaptor of the play, van 
Druten shared the author royalties 
on a 60-40 basis with Christopher 
Isherwood, on whose “Berlin 
Stories” it was based. The author 
royalty was the standard minimum 
5-712-10% of the gross until the 
production cost was recouped, af- 
ter which it went to straight 10%. 
As director, van Druten got 11% of 
the gross until the show was in the 
black, then 4%. He also got 10% 
of the profits. 














STAR IN ‘SABRINA FAIR’ 


Barbara Bel Geddes will star in 
“Sabrina Fair,” Samuel Taylor 
comedy to be produced in the fall 
by John Fearnley. Actress has 
been set to play her original role 
in the forthcoming London pro- 
duction of “Moon is Blue,” but 
bowed out and Diana Lynn is tak- 
ing over the assignment. 

Film version of “Sabrina,” to be 
made this summer by Paramount, 
will star Audrey Hepburn, with 
Billy Wilder directing. Release 
will follow the yun of the legit pro- 
duction. 


Danbury Prefers Races 


Danbury, Conn., May 26. 

John W. Leahy, owner of Dan- 
bury Fair, has decided against a 
repeat of last summer’s tent op- 
erettas on his grounds this season. 

After Melody Fair moved from 
the site, Leahy tried his own spon- 
sorship of musical revivals. Now 
he figures venture isn’t worth the 
percentage, and will book in stock 
car races at Fair Grounds this 
summer. 








_ 


RETTER SHOWS, 
ALL CATEGORIES 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Number of stimulating shows 
and a succession of lively develop- 
ments marked the Broadway sea- 
son of 1952-53. Particularly the im- 
proved quality of plays was in 
marked contrast to the generally 
drab preceding season. As has 
been increasingly the case in re- 
cent years, economics became a 
progressively vital factor in legit. 

Although there was no dramatic 
masterpiece to equal “Death of a 
Salesman” and no new musical. to 
compare with the fabulous “South 





BARBARA BEL GEDDES T0_ 


| Pacific,” the season breught notable 
| offerings in virtually all categories. 


| There were few, if any, major de-|. 


| velopments, but the Broaway scene 
had the normal succession of crises 
and controversies. 

On a quality basis, the outstand- 
| ing shows were “Picnic,” by Wil- 
jliam Inge; “Seven Year Itch,” by 
George Axelrod; “Dial M for Mur- 
der,” by Frederick Knott; “John 
Brown's Body,” Charles Laughton’s 
adaptation of the Stephen Vincent 
Benet poem, and “Wonderful 
Town,” the musical version of “My 
Sister Eileen,” with book by Joseph 
Fields and Jerome Chodorov, score 
by Leonard Bernstein and lyrics 
by Betty Comden and Adolph 
Green. A late starter, “Me and 
Juliet,” by Rodgers and Hammer- 
| Stein, opens tomorrow (Thurs.) and 
is necessarily omitted from con- 
sideration here. 
| A popular and commercial suc- 
| cess, despite lack of critics’ en- 
| thusiasm, was scored by Sylvia Re- 
| gan’s “Fifth Season.” Perhaps the 
| most spectacular reversal of the re- 





| 


viewers in many years was regis- | 


jtered by “Wish You Were Here,” 
| which built to a major smash after 
| almost unanimous pans and despite 
| the absence of stars. 
smash, but with the endorsement 


(Continued on page 74) 


‘April Fades To 
$56,360 Loss 


“Date With April,” recent Broad- 
way production by Kenneth Bang- 
hart and Diana Green of the 
George Batson comedy starring 
Constance Bennett, involved a loss 
of $56,360. The show was capital- 
ized at $40,000, plus $2,400 over- 
call, but Banghart put up an 
additional $10,700 and the co-pro- 
ducers are liable for the $3,260 
deficit. 

Play involved $24,006 produc- 
tion cost, added $16,520 loss on its 
six-week tryout tour, plus $2,515 
expenses for laying off and pre- 
opening before its premiere April 
15 at the Royale, N. Y. It lost $10,- 
170 on the 13-performance Broad- 
way run, including $8,000 theatre 
guarantee for two weeks, and 
there was $2,531 closing expense, 
plus $619 advance author royalty. 

“April” was originally given a 
stock tryout about a year ago in 
St. Louis and Kansas City, and had 
a strawhat tour last summer, Miss 
Bennett was starred from the 
outset. 


606 ‘Cuckoo’ Profit 
On 756 Investment 


“Time of the Cuckoo,” the Rob- 
ert Whitehead-Walter Fried pro- 
duction closing Saturday night (30) 
at the Empire, N.Y., has earned 
about $60,000 profit on its $75,000 
investment, The Arthur Laurents 
comedy-drama is slated to go on 
tour next fall, with another star 
succeeding Shirley Booth. 


According te an accounting 
through May 2, the show had 
earned $54,246 operating profit, in- 
cluding $5,326 netted on its tryout 
tour. The distributed profit is $30,- 
000 thus far, and there was $12,289 
in bonds and deposits, $10,000 cash 
reserve and $1,957 balance. The 
| production cost $41,973. : 
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Bway Season in New Low for Shows 
But Percentage of Hits Best Ever 
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Lese Majeste 

Lincoln Kirstein, general di- 
rector of the N. Y. City Bal- 
let, has skedded three British- 
tinged ballets for Coronation 
Night next Tuesday (2) at City 
Center, N. Y., including “Illu- 
minations” (music by Benja- 
min Britten, choreography by 
Frederick Ashton and decor by 
Cecil Beaton). 

“Illuminations,” Kirstein 
told a friend last week, didn’t 
go over very well with the 
English when it was performed 
in London for them by the 
NYCB last year. And one 
scene, showing the hero knock- 
ing the crowns off the heads 
of a king and queen, particu- 
larly annoyed the Duchess of 
Kent, who turned her back on 
the ballet. 

“Then why are you sched- 
uling the ballet for Coronation 
Night?” Kirstein was asked. 
“The Duchess won't be here,” 
he replied. 








Another solid | 





Russo, Ellis Dicker 
906 Lloyds Claim 


James Russo and Michael Ellis, 
producers of ‘““Two’s Company,” re- 
cent Broadway flop, are currently 


in the process of settling their $90,- | 


000 claim against Lloyds. Claim 
stems from policy taken out by the 
producers indemnifying them 
against financial loss incurred by 
postponement of the opening of 
“Company,” 
ity of show’s star, Bette Davis, to 
appear. Broadway opening was de- 
layed about“13 days, during which 
time producers figured costs and 
coin lost at the boxoffice came to 
$90,000. 

First call on whatever money 
they receive goes to Warner Bros. 
Film company, which originally 
loaned the duo about $27,000, took 
an assignment of the claim against 
Lloyds to the extent of their in- 
debtedness, which now comes to 
about $15,000. Following Warners 


is the U. S. Treasury Dept., with a 


preferred claim of $35,000. Re- 
maining coin will then go to the 
general creditors, who are owed in 
excess of $125,000. Russo & Ellis 
have offered to pay the general 
creditors 10% of their total indebt- 
edness. The proposal is being con- 
sidered, but acceptance or rejec- 
tion depends on the settlement 
with Lloyds. 


‘BAKER’S WIFE’ LEGITER 
MAPPED FOR BROADWAY 


Stage rights to “The Baker’s 





Wife,” Marcel Pagnol’s yarn which | 


was produced as a click French 
picture in 1940, have been acquired 
by Bruce Becker and Robert Ellis 
Miller. They plan a Broadway pro- 
duction during 1953-54. 

“Wife,” dramatized by Pagnol 
from a Jean Giono novel titled 
“Jean Le Bleu,” was intended as a 
play, but its legit production in 
France was delayed by the click of 
the picture version and then by the 
war. Its eoming Broadway produce 
tion will thus be its first legit 
presentation. 

Becker, for the last three years 
Joshua Logan’s business manager, 
and Miller, a director with CBS 
television, have also acquired the 
world English language film rights 
to “Wife.” 


Clinton’s 10-Wk Season 


Lewis Harmon will be a 10- 
week summer season at Clin- 
ton (Conn.) Playhouse June 29. His 
co-producer fe, Charlotte Har- 
mon, will be resident director and 
ee eee 

gner. 





Productions will include “Mister | the 


Roberts” and a few musicals. Barn 
employs a star system. 


* Broadway 


resulting from inabil- | 


season of 1952-53 
|reached a new low in number of 
| productions, but was one of the 
| best ever in proportion of hits. The 
;season brought a total of 54 entries, 
with an indication that the clicks 
| will come to more than a third of 
| that number. So it tended to be 
| a rough season as regards employ- 
j}ment, but a profitable one finan- 
| cially. 
| In figuring the number of shows, 
isuch special ventures as S. M. 
| Chartok’s Gilbert & Sullivan com 
pany, the Jean-Louis Barrault and 
Madeleine Renaud troupe from 
Paris and the Greek National The- 
atre, starring Katina Paxinou and 
Alexis Minotis, were counted as 
|one each, although they were rep- 
jertory ventures offering several 
| plays each during limited engage- 
| ments. 

Barrault-Renaud and Greek 
troupes, aS well as the N. Y. City 
| Center productions of ‘‘Love’s La» 
bours Lost” and ‘‘Merchant of Ven- 
jice,” and non-profit revival of 
|‘‘Porgy and Bess,” were not in- 
|cluded in figuring the hits and 
|failures, since none of them was 
a commercial undertaking. How- 
ever, the City Center revival of 
Shaw's ‘“‘Misalliance” was moved to 
the Broadway environs for a com- 
mercial run, so it is included. 
| As indicated in the accompany- 
ing tabulation, 12 of the season’s 
| productions have definitely recov- 
ered their cost and thereby rate as 
hits. Eight others are not classi- 
fied, as they have not recouped 
their cost but are still running 
| (It’s a fairly safe guess that at least 
|two of these are almost sure bets 
to pay off, four others are moder- 
ately good prospects and two have 


(Continued on page 74) 
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Guild Will Test Charge 
| Account Plan in Pitt; 
| Cleve. for Next Season 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 

The Theatre Guild-American 
Theatre Society will test a charge 
account plan for the season sub- 
scribers in Pittsburgh and Cleve- 
_ land next season. Idea, suggested 
several months ago by Gabe Rubin, 
of the Nixon here, and Milton 
Krantz, manager of the Hanna in 
Cleveland, has been okayed by 
subscription heads, and if success- 
ful in these two cities will be ex- 
tended the year following to 19 
other subscription series. 

Helen Hayes, following the cur- 
tain of “Mrs. McThing” opening 
Monday night (25), and Warren 
Caro announced the details. Tieup 
is with trip-charge, Inc., of Pitts- 
burgh, which operates a nation- 
wide credit service. They'll under- 
write for every subscription show 
|the full sum pledged by sub- 
| scribers and assumes responsibility 
| for the collection from subscribers, 
who will receive monthly bills for 
tickets already received. 

Plan topples the old theatrical 
tradition of cash at the boxoffice, 
Idea was figured worth a try be- 
cause ATS plans 10 subscription 
plays for next season, and Caro 
pointed out that while Pittsburgh 
had 5,200 subscribers to a four- 
play program two years ago, there 
were far fewer this year for eight 
plays, and gave as the reason in- 
ability of many to shell out the 
heavy advance payment. 


Chi Broker Sues Shuberts 
On Tix ‘Monopoly’ Claim 


Chicago, May 26. 

Ben Mandel, former Loop ticket 
broker, filed suit in Chi Federal 
District Court yesterday (Mon.) for 
$120,000 triple damages against 
Select Lake City Theatre Operating 
Co.; Barnes Ticket Service, Inc., 
and Florence M. Barnes. 

He charges that Select, owned 
J. J. Shubert, put him out of 
ness by allotting tickets only te 
Barnes agency, creating a 
monopoly and violating the anti- 
trust laws. 

















with Pather™ <s 
fer to a similar stmt at the 46th 
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Sireet. 2 
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Mir Baren, general manager 
for Jese Ferrer, will take 2 quick 
tris to Massachusetts over te 


weekend for a bit of Sshing -. 
Mickey Reeaey will star im “Ankies 
Aweigh” next fall, according to 
Fred Fick eho@fe, who will p 
the musica! . . . Oliwia de Haviland 
will ster im “Dazlimg Hour.” Jese 
Ferrcr’s 2daptation of Amma Bo- 
macci’s Parisian hit. to be produced 
by Ferrer and Gilbert Miller 

Jolie Harris will star im “Co 
lombe.” Leuis Kreaberser’s adap 
tation from the Fremch of Jean 
Anouilh. to be produced by Rebert 
L. Josevh and the actress’ busband 
Jay Julien . Betty Lee Holland 
takes over the role of the younger 
sister in “Picnic” mexi wees. suac- 
ceeding Kim Stanley (firs. Curt 
Cenway), who is withdrawing be- 
cause of approaching motherhood 
mi Lessard Saag. former liegt 
company and house manager, has 
resigned his promotion joo wrt 
Pepsi-Cola . . Pressagemt Amne 
Well sailing today ‘Wed.) om the 
Vuleania for a two-mocth visit to 
Portugal. Spaim and France. 

Michael Abbett plans to debut as 
a producer with the Broadway pres- 
entation next fall of “Late Love.” a 
comedy by Resemary Casey, to be 
staged by John C. Wilsen . . . Ed- 
win Lester is anglimg for a2 New 
York theatre for a fall booking for 
“Kismet.” the musical he's produc- 
ing for Civie Light Opera present2- 


fion in San Frameisco and Leas 


Olga Lee. of the Lee-Draper- 
Harris talent agency, has gone to 
the Coast for a month te work with 
Pat Harris in its recently opened 
office there _.. Mary Deli Roberts. 
i me lead the last two seasoms 
with Theatre S3. quit last week | 
after a salary tiff with producer 
Marge Jenes. Her husband. busi-| 
mess manager Rey Semiye. also 
associate to pressagent Phil Bleom. - 
will be im charge of the office while | 
the latter takes a vacation to) 
Dallas and the Coast. 


' 


: 


| 


if 


‘Conn! Playhouse. 
ber husband operate. 
Bet L. Reberts. in 
with Arthur William 
a Broadway 
of “Black Candle. 
Freeman. The project is budgeted 
at $70,000 . . . Leo Brode, the sign | 
Ee Oe legit, | 


recent retirement of Arther Resen- 


feild. the vet display frame man, 
is mot to be confused with its con- 
tinuing in business .. . Stage Man- 
agers Club will toss a cocktail party 
for members. friends and associates 
tomorrow ({Thurs.) at the American 
Academy of Dramatic Art:, N. Y. 
Maynard Morris, of Music Corp. 
of America’s legit department. 
planed last week for three weeks 
in London, Vienna and Salzburg. 


..- N. Richard Nash’s “Second Best 


Bed.” which will have its European 
produc 


presented on Broadway in 1946 . .. 
Company manager Irving Becker 
is a patient in University Hospital. 
N. ¥.. comvalescing from a recent 
operation. 

Two more Metro contractees. 
_ James and Carleton 

Carpenter, checked off the Holly- 


| profit when 











Season Low 


Ceatinaed from page t 


oniy dum chamees 
23 are already im the flop category 


Of the non-commercial offerings. 





The remaining 


‘Porgy amd Bess.” the Barrauit- 
Renard troupe and the 


bours Lest™ 
garded and got sizable patronage. 
but the same outfit’s “Merchant of 
Venice” wes generally pammed and 
drew disappointingly. 

Of the 1961-52 shows that were 
not ciearly indicated hits or fail- 
ures this time a year ago. two uiti- 
mately became successes. while the 
other five foiled to earn back their 
nut. The two clicks were “Male 
Animal” and “New Faces” ({al- 
though the latter subsequently ran 
into 2 few losing weeks and ended 
its Broadway run slightly in the 
red’. The others were “Gigi.” the 
revivai of “Of Thee I Sing.” “Paint 
Your Wagon.” “Sunday Breakfast” 
and “Three Wishes for Jamie.” 

Frem Black te Red 

“Top Bamana.” previously rated 
one of last season’s hits. actually 
didm't quite get imto the biack. so 
it must be reclassified as a failure. 
As of May 31, 1952. the musical 
had recouped all but $851 of its 
outlay. but it then started downhill 
amd mever again approached pay- 
off status. 

Emiyn Williams. appearing in 
his programs ef Dickens readings. 
played to modest business this sea- 
son, but had earned back the in- 
vestment before coming to town, 
so is rated a hit. “John Brown's 
Body” was also in the black before 
reaching Broadway. but it did good 
business here and added more 
profit. 

“Millionairess.” the Katharine 
Hepburn-starring production of an 
old Shaw comedy. was a money- 
maker on its London run before 
reaching New York. where it 
played to a limited engagement. 
“Evening With Beatrice Lillie” 
also represented a profit from its 
strawhat tour before making a b.o. 
click on Broadway. 


Mere Hits 
“Love of Four Colonels” got into 
black during its Broadway run. 


red again when it ex- 
However, it rates as a 
Blue Sea” had a small! 
it closed on Broadway. 
although that may have been just 
about wiped out on its unsuccessful 
It also goes into the click 
column. “Time Out for Ginger” 
has just gotten into the black. and 
is continuing. 

Of the other hits. “Wish You 
Were Here” already represents a 
| Sizable net and is piling up further 
profits. and “Dial M for Murder.” 


“Deep 


“Seven Year Itch” and “Fifth Sea- 


'son™ are alveady substantial money- 
makers and due for plenty addi- 
tional net. And in.the not-yet- 
|definite category, “Wonderful 
| Town” may prove a 
It’s too early to tell about “Can- 


| Juliet,” the new’ Rodgers-Hammer- 
, Stein musical opening tomorrow 
i night (Thurs.). 
| Sharp drop in the number of 
productions. despite the increase in 
| hits, is figured due primarily to two 
fore sey factors. One is the 
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had several losing weeks and | 
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VIOLET CARLSON 
Now Appearing - 
RKO Palace. N. Y. C. 
Openimg “Student Prince.” 
Kansas City. Jume 72 Direction 


Jack Kalecheim, 164 W. 46 St. N. ¥ 


Heary Weise, 1674 Broadway, N. Y-. 











Hyman Zahl London 


Brighter B’way 
of the aisle-sitters. was racked up 


Continued frem page T3 
by “Evening with Beatrice Lillie, 
a product of last summer's straw- 
hat circuit. 
Rez Tep Draw 

“Time of the Cuckoo™ was a sub 
stantial success, with the perform- 
ance and b.o. draw of Shirley Booth 


2 factor. while Shaw’s “Millionair- | 


ess” was carried to a profit by 
Katharine Hepburn. despite mixed 
personal notices. and Terence Rat- 
tigan’s “Deep Blue Sea™ also paid 
off on the b.o. strength of its 
fermme star. in that case Margaret 
Sallavan. However, Rosalind Rus- 
sell was the foremost femme draw 
as star of the mopup “Wonderful 
Town.” 


In contrast to the previous sea- 
son, when the accent was on musi- 
cals, there were relatively few tune 
shows during 1952-53. Besides 
“Wonderful Town.” there was mod- 
erate enthusiasm for “Hazel Flags.” 
general disapproval of “Wish You 
Were Here.” mixed reaction to 
“Can-Can.” mostly pans for “Two's 
Company.” “My Darlin” Aida” and 
“Maggie.” and a critical beating for 
the hapless “Buttrio Square.” 

Revivals had relatively rough go 
ing this season. “Porgy and Bess” 
got a smash press and has done 
hefty business, but such straight 
play reincarnations as “Sacred 
Flame.” S. M. Chartock’s Iatest 
Gilbert & Sullivan venture. “Chil- 
dren’s Hour,” “The Bat.” “Room 
| Service,” ‘On Borrowed Time” and 
|“Misalliance” had boxoffices re- 

varying from mild to bru- 
tal. despite critical raves 
some instances. 

It was a good season for impor- 
tations, the leading items being 
“Dial M for Murder.” “Millionair- 
ess,” “Love of Four Colonels” and 
\“Deep Blue Sea” (all from Lon- 
don), and “My 3 Angels” (Paris). 
On the other hand. “Seagulls Over 
Sorrento” (London? and “Mr. Pick- 
wick” (Americzn-authored, Lon- 
don-produced! were casualties: 
“Colonels” won the Critics Circle 
nomination as best foreign play of 
the season. 

Co-Production Setups 

The emphasis on economics was 
evidenced principally, perhaps. by 
the spread of co-production setups 
in the presentation of new shows. 
With available financing growing 
steadily more scarce. only the most 
strongly entrenched managements 
with the records of recent successes 
were generally able to raise neces- 
sary production coin. As a result. 
most managements had to bring in 
outside individuals with access to 
mew bankrolls. There was prob- 
ably a higher ratio of co-producer 
setups than ever before. 

For once, there were no ticket 
scandals on Broadway, but a flurry 


ing occurred in trade circles when it 


became known a couple of months 
ago that the League of N.Y. Thea- 
|tres had quietly hired a private 
investigative agency to dig for 
evidence against brokers and hox- 
office employees. What especially 


. Steamed the brokers about the sit- 


5 wation was that the probe was 
' financed with funds collected by 





in | 
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(Musical Drama), O (Opera). 


( 
“Deep Blue Sea™ (D». 
“Dial M fee Murder™ (D). 
Dockers ; miyn Williams) «D>. 
: Lillie™ (i. 





Do 
' STATUS NOT 


1952-53 Broadway Season 


Key te parenthetical designations: C (Comedy). D (Dram2). 
CD (Comedy-Drama}, R (Revue}, MC (Musical Comedy), MD 
OP (Operetta). 
Hits 


12) 
“Lave of Four Saente’ «cr 
“Millionairess™ * 


YET DEFINITE 


(3) 
| “CanCan” 40) “Misaliiance” € 
“CructhieD “My 3 Angeis™ (C) 
“Harel Flags” “OC “Picnik’” (D 


“Me and Juliet™ (4C “Wondertul Town™ (40). 
FAILURES 
(29) 
“Bat™ © “T've Got Sixpence™ (©) 
Be Your Age” «€ “Maggie™ O46C 


“Bernardme™ ‘C 


“Butizrie Squase™ OFC). 
“Camine Real” (D 
“Children’s Hour™ (D» 


“Men ef Distinction” 
“Mid-Sammer™ (D* 
“Mr. Pickwick” «CDi 


«>. 


“Climate of Eden” (CD*. - Tt " <Da 
“Date with April” «> Pink Elephant’ «< 
“Emperor's Clothes” (D». “Room rvice™ <>. 
“Gambier™ (Di “Sacred me” (Ie 
Gilbert & Sullivan (Charteck (OP) Seagulls Over Sorrento” Le 
“Crey-Eyed Peopie™ «CD» “See the Jaguar™ ©). 
“Horses in ee ae Oo ‘De - 
~~ 2 Language™ «€). ‘wo's Company” ‘®) 
ay “Whistler's Grandmother” (C). 
ADDITIONAL 
~~) 

Barrault-Renaud Co. ‘Rep “Leve’s Labour's Lest™ cr. 
Greek National Theatre (Rep). “Merchant of Venice” (. 

“Pergy and Bess” © 

CLO_ZD OUT OF TOWN 
(16) 
“Arenymeous Lever™ €* “Joesephine™ (C) 
~Certain Joy" D Ph eg = = 
= s ¥ its” “Rise by Sim™ (Dy 
“Fin Leet et _— “Strike a Match™ >. 
“Intrueder™ (D ¥ Suspects” Dm 7 
HOLDOVERS FROM 1952-53 SEASON, SINCE CLARIFIED 


Hits 


(2) 


Male Animal” (C) 


“New Faces” 


Failures 
(6) 


“Cigi™ «CC 
“Of Thee I Sing” OfC 
“Paint Your Wagon™ (MC: 


“Sunday Breakfast™ 
“Three Wishes for Jamie™ (fC) 
“Top Banana™ OFC) 








the reviewers off the first-night list 
in Chicago in an effort to have road 
shows covered on second nights. 
But that has resulted thus far in 
merely requiring the show manage- 
ments to buy the critics’ seats for 
local premieres. In Hartford, the 
management of the Parsons Thea- 
tre has barred a local critic be 
cause of his “savage” notices. but 
the paper involved is now borcot- 
ting openings at the house, and the 
situation will presumably have to 
work itself out. 

There were censorship incidents 
involving “Tobacco Road” in 
Providence, Vancouver and other 
towns, and a banning of Erskine 
Caldwell’s “God's Little Acre” in 
Memphis required the local stock 
management to take the show 
across the state line. Authorities in 
Boston and Chicago indicated that 
their original taboo of “Children’s 
Hour” still applies. ° 

Blacklisting of individuals 
cause of alleged political affilia- 
tion or sympathy was the subject 


of growing discussion during the 
season, but has not yet involved | 


any overt situation. Several in- 
sistamces of reported 


while, Actors Equity and the 
, League of N.Y. _Theatres- have 
joined in condemning blacklisting 
|on principle and the union has a 
| committee actively working on the 
| subject. 

Booking Problem 


| There were. as always. periodic 


reports of “booking jams” due to 


an alleged “theatre shortage.” In 
at least two instances some shows 
were actually forced to stay out of 
town because no suitable hauses 
were available. and im another case 
a Management delayed the start of 
rehearsals until a theatre contract 
was signed. But for most of the 
season there were considerably 
more available theatres than there 
| were plays, so some of the less de- 
|Sirable houses remained dark for 
| extended periods. 

Early curtain Monday nights, a 
nostrum advocated increasingly in 
recent years. received a partial test | 
on Broadway during the season. 
but was finally dropped by every 
_ Management. On the strength of its | 
success nightly in London, the de- 
_ Vice was figured to be an attend- 
ance-stimulant for New York. par-| 
ticularly with suburban patrons. | 
However. its trial as a Monday | 
night feature was mever extended | 
to all shows and was given only a! 
limited time to prove itself. Aiso. 
there was some feeling that Mon-| 
day Was not the ideal night for the 
early ring-up. In any case, several 


/Managements went back to the 


regular schedule as soon as at-' 
tendance took the pre-Christmas | 


ea 


| William 
‘Root (Arlington). 


nights for straight plays. In the 
case of tune shows, the click of 
“Wish You Were Here” despite 
poor reviews and the absence of 
stars appeared to support the 
theory that the public is not pri- 
marily concerned about price—if 
it wants to see the show at all 
More or less similar idea is figured 
applying to the $6 weekend for 
plays. 

Simultaneously with move 
ward higher scale. there was a 
comeback splurge im the use of 
two-for-ones. Such longrur hits as 
“Moon Is Blue” and “Fourposter™ 
got a substantial hypo from the 
cutrate gimmick. while “Children's 
Hour” and more recently “Cru- 
cible” and even Shaw's “Misalli- 
ance” have benefitted from the 
bargain come-on. 


Ceatineed from page 13 = 
of the years has given a touch of 
unreality to the yarn about the 
Yankee housewife who struggles 
| against a wealthy husband and a 


to- 











attempts in rum-ru brother-in-law. 
that direction were avoided. Mean-/ em 


Something more in the comedic 
‘line, or perhaps a chiller. might 
have set a better pace for the proj- 
ect and probably elicited greater 
| response from the local citizens 
who rep the various organizations 


‘that might be imterested. As it 


stands. this “Daughter” is a trifle 
too talky and a trifie too slow to 
intrigue many people. ‘Too. the 
direction by Thomas Browne Henry 
is frequently on the tableaux side. 

Cast. however, is firstrate. and if 
one of the purposes of the project 
is to prove that there are many 
competent actors in these parts, 
the project has succeeded admir- 
ably. Julie Mitchum is fine as the 
femme lead and there are good 
performances from Norman Budd, 
Erie Hodgins. Clarence Straight, 
E. Green and Elizabeth 


When originally presented on 
Broadway, incidentally. it starred 
Claire Eames (Mrs. Howard), Al- 
fred Lunt, Edward G. Robinson 
and Margailo Gillmore. Kap. 


K.C. Starlight Theatre 
Adds Backstage Shop 


Kansas City, May 26. 
Starlight Theatre backstage im- 
provements for the new season 
were completed last week with 
finishing of the scenic painting and 
property storage building. Con- 
struction gives the Starlight a com- 


enabled to 





with technical crews 





Slump, and the others. soon fol-| turn out sets without loss of time 
jthe League from the agencies! lowed. The whole idea is now ap- due to inclement weather. It's be- 


' themselves. | parently cold. i i. 
The season was notable for the | lieved to be the first outdoor 


Exeter Productions, Inc.. has 
,| been chartered to conduct a theat- 
rical business in New York. Di- 





The tendency to boost admission | atre have its entire backstese 
=i aah | xectors are Albert La Silva, Lee) sztnc® jot .any_,"iolent_outburst| prices continued during the season. | facilities under cover. 
a oselle via cs, at least in New | eneral, thi is 
Erie Theatre, this week (25-27). | Howard E. Reinheimer was filing | York. However, the Shuberts (or.| $72 ty fae tah of a} Startight epene Se 3 ao 


| $7.20 top nightly for musicals and 


After a one-week postponement, attorney. more exactly, J. J. Shubert) took'a $6 top Friday and Saturday 


season June 22 in Swope 


_ door 
| Park with ‘Student Prince. 
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Conventioneers Help 3 Chi Shows: 
Joey 2 926,500 For 6, Faces $277,000 


Conventioneers ma oe gg a 
pusimess generally. spreading it. 

around pene three attractions. What | 
isn't going into the musicals is 
ing into the rowdy “Maid of the 
Ozarks.” 


“Pal J which bears a $5 top. 
As in > ae ease of “New Faces.” 
erities went overboard again with 


“Pal Joey,” without many reserva- | 


tions. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Maid of the Ozarks, Selwyn (3d 
wk) ($420: 1,000). Two-for-one 
trade still brisk with $12,000. 
New Faces of 1952, Great North- 
— (3d wk) ($6.18: 1500). Conve» 
tion trade helped here with bright 
$27 .000. 
Pal Jeey. Shubert ($5: 
‘Harold Lang). 
ances brought a hefty $26,800; drew 
unanimously enthusiastic notices 
(Claudia Cassidy, Tribune: Roger 
Dettmer, American Sydney J. Har- 
ris. News; Herman Kogan, Sun- 
Times 


‘Juliet’ $46,712, 
‘Pacific 4G, Hub 


Boston. May 26. 

“Rodgers & Hammerstein 
Week.” so proclaimed by Governor 
Herter and Hub’s Mayor Hynes. 
was 2 terrific success, with the coi- 
laborating duo's two entries, “Me 
and Juliet” in windup at the Shu- 
bert and “Seuth Pacific” in return 
engagement at the Opera House. 
each pulling smash biz. Latter. in 
for five weeks, comstitutes the lone 
Huls legit fare until strawhatters 
reopen in late June. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Me and Juliet. Shubert (3d wk) 
(‘$6- 1.700). New house record 
agzuim. $46,712. House is dark. 

Seuth Pacific, Opera House (ist 
wk! ($4.80: 2900). Although there 
was no performance Thursday (21'. 
due te previous house commit- 
ment, 
ance of week. nabbing a hefty $54.- 
000. Extra matinee Friday. 


PITT AREA HEAVY WITH 


2,100 








STRAWHATS THIS YEAR 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 
Pittsburgh district will have 
more strawhats than ever before 


Aliquippa, 
here. 
Jurik, 


My Darli Daughter.” Trl be op. 
erated again by William Leech. of 
the Pit Playhouse staff, who | 


a year ago 


remaining plays up through end of 

August. White Barn tees off June, 
6 with “Jane.” and will do “Moon. 
Is Blue.” “Mister Roberts,” “Af- 


fairs of State,” “Im Any Language,” 


Bernardine” and 
Were Young and 
others. 








First six perform-_| 


returmee was sold out bal-| 


‘Banana’ Up to $32,100 


Be | For 2d Frisce Week 


“New Faces” is pulling | 
down _ * price to be in line with | 


San Francisco, May 26. 
All local biz still in slump. but 
“Top Banana” stepped up a bit for 
its second week at the Curran. 
Estimate fer Last Week 
Tep Banana, Curran (2d wk) ‘M- 
$4.30; 1.775 Phil Silvers, Kaye 
Ballard. Joey Faye, Judy Lynn 
Good $32,100. Ends local run 
Saturday (30). 


-TWO-TENT SETUP FOR 
CHI STRAWHAT AREA 


Chicago, May 26. 

Herb Rogers, producer of High- 
land Park’s Tenthouse Theatre, last 
week announced plans for opening 
a second strawhat tent, this to be 
located on the far south side in the 
heart of Park Forest. New theatre 
is scheduled to open June 23 with 
i“Three Men on a Horse,” with 
Michael Ferall directing. 

The Park Forest Theatre will 
seat 700 persons and will alternate 
its prpductions with the sister Tent- 
house, situafed on the far north 
side in Highland Park. Each play 
will run two weeks, ome at each 
theatre, beginning at the Tent- 
house and rotating to Park Forest. 

Equity group that has been to 
gether for six years at Highland 
Park will now split into two camps. 
the first headed by Barney Hughes 
and Helen Stenborg, and the sec- 
ond by Marian Walters. 


Barn Season 


Centinued from page 72 


and Marian Russell will appear 
with the resident company for 
their second season. Philip Robin- 
son will direct the presentations. 


‘Kentuckian’ Bow 
Louisville, May 26. 

| Barbara Anderson's “The Tall 
| Kentuckian.” with music by Nor- 
man Dello Jorio, will be presented 
at the Iroquois Amphitheatre June 
15-July 5. Royal Dano and Louia 
Horton will star in the production 
under Norris Houghton’s direc- 
tion. 

Moritz Bombard will handle the 





















musical direction. Choreography | 
near Tings and nae Se ee | 


Carrent Stock Bills 


PR 23June 7) 
Mill, Mil- 
burn, NJ. NJ. (25-30). 
kay Stewart) — 
pobte Fe Ferry (N.Y. Playhouse (28- 


"Ceisies Girl — Arena Stage. 


| Washington (25-7). 

| Gramercy Ghost (Ethel Barry- 
more Colt)}—Quarterdeck, Atlantic | 
City (25-30). 
2 a — Paper Mill, Milburn. 
z - *2-GF, 


Nima—Arena, Rochester (25-30 
Strike a Match June Havoc 
Bermudian, Hamilton (26-31). 


Carousel’ $49,800, 


‘Point’ $29,000, LA. 


Los Angeles, May 26. 

Biltmore is dark this week. leav- 
ing the local legit field to “Ca- 
rousel.” in its final week at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium. and 
“Hard to be a Jew.” which con- 
tinues at Maurice Sehwartz’s Civic 
Playhouse. Biltmore relichts next 
yeek with “Top Banana 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carousel, Philharmonic Aud (3d 
wk) (2.670; $4.80). Moved up again 
_to $49,800. Finales this week. 

Hard te be a Jew. Civic Play- 
house ‘7th wk) ‘376; $3.60). Another 
profitable $2.600. 

Point of No Return. Biltmore (3d 
wk) (1.636: $480). Up to $29,000 
for the four finale. giving it $82.- 
200 for three weeks and an operat- 
ing profit of $11,000. 


Dolls’ Nabs $38,600 In 
Portland, Tacoma Week 


Portiand. Ore.. May 26. 

“Guys and Dolls.” starring Pa- 
mela Britton, Charies Fredericks. 
Jeanne Bal and Sam Schwartz. 
grabbed $25.600 in four perform- 
amces Thursday through Saturday 
(21-23) here at the Civic Audi- 
torium. First musical to appear 
here since last winter stayed on 
through tonight ‘Tues.). The 4506 
seat house was scaled at $4.80. 

In Tacoma, earlier in the week. 
show did $13,000 in four, for total 
of $38.600 on the week. 


Poster’ $14,400, M’w’kee 


Milwaukee, May 26 
“Fourposter,” with Jessica Tandy 
and Hume costarred, 
grossed a profitable $14,000 last 
week at the Davidson here. 
Jan de Hartog comedy winds up| 
its tour this week in Washington. 

















, weekend slump normal 


Sudden B.0. Spurt Bucks B way Trend; 
‘Wonderful $55,200 Gross Tops Town, 
Porgy’ $31,100, ‘Angels’ Perky $22,400 


Broadway had a boxoffice flurry 
last week. Reversing the recent sea- 
son downtrend. attendance perked 
all week and even sidestepped the 
lately. Vir- 
improved, some 


tually all shows 


} as much as $3.500 over the previous 
week's receipts. 


Business is gen- 
decline. however, 
ional upturn in mid- 


eraliy due to 
until the tradit 
August. 

“Can-Can.” an advance sellout. 
again registered the capacity figure. 
subject to theatre party commis- 
sions. Other entries going clean 
were “Picnic.” “Seven Year Itch” 
and “Wonderful Town.” the latter 
reaching approximate maximum 
receipts with the end of party 
bookings. thereby being the town’s 
top grosser again. However. “Me 
and Juliet.” opening tomorrow 
night ‘Thurs.). will become the top 
biz-getter with a capacity over 
$58.000 and an advance sellout. 

There were no closings last week 
but next weekend brings the de- 
parture of “Children’s Hour.” 
“Evening with Beatrice Lillie.” 
“Moon Is Blue” and “Time of the 
Cuckoo.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama). 
cD (Comedy-Drema). R ‘Revue}, 
MC (Musical Comedy). MD ‘(Mu- 
sical Drama!. O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
number of seats, capacity gross 
end stars. Price includes 20° 
amusement tax, but grosses are 
t: ie.. exclusive of tar. 
Can-Can. Shubert (3d wk) ‘(MC- 
$7.20: 1.361: $50,160). Again got 
$50,800. with the gross limited by 
party commissions. 

Children’s Hour. Coronet (23d 
wk? (D-$4.80; 1.027; $27,378). Nearly 
$9,800 on twofers ‘previous week. 
$9.800): closing next Saturday 
night (30). 

Crucible, Beck ‘18th wk) ‘D-$6é- 
$4.80. 1.214: $31.000). Over $15.700 
on twofers ‘previous week, $14- 
200): effective this week, the man- 
agement is cutting the Friday- 
Saturday night top from $6 to 
$4.80. reducing the potential gross 


ne 


capacity to about $238,000. 


Dial M fer Murder, Plymouth 
30th wk) ‘D-$4.80: 1.062: $29,815 
‘Maurice Evans’. Almost $27,600 
(previous week. $26,500). 

Evening with Beatrice Lillie. 
Booth (34th wk) ‘R-$6: 739: $20.- 
284) (Beatrice Lillie). Nearly $19.- 
100 (previous week. $18.200); clos- 
|ing next Saturday night ‘ (30). 

Fifth Season, Cort (18th wk) ‘C- 
$4.80: 1.056: $25.277) ‘Menasha_ 
| Skulnik. Richard Whorf). Almost 
| $24,600 | previous week. $25,100). 

Guys and Dolls, 46th St. (i3ist 
| wn (MC-$6.50: 1.319; $43,904). Got | 
| $33,100 (previous week. $29.400):/ 
| vacating town June 27 for engage- | 
| ment at the National Washington. 


N. J., June 1621.| show started upstairs in the thea-| put resumes here Aug. 10. 


' Gallagher. Thomas Mitchell. Benay 


| imelude “Music in the Air,” “Seng; “yfinstrels of °53.” using the! Venuta. John aon ae A Whit- | 


'“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” John | 
iTyers and his wife Helena Bliss 
| will appear in “Music” and “Nor-. 


| Julius Rudel. of the N. Y. City 


, Opera Co. 
‘tor at the South Shore Music Cir- 


|cus, Cohasset, Mass., this summer. 
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Busch will be director and ~ 
Slane 


HE 


dH 


Waring organization of over 60 as} 


the “Circle” and orchestra, with 
members of the Lambs added. did 


a two-hour entertainment as an old-) 


itime minstrel show without inter-. 


Nagel. | 








| mission. Interlocutors were Pm 








gy ey | (Melvyn 


. Over $35,900 a 

King and 1. St. , hi--y 113th wk) 
(MC-$7.20: 1.571: $51.717' ‘Alfred 
Over $41,200 ‘previous! 


14th | 
wk) ‘C-$3: 1.060: $24.996). Over 
$12.700 on twofers ‘previous week. 
$12.700). 

Meeon Is Blue, Miller (116th wk’ 
(C-$4.80: 920: $21,586) (Donald) 
Cook. Biff McGuire. Janet Riley).| 
Nearly $8.100 on twofers (previous | 
jag $7,500): closing next Satur- 


oy es (30). 
My Morosco (ith wk) 
Over 





day and Saturday nights 
G aanken S450 tee oh weeks ¥o-| 
ee ae 


Pienie, Music Fox (13th wk) 
(CD-$6-$4.80- 1.012: $27,800. Over 


for the | $28.000 ‘previous week. $27,900). 


Perry and Bess, Ziegfeld ‘lith 
wk) (O-$6; 1.628: $48.244). Over | 
$31,100, exclusive of tax. which the | 

retains ‘previous - 


‘Almost $13. 
700 ¢ (previews week. $16.300). clos- 
ing next Saturday night (30). ; 
Time Out fer Gineer, Lyceum 
(25th wk! (C-$480: 995° $22 845) | 
Douglas). Nearly $13.500 
en week. $13 3200). 


48th wk) «MC-$7.20- 1.400: $52. 
080). Almost $42,700 ‘previous 
week. $39,200) 


Wonderful Tewn, Winter Gar- 
den ‘13th wk MC-$7.20: 1.510; 
$54.173' ‘Rosalind Russeil). With 
theatre parties over. the gross 
went to nearly $55.200 ‘previous 
week. $54,300 

OPENING THIS WEEK 

Me and Juliet. Majestic ‘MC- 
$7.20: 1.510: $58,000). New musi- 
cal, co-authored and co-produced 
by Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d, omens tomorrow 
night ‘(Thurs.). 


Colonels 226 
As Philly Loner 


Philadelphia. May 26. 

Favorable reviews, plus Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society 
subscription ‘play is 12th and tast 
in Guild 1952-53 series here), 
helped “The Love of Four Colo- 
nels” to a satisfactory first week 
at the Forrest. 

No further attractions are sked- 
ded until June 8. when “Carnival 
in Flanders” comes into the For- 
rest for a three-and-a-half week 
shakedown run preparatory to its 
summer stand on the Coast. 

Estimate for Last Week 

The Leve of Four Colonels, For- 
rest ‘Ist wk) (1.760: $455) (Rex 
Harrison, Lilli Palmer). New York 
Critics’ prizewinner didn’t start 
any dancing in streets here, but 
marquee strength enough to pull 
in nice $22.000. 


‘PACIFIC’ BIG $42,000 
IN 1ST DETROIT WEEK 


Detroit. May 26. 

“South Pacific.” starring Janet 
Blair and Webb Tilton, grossed a 
big $42.000 im the first of a nine- 
week run at the 2,050-seat Shubert. 

A tremendous mail order ad- 
vanee over $200,000 assures virtual 
capacity for all evening perform 
ances. Only tickets left are {for 
matinees and a few second balcony 
seats. Show received rave notices 
from all critics. 


‘McThing’ Hefty $22.000 
For Cincy Cox Record 


neinnati, May 26. 
Helen mate in “Mrs. McThing” 
racked up a hefty $22,000 











alert Friday night 
_(22) were no bo. aids. 

Besides breaking the Wednesday 
matinee and — the Saturday 
matinee marks, the comedy 
biz of all other shows in the 
except “Fourposter” during New 
Year's week. 


Current Read Shows 


(May 25-June 6) 








Fourposter ‘Jessica Tandy. Hume 


Cronyn)—National, Wash. (25-39) 
(closing). 

Geod Nite, Ladies—Roya! Alex- 
andra. Toronto (25-30); Savoy, 
Hamilton, Ont. (1-5). 

Guys and Dolis—Aud. 

(25-26); Community, ley ‘29- 
30): Geary. S. F. «1-5) 
Leve of Four Colonels ( Har- 


Chi (25-6). 

Mrs. ge ~ ‘Helen Hayes)}— 
Nixon, Pitt. (25-30) ‘closing). 

New Faces—Great Northern, Chi 
S 


iran, S. 
(1-6). 





prano. sailed 


rope, te appear for the third 
. cessive ES 


Wish You Were Here, Imperial Festival. 
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Broadway at its peak im 
the “20s totajed 74 legiters) 

Leon Lowenstein, new possessor 
of the historic site at 40th St and 
Broadway. is giving the rugs, seats 
ané fixtures of the Empire 2s 3 
gift to Robert Porterfield. operator 
of the Barter Theatre. in Abing- 
don, Va. There am attempt wil 
be made to recreate the aura of 
the Empire. 

Great Portraits 

The portraits in oil that bang in 
the inner lobby—an ethereai Billie 
Burke. a smiling Ima Claire. 2 
youthfully flower-strewn Ethe! 
Barrymore a tragic Margaret 
Anglin peering at the heavens. 2 
gay Dorothy Stickney with black 
sash. a melodramatic Otis Skimmer 
with gold-headed came and flow- 
ing cape amd moustaches—all will 
be returned to the original sub 
jects or their heirs. 

However. the oil camvas of Les 
lie. Howard. debonairely biond 
with his hand thrust imte his 
double-breasted jacket. will go to 
the artist. Nikoli Schattemstein. He 
will lend it to Gilbert Miller. who 


t 


“Joan of Arc.” , 
“"Op 0 Me Thumb” and playing 
the pipes for Barrie's “Peter Pan 
—is the property of Mrs. Friedus. 
too. But on Mrs. Porter's recom 
mendation. this curiesa will likely 
be exhibited at the Museum of the 
City of N. Y. 

As they commemorated the 
scattering of these treasures, 
ANTA's zod-plat> performers 
strutted and fretted their last mo- 
ments across the Empire stage ob- 
vieusty bathed mellow “nos- 
talgia”—a word which the femcee, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner. miraculous- 
ly managed to abstain from during 
the course of her entire evenings 
bedimage of crackling wit. Her one 
departure into the province of 
sentimentality was when she quoted 
Frohman’s phrase. made as he sank 
on the S. S. Lasitania im 1915- 
“Why fear death? It's the most 
beautiful adventure of life™ And 
the largely top hat. evening gown 
amd ermine wrap theatrical audi- 
ence cheered wildly, as they did 
for almost every utterance they 
heard that right. 

“Cuckee” As Starter 

The proceedings began with the 
much-prized Shirley Booth playing 
2 scene from the present occupant 
of the Empire. “Time of the 
Cuckoo.” No sooner had she and 
Dino Diluca. as the aging lover. 


rel 
p34 


drama about the artistic life in 


Greenwich Village seemed to have. 


turned heavy-handed with age. 
Miss Chase, assuming the role of 
the love-and-frustration-wracked 
artist was still “good.” but a good 
deal of her fire was stolen by young 
Bethel Leslie. 

The performer who deservgdly 
drew most encores was Ethel! 
Waters, reprising the role of Hagar 
she consoled her just-raped 
daughter, Fredi Washington, in 
“Mamba’s Daughters.” Ibee of 
Vagrery called Miss Waters “stir- 
ring” and Miss Washington's “fine 
support as the comely Lissa™ when 
this “lowdown stovy of Charlotte 
Negroes” ovened at the Empire on 
Jan. 11, 1939. If anything. the pas- 
sion and tenderness of the two 
troupers Seems to have deepened 
with the years. 

When she had finished taking 
ber bows for “Mamba.” Mise 
Waters returned to the stage with 
Brandon de Wilde. spectacied as 
in “Member Of The Wedding.” 
and joined him in crooning the 
duet, “His Eye Is On The Spar- 
row.” It was all quite touching. 
Young de Wilde also assumed the 
role of Oliver in “Oliver Twist,” 
but though he was effective. the 


2s 


will display it at the Henry Miller | 4. their dazzling exit, when John | fact that he has put on weight re- 
Theatre. 


The celebrated sketches and 
photographs that hang in the outer 
lobby—inciuding Helen Hayes im 
her pose from “The Prodigal Hrs 
band” (1914), Katharine Corneil in 
“Casanova™ (1923). Gertrude Law- 
rence in “Candlelight” (1929). 
John Drew in “A Pair of Lanz 
ties” (1894), and Lynn Fontanne | 
and Alfred Lunt im “O Mistress) 
Mine” (1946—all belomg to 
present owner of the Empire. 
Claire Friedus. Bat on 
ommendation of the theatre 

“ager, Mary Porter, she will likely 


fittingly and hang them there as 
the “Emoire Gallery.” 

im 2 similar fashion. the collec- 
tien of 1S oldiashioned portraits 
of Maude Adams that hang in the 











ADVANCE AGENTS ! 
COMPANY MANAGERS ! 
We have bees serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex- 
perienced transfer compeny on the 
Wes! Coast! 
® Rairocd privileges for banding 
shows gad theatncal luggage. 
© Complete worehouse focia es! 
© Asthorized in Cattorae. Equipped 
te treaster end hav! caywhere i= 
U.S! 
© RATES ON REQUEST! 


Atlantic Transfer Company 


the 
Mrs. | 
rec- 
man- 


Efrat. president of the Stage Man- 
agers Club. strolled on as play 
stage manager. Pretending to fall 
asleep. as a result of having been 
in his cups at Sardis Restaurant 
until 5 am. he was aroused, as 
though in a dream. by the ghostly 
echoes of the Empire's past ten- 
ants. The scene thus set. Miss 
Skimmer began introducing each 
ancient vignet. played on a stage 
bare except for the elementary 
props of the “Cuckoo” pacesetter. 

Edna Wallace Hopper, who 
played in the Empire's first cur- 
tain-raiser om Wednesday night. 
Jan. 25, 1893, “The Giri I Left Be- 
hind Me.” by David Belasco and 
N. YY. Sum drama critic Franklin 
Fyles. reprised that period piece 
fetchingly. As a 16-year-old coun- 
try maid. in wide sunbonnet and 
carrying a pail of strawberries. she 
lisped coquettishly at the Canadian 
Northwest governor, Peter Donat. 
equally quaint with his comment: 
“You're a jolly little interrogation 
point.” Miss Skinner introduced 
her as the woman with the the- 
_atre’s “trimmest ankles.” with her 
‘own system of daylight saving 
| time, and the 81-year-old actress 
| did seem extraordinarily girlishly 


i and 
Dorothy Stickney, their hair flam- 
their Father and Vinnie baptismal 
‘debate from “Life With Father.” 
It was, as Miss Skinner S 
as full of fun as seeing Harry and 
‘Bess return to their hallowed 
haunts at the White House. 
When this longrun theatricai 
history-maker preemed at the Em- 
pire on Nov. 8, 1939, Vantiery’s 
Ibee described Lindsay as over- 
rouged but “as firstrate a thespian 
_as he is a playwright” and Miss 





|Stickney as “vivacious and ten- 








der.” Except for the fact that 
‘Lindsay was more appropriately 
blanched of face, the description 
still held. 


Curious Anomaly” 

When “The Old Maid™ bowed at 
the Empire on Jan 7, 1935, Kau‘ 
of VARIETY ed. Zoe Akins’ 
adaptatidn.of the Edith Wharton 
novel “that curious anomaly, a bad 
play which should make money.” 
He said Helen Menken as the Old 
Maid “overstresses her points” and 
Judith Anderson as the happy 
mother “anderstresses them.” 
Jessie Royce Landis, who replaced 
Miss Anderson in the course of the 
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original rum, was back as the 
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“Porgy and Bess” 
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is selecred 
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in the “DRAMA CRITICS’ SEL 
vlated by VARIETY, 


ECTIONS” as tab 
May 73. CAS CALLOWAY 
2s ome of the “BEST MALE PER- 
iN A MUSICAL.” 








duced his acceptability as the Lon- 
don starveling. ANTA prez Clar- 
ence Derwent. in a magnificently 
disreputable bundle of rags. was 
superb as Fagin in the mock pick- 
pocket scene. 

Jose Ruben, who played Armand 
originally opposite Sarah Bern- 
hardt in “Camille.” bowed to the 
pessing of a generation and re- 
turned as the hero's father, with 
dignity. Mesureen Stapleton did 
her best, but being a full-blown 
woman, was miscast as the wan 
Lady of the Camillias. Roddy Mc- 
Dowall and Hurd Hatfield were 
amusing as they blew muffin 
crumbs at éach other in “The {m- 
portance of Being Earnest.” Dennis 
King was adequately dashing im 
the Queen Mab speech from “Ro- 
meo and Juliet.” And Arnold Moss. 
reviving his Empire originaticn of 
Maivolio from “Twelfth Night.” got 
a bit too stagey in his mock pom- 
posity. but the audience, stewed 
im sentiment, gave a big mitt to 
the Shakespearian tomfoolery. 

A high point of sentiment was 
the reading from the stage of mes- 
sages. Billie Burke quoted Maude 
Adams” fancy that the golden bal- 
‘conies of the Empire were like 
“embracing arms.” Miss Adams 
herself wired that she would al- 
| ways cherish the Empire's corners. 


‘for they never “muffle magic 


sounds.” Helen Hayes essayed the 
+ idea that “If I ever get to Heaven. 
I expect to see the Empire’s stage 
door as an entrance for actors.” 

| Katharine Cornell borrowed 
| Hamlet's line: “We shall not look 
/ upon its like again.” Julie Harris 
dispatched the wish that she could 
be present at “the most wonderful 
theatre I know.” Ethel Barrymore 
Colt, garbed in the stylish gown 
her mother wore as a costume for 
“Captain -Jinks of the Horse Ma- 
Fines.” appended Ethel SBarry- 
more’s telephoned “goodbye is the 
dear Empire.” 

Thomas Mitchell, wearing the 
cape and top hat Otis Skinner 
wore from “The Honor af the 
Family,” swaggered in, thwacked 
his cane across the table, and bade 
farewell by repeating that actor’s 
first-act curtain oath. Miss Skin- 
; mer herself, repeating her walkon 
_lime when she bowed with her 
father at the Empire in “Blood 
and Sand.” on Sept. 20. 1921. de- 
livered it with verve: “The bull 
can't help being a bull, can he?” 
Mary Boland. begging the audience 
to “help me from bursting into 
tears.” recalled with tenderness 
how Charles Frohman had plucked 
her from ingenue into stardom and 
how John Drew had polished her 
art. 

The climax came with the mythi- 
cal stage manager, Effrat, awaken- 
ing from his dream on the bare 
Stage. and Pat Rooney, as stage- 
doorman, shuffling across to say. 
“Well, I guess I'd better lock up.” 
The curtain rose and fell three 


4 times‘on the stage, barren except | 


for one burning lamp. and with 


) | Miss Booth and Miss Hopper step- 


ping from the wings to acknow!l- 





celebrates its first anniversary this 
week, it is still as with 





Vene, 





, semsuous Bess. well-acted and vo-| 
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Legit Followups 
STREET Veasy as the . and 
‘ em = Moses LaMarr in a humorous 
Despite its two and a half years’ ~ 
we ¢ hanges. Considering that the production 
|“Guys and Dollis” still stacks up 
' as one of the top shows current on 
with only five recognizable prim- | ing night. Reseeing convinces of 
cipals from the origima!l cast. 15 | the excellent job Robert Breen has 
to the zestful troupe that bowled 
over the first-night audience Nov 
cause the Frank Loesser-Jo Swer!- Barn Notes 
ing-Abe Burrows musical is 30 “The Moon Is Blue,” with Jackie 
or stars, it holds up unusually | starred. will be the opening bil! at 
well. the Savoy Theatre. Asbury Park. 
the edge of “Guys and Dolls ” Per-| stars’ moves to the Spa Summer 
haps no other musical in Broad-| Theatre, Saratoga Springs. NY. 
parable “South Pacific.” express©s | house, Fitchburg. Mass.. begins its 
a single theme or flavor in such 29th season June 20 with “Gentie 
tien of Damon Runyon locale and | tion of “Two for the Money,” slated 
characters. Virtually every indi | for Broadway im the fall by Edward 
Runyon brand of felonious inno-| circuit this summed. Jack Saxon 
cence. The -situations are true; 
edy, and both the music and lyrics 
are virtuoso creations. “Guys and 
masterpieces of musical comedy 
history 
Blaine as Miss Adelaide. is excel- 
lent. Although she lacks some ot 
her predecessor brought to the 
role, she socks over,the numbers 
and perhaps even more impact. 
Julie Oshins is also satisfactory as 
may lack some of the authority 
and drive Sam Levene gave to the 
seriousness and intensity of the 
character. 
right physically as was Robert 
Alda for the role of Sky Master- 
thereby makes such numbers 3s) 
the “Ill Know” and “I've Never 
the Mission Doll notably better. 
and presents “My Time of Day” 
Bigley’s looks and figure as Miss 
Sarah, but she seems softer. less 
as the latter had become near the 
end of her run in the part. Her 


says and Dolls ia Burke as Maria. William 

run and wholesale cast c SS 
Broadway. The present company./ theatrical excitement as on open- 
naturally inferior in most instances done as director. 
24 1950. But. perhaps partly be- 
clearly not a vehicle for any Star Ceeper and Peggy Ann Garner 

Repeated visits have never dulled NJ. June 29. Play. with the same 
way history, not even the incom-| July 6 . The Lake Whalom Play- 
perfect detail as does this adapta-| men Prefer Blondes” A new edi- 
vidual in the yarn is true to the | Geuld, will try out on the strawhat 
Runyon and true theatrical com- 
Dolls” remains one of the genuine 

Iva Withers, successor to Vivian 
the sweetness and guilelessness of 
with just as umerring precision 
the harried Nath». Detrest. He 
part. but he rightly accents the 

Norwood Smith. not quite as 
son. is a vastly better singer. and 
Been in Love Before” duets with 
on ker. Susan Hight lacks Isabel 
professional and not so mannered 
voice 


ley’s and. especially on “If I Were 
a Bell.” she gets just as much mu- 
sic and even more comedy out of 
the rnamber. 

Jack Prince as Nicely-Nicely. Al 
Nesor as Benny Southstreet and 
Dell Markee as Harry the Horse 
are possibly not quite up to the 
uncanny level set by Stubby Kaye. 
Johnny Silver and Tom Pedi. re- 
spectively, but they're plenty sharp 
enough. Still in their original 
roles are Pat Rooney as the acute - 
eld Mission veteran, Douglas Deane 
as the third of the Tinhorn trio. 
Tony Gardell as the bulky Angie | 
| the Ox. Netta Packer as the Sal-— 
vation Army brass. and bull-voiced . 
B. S. Pully, not heking it a bit as | 
. Big Jule. 

George S. Kaufman's direction 
loses none of its inventiveness on 
a revisit, and Michael Kidd's 
choreography remains an adroit 
combination of vitality and humor. © 
but the performance as a whole © 
has inevitably lost some of i 
original edge. Physically. 
Feuer & Martin production looks 
remarkably fresh. Hobe. 


Porgy and Eess 
(ZIEGFELD, N.Y.) 


is just as good as Miss Bic-* 


and Lee Paquet are writing the 
music. while Yasha Krietzberg 
contributing additional music. 
Lyrics are being penned by Paquet 
and Gerald Lieb, who are also 
ing the sketches and biackouts 
Production is scheduled to begin its 
summer tour at the Beach Play- 
house, Old Orchard Beach. Me. 

The Clinton (Conn) Playhouse 
will present the Milten Lyen pro- 
duction of “Annie Get Your Gun.” 
which is being booked for the silo 
circuit by the William Morris of- 
fice.. Arlene Francis, Grace Kelly 
and Jeseph Wiseman will appear 
at the Playhouse in the Park. Phila- 
deiphia. this summer . The Grand 
Island (N.Y.) Playhouse will begin 
its sixth season June 23 with 
“Mister Roberts.” Edgar Kleten, 
formeriy of the Fordham U. Thea- 
tre_ will be director this summer 
Cari E. Wagner will be stage man- 
ager for the Berks Players at the 
Greenhills Theatre, Reading. P:, 
this summer. Barn begins operaf- 
ing fo- 10 weeks June 29 with 
“Dark of the Moon™ Lucille Lor- 
tel’s White Barn Theatre. West- 
port. Conn... begins its summer sea- 
son Jume 5 . Stock company for 
Town and Country Players, Guths- 
ville, Pa. which tees off for the 
summer Saturday (30) with “Born 
Yesterday.” includes Edward 
Chapp. Joy Carroll, John Marsten, 
Jeyce Faris, Nancy Wells, Arthur 
Sterch and Tim Besiey . 
Roberts.” “The Country Giri” 
“The Voice of the Turtle” will be 
the initial three attractions at the 
Bucks County Playhouse. New 
Hope. Pa.. which begins operating 
June 5. 


do- 





Vera Zerina will appear at the 
Berkshire Festival in July, to nar- 
rate the first New England per- 
formance of Lukas Foss’ cantata, 
“A Parable of Death,” with the 
composer 
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As alternate leads in “Porgy and — 


Bess,” 


LeVern Hutcherson and 
: Urylee 


Leonardos offer different 


| interpretations from those of Les-| =: 


lie Scott and Leontyne Price. and | 
are hefty assets to this production | 
of the Gershwin-Heyward folk 

is i Blevins Davis and 
| Robert Breen launched at the Zieg- 
feld in March after an American 
and European tour. 

hereas Scott. slight in build. : 
stressed Porgy’s sensitivity. Hutch- 
erson’s crippled beggar is more’ 
dynamic. with strength and nobil- 


THE INK SPOTS 


IM A COMPLETE 
VARIETY CONCERT 


ow 


eevevereni'(| 


ity as well as sensitivity, so that: 


the character builds entil his 
plight im the final scene strikes 
with terrific impact. He tops Scott 
in the vocal ment. with a 
wide-ranged, rich baritene that 
does justice to Gershwin’s great 
music. 

Compared to Leontyne Price. 
Miss Leonardos creates a more 


111 EAST HOUSTON ST_ NEW YORK 
Rem 28 Tharsday 3-628 P_®- 





cally effective. though the lyric 
beauty of Miss Price's, singing is 
unique. 

Cab Calloway’s Sportin’ Life 
continues to be one of highspots 
vf the season. Others in top form 
are: John McCurray as Crown: 
Helen Colbert as Clara and Jo-: 


, edge gratitude from the entire; seph James as Jake. Jerry Laws’: 
company. 


' Mingo, Helen Thigpin as Serena, 


Mot: BILL MITTLER. 1619 Broadway. New York 
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Literati 








to the L. A. lodge of the Friars 

applied their own yardstick to 

Hollywood hokum this week. They 
rmitted a visiting newspa 


pe ee | 
to acknowledge the dinner in his} 


by blasting other. N. Y-. 
newspa In New York, if 
such a bizarre, tactless thing had 
happened, Friars at the head table 
would immediately have disassoci- 
ated the club from the guest's 
slander of mewspapermen, who 


intro of the guest was delivered by | 
AP dinner in} 
New York, recently, Jessel bored | 


Jessel. At the ASC 
locals at the head table with his 
off-the-record emphasis that the 
guy he later eulogized at the Friars’ 
Coest party was a complete no- 
good.” 

Sullivan said that he was writing 
personal notes to Benny. an old 
golfing pal. and to Jessel, after 
reading the Vagrrery report last 
week of the Friars’ shindig for 
Winchell ‘the “visiting newspaper- 
* to whom Sullivan referred). 

This is one of the few ‘if perhaps 
only! published opinions by Sulli- 
can against Winchell. and vice 
versa. since Sullivan's blast at WW 


msn 


en the WMCA, N. Y., microphone | 


of Gotham disk jockey Barry Gray. 
as result of the now somewhat 
notorious l'affaire Josephine Baker. 
Gray. before and after joining the 


N.Y. Post as a colurinist—the Post | 


is still ancther WW vendetta—has 
been the briint of Winchelil's ire. 
As for the News, it has always 
emitted Winchell’s name from Sul- 
livan’s column, even if the latter 
willed it. om the ground it would 
be “additional free advertising for 
Winchell” 

Meantime, on still another WW- 
versus-all-comers front, 


Post column with a paragraph of 
personal rebuttal to Winchell. who 
touched off an anti-Lyons tirade a 
couple of weeks ago. 

There hasn't been much of this 
sort of newspaperman stuff ajound 
of lafe: it’s a fresh script, almost 


Leonard | 
Lyons has been footnoting his N.Y. 


j through Woolworth 
|stores, amd Macfadden’s Famiiy 
| Life, distributed through W. T. 
/Grant five-and<dime stores. will 
|} beth do a foldo with their June 
| issues. Beth attributed their 
downfall to store managers ne- 
glecting to display the mags in 
high store traffic areas. 


Headliner Awards 

National Headliners’ silver me- 
dallions will be awarded to 21 win- 
ners of the 1952 Headliner achieve- 
ment awards as they meet in At- 
lantic City Jume 12-13. The pro- 
gram is part of a two-day meeting 
sponsored by the Press Club of 
Atlantie City, host to the Head- 
liners for the 20th year. 

To be honored this year are: 
Charlies James Dewson. UP News- 
pictures; Bob Wendlinger. New 
York Mirror: Arthur Jarvis. Cam- 
den. N_J.. Courier Pest: Bob Cam>- 
bell, San Francisco Chronicle: 
John Lindsay, AP News Photo 
Service; Prescott E. Hobson. Quin- 
cy. Mass.. Patriot Ledger: Boh Con- 
sidine. International News Service: 
Frederick C. Painton, UP; James T. 
Berryman and Gibson Crockett. 
Washington Star; Chet Holcombe. 
Santa Barbara. Cal. News-Press: 
Delbert Willis. Forth Worth Press: 
Peter Edson, NEA Service: Frank 
Bourgholtzer, NBC White House 
correspondent; and James Uebel- 
— news director, WSPD, To- 
edo. 








Irish Thumbsdewn te Hedda 

Book censors have banned cir- 
culation in Ireland of Hedda Hop- 
pers “From Under My Hat.” on 
grounds that it contains matter 
considered by them to be “iude- 
'cent or obscene.” In a batch of 50 
banned at the same time was “The 
— ef Longing” by Arthur Koest- 

r. 


Photoplay and ‘Picturegoer have 
also been nixed by censors. together 
| with a batch of pulp magazines. 


Deuble Anni 
“As I Saw Et.” review of cur- 





| foreword. 
' Occasion marks a double cele- 
bration — cartoonist Fitzpatrick’s 


; Broadway pressagents 40th anni with the St. Louis Post- 
ae nn ae ont of material Dispatch and that sheet’s 75th an- 
in Lindy’s. : _miversary year. 

Just to complicate things f i 


toprated CBS.vaudeo, tabued Gwen | 
on Win- C 


Verdon’s cuffo appearance 

chell’s newscast Sunday (24) under 
penalty of being cancelled off Sulli- 
‘'s “Toast” June 21 and 28. 
I “Can-Can,” Lilo and 
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by Lee Mortimer 

i in the July, 1951, 
the Mercury. 








Curt Weinberg have followed the 
lead of Ed Weiner in resigning 
from the WN. Y. 
Move was sparked 
ogee — to step 
S post 2 appear he 
House Un-American Activities! 
Committee as an i idual and not | 
as president of Guild. Black; 
was subpoenaed by the Committee) 
a couple of weeks ago. 
Guild's last meeting of the sea-} aij 
son is skedded for June 4. It’s not) 
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titution, elections are regularly he knows whereof 
in November. 
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Bubbie Bursting 
The bubble is beginning to burst 
in ':o everbeomed magazine fields | 


3 





~—he hairy-chested men’s mags/ of July, researching the European | 

2.ced at the returmed GI and the aspects of Confederate history, a! 

Ccinstore-distributed mags for the book planned to follow “The Lady 

hausfrau. of Arlington.” a novel based on 

‘mn the first field, Macfadden’s is the life of Mrs. Robert E. Lee. ae 

2ung Climax with its fifth issue om| “Dear Derethy Dix.” which 

tse stands and also Impact, with Kane wrote with Elia Arthur, is 

is third issue om the stands cur-| being eyed by Helen Hayes for 
rently. At least a half dozen of next season om Broadway 
a was 30 men’s adventare moss Sor age 

wich e burgeon up | Mervyn Book 

“45. year are also to be in trouble. | Mervyn LeRoy’s “It Takes More 

Asked for the whyfor of his two/ Than Talent” ‘Knopf: $3.95), “as 

rags’ demise, Macfadden’s edi-| told to Alyce Canfield.” indicates 

* said: that his amanuensis is not lacking 

25 mar-| for talent in faithfully transerib- 

chances ing the Metro producer-director’s 

-\“how to” advice. Despite the 

“how to” t this isn’t one of) 

these books. « imsight into. 

ewghe sy ngto iy § 4 in. 

all its facets, and many a studio’ 


made it sprightly and palatable by 

generous usage of real-names to 

point up his story. Im a measure 
utobiographica! 


fon gy told ~y ——> 
way, practicability 
chnash "hastnen _ Girl” OM-G) @d wk), $5,500. 


| that on being a 
|manual Yet it’s not as stodgy as 
that. Every facet is covered, from 
writer to extra, makeup to stunt 
man. researcher to script girl, unit 
Manager to hair stylist, publicity 
to wardrobe girl, special-effects 
Man to musician. 

This is an extraordinarily infor- 
native as well as interesting book. 
remarkable chiefly because it 
comes so late in the history of 
Hollywood. The wonder is that 
no “name” previously 
time-out to project a treatise as 
effectively as LeRovy’s Whether 


the idea stemmed from the film) 


man or the astute Miss Canfield. 
who is a professional freelance. it 
is to their combined credit that 
the end-result is what it is. Louis 
B. Mayer, who wrote the brief 
intro. attests to that—in all his 
experience, he states. he wished 
there was a book like this to guide 
| Hollywood aspirants. LeRoy may 
have written for this for “kicks 
he has also contributed an impor- 
tant manual to show biz literature 
Abel. 





CHATTER 

Helen Colton Field racing to 
finish several features before her 
baby is due next month. 

Ex-cireus pa. Beverly Kelly 
ghosting the memoirs of his name- 
sake. Emmett Kelly. Ringling cir- 
cus clown, for Prentice-Hall publi- 
cation. 

Artists Publications, Cincinnati. 
will hit the market with a new 
hillbilly amd western magazine 
Aug. 20. 

Ben Kaufman and Irving Shiff- 
rin have opened their own public 
relations office. 
previously associated with film 
company publicity departments. 

Travel Writers Assn. of NY. 
elected Horace Sutton. of the Sat- 
urday Review, president: Marcia 
Vickery, Glamour Mag. v.p.. and 
Catherine Meinicker of N.Y. Jour- 
nal-American. 


has taken | 


' same lot. excepting that LeRoy has! 


Sn 


Both had been’ 


S. N. Himmeiman, veepee and | 


circulation director of Macfadden 
Publications, resigning as of June 
_1 to become owner of the re-ship- 


ing business conducted for years | 


the Interborough News Co. 
Kay Starr’s TV column, out only 
a month. now has 37 papers. in- 





DENVER | 


‘Continued from page 11) 
or close. Last week, “Small Town) 


Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 50-85)’ 
—“Jamaica Run” (Par) ‘2d wk). 
Slow $7.500. Last week. $3.000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 70-$1)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (2d wk). Fine 
$12,000. Last week, $22,000. 


Esquire Fox) 742; 50-85)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (2d wk). 
Good $3,000 or near. Last week, 
$5.000. : 


Nerth Drive-In ‘Wolfbere) (750 
cars. 90)—“Man in Dark” ‘Col) and 
“Born to Saddle” ‘Indie) (2d wk 


Geod $6,500. Last week, record 
$9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 50-85)— 


“Never Let Me Go” ‘M-G) and 
“Night Without Stars” ‘RKO). Fair! 
$11,000. Last week, “Anna” (‘IFE 
and “Fast Company” ‘M-G), $10.- 
500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 50-85)— | 
“Man in Dark” ‘Col) and “Born 
To Saddle” (Indie) ‘2d wk). also 
North Drive-In. Off to good $10,000. 

Taber Fox) 1967: 50-85) — 
“President's Lady” Col} and 
“Snake Pit” (20th) ‘reissue’. Slow 
$5.000. Last week, “Destination 
Gobi” (20th) and “Happy Go Love- 
ly” (CREO) (reissue), $5.500. 

Vegue (Pike) (600: 60-90)—“Two 
Cents Worth of Hope” (indie). Fair 
$1,700. Last week, “Jamaica Inn” 


Indie), same. 
Webber (Fox) 730: — 
“President's Lady” ‘20th) and 


“Snake Pit” (20th) (reissue). Mod- 
est $2.700. Last week, “Destination 
Gobi” (20th) and “Happy Go Leve- 
ly” (RKO) (reissue), ditto. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 11) j 
097: 861: -70-$1.10\—“Raiders Sev- 
en Seas” (UA) and “Phantom From 
Space” (UA). Okay $16,000. Last 
week, with other units. 





Glebe, Iris, Uptewn. Leyola 
‘FWC) ‘799; 814: 1.715; 1.248: 70-) 
$1.10}—“Snows Kilimanjaro” (20th) | 
and “Snake Pit” (20th) (reissue). | 
Dull $8,000. Last week. L. A.. Iris.) 
Uptown, Loyola, “Giri Next Door” 


(20th) and “Thief of Venice” (20th) 
, (9 days), $20,000. 

Heliyweed (SW) (1.346: $1.20-' 
$2.80'\—“Cinerama” Indie) (4th 


‘cluding Denver Post, Boston Post. | 
emer 


News and Newark Star 


on Miss Starr works out of 
A. 

' Milbourne Christopher's 10th 
book for i i 
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—*Desert 


i; ies Helly wood 
moants Ab PE van (3,300; 


and 
big week. 





‘at ia 
ie rd 





wk). Climbing to very big $34,000 
after $32,400 last week. 


Leew’s State, Egyptian 
15338: 70-$1.10\—“Never 


(2.404: 
Go” (4-G) and “Cry of 


Let Me 
Hunted” (M-G) (2d wk). Modest 


{(CATC) 


been $13,000. Last week. $21,800. 


Wilshire FWC) (2.296: 90-$1.50) 
Bats” (20th) 3d wk). 
Fair $4509 with previews helping. 
Last week, $5,400. 

Para- 


1.430; 
95-$1.50\—“House Wax” (WB) ‘6th-. 
final wk). Neat $25,000. Last week, 
$34.200 


Feur Star (UATC) (900: 74-$1.50) 
—“Salome” (Col) (6th wk). Fine’ 
$3,500. Last week, with Rialto 


a 
(FWC) (2.048: 60-$1.50) 


—“Titanie” (20th) ‘6th wk). Sturdy | 
$9,000. Last week, $9,500, with an 
assist from previews. 





: 
- 
4 


(Continued from page 11) | 


(Tri-States) (1,900: 
of Pleasure Island” 


$6500. Last week. 
(WB), 





(Continued from page 11) 


Wall” (Col). Droopy $7,500. Last. 
week, “Abbott-Costello To Mars” 


pigeonholed. House ‘ and “Lone Hand” ‘U), good. 
| Estes Committee chairman Rep. $9.000. ; 


Centary (20th Cent) 3.000: 40- 
70) — “Desert Rats” (20th) and. 
“Rebel City” (Indie!. NSH 


$8.500. 
week, “She Palms” 
(20th) and ~Bed’ Blonde” Lip), | 


Picture Grosses 


‘Powder’ Oke $8,000 In 
Seattle; ‘Door’ NG 7G 
Seattle, May 26. 

Not much excitement at box- 
office here this round. Hamrick’s 
Music Box has shuttered, but this 
has not helped other spots much. 
“Powder River” is rated okay at 
Coliseum while “Titanic” looms 
good in second Fifth Avenue 
stanza. “Fair Wind To Java” looms 
modest at Orpheum. Otherwise, 
showings are on brutal side. 

Estimates for This Week 

Celiseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90\—“Powder River” (20th) and 
“Big Break” ‘Lip). Okay $8.000. 
Last week, “Invaders from Mars” 
20th) and “Rough, Tough West” 
‘Col), $7.400. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.366: 
65-90) — “Titanic” (20th) and 
“Count the Hours” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Good $7,000. Last week, $10,000. 
(Hamrick) (1.650; 65-90) 
—"“Raiders of Seven Seas” (UA) 
and “Bandiis Corsica” (UA). Mild 
$5.000. Last week, “Split Second” 
RKO) and “Winter Serenade” 
Rep), $3,400. 

Musie Bex ‘Hamrick (850; 90- 
$1.25)—House closed. Last week, 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (‘6th wk), 
dandy $5.800 in 8 days to finish 
great longrun. 

Music Hall ‘(Ramrick) (2.263: 65- 
90\—““Remains To Be Seen” ‘M-G) 
and “Brandy for Parson” (indie). 
Slow $5,000. Last week, “Happens 
Every Thursday” (U) and “Parson™ 


(2.700: 65- 
°0'\—“Fair Wind to Java” ‘Rep) 


| and “White Goddess” (Lip). Mod- 


erate $6,000. Last week, “House of 
Wax” (WB), (4th wk), oke $6,800 


at $1.25 top. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3.039; 
65-90\—"Girl Next Door” (20th) 


and “High Treason” (Indie). Drab 
$7,000. Last week, “Man in Dark” 
Col) and “Magnetic Monster” (UA) 
(2d wk), good $6,800 at $1.09 top. 


WASHINGTON 


‘Continued from page i1) 
expectations. Last week, “Never 
Let Me Go” (M-G) plus vaude, 
$21,000. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1.174: 55-85) 
—*Invaders from Mars” (20th). Fat 
$7,500 at regular scale after 7 
weeks of boosted tab for “Call Me 
Madam” (20th) which was $6,000 
in final semester. 

Dupent ‘Lopert) (372: 55-$1) — 
“Man on Tightrope” (20th). ay 


Leonardo 
(24 wk-8 days), 
$3 600 


Keith’s ‘REKO) (1,949: 70-$1) — 
“Man in Dark™ ‘Col) (3d wk’. Nice 
$8500. Last week, $12,000. 

Metropolitan ‘Warner? (1,200: 55- 
85) — “Jack rs 


’ McCall, 

‘Col). Thin $4000. Last 
“Mildred Pierce” (WB) and “ 
Maid” (WB) (reissues). $5,000. 

Palace ‘Loew’s) (2,370; 55-85) — 
“Titanic” (20th). Fine $15,000. Last 
week, “Moulin Rouge” (UA) (7th 
wk-5 days), very nice $6,500 at 
u sc 


» (Lopert) (435: 55-$1) 
— “The Star” (20th) (3d wk 
Smooth $5,000 after $5,800 in 





peng i a or — 
“Light Silvery Moon” ( )}. Smooth 
$12,500. Last week, “ of 


Wax” (WB) (4th wk), $12,000. 
Transinx (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25) — 

“Salome” (Col) (7th wk). Trim 

$5,000 after $6,000 last week. 
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sets for Fernandel-Zasa Gabor pic, 
Ry ng eg No, 1,” which is 
Pie production ef Yves Mirande’s 
40-year-old farce, “Runner of 
Maxim's” to have star cast headed 
by Jean Debucourt of Comedie 
Francaise 


Gerard filming in 
Mexice with Michele’ Morgan, to 





' Kenneth Banghart, Garry 


Legit p.a. Michael O'Shea joined 
staff of Pinside TV, new monthly 
fan mag, to do a gossip column 
tagged Telescoops. 

Mari Erskine, who portrays 
Ida oe due in Gotham this| 
week to help plug Warner Bros. 
“The Eddie Cantor Story.” ~ 

Marjory Rose Davis, younger 
daughter of bandleader and Mrs. | 
Meyer Davis, will marry Robert F.| 
Forood, of Iran, in Maine in 1 
= — 

Danny Kaye move over: Eddie! 
Fisher's impact on Princess Marga-| 


oo fee ore ven world | in “Mrs. Warren's Trade” at Hebbel! | 


Ross, ex-WJR, Detroit,! 


KMPC. L. A, and WGAR. Cleve-| Garden Opera, 


land pa. now dittoing for the) 
Biltmore. Park Lane and Barclay | 
Hotels. 

Douglas Shearen, Metro sound) 
recording chief, left for London} 


yesterday (Tues.) to begin work on | day 


pictures to be made at the com- 
pany’s Hertz studios. 


topper 
his 
with Jack L. Warner and sales 
chief Ben Kalmenson. 
Alice McNaughton, daughter of 
the late Alice Lloyd and Tom Mc- 
Naughton, in from England, risit- 
ing . and Mrs. Harry McNaugh- 
ton at Manhasset, L. L 
Lawrence Winters, ex-legiter 
and New York City Opera Co. bari- 
tone, left N. ¥. Monday (25), by 
air for a 10-week concert tour of 
seven European countries. 


Russell Sage College, Troy, N. Y.. 
will confer an hono 








Inge Preminger, 
— of Foe east —_ 
“Magic * packsse stear- 
Paul Henreid. Incidentally, 
Horwina has joined 
er’s 10%ery on the Cuvoast. 


ring 


Steve Allen was tested by Colum- 
bia to play a TV emcee in the new 
Judy Holliday picture, and re- 
turned in time for his Sunday night 
stint on “What's My Line?” George 
a  seccterteen will be filmed 

N. Y. to Coronationers this week: 


Sid Caesar 


June 


| Vice-President Alben W. Barkley 


at the Waldorf-Astoria. 


Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 
West Berlin’s film studios cur-; 


rently operating at full capacity. 
Wilhelm Furtwaengler conduct- 

3 - Berlin Philharmonic May 
e= ° 


Theatre. 

Ladwig Suthaus from Staedtische 
ouse invited to Convent 
wv. Ss. “Bad and the 
Beautiful” 


ice Club and Outpost Theatre one 
last week; sponsored Special 


“Holiday on Ice,” which ran four 
weeks and four days at the 7.000- 
seat 


Theatre preemed 
Max Brod’s Castle,” with 


“Spiel im 
Schloss” opened at Komoedie, with 
Hanna Rucker and Albrecht 
Schoenhals in the leads. 

Locked ” first Graham 
Greene play, in Berlin, opened at 
Theatre am Kurfuerstendamm 
with Tilla Durieux in the lead. 


bine talents in the Army-sponsored 

musical, “Berlin Ballyhoo,” which 

will opened May 21 at Outpost 
tre 


Theatre. 

U. S. pix currently at local preem 
include “Wild North” (M-G). 
Kangaroo” (20th), “Savage Horde” 
(Rep), “Men of Boys Town” (M-G). 
“Texas Rangers” (Small) and “The 
Big Lift” (20th). 


~ London Films set “Gilbert-Sul- 
livan” for major date over the 
Hoyts’ 


loop. 
Wirth’s Circus winding up solid 
run in Sydney; now plays key 
country zones. ; 
“South Pacific” in its ninth 
month at His Majestys, Melbourne, 
for J. C. Williamson. 


season 
local talent 
Ealing’s 


under way. It is mostly 
resently. 


tres circuit next month. 


By Ted Friend 


gander “Frisco °49.” 
Golden Gate Theatre. 


terland 
Rickey, vet 


shindig. 


ling p 


Fairmont Hotel. 


Portland, Ore. 


towers topping 
Club. 





the 1954 F 


|. Show biz people who came in | 


Leopoldine Konstantin currently 


and Ingrid | 


ft 
Berliners and Americans com- | 


Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 


Nightclub biz on upbeat as winter | Roosevelt. 


Cruel Sea” set for : 
SS over Greater Union | tne ~- 5 ef Downbeat. S & Earnings on foreign films showed | 


Johnny Hodges into the Black- 
ewe Leroy ‘to Stanford to 
Darvin Bisbee new treasurer at 
“Ice Follies of 53” set for Win- 

July 1 


restauratéur, | to 3-D. 
at Skyline Ranch 


Anne Jeffreys and Robert Ster-| Barney Bala 
Venetian Room of the | and Harry Popkin all here vaca- 


Jack Matlack opened publicity | after orbing a good number of 
office here. 

The Colleens and The High-/ le 
Amato’s Supper 


George and Mary Amato moved | preem.can be held after the C Anew McMaster playi 
toa —— 1 meas new spot seat- | nation. — er playing lead in 


run at the Arena last Sunday | ances at Marigny Theatre 
17). Cast taking six-week vacation | te sock biz. 


go into “M. Ripois and the Neme- 
for! sis” pic to be shot in England 
under direction of Rene Clement. 

Daniele Delorme, who lost her 
irep theatre group, the Comedie- 





— Ritter to Texas for a month’s 


_—o Conion back from biz trip 
Van Heflin to Casper, Wyo., t 
plug “Shane.” “§ 


to start p.a. tour. 
Benny Rubin celebrating 239 
" Rita Hayworth” bough 
i oO t the Jes; 
Lasky housé in Brentwood. _ 





Caumartin, and had her pie with | 

| Jean Renoir, Wg 8 ee ele 

: - <a indefinitely, a or ina 

of which the Duke of Edinburgh is | = r4 film pe lth then will do| 
"Frederick Knott, author of “Dia! one in Italy om her way back. 
*‘M’ for Murder.” planes to Holly- 
wood at the end of month for con-| 
fabs with Warner Studio execs on | 
the screen version. 


By Hal V. Cohen 
Novel-Ites open month's date at 
| Ankara June 1. i 
| Rose Leibhart, WB exchange) 

i after opera-| 


last week on the Queen Mary in- 


on. i 
Ernie Motyl, ex-Carnegie Tech | 
{fame joined Biow Agency in| 
won by Brenda de Banzie (“Mur-| “civic Light Opera tagged Rob- 
3 Mistaken ade”? ) apd Ernest Clark | or Alda for William Gaxton role} 








; 








y 27. 
Minnesota U. Studie Theatre| 


Eddie Fisher, who has just fin-|™ ot ae tow, one of operators | 
ished at Palladium date, was one Of | .¢ poya] Ballroom, taking his basic | 
stars at the Red. White and Blue} at pated Gordon. Ga 
ball at the Dorchester Hotel, and|"' pitricia Ferris and Scott Ed- 

ber for Prin-| ; ~ 
none ba a num | wards added to resident company | 

Wilbur Evans eb-iter. of Leadon | * Waite Barn Thectre, 

roduction of “South Pacific” at John Geary and his wife, Bar| 
en re ; lay | Dara, will join summer opera com-| 
ee re ‘Amb, signed te Fok | Pany ensembles after Playhouse | 

Baitit, m4 | musical closes. 
film, “Million Pound Bank Note, | Local playwright Rosemary 
starring Gregory Peck. |Casey’s new one, “Late Love,” 
saat taate %.. bought for Broadway next season 
° by Michael Abbott. 
Philadelphia Sun-Telegraph women's editor 
Marion ie pinch-hitting for 

Al an fF meee o——_ the Park| Gloria Abdou for one week on 
fe per a ake yom o> oan omit WCAE while latter’s vacationing. 
| trie called the Funatics. 
| Eddie Dowling slated to open : 
jlawn fete for » Fitzgerald Mercy Minneapolis 
| Hospi Darby . June 4. 

. “ By Les Rees 
aceite oem esord shop! senry Buset“tnto Prom Ball 
. . , room for one-n er. 
poy Nahan, theatrical booking Prom Ballroom had Ray An- 
| Germantown’s Milton Odenheim-| ‘ony for one-nighter. men 

er has switched operations to At- h ote Radisson Re mg ; 
lantic City, purchasing Seashell | olding over singer Felix Knight. 
‘ctotet ta. | Stan Kenton orch plays one- 
i Save :. Churchill filling in| nighter at Excelsior Park ballroom 
spot, originally slated~for Billie | 

roy § Fg tay — at Acad- offered the Moliere farce, “Doctor | 
i A ; eaeeky : tin Spite o imseif.”” | 
[placements in Celebeio Ross, sr] g Arthur Gaines, vet Minneapols| 
| dance team of Sandra and Helene. | peek Eller’ bilee detolie a 
Sandra King fractured ankle last 
pow ee — —_, Civic O Cc 
~s i inneapolis Civic pera Co.’s 
|_ Vocalist Harvey Allen, at the trademark for scheduled summer 


Lao Coe. Stichen with ap. presentations im Lake Harriet 
o Tu e ifi : “ 
” Pronktond Hareite: ior. cnane-| — park is “popcorn opera | 


season 
ency operation. Manager Jimmy Nederlander of | 
_ Al Dow, of New York, negotiat-| Lyceum, legit roadshow house, off 
ing with Emanuel Romm., local at-| to -Detroit, Mich., for summer and 
torney and theatrical rep, for bur-| will help handle “South Pacific” 
lesque this summer at Million! engagement at his father’s theatre. 
the Shubert. 

Dorothy Green, treasurer of Ly- 
ceum, local legit roadshow house 


Chicago resigned to join her husband, Em- 
mett Callahan, “Guys and Dolls” 


Johnny Desmond is doing 12- company manager. The 
day date at Chez Paree as top at-! manele’ April ot in Oklahoma 


traction. | City. 


Metro has tied up midwest! 
Theatres in Calcutta starting 


preem of “Lili” with Chicago! 
“victor Borge na| 
ctor + in city making 
sales film for Crosley Corp. at | 
Sa _with Metro have begun to cut ad-| 
nevorld, Preem of “City That| mission scales in an effort to build | 
Never_ gs filmed in Chicago, | sttendance. 
to be held here June 3 at the ~ sgadras government ordered the 
| atres not to use loudspeakers or 
i appliances to breadcast rec- 
outside their premises. 





te become assistant to| 


decline last year over 1951. While 
new job June 1. | ittan im 1951 $850 
Batch of stars here to partici-' rn eg Pree = * 
pate in Irving Kupeinet's two-day | Year. were only $710,000 last 
: or ian Welfare Paki 
Council's ‘benefit at Chicago Star| gone bitty et eae, 2 close 
um, among them being Bob ing May 15. Closure postponed. 
-| however, until representations of 
trade are looked into by the gov- 
“Understood that regional 
r e regi censor 
Paris boards have been alerted to dis- 
2 courage po ony, Be ee pic- 
¢ mags here. tures into the Indian languages. 
D = devoting an issue Censorship rules likely will apply 
Idzkowski appointed | *® Indian pictures no matter in 
press agent of Comedie-Frarfaise. | ¥%at language version. 
ban, Arthur Freed 


Marcel 





: a Henie Tee Revue gettin 
crix praise here, and due for geod 
three weekrun 


Jean Goldwurm back to U. S. 


7 

|, Carl Rosa Opera Co. stated for 
‘Tall season in Belfast. 
; Ballet Jooss to Germany -after 
French pix for possible U. S. re- short season at Olympia, Dublin. 

ase. | Brendan Smith Productions 
Opening of new Lido show post-| pacted for strawhat season at But- 
poned from May 28 to June 5, so linz Mosney Holiday Camp. 


Shekespeare’s “King Lear” in stix 
Edith Piaf-Jacques Pills recital | tour: scheduled for Dublin later. 
getting an additional 10 perform-| Philip Rooney, features cditor 








scripting division of Radio Eireann, 
} Modecai Gorelik here to do’ state-run FM setup. = 


Michel Kraike back to work for 
Screen Gems following surgery 

Jerry Devine in from Ireland 
where he scouted film locations 

Anne Francis sprained an ankle 


| while making a personal appear- 


ance. 

Allen Rivkin appointed to han- 
die publicity for Screen Writers 
Guild, for free. 

Maureen O'Sullivan awarded 
medal of St. John of Jerusalem for 
her charity work. 

Jack Carson cancelled two weeks 
of stock at Hinsdale, Ill, to work 
in Paramount's “Red Garters.” 

Charles Rosher retiring after 44 
years as a cameraman on comple- 
tion of Metro’s “Kiss Me Kate” 

Rand Harper returns to active 
duty in Air Force Reserve when 
he finishes his role in “Red Gar- 
ters.” 

Jane MclIllvaine will be guest 
speaker at. annual meeting of Mo- 
tion Picture Alliance for the Pres- 
ervation of American Ideals. 

For the fifth consecutive year, 
Charlies Brackett was elected prexy 
of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences by unanimous 
vote of the, board of governors. 


Scotland 


By Gorden Irving 

Gaiety Theatre, Ayr, shuttered 
for Coronation brushup. 

Palaceum cinema, Glasgow, once 
a musichall, gutted by fire. 

Allan Jones topping vaude at 
Empire Theatre, burgh. 

Popplewell Family  Apey 1953 
summer stint with revue at Gaiety, 
Ayr. 

Glasgow Citizens’ 
launching 10th 
October. 

Renee Houston, Scot-born come- 
dienne, heading vaude at Paisley 
Theatre with her partner, Donald 
Stewart. 

Alec Frutin, Glasgow vaude im- 
presario, and cinema exhib, will 
0.0. circus and vaude talent while 
on July vacation in Madeira. 

James Copeland, Scot character 
actor, inked for role in Ealing’s 
“All ._In the Same Boat,” about 
little ships on the Firth of Giyde. 

Maurice Cowan, producer, and 
Joan Collins, who has a star part, 
to Edinburgh and Glasgow for per- 
sonals in connection’ with new 


Theatre 
anni season in 


| British film, “Turn the Key Softly.” 


Joan will go to Majorca for location 
work, on new comedy, “Our Girl 


Tokyo 


By Richard H. Larzh 

Mme. Marie Louise Damia, Par- 
isian chanteuse, here for series of 
recitals in Tokyo. Osaka, Kyoto, 
Nagoya and Fukuoka. 

Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry subsidizing locai TV 
set manufacturers to the tune of 
$16,700 to bring nation’s set pro- 
ductie: up. MITI ifies that 
production be confined to 12 to 14- 
inch screens despite current popu- 
larity of 17-inchers. 

Prompted by John Huston’s suc- 
cess with color advisor Elisofon in 
making “Moulin Rouge” ‘UA’, 
Daiei Studios hired celebrated 
painter Sanzo Wada, a member of 
Japan Art Academy, to supervise 
color effects on studio's first East- 
man Kodacolor tinter. 

Nippon Polydor, newly estab- 
lished diskery affiliated with 
Deutsche Gramophone G.m.b.H., 
now releasing pressings from the 
German classical repertoire. Com- 
pany also plans to bring German 
concert stars here for public ap- 
pearances starting off with pianist 
Wilhelm Kempff. 


Fire Island 
By Robert Lantz 

The Jimmy Stroocks had a large 
houseparty. 

Peter Capells expected for Dec- 
oration weekend. ? 

Louis de Wohl, novelist, sails for 
Europe in the Vulcania, May 27. 

Bea Lillie to visit her 
— a old haunts before 

aving for Europe. 

Hedy Lamarr eye her Eu- 
rope trip at the secona, is still 
on the . but expects to leave 
within the next week or two. 

Ocean Beach and Seaview get- 
ting ready for the season, with 
houses a taken 


ere due | Irish News Agency, named to head | der. 
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- OBITUARIES 





FREDERICK JACKSON 


of a heart attack May 22 in Holly-' 
wood. He had authored over 60) 
plays, the latest.of which was! 
“Dear Charlies,” a current London | 
hit. Play was a flop when orig-} 
inally done on Broadway in 1944} 
under the title “Slightly Scan- | 
dalous.” Prior to its London pre- | 
sentation and after folding on 
Broadway the play was translated | 
into French and was a hit in Paris 
as “Les Enfants d’Edouard.” 

Jackson began writing for mazs | 
in 1905 and in 1912 for films. He | 
penned many Pearl White serials | 
and in later years screenplayed | 
such features as “Wells Fargo,” | 
“Stormy Weather,” “Two Tickets | 
to Heaven” and “Hi Diddle Did- | 
die.’ His plays included “The|} 


| death. 


Marion Davies and Mary and 
Pickford. sumorns 


STANLEY J. STRAUSS 

Stanley J. Strauss, 26, RKO 
a <3 7 Mexico, was 
i instantly May 17 when his 
JOHN H. STENGER, JR. car missed a turn on a mountain 
John Henry Stenger, Jr.. 57, li- | road near Denver. Before joining 
censee and chief engineer of | RKO he was manager of the Rialto, 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. died | Denver. 
May 18 in that city. A pioneer Survived by his wife, mother and! 
in wireless telegraphy and radio a sister. 
station operation, he received his 
first amateur wireless operator's ANDREW JACKSON 4TH 
license in 1910 at the age of 14. Andrew Jackson 4th, 66, film 
_ In May, 1922, after obtaining his | character actor and great-grandson | 
license from the FCC, he built | of President Andrew Jackson, died | 








| WBAX, which he put on the air! May 23 in Los Angeles. 


and continued to operate until his} Jackson's most recent role was | 
| that of a senator in 20th’s “The} 
President's Lady.” 
THEODORE J. GOULD ) 
Theodore J. Gould, 61, general; Mrs. Carl S. (Elsie) Harris, 61,/ 
sales manager for Metro in Can- | retired screen actress. died May 17 
ada, died May 23 in Toronto. Fol-} at her Hollywood home after a| 
lowing service with the U. S. Army | long illness. Husband, three sons | 
during World War I. he became / 4nd two daughters survive. | 
branch manager of Regal Films. : 
Winnipeg, org which distributed|, Mrs. Kate Rider Baskerville, 93, 





them. Climax comes when chairs 
are built up in. pyramid style, | 
while one of the males climbs with 
the mounting pile and balances on | 
the summit. Three, four, five, | 
six chairs are added, the while | 
thrills gather and audience gasps! 
when column appears to sway. The} 
climbing balancer increases chairs | 
until nine are lined up. Solid and 
relieved mitting greets this feat. 
but audience tension is not relaxed 


nary chairs and balancing sai | 


| yet, as climber had to hand down 


the chairs to partner and climb 
down himself. 

Act is breath-catching, 
solid bet for vaude, video and 
high-domed niteries. Act. which is 
German, is smartly garbed in blue 
pants and skirts. Gord. 


and is 


| 
CELESTINE GAMORY 


Songs 
29 Mins. 
Village Vanguard, N.Y. 

Celestine Gamory is a Negro 
Calypso singer okay for specialized | 
cafe spots. Although his pipes are | 
only fair, he has an infectious | 


Bishop Misbehaves,” “School for) Metro films and later switched to | former concert pianist. died May/ rhythm attack in the authentic 


In Loving Memory 
of My Dear Husbend 


JAMES H. GRIFFITH 
Whe Died December 8, 1952 


FRANCES GRIFFITH 


Husbands,” “Hole in the Wall” and 
“The King’s Messenger.” 

Jackson collaborated on some 
plays with Merril Rogers and 
wrote others under the name of 
Victor Thorne. In 1935 he op- 
erated a summer theatre in West- | 
chester where he put on nine of |} 
his plays. i 


EDWARD BUTLER 


Edward Butler, 55, who spent 
much of the $1,000,000 he inherit- 
ed on theatrical ventures, died in | 
a St. Louis hospital May 16 of in-} 
ternal hemorrhages. At the time 
ef his death he was president of} 
the Ticket Sellers, Local 744. He 
produced a musical show in the} 
1920s and toured the country. He 
also owned the Woodward Players. | 
a stock company that played the} 
Empress Theatre, St. Louis, and’ 


had also served as treasurer of the | erans’ Hospital, Brooklyn. 


Henry W. Kiel (municipal) audi-} 
torium. j 
His wife survives. 


SOLDIERS IN GREASE PAINT 


In Memoriam 


| of the A. & B. Dow booking office, 
. died May 20 in New York. 


Elmer Baldus 
Billy Berry 
Jean Blackburn 
Peanuts Bohn 
Norma Brown 
Kid Chapman 


Chandler Christy 


Joseph DeSantis 


Harold Diamond 
Ruth Donor 
Coburn Goodwin 
Ewen Hail 

Ed Hutchinson 
Adelaide Joy 
Charlie King 
Charlotte King 
George Krinog 
Emil Lennard 
Myles Lyons 





,and concert singer, died May 20 
in Washington. She had sung con- 


the Metro title. In 1939 he was i 19 in Pasadena, Cal. She leaves a| 
tramsferred to Toronto as general | daughter, 11 grandchildren and 1 
sales manager for Canada. great-grandchildren. 
Wife and a daughter survive. = 
| Rev. John A. Castilli, 69, church 
FERNANDA DORIA | music composer, who had also ap-; 
, | peared on radio as a singer and 
Fernanda Doria, former opera| orator, died May 22 in N. Y. Wife 
jand a son survive. 
tralto reles with Philadelphia and = 
Chicago opera companies and had | —_ 1 eras aP stage fam 
also appeared with European opera | 220 ©D4mpion Clog Cancer, died in 
groups. One of the first stars of | Glasgow May 10. He had been aad 
the Chicago Civie Opera broad- show business for 70 years. 
casts, she had appeared in con-| 
certs in N. Y. and White Plains, 
mS. 
She retired about 20 years ago. 


ini } 

Lieut. Herbert R. Sage, 62, CBS 
police officer for 11 years, died 
May 19 in Hollywoed. Wife and 
| Swo sons survive. 
| Mether, 95. of Louis J. Witte, | 
William P. Fox, for 40 years head of the mechanical effects de- 


WILLIAM P. FOX 


' head electrician at the now de- partment at 20th-Fox, died May 20 


funct Adelphi Theatre (former | in Hollywood. 
Shubert house), Philadelphia, died | i 
May 12 in that city. His last con-| Ernest Serpentimi, 59, oboist ! 
nection was as stage manager at! with the Cleveland Symphony for 
Convention Hall which lasted 20| the last 24 years, died in Phi'a-! 
years, retiring from the post eight | delphia, May 23. 
months ago. 

Survived by two sisters. 


THOMAS J. McNAMARA 


Thomas J. McNamara, vaude 
performer, died May 21 in Vet-/| 


Wife, 71, of Arthur J. Turcotte, 
former film exhibitor. died in New- 
| market, N. H., May 20. 


Mother, 70. of Jerry Herdan. of 

| the Herdan-Sherrell Agency. Hol- 
He appeared in vaude with | lywood, died in Hollywood May 22. ' 

Sophie Tucker, Jim Harkins and 

many others, and films with! Edward M. Mears, 67. 

'motion picture electrician, 

May 20 in Los Angeles. 


Father, 83, of Donald Feers 
British singer. died in Ammanm- 
| ford, Wales, May 12. 

; 

| Mother of Jack Edge, British} 
|comedian, died in Manchester. | 
| England, recently. 


Mother, 68. 


pioneer | 
died 


j 
i 


Sidney Owenson, 68. w.k. north 
of Engiand .entertainer, died in 
Scarborough, England, recently. 


New Acts . 


Continued from page 69 


Geerge Mack 
Maxine March 


numbers with dramatic and com- 
edy overtones as befits the mate- 
rial. She opens smartly with the 
| rhythm tune, “I Don't Care,” fol-| 
| lows with a plaintive “After You're | 
| Gone.” mops up with a batkwoods | 
j}eomedy item, “Travellin’ Man,” 
}and sustains the clicko -pace with 
| three or four more numbers for a 
| begoff. Herm. 


Ben Reuben 








Bob Ripa 
Roy Rognan 
Jack Ross 
Lionel Royce 
Al Sebeth 


BAUDY’S GREYHOUNDS & 
ONKEYS 


Palace, N.Y. 

Baudy’s Greyhounds & Monkeys 
have played fairs and cireuses for 
| several years and are making their 
| debut in a Broadway house. The 
| six hounds simulate a liberty horse 
| routine, complete with precision 
‘formations around a curbless ring 
' with unison rearups and jumps for 
_climaxes. This is a weil-broken 
' troupe and they look just right in 
| their red pom poms. It is hard to 
| imagine a more stylish display of 

| ster th dogs have had their | 

ter the dogs have eir 

"7 Tyler ,day, trainer Baudy brings on one 
Evelyn Wahl 





Val Salata 
Christine Street 


Tamora 


| little monkey for sizzling acro 
| work, including a corking jockey 
| bit with one of the pooches. Two 
| other simians 


Vern Wahi rid 
An undoubted top-class 


ae for all visual situations 
William Jeseph Walsh ee ee ee 
James Wilder 


Gay Young | Empire, Glasgow 
. Three men and two gals provide 
i thrill-packed act, using 10 ordi- 





Trinidad genre. 

Routine is comprised of a half- 
dozen Calypso numbers which he 
delivers with a naive charm. Best, 
of the group is the “Bing Crosby 
Cavalcade,” an amusing medley of 
Der Bingle’s old hits set to native 
tempo. Herm. 

















G’Scope Investment | 


Continued from page 3} = 


Artists has a tentative deal with 
20th fer use of the CinemaScope 
lens, but it was conditioned on 
20th’s approval of script and story 
and AA “hasn't come up with an 
accéptable script,” he stated. 
CinemaScope lens situation is 
easing up, according to the 20th} 


| prexy, who said 3,500 theatres had | 


by now applied for the screen-lens 
combination, the exact price of | 
which hasn’t been determined yet. 
Cost of Bausch & Lomb retooling | 
to turn out the CinemaScope | 
prisms comes to about $2,000,000 | 
and is being footed by 20th. Op-} 


| tical outfit is developing the lenses 
'electronically and expects to ship 


40 camera lenses to 20th by May 
30. 

Skouras laughed off as “ridicu- 
lous” reports that the pair of Cine- 
maScope projection lenses would 
sell for $800. “I doubt very much 


, that we could sell a single lens for 
ithat price, considering the high 
'cost of production,” he said. All- 


purpose Miracle Mirror screen 


| will be sold at about $3 per scuare 


foot, the 20th exec confirmec. 
Company hopes to have between 

1.200 and 1,500 houses equipped 

by the end of 1953. “Ihe Robe.” 


preem in N. Y. “around Labor 
Day,” according to Al Lichtman, ' 
20th distribution topper. 

Asked whether 20th planned any 
modification in the 2.66 to 1 ratio 
of CinemaScope, Skouras replied | 


MARRIAGES 


Muriel Lanahan to- Leo Green- 
field. New York, May 24. Bride 
has been with Ted Baldwin Asso- 
ciates; groom is Universal-Interna- 
tional manager in Albany and his 
late father owned theatres ~in 
Brooklyn. 

Ruth Barbara Winokoor ta Ber- 
nard Alben, N. Y., May 24. Bride 
is with CBS; he's radio-TV director 
of the Peck ad agency. 

Vicki Becce to Frank Mancini, 
May 23. New York. He's a staffer 
at WMGM., N. Y. 

Sheilah Katzman to Mike Kahn, 
Los Angeles, May 24. He's a Holly- 
wood agent. 

Jean Lomax to A. W. H. Ward, 
Blackburn, England, recently. He 
is chairman of Morecambe Reper- 
tory Theatre. - 

Jo Ann Law to Lt. Gilbert 
Gjertsen, Amityville, N. Y.. May 
23. Bride’s father is publicist 
Frank Law. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Holt. Jr.. son, 
Hollywood, May 18. Father is as- 
sistant business manager for Nat 
Holt, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Perutz, son, 
New York, May 21. Mother is Lila 
Livingston, New York manager of 
Margaret Ettinger publicity firm; 
father is photographer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Lee, daugh- 
ter, Dallas, May 15. Father is sales 
manager of WFAA-TV there. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Pcnn, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, May 17. Father 
manages Carlton House there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Dabney, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 19. 
Father is with Ketchum-McLeod- 
Grove ad agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kyle. son, 
May 23, N.Y. Mother is Betty Com- 
den, lyricist: and librettist in col- 
laboration with Adolph Green. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sokol, daugh- 
ter, May 18, N.Y. Mother is Ber- 
nice Herschkowitz Sokol, daughter 
and business associate of theatre 
party agent Anne Herschkowitz. 

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Cunni- 
son, daughter, May 23, Mineola, 
N.Y. Father is N.Y. transcription 
representative for RCA Victor 
custom record sales. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Wilk, son, 
May 22, N. ¥Y. He’s the scripter on 
the ‘Mama’ TV series. 
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| Pic Biz Good =| 
+ —— Continued frem pare 3 

it showed a net of $137,867, and 
American Proadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres, which estimated its 
consolidated operational earnings 
at $1,480,000 as against a compar- 
able $1,805,000 in ‘52. Combined 
circuit net for the first quarter 
was $1,805,361, a slight decrease 
from the $1,942,867 profit for the 


of Mrs. Belle Dow, | StSt CimemaScope pic, is likely to same period last year. 


Reporting for the 26 weeks 
ended March 28, 53 National Thea- 
tres and ite subsidiaries announced 
net earnings of $1,458,529, an im- 
provement of $223,000 over ’52. 

Dividend payments for the first 


with an emphatic “no,” adding ‘53 quarter were substantially be- 
that it was most satisfactory. “Ws jow the °52 level, amounting to 
can’t get the desired effects any $4,330,000 as against $9,481,000 
other way,” he asserted. He Jast year, according to the U. S. 
termed “unfortunate” the indus- Dept. of Commerce. Worst month 
try’s present chaotic state, but so far has been April. Best quar- 
qualfied this by saying that it ter showing came from Techni- 
might be all for the .best since cclor which, on a net of $896,838, 


“the best system will prevail.” 


Affaire Dassi 
L’Affaire Dassin | 
Continued from page 2 


sources. Dailies here have been 
spinning ‘stories, which Dassin de- | 
nies, thc-t he is soon going back | 
to clear himself, ' He says he will 
go back as soon as he can, but now 
he must work here first. News- 
papers Have ‘also ‘stated that pro- 
ducer Bar is already working on a. 
new pic for Dassin, and that vari- 
ous big Gallic stars have volun-: 
teered to work in anything Dassin 
is willing to do here. Bar has de- 
nied this. 





Lensing Switch 
In a switch from the usual, 


paid 94c per share campared to 
56¢ last year. Loew’s per share 
earnings were up 13%, from 32c 
last year to 36c in the first '53 
quarter. AB-UP dividend dropped 
from 55¢ last year to 35c. Para- 
mount was up Ic per share, to 59¢ 
fev the first three months. 


Players Exodus 


ana Continued irom page 3 


studios are planning location 
jaunts to Italy this summer. 

Rome's Cinecitta studios are 
coming in for an usual amount of 
attention from the American 
scribes. Junkets are expected to 
reach their peak in late summer, 
coincident with the opening of the 
Venice film fete at the end of 
August. 





' whereby U. S. films are locationed | 





sayy - Participation of American play- 
abroad, foreign interests will do a | «rs in Italo productions is seen en- 
good part of the locale lensing Of hauring the films’ market potential 
“Public Enemy No. One,” which here Good example is “Ulysses,” 
has Fernandel and Zsa Zsa Gabor which pairs Kirk Douglas and Sil- 
in the leads, in New York. Jacques | yaa Mangano and is set for Para- 
Bar, who's producing the film in mount release in the U. S. Par 
association with American TV jas an interest in the pic. - 
packager George F. Foley, and| mong Hollywood pix going on 
Miss Gabor are due in Gotham jocation in Italy this summer will 
June 6. Fernandel will follow four pe “all Roads Lead to Rome” 
days later for the camera work. _— Metro), starring Ava Gardner and 
“Enemy,” a satire on American Douglas; “Flame and the Flesh” 
gangsters, will be produced in ‘Metro), Lana Turner, Pier Angeli 
three versions—French, Italian and Douglas; “Storm Over the 
and English—with Henry Verneuil Nile,” Joan Bennett, and “William 
directing. \Teli,” Errol Flypn,_ ~ 
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Gentlemen 


PETER and MARY 
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Thank you 
































Starring in 
THE STANLEY KRAMER PRODUCTION 
“THE 5,000 FINGERS OF DR. T.” 


(in Technicolor) 


Soon to be released thru Columbia Pictures 


Public Relations 


BREANON & MORGAN Assoc., New York 
HERBERT & ROSE, Hollywood 


Personal Management 
LOU IRWIN 











